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· Theories used

· Person-environment (P-E) fit: comparative judgment that combines information about the perceived person and environment
· Three dominant streams of P-E fit research

· Needs-supplies fit: the comparison between the psychological needs (i.e. desires, values, goals) of the person and the environmental supplies that serve as rewards for needs (form of complementary fit as opposed to supplementary)

· Demands-abilities fit: the comparison of the demands of the environment to the abilities (i.e. knowledge, skills, energy) of the person (form of complementary fit as opposed to supplementary)

· Supplementary fit: the similarity between the person and the environment, where the environment refers to other people individually or collectively in groups, organizations or vocations

· Approaches to studying P-E fit

· Atomistic approach: examines perceptions of the person and environment as separate entities

· Molecular approach: concerns the perceived comparison between the person and environment

· Molar approach: focuses on the perceived fit, match, or similarity between the person and environment

· Methodology (type of sample)

· Sample of U.S. business school students

· Model (or main predictors/ outcomes)

· Purpose of study is to rigorously test the relationships among the atomistic, molecular, and molar approaches to P-E fit; and to consider factors that could influence the relationships among the approaches

· Factors proposed to influence the relationships between approaches

· Importance, familiarity, concreteness, order

· Main findings

· The relationships among the approaches deviate markedly from the theoretical logic that links them together
· Complicated findings, but the point is that the results show that the approaches (atomistic, molecular, molar) are not interchangeable
· Future research directions

· Consider how each approach relates to the others

· Researchers should strive to answer the fundamental questions regarding the correspondence of approaches
