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How	
  and	
  where	
  will	
  gentrification	
  and	
  displacement,	
  most	
  
significantly	
  impact	
  at	
  risk	
  neighborhoods	
  of	
  Portland,	
  OR?	
  
Within	
  the	
  last	
  decade,	
  a	
  great	
  deal	
  of	
  public	
  and	
  private	
  
investment	
  has	
  altered	
  the	
  livability	
  of	
  many	
  Portland	
  
neighborhoods.	
  Many	
  of	
  these	
  investments	
  have	
  caused	
  
increases	
  in	
  housing	
  prices,	
  which	
  have	
  impacted	
  the	
  
demographic	
  and	
  economic	
  characteristics	
  of	
  low-­‐income	
  
residents.	
  These	
  factors	
  have	
  contributed	
  to	
  displacement	
  and	
  
loss	
  of	
  affordable	
  housing.	
  

This	
  study	
  aims	
  to	
  identify	
  where	
  development	
  and	
  
displacement	
  have	
  most	
  significantly	
  affected	
  vulnerable	
  
neighborhoods	
  of	
  Portland	
  since	
  2000.	
  We	
  identified	
  factors	
  
considering	
  racial	
  demographics,	
  education	
  level,	
  poverty	
  
status,	
  median	
  household	
  income,	
  overall	
  property	
  value,	
  and	
  
the	
  density	
  of	
  new	
  construction	
  in	
  our	
  study.	
  By	
  overlaying	
  
these	
  factors	
  we	
  can	
  visually	
  see	
  the	
  gentrification	
  trends	
  in	
  
Portland.	
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US	
  Census,	
  2000	
  and	
  2010;	
  Portland	
  Metro	
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  Assessor,	
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  City	
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This	
  analysis	
  identified	
  factors	
  contributing	
  to	
  gentrification,	
  displacement,	
  and	
  vulnerability.	
  First	
  gentrification	
  and	
  displacement	
  
factors	
   were	
   determined	
   and	
   overlaid.	
  Then	
   vulnerability	
   factors	
   were	
   determined	
   and	
   overlaid.	
  This	
   created	
   relative	
   scales	
   of	
  
Gentrification	
  Units	
  (GU)	
  and	
  Vulnerability	
  Units	
  (VU).	
  Block	
  Groups	
  with	
  a	
   	
  VU	
  of	
  7	
  +	
  that	
  intersected	
  areas	
   	
  with	
  a	
   	
  GU	
  of	
  6+	
  were	
  
identified	
  at	
  most	
  “at	
  risk”	
  and	
  selected	
  for	
  further	
  analysis.	
  Of	
  these	
  Block	
  groups,	
  those	
  more	
  than	
  .5	
  miles	
  away	
  from	
  areas	
  with	
  
a	
  GU	
  of	
  8+	
  were	
  eliminated,	
  as	
  only	
  areas	
  in	
  close	
  proximity	
  to	
  ongoing	
  gentrification	
  and	
  displacement	
  are	
  considered	
  truly	
  at	
  risk.	
  
This	
  resulted	
  in	
  the	
  final	
  Block	
  Groups	
  identified	
  most	
  at	
  risk.	
  For	
  validation	
  purposes,	
  this	
  analysis	
  compared	
  the	
  final	
  determined	
  
at	
  risk	
  Block	
  Groups	
  to	
  Portland	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Planning	
  and	
  Sustainability’s	
  (BPS)	
  2012	
  study	
  on	
  the	
  same	
  topic.	
  Similarity	
  in	
  compared	
  
results	
  demonstrated	
  accuracy	
   in	
  this	
  analysis.	
   	
  Further	
  more,	
  this	
  analysis	
   identified	
  more	
  areas	
  at	
   risk	
  that	
  would	
  benefit	
  from	
  
future	
  gentrification	
  and	
  displacement	
  studies.	
  


