Psychology 524/624

Lab Assignment # 3
Due in Class before Midterm Exam:  April 25, 2008
Confirmatory Factor Analysis
1. Conduct a confirmatory factor analysis to test whether and how well a two factor solution fits the humor data.  Use the data set “humor.sav”.
1a. Report and interpret the X2.

1b. Report and interpret the GFI.

1c. Report each of the path coefficients and whether or not they are significant.

1d. Compare your results to the single factor Allen and single factor Rickles analyses. What do you notice? What would you conclude and why?
Validity

2. Frank has created two scales assessing Rickles and Allen type humor. He has also discovered two scales that assess sadism and self-deprecation. Show Frank how he can use these scales to assess the validity of the Rickles and Allen scales. Include and interpret the results of your validity analyses.  Use the data set “newhumordata.sav”.
Measure Development Example

3.  Find an article that reports on the development of a measurement instrument that uses confirmatory factor analysis. These are often called measurement development and validation papers.  [Hint:  Articles published more recently are more likely to have conducted a CFA.]  In no more than one page, you are to summarize the article in general, discuss specifically what was concluded based on the CFA, what other validity information the authors provided, and offer a brief critique of the paper. Be sure to include a copy of the article with your assignment.
