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Review:

1) Rosenburg, T. (2011, February 14). Villages without doctors. The New York Times. http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/02/14/villages-without-doctors/
2) Rosenburg, T. (2014, August 28). What doctors can’t do. The New York Times. http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/08/28/what-doctors-cant-do/
3) Swider, S. M. (2002). Outcome effectiveness of community health workers: An integrative literature review. Public health nursing, 19(1), 11-20. (Attached)
4) Balcazar, H., Lee Rosenthal, E., Nell Brownstein, J., Rush, C. H., Matos, S., & Hernandez, L. (2011). Community health workers can be a public health force for change in the United States: Three actions for a new paradigm. American journal of public health, 101(12), 2199-2203. (Attached) 

Discussion: After reading the articles listed above, consider the following questions.

“Villages need to end deadly superstitions about health.  They need to end discrimination against women and Untouchables, and to learn about hand-washing, nutrition, breast-feeding and simple home remedies.  Doctors do none of these things.” – Tina Rosenburg

1) Do you agree with the statement above? How do culture and tradition intersect with health education? Should campaigns for hygiene and health education be launched, even if locals are not requesting them? If so, who should be responsible for providing health education at the local/community level?

2) What role should health education play in an overall health system? Who should oversee health education or health promotion campaigns? From a community member perspective, how do health education messages from experts/medically-licensed providers differ from those received from CHWs? What role do you think peers/community members should play in health education? What concerns do you have about CHWs’ role in health education?

3) In article #2, Rosenburg gives a brief overview of US-based Community Health Worker programs and in article #3, Swider examines the outcomes and activities of CHWs in the US. How CHWs are organized and funded varies, but many programs face issues of sustainability. It is also challenging to measure the effectiveness of CHWs on health outcomes. Do you believe our current system (in the US) should incentivize community-based services? Should outcomes/performance be factored in to medical reimbursements? How would you measure the effectiveness of CHW health education activites?

4) Whether in the United States, or other countries, CHWs tend to serve hard-to-reach and lower income populations. What does that reveal about the current state of health systems? Will there always certain populations in need of CHWs or other community supports? Why don’t we hear much about CHWs working in high-resource areas or with higher income populations?
