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Professor W. Fischer

July 31st, 2006

SSBI COMPONENT FOR CREDIT NUMBER 2.

Language skill: Speaking

Strategies: 

To practice speaking:

1. Think about how a native speaker might say something and practice saying it that way.

2. Ask questions as a way to be involved in the conversation.

3. Try to figure out and model native speakers´ language patterns when requesting, apologizing, or complaining.

4. Students-generated strategies.

Mode of communication: 

Interpersonal: Student will be engaged in speaking activities that involve working in pairs or in groups of three or four.  These activities will focus on tasks such as creating dialogues, discussions or debates based on the topics designated to them. Students will exchange personal feelings, thoughts, ideas and basic opinions. (Benchmark 6 Standard  1.6.1.)

Presentational: Students will be engaged in speaking activities that involve working in groups of maximum 3 or in pairs. (Individual work may be part of the activities). These activities will focus on tasks such as making a presentation at the end of the course. Students will choose from a variety of topics and will decide how they will present the material to the whole class.  Students will present material in a clear and organized manner using strings of sentences (Benchmark 5 – 5.5.1, 5.5.2 Attempt to maintain audience attention.)

SSBI Lesson  Planning

A. Background for activities 1,  2, and 3.

Spanish 203, upper intermediate level, range of students (from 18 to 73). Educational setting: students of Portland State University, students are frequently from a variety of majors, most of them are native speakers of English. Students take Spanish courses as a requirement to complete their majors. Students take Spanish three times a week, one hour and five minutes each class, (or two times a week for two hours each session). The textbook that students follow is Atando Cabos Curso Intermedio de Españo de María González-Aguilar y Marta Rosso-O’lLaughtin . At the end of the course, students will be able to express their ideas in L2 according to the ACTFL intermediate level specifications. The main goal is that students communicate their thoughts intelligibly in the target language Spanish. 

Activity number 1. 

Time and schedule: 20 to 30 minutes.

Number of students: 30

Strategy Think about how a native speaker might say something and practice saying it that way (strategy 47).

Context for the SSBI activity. 

At this stage, students have been exposed to different new topics and they start getting familiarized with the teaching style as well as with the content of the course. Students have been studying the topic of:  pasatiempos. 
By the end of the lesson:

Students will be able to express their own ideas according to what they usually do as part of their leisure time. 

Also students will be able to express ideas imagining/anticipating how a native speaker might invite someone to go out (i.e. going to the movies, to the theater, etc –students choose the final destination).

Materials needed: overhead  projector, transparencies, markers, hand outs of situations. 

1) Stage 1: presentation/exploration of strategy. Teacher shows how a native speaker might express their feelings or thoughts or ideas according to the given situation, for example, teacher might present that when friends in Latin America invite someone to go out, they use some specific expressions. Teacher shows these expressions over the overhead projector and reads them along with the students.

For example: 

To invite someone             to accept the invitation    
to say no to the invitation.

Friends: 

Quieres salir conmigo 
claro que si, ¿a qué hora?
No lo sé, estoy un poco  

este fin de semana                                                                 ocupada

2) Stage 2: Practice of activity: teacher gives to students a series of situations in which students whether in pairs or in groups will have to anticipate what a native speaker might say according to the given situation. (See handouts for activity 1, p.  11). Teacher elicits some students’ responses and shares them with the class. The teacher might use another transparency to write down the students´ responses. 

Follow up activity. Now, students may practice with a different partner and may decide what they might say as native speakers of English according to the given situation. Then the whole class might compare the similarities and differences of their responses. 

3) Stage 3. Debriefting/ self evaluation session. 
Once students finish with this activity, the teacher may give them 5 or more minutes for students to complete the survey “how I learn” and the self-reflection survey that includes:

1. When dealing with speaking, what strategy do I apply by working…

Alone?

With a peer? 

Or in groups? 

2. In this activity, did “anticipating” strategy help me to accomplish the task? Explain how did it help you? What went right? What went wrong? 

3. What would I change in order for this activity to be more successful?

4. how do I feel working with a peer or by myself?

Activity number 2. 

Time and schedule: 20 to 30 minutes.

Number of students: 30

Strategy Ask questions as a way to be involved in the conversation.

Context for the SSBI activity. 

At this stage, students have been working with different topics from their textbooks. This time, the strategy specified above will help to introduce the topic of Human rights.

