SSBI Lesson, •• ••, July 18, 2006

Background: ESL intermediate, 12-14 year old middle school students in a public school.

Context: Put these units together into a week-long series.  45 minute lessons, meeting 5x a week. 

Goals: At the end of the lessons, students will be able to ask one question asking for personal information relating to food.

Students will be able to use a chart to find information.

Students will have identified one learning strategy that they like to use.

The Typical Teenage Diet

Focus of Design: Listening and speaking strategies, ask questions in context

Learning styles: Synthesizing / Analytic

Modes of Communication: interpersonal, presentational, interpretive

Speaking Benchmarks: 

1.3.1 Exchange memorized basic personal information.

1.4.3 Ask and answer simple questions, using familiar, learned materials.

1.3.4 use memorized words and learned phrases in familiar contexts.

5.3.1 Present basic material using memorized phrases and simple sentences.

Listening benchmarks:

2.3.1 Extract main ideas from short, simple conversations, narratives and presentations on a limited range of familiar topics in everyday situations. 

Background knowledge: Basic food vocabulary, understanding of food groups, limited use of past tense (I ate.)

Activity 1: Chart your own preferences
SSBI exploration: Students fill out a “Language Strategy Use Survey for Listening and Speaking” (attachment #1) Point out that in this lesson we will also be doing surveys about preferences. 

SSBI concept: It is helpful to write down what you want to say. 

Materials needed: Survey and worksheet, one copy of each for each student.

Language learning activity: 

Fill out personal preferences on chart in the ME column (attachment #2) in the target language. List last three meals eaten plus snacks. Teacher models the process on an overhead or board, using the necessary vocabulary in a conversational tone. (“I ate bananas for breakfast, a cheese sandwich and grapes for lunch, ice cream as a snack, and for dinner I ate pepperoni pizza.”  

Follow up-learner response: What did you learn from your language strategy survey? Mention one thing about yourself.

Language concepts: Food vocabulary. Idiomatic English “….for …”

Adaptive: The chart can have pictures of the food groups, or students can draw them for themselves in a space left for just that.

Extension activities: Keep a week-long chart of what you eat. 

Activity 2: What do other students eat?

SSBI exploration: Plan 3 ways that you can ask for the information you need. Plan 2 ways that you can answer the questions. Write down the phrases if necessary. Check pronunciation and speaking clarity with a partner.

SSBI concept: It is helpful to plan/practice interview questions/answers in advance.

Language learning activity: 

Students find out about others through interviews. Teacher asks several students  generic questions such as “What did you eat for breakfast?” Then model a sample interview with a student to fill in the worksheet. Ask everyone to write down three questions they can ask. Write two sample answers.

a. Predict what you think students like to eat. Write one item for each column that you think will be the food most commonly mentioned.

b. Interview 2 other classmates to see what they like to eat. Ask for information in complete sentences. Follow up with more questions as needed to get the information. Thank the interviewee for his or her time. 

c. Fill in the blanks on the chart.

d. Show of hands – how many correctly predicted the most common food? What was it?

Follow up learner response: Did you use the three ways that you planned to ask the questions? Did you use other questions? Did you answer using either of your two answer phrases?

Language concepts: Asking for and giving personal information. Using the past tense.

Extension activities: Ask adults / teachers what they ate.

Adaptive: As needed students may read the questions from their list of three. Other students may try to do without.

Activity 3: How to show results – make a chart

SSBI exploration: teacher shows and posts examples of visual charts / graphs as examples of how people can show information visually. Ask for a show of hands – How many people have made charts to show data? 

SSBI concept: A visual representation of data can be helpful. Using a chart to organize information.

Materials needed: poster board, colored markers.

Language learning activity: 

a. Divide class into groups of four or five. Each group designs and makes a chart on poster board. The chart is blank at this point except for headings in the target language.

b. One at a time, students indicate their preferences each one of the class charts. This can be done with colored stickers, “X”es, filling in squares, etc. depending on the chart format. As they fill in the first chart, they tell the class what food they ate.

c. Students look at posted charts and summarize the results in phrases speaking with a partner. “Seven people ate pizza.” “Two people ate ice cream.”

Follow up learner response: Ask students to raise hands for two choices: preferred learning