Psychology 524/624

Spring 2008
Laboratory Assignment #6
Part A Due: May 23, 2008 (in class)
Part B Due: May 30, 2008 (put in Elizabeth’s box)

Part A: Tennis.sav dataset

Based on the information below, you must decide whether to use a 2X2 or a 3X3 contingency table in your analyses:
Two judges are hired to evaluate several games at an important tennis tournament. Their job is to determine whether each ball is outside or inside the line. The judges are trained prior to the tournament and your job is to decide whether or not further training is needed or if the judges are in agreement often enough to be considered reliable and the games can begin. Note that “on the line” calls are considered “inside the line.” 
1. Would you use a 2X2 or a 3X3 table? Why?

2. Calculate (report in the case of phi) and interpret: 

a. Percent agreement
b. Kappa
c. Odds ratio 

d. phi or Cramer’s V 
3. Would you recommend that the games begin or that further training is needed? Justify your answer.

Part B
Find an example of the use of observational methods
1.  Your task is to find an empirical journal article that uses observational methods.  In no more than one page, you are to summarize the article in general, discuss specifically how they conducted the observations and what could be concluded based on the results, and offer a brief critique of the paper. Be sure to include a copy of the article with your assignment.

Find an example of the use of event sampling or other everyday experience method

2. Your task is to find an empirical journal article that uses an event sampling or everyday experience method.  In no more than one page, you are to summarize the article in general, discuss specifically the everyday experience method employed, and offer a critique of the article.  Be sure to include a copy of the article with your assignment.
Exercise
3.   Close Observation

For this assignment, each of you will choose something to observe closely on a daily basis (five of the next seven days) for ten minutes, and record your observations. You can choose anything as a focus of your observation, and can record your observations in any way you want (please do not limit yourself with a coding sheet—the purpose of this exercise is to understand the qualitative development of a coding sheet). The goal is to closely observe and to observe in detail and in depth, as well as to record as much as possible. You will turn in:

a) A brief description of what you were observing and the context(s) of those observations,

b) your records,

c) 3 items that you think would be important to use in a coding sheet (you should come up with these at the close of your observations), and

d) One or two comments regarding anything you learned about observations (e.g., size of focus, how much you can pay attention to…). Feel free to change your focus in accordance with these surprises over the course of the five observation periods.

