Rueter & Schmidt – Community project based sustainability SINQ 


AIM / Faculty Fellows Mini-grant Application

Due January 17, 2011
Please save and complete this application, then email it, along with your one page-explanation of your proposed project, to caestaff@pdx.edu.

 Application for Faculty Fellows Program for Sustainability
Applicant Name(s): John Rueter & Mary Ann Schmidt
Title of Project: Project centered Sophomore Inquiry 
Department: Environ Sci & Man
 Mail Code: ESM
Telephone: 5-9905 E-mail: rueterj@pdx.edu
Please include a one-page explanation of your proposed project. Specifically address the following questions:

· What is your experience teaching a sustainability course?

· What are your goals for participating in a faculty learning community that addresses learner-centered course design and community-based learning?  

· What topics related to learner-centered courses and community-based learning would you like this group to address?

· What kind of support are you hoping for through your participation in AIM?

· Is there anything else you would like us to know?

Participant Agreement

In the spirit of scholarship, we believe that it is important to share what we learn with our colleagues. Therefore, the following outcomes are expected. Please initial each.

As a member of the Faculty Fellows Program for Sustainability group, I agree to:

· JGR Attend at least four of the five monthly meetings held between January and May. 
· JGR Design or redesign a sustainability course to accommodate community-based learning.
· JGR Complete a 500-750 word reflection once the Faculty Fellows Program is completed.
Please submit this application either through campus mail or electronically to the Center for Academic Excellence by January 17, 2011.
Introduction:

How many times have you heard a students say, “I wish I would have had this capstone as a sophomore, because it really helped me put my education in perspective”?  When we hear this, we realize that we missed the boat in getting those students intimately engaged in their education earlier.  We feel we can change this by offering a SINQ (in the sustainability thread) that is centered on a rigorous and authentic community-based project. We plan to modify the current Sustainability SINQ to include the following units:

· Unit 1 (2 weeks): value of natural capital and renewable resources

· Unit 2 (2 weeks): focus on one example of this such as watershed restoration or invasive species

· Unit 3 (4 weeks): take action using environmental science tools 

· Unit 4 (2 weeks): evaluation and project evaluation
Experience:

John Rueter and Mary Ann Schmidt have experience teaching course in the sustainability cluster and capstone. John has successfully taught SINQ, 300 level cluster courses in ESM and a capstone that focused on using renewable energy in Nicaragua. He also had a very humbling experience standing in for a colleague during a term of FRINQ.  Mary Ann has taught several variations of capstones that focus on using students to monitor watersheds. She has extensive experience working with community partners on these projects.

Goals:
We have three goals for this course restructuring:

1. Offer a section of UNST 224 Sustainability SINQ see schedule above.

2. Embed assessments and assignments that help us judge progress toward student engagement in the projects.

3. Train, prepare and motivate sophomores for involvement in study abroad, internships and capstones.
Topics for discussion:

The areas that we feel most uncomfortable about and could really use a discussion with our peers and the CAE office are:

1. How can we address the value systems that drive students to action in a way that is scholarly and inclusive?

2. What are good pedagogical approaches to take with activist students who may hold pre-experiential biases and ideologies about the environment?

3. When does trying to motivate students to take action cross the line of objectivity?

Kind of Support we’d like:
We would like to learn how to study changes in student attitudes toward being involved in group projects and  whether or not these SINQ students become more involve in community-based projects in the future. The other support we would like to have through CAE and others is how to work and grow more community partnerships. 

Other information:

The revision of this course is part of a larger project to build environmental entrepreneurism into the curriculum.  This SINQ would introduce students to the theory of change in which small-scale actions are necessary to effect large-scale environmental remediation, restoration or sustainability.  At the junior level we are currently teaching a “methods course in ESM (ESM 342: Solar and micro-power generation) that focuses on watershed restoration or other project in rural areas of developing countries. We have also proposed a new course for the sustainability cluster entitled “Environmental and Social Entrepreneurial Solutions” for next year. Finally, we have a suite of capstones that use this approach and focus in Portland and Nicaragua. 
