OHSU & PSU SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH

HSMP 575:  Advanced Health Policy

Spring 2019
Class Meeting: Wednesday 6:40-9:20pm, Parkmill Bldg 261

Professor: Neal Wallace, Ph.D.

Office:
 670L UPA Building


Contact Info:  Ph: (503) 725-8248, Fax: (503) 725-8250, email: nwallace@pdx.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday 11:00-12:00pm, other times by appointment

Course Description:


The purpose of this class is to provide students with basic health policy knowledge and exposure the opportunity to deepen their understanding of local, regional, national and international health policy frontiers. A seminar format will be used to develop discussions of current policies and policy issues with specific reference to the underling dynamics of the policy process. Emphasis will be placed on understanding the process and nature of policy choices – the who, what, how and why of explicit and implicit decisions and choices that lead to the ultimate policy. This perspective will be used to develop an understanding of how health policy can be successfully developed and sustainably implemented.

Student Learning Objectives:

 Develop or enhance skills in health policy formulation

 Develop or enhance understanding of specific health policies and health policy related institutions

 Conduct detailed analyses of current health policy issues and present findings

 Develop specific, written modifications or re-formulations of existing policies

 Develop critical processes for identifying key influences on policy choices and potential opportunities to mitigate or enhance these influences to achieve desired policy goals.

 Understand the relationship between health policy specifics and governance structures that determine the course and sustainability of policy implementation. 

Attaining Course Objectives:


The course objectives will be accomplished in several ways: readings, class discussion, student presentations, some lecture, and student papers. Completing the readings prior to each class is a critical part of successful learning and effective class participation. Full participation and preparation by all class members is critical to any seminar. Students will select readings and prepare three brief class presentations on specific policy topics of their choice and complete three policy related briefs. The presentation planning is expected to provide advance (1 week) readings, summary of issue/topic and questions to stimulate directed discussion. The policy related briefs are expected to be 6-10 pages each. Separate sections explaining seminar presentation rules/expectations and paper development is attached below.
Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated on their ability to discuss, present health policy material covered in class and through written policy briefs.  Final grades will be determined based on the following four areas and their relative weighting:

Class participation/citizenship
10%

Presentations (three)


30%

Policy related briefs (three)

60%

Class assignments are expected to be completed on time. Failure to do so will be penalized. 

Class Website:

All class materials including the syllabus and weekly readings will be at:

http://web.pdx.edu/~nwallace/AHP.
Reading and Assignments:
April 3 -- Introduction: Topics, Process and Responsibilities

April 10 – Health System Reform – Where are we going and how can we get there?
Questions: 

1) What are the boundaries of a “health system”?

2) If it’s a system why can’t/don’t we all work together?

3) What are feasible policy options to support “health system-ness”?

Health Care Systems:

http://www.pnhp.org/single_payer_resources/health_care_systems_four_basic_models.php
**Read about the four system models but also note the quote at top of page**

Public Health Systems:
https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/publichealthservices/essentialhealthservices.html
Accountable Health Communities:
http://www.livewellsd.org/content/dam/livewell/pdfs/AHC%20NEJM%20Sanghavi%20et%20al.pdf
Social Determinants as Public Goods:
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2018.0039
April 17 – 
Lindsey – Equitable LTC


Roy – Gun Violence Research



Ian – Housing First

April 24 – 
Sophie – Incarceration, Justice and Healthcare


Nasser – Abortion Policy in Saudi Arabia 



Morgan – Medicaid Reimbursement Policy


Ibukun – Digital Biometrics

May 1 – 
Steven – Privatization vs Control of Alcohol 


Celeste – Tribal Public Health



Alexandra – Rural Health
May 8 – 
Lindsey – Implementation Issues in LTC


Sophie – Gender Bias in Pain Management



Ibukun – Digital Biometrics

       ****First policy brief due***

May 15 – 
Steven – Alcohol Pricing Strategies   


Morgan & Celeste – Cross Sector Collaboration
May 22  - 
Nasser – Mental Health Policy in Saudi Arabia


Ian – RX Price Controls



Roy – Disparities in Organ Procurement



Alexandra – Food Insecurity
May 29 – Alex, Morgan, Cleste, Sophie, Ian
****Second Policy Brief Due***

June 5 –  Nasser, Ibukun, Steven, Lindsey, Roy
June 12 – No Class but….. 

          ****Third Brief Due***
Notes on Policy Briefs:
Purpose: Create actionable policy tools through clear, concise and succinct written presentation of policy supporting strategies, tactics, conceptual frames, or research.  
Structure: I have envisioned a 6-10 page double spaced paper organized by topic and sub-heading as described below. References should include both standard citations and further readings for those interested in your brief. 
Elements of the brief:

Objective: This is simply a general statement of intent. What am I trying to accomplish/demonstrate/establish? Is this about tactics, strategies, conceptual frames, or research?  
Problem: What is the “problem” that you have identified? Why should someone listen to what you have to say/offer? How does following your idea(s) lead to improved policy outcomes?
Action Statement: What needs to be done and by whom to accomplish your objective?
 Notes on Presentations and Materials

You are expected to lead a policy discussion lasting about 30 minutes. Out of this time I would expect that you personally would speak for no more than 5-10 mins. You need to prepare reading materials by class the week prior to your presentation. You need to provide me with your list prior to that class for review (that day is fine). Here are some specifics:

Topic: You have chosen a general topic area but you cannot (likely) discuss every aspect of it in the time allotted. Your job is to introduce/brief the class on the area of interest and then focus them on specific aspects/questions that interest you and/or you are seeking to answer. 

Materials: You need to provide readings sufficient to introduce your area and provide context/information for the discussion you want to occur. The materials need to be provided to me by noon of the day before class one week prior to the class you are presenting. This should include both a list of readings but a very brief statement of the topic area and two to three specific questions to be addressed (about 1 page total). The number or readings is not important per se but it should be limited to 20-30 pages total. One piece (at least) should provide the overview, with others chosen to raise/identify specific points. Electronic documents or websites are preferred. If you have hard copy material, I will copy them and provide to the class. All reading materials will be available on the class website.

Questions: The questions you focus on can be on any part of a policy area. It might be comparing different polices directed to the same general end. It might be about emerging (or existing) research/information that sheds new light on problem definition (and hence policy possibilities) in an area. It might be about the institutional barriers (or possibilities) that limit/enhance policy formation in a given area. It might be about exploring a particular policy approach and its feasibility. The key is to have focus.

Presentation: You are the leader of the discussion. This is not passive but should not overwhelm others either. No more than 5-10 minutes to introduce the policy area and focus of the discussion on your questions of interest. It is your responsibility (with my help) to move the discussion through the questions/issues you want discussed. 
