Psychology 522/622
Winter 2008
Lab Assignment 10:  EFA

Due:  March 14th at noon in Elizabeth’s Departmental Mailbox
During the Winter quarter of 2004, Todd and some collaborators collected data at PSU on attitudes toward the death penalty.  They were interested in how one’s attitude toward the death penalty related to one’s factual knowledge about the death penalty.  In this lab, we’ll focus on the 12 of the attitude and belief items and will look for structure in responses to these items.  The data for 109 participants is included in the file “deathpenalty.sav”.  The actual wording for each item is included below.

Conduct an EFA on the attitude items using Principal Axis Factoring.  How many dimensions do there appear to be in the data?  Rotate the initial solution using Direct Oblimin rotation and attempt to interpret each of the factors.  How interpretable are each of the factors (i.e., can you give a label of what each component represents and if so what is it)?  Are there any “factorially complex” items after rotation?  How well do the important dimensions/factors account for the variability in responses to the items?  Finally, in a separate set of paragraphs, write the part of the Results section of a paper that included this EFA of these items.
Part2:  Please indicate the extent to which you agree with the statements below by circling the most appropriate response.  A response of 1 =strongly disagree, 2 = disagree, 3 = neither agree nor disagree, 4 = agree, and 5 = strongly agree.

	
	
	strongly

disagree
	
	strongly

agree



	13.
	Those who take a life should forfeit their own in return


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	18.
	I support the death penalty


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	21.
	The very worst of the Nazi war criminals should have been executed for their crimes against humanity


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	22.
	I am opposed to the death penalty


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	28.
	We need the death penalty to provide law and order in society


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	34.
	Any mistake that occurs in a criminal trial will be discovered and corrected during the appeals process


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	35.
	Defense attorneys always provide the best possible defense for their clients


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	37.
	Eyewitnesses usually remember the details of a crime with great accuracy


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	42.
	Prosecutors do not bring criminal cases to trial unless they are certain the defendant is truly guilty


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	43.
	If the police obtain evidence illegally, it should not be permitted in court, even if it would help convict a guilty person


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	44.
	It is necessary for police to follow time-consuming legal procedures (like getting search warrants), even if it allows some really bad criminals to go free


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5

	45.
	If the law disallows hearsay as evidence, then it is important to ignore any hearsay accidentally blurted out in court, even if it seems that what was blurted out might be true


	1  -----  2  -----3  -----  4  -----  5


