What is The Impact of Light Rail Transit on Neighborhood Level Economic Trends?

Case Study: A Location Quotient Analysis on Tri-Met MAX Yellow Line Portland, Oregon

Transportation is important for economic development. Recent studies on the effect of transportation on certain industries have produced mixed results.
We sought to find how the development of light rail lines affects employment opportunities.

Introduction to Tri-Met MAX Yellow Line Methodology Findings and Conclusion

Interstate MAX Yellow Line . . . .
- Overall, the quarter-mile corridor outperformed the one-mile corridor

Economic Data:
- Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics (LEHD) (OnTheMap) - Jobs were exported from the quarter-mile from Agriculture, Utilities, Information, Professional, Man

agement, Administrative, Education, Health Care, Arts, Ent. Rec., Lodging & Food, Other Services, and
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- Willamette River - Within the quarter-mile, Mining & Oil, Utilities, Construction, Manufacturing, Wholesale, Retail, Trans-
portation, Information, Finance, and Real Estate lost jobs.
. - Within the one-mile corridor, jobs were lost in Agriculture, Utilities, Manufacturing, Administrative, and
- Before and after MAX Yellow Line

Health .
- Economic Data from 2002 and 2003 (before LRT) Feat Caret ot 1 " Utiliti 4 Manufacturi t' to shed iob
- Economic Data from 2006 and 2007 (After LRT) - From quarter-mile to one-mile corridors, Utilities and Manufacturing continue to shed jobs.
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-1999 Preliminary design and environmental studies began Ei =Employment inindustryiin the metropolitan area

. . _ H . i 2006 and 2007 Census Data Points
-2000-2001 PrOJeCt approval and construction ZE = Total employment in the metropolltan 283;?:(11,ioaﬁfs?tshuesy[)e?ltsvfﬁ;:? within 1/4 Mile of the Yellow Line

-2002 Utility relocation completed
- Winter 2003 Track/street/sidewalk construction completed
- Summer -2003 Art pieces installed at all 10 stations
-2003-2004 Signals, overhead power, shelters, testing

Unit of Analysis:
- Quarter-mile and One-Mile from MAX Yellow Line
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GIS Data Model Methodology:

TriMet Rail System by 2010
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Tri-Met yellow line and MAX line images and maps from http://trimet.org/pdfs/history/railfactsheet-interstate.pdf
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