By the end of the lesson:

Students will be able to express what they know about human rights and explore more insights about it by sharing ideas with their peers or their groups of discussion. Materials needed: a piece of paper and a pen or pencil 

Stage 1: presentation/exploration of strategy. Teacher explains that asking questions helps to explore ideas about new topics; teacher provides an example on her. For example, if students want to know more about her, they might write down questions and ask directly to her. This is a way to expand their knowledge about her. 

Stage 2: Practice of activity: As part of this lesson, students will generate their own questions related to the given topic on a piece of paper. They will share their questions with a different peer in order not to repeat them.  The topic of presentation is human rights; teacher might bring some pictures in which some human rights are not respected in order to generate more ideas. Once students have a list of five questions, they will circulate around the class and will ask those questions to five different people. Then they will come back and report their ideas with their peer. Then they will answer in pairs what new did they learn about human rights? And what wasn’t new about the topic? Then the teacher elicits some of the students´asnwers and shares them with the whole class. 

Stage 3. Debriefting/ self evaluation session. 
Once students finish with this activity, the teacher may give them 5 or more minutes for students to complete the self-reflection survey that includes:

A) Creating the questions myself helped me to accomplish this task because I learned… (Explain). Also explain if this activity did not work for you, explain why did not work for you.

B) By circulating around, I learned …

C) In general, my general thoughts about this activity are…

Activity number 3. 

Time and schedule: 20 to 30 minutes.

Number of students: 30

Strategy Try to figure out and model native speakers´ language patterns when requesting, apologizing, or complaining.

Context for the SSBI activity. 

At this stage, students have been working with Sin duda and Así se dice section of their books in which they are presented with ways of congratulating, requesting something, for example inviting someone to do something. 

By the end of the lesson:

Students will be able to recognize, generate and practice ways of how native speakers might request, apologize and complaint. 

Materials needed: overhead projector, transparencies, markers, hand outs of the different situations. 

Stage 1: presentation/exploration of strategy. Teacher shares with students (in their handouts,) a list of situations in which students first have to recognize whether it is a request, apology or complaint, later on, students work in pairs in order to complete the deleted sentences in which they will figure out what a native speaker might say in each situation (see handout 2, p 12  for the deleted sentences). Then teacher elicits some of the students’ answers and shares them with the rest of the class. Teacher might confirm whether those answers are accurate or are close to what a native speaker might say. 

For example: request
Friends: 

A) Me puedes prestar tus apuntes    


B) ________________________________

A) ni modo, gracias.


Stage 2: Practice of activity: teacher gives to students a series of situations in which students in pairs will have to practice some of these situations and provide their original answers (see handout 3, p. 13). Teacher elicits some students’ responses and shares them with the class. The teacher might use another transparency to write down the students´ responses. 

Stage 3. Debriefting/ self evaluation session. 
Once students finish with this activity, the teacher may give them 5 or more minutes for students to complete the self-reflection survey that includes:

Did predicting what a native speaker might say in the given situation help me to understand and learn ways to express myself in such situation?

What was the most helpful step that I followed that really help me to accomplish this task?

In general, what I think that I learned from this activity is 

Activity number 4. 

Time and schedule: 20 to 30 minutes.

Number of students: 30

Strategy: students generated strategy.

Context for the SSBI activity. 

At this stage, students are in the final phase of the course, students have been working with a series of topics from units 9 to 12. Students have been exposed to a series of grammar rules as well as readings. Within this activity it is intended that students choose the topic that they are mostly interested in –from the ones that we explored throughout the course, or that this is their opportunity to explore their own topics of interest and show their creativity as well as practice speaking at a presentational mode. 

Materials needed: teacher provides a list of different topics and students choose, or students generate their own topics whether on board or on overhead projector and transparencies. Teacher brings the list of topics in handouts so that students have an idea. 

Stage 1: presentation/exploration of strategy. Teacher explains that this is the students´ opportunity to show off what they have learned; one way to do so is by doing oral presentations. Teacher may anticipate this since the very beginning of the first week of class so that students anticipate and organize their time. Teacher explains the procedures (see handout for presentations and procedures). Teacher explains, the time, the group set up and come to an agreement for the topics. They should not be repeated. 

For example: 

1. Friends coming to an agreement to go on vacations

2. Making a commercial to sell a product or to sell a trip

3. Telling the weather on TV or saying the news, etc. (see handout 4, p. 13 for a complete list of topics and instructions). 
Stage 2: Practice of activity: every class (specified by the teacher), students will be given 20 minutes to make their presentation to the whole class. Teacher might elicit some students from the audience to ask some questions to the presenters if necessary. 

Stage 3. Debriefting/ self evaluation session. 
Once students finish with this activity, the teacher may give the students who presented as part of their homework to write down a reflection on what they learned and how they accomplish their task by making this oral presentation. Students may complete the following survey that includes:

1. The strategies that used to accomplish this oral presentation were:

2. What I liked the most by working with peers or in groups are: (think in terms of time, organization, participation of students, etc.)

3. What I disliked the most by working with my team was:

4. If I had to do the same task in another Spanish course, what I would change or modify is:

At the end of the course, students will complete a self reflection of their progress based on the four strategies and activities that were used. Student should write down in a sheet of paper what their general thoughts are by working consciously with strategies.

Handout for activity 1.

 Lean en parejas las siguientes situaciones, y en parejas discutan y escriban lo que piensan ustedes que puede decir la persona al responder a la invitación. Luego discutan porqué eligieron esas respuestas.

Situación 1:

Carlos: Laura, hay una película mañana por la noche, ¿quieres venir conmigo?

Laura: _____________________________________________________________

Situación 2: 

Cristina (15 annos): Papi, hay una tardeada (baile) la siguiente semana en mi escuela, ¿puedo ir?

Papá: ____________________________________________________________

Situación 3

En la cafeteria

Profesor: va a ver un curso de nivelación la siguiente semana, el objetivo es que repasen y aclaren sus dudas sobre lo que hemos estudiado, ¿están interesados?

Alumnos __________________________________________________________
Handout for activity 3
En parejas, discutan si las siguientes son un: pedir un favor, pedir una disculpa o hacer una queja. Luego discutan cuál sería la mejor respuesta para cada situación.

Situación 1: en la casa  ____________________________

Hijo: Oye pa, ¿me prestas tu coche este fin de semana, tengo una cita con mi novia?

Padre: _________________________________________________________

Hijo: pero, ¿por qué? Si yo siempre te lo cuido.
Situación 2. en la oficina: _____________________________

Recepcionista: si ¿en qué le puedo ayudar?

Cliente: mire señorita, ayer vine porque mis vecinos de al lado hacen mucho ruido todo el tiempo, y yo tengo que trabajar, y esta es la tercera vez que vengo y no pasa nada, ¡qué injusticia!

Recepcionista: __________________________________________

 Cliente: entonces, ¿con quién más puedo hablar?

Situación 3: en la calle: __________________________________

Señor 1: fíjese por donde camina, casi me tira con su bici

Señor 2: _____________________________________________

Señor 1: pues, a ver si tiene más cuidado

Presentación oral en Español

This is your chance to show off your excellent abilities to talk in Spanish.

In Groups of three or four you will make a short presentation of 5 to 8 minutes, NO LONGER THAN THAT. Each class we will have a group presentation, I will announce in class what dates and when we start. 

Please be creative, you can do anything you like, remember everybody likes to have fun, here you have some ideas:

1. A little dramatization or a dialogue (with simple disguises), it can be at a restaurant, in an office, at school, etc.

2. Create a song and play it or sing it to us

3. Present a short video: reporting some news, the weather forecast, or a scene of a soup opera, play, etc.

4. Talk about a city or region of a Hispanic country, for example: 

a) food (you could video tape the process of making a recipe and show the video to the class and bring the dish to the class), 

b) or a dance (you could bring the music and explain how to dance for example, salsa, merengue, tango, etc.)

5. Prepare a radio program, 

6. Create a commercial: invent your own product and sell it to the class

7. Imagine you are a travel agent and sell us some trip to a beautiful place in Latin America

8. Make a parody of a debate or a discussion of a topic (such as the ones on CNN or OPB)

9. Prepare a picture or mini photo gallery and explain each of them

10. Narrate a short story with pictures, drawings, or puppets, 

11. Pick a traditional holiday (Easter, Christmas, New Year, etc.) in a Hispanic Country and explain it with the help of costumes, drawings, pictures, etc.

12. Make a mini game such as Jeopardy, etc.

13. ? Add an original and fun activity of your own.

If you can’t memorize your part, you may use some notes to remember your part, but do not to read whole pages. As soon as you know what you are interested in, let me know so that groups don’t repeat the same topics. During your presentation bring a copy of your script or information to the classmates and the professor.

Each member of the group will be graded individually following the following criteria:

Pronunciation, 

Clarity of speech

Vocabulary and grammar.

Quality of preparation.  
OJO: ***The best presentation may receive a surprise prize***.


