Psychology 521/621

Laboratory Assignment #3

Due:  October 22, 2008 at 1 PM
Part A

Your task is to find an empirical journal article that uses the chi-square test of independence.  In no more than one page, you are to summarize the article in general, discuss specifically what was concluded based on the chi-square test of independence (if more than one is presented choose the most interesting one and discuss the conclusion reached from that one test), and offer a brief critique of the paper. Be sure to include a copy of the article with your assignment.
Part B

For the following three scenarios, your task is to analyze the data in a manner that addresses the research question and state your conclusions.  Use the  = .05 significance level for your hypothesis tests.  For each scenario, write up the results as you would do in an empirical journal article following APA style guidelines.  See Green and Salkind in the lesson on "Two-Way Contingency Table Analysis Using Cross-tabs" for help on this and for an example of APA style for writing up this kind of analysis.
Scenario #1
Are people more willing to help people like themselves or are people willing to be helpful regardless of the person in need of help?  A social psychologist recruited 100 students for a study to answer this question.  When the students arrive, the researcher tells the subjects that they have the opportunity to help another person by loaning them $50.  Half of the students are assigned to the “similar condition” where the students learn that they have much in common with the person who would receive the loan.  The other half of the students are assigned to the “not similar condition” where they learn that they have little in common with the person who would receive the loan.  Of the students in the similar condition, 35 decided to give the loan of $50 to the person.  Of the students in the not-similar condition, 10 decided to give the loan of $50 to the person.  Are people more willing to help people like themselves or are people willing to be helpful regardless of the person in need of help?
	
	Gave the Loan
	Did Not Loan
	Totals

	Similar
	35
	15
	50

	Not Similar
	10
	40
	50

	Totals
	45
	55
	100


Scenario #2
Is gender related to where one goes to college?  Included in the materials you received is a data set “Mireault.sav” offering data to assess this question.  Across 5 colleges, a total of 381 individuals were sampled and their gender was assessed.  Of the 381 individuals, 81 of the indicators for college were lost so do not include these 81 individuals in your analysis (i.e., your total sample size should be 300 rather than 381).  Although this is not noted, assume that the coding of gender was (1 = male and 2 = female).  Conduct focused one degree of freedom follow-up tests if necessary.
(Important Note:  As noted above, there are missing data in this data set which makes conducting the tests difficult as the test will include as a category the cases with missing data on each variable.  We want the analyzed contingency table for just the cases with no missing data.  The appropriate contingency table should be a 2 X 5; if you have missing data the contingency table will be a 2 X 6 as 81 individuals did not report a value for college.  There are two ways to overcome this problem. One way is sort the data file by college (i.e., DATA ( Sort cases).  The 81 cases with missing college values should be in the first 81 rows of the sorted data file.  Delete these 81 rows leaving 300 cases with valid values for the college variable.  Conduct your analyses.  The second way is to create a contingency table and create a new data file (a weighted cases data file) based on the valid cases.  Conduct your analyses on this newly created data file.  Both methods will work and you may use either one.)
Scenario #3
A political psychologist is interested in whether the community a person lives in is related to that person's opinion on an upcoming water conservation ballot initiative.  The psychologist surveys 90 people by phone with the results shown below.  Is opinion related to community membership?  If so, how so?  Conduct focused one degree of freedom follow-up tests if necessary.
	
	Community 
A
	Community 
B
	Community
C

	For
	12
	6
	3

	Against
	18
	3
	15

	No Opinion
	12
	9
	12


