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Access to Care: A Comparison Between Single and Multi Payer Systems in Resource Rich Countries

1. What is “universal” health care?  Are there different ways that universal care is delivered?
2. Are there certain services to which citizens may have better access to in one system versus another?  What types of services may there be barriers to under each system?
3. What is progressive and regressive financing?  How might these act as barriers to care?
4. How might adverse selection lead to health disparities and barriers to care?  Is there a way to prevent this?
5. How might the negotiating power of a single payer system create barriers to healthcare?  Does it contribute to access in any way?  If yes, how so?
6. How does competition of a free-market multi-payer system contribute to access to care?  Are there barriers created through this model?  What are they?
7. What is the WHO’s and UN’s position on access to care?  Do any of these systems violate these views?
8. What is social solidarity?  How does it relate to the way a country thinks about healthcare and access to care?
9. Blewitt argues that there are different types of equality in access to care and achieving these forms of equality vary across systems - what are the different types of equality mentioned and how are they achieved (or not) in each type of system?

Readings:

A comparison of single- and multi-payer health insurance systems and options for reform - sections 1, 2, 4

Persistent Disparities in Access to Care across Health Care Systems - all

Improving Access, Ensuring Quality. In Building on values: The future of health care in Canada - pages 137-144

Obamacare vs. Canada: Five Key Differences. Physicians for a National Health - all

Confronting the fear factor: the coverage/access disparity in universal health care.(Single-Payer Systems) - all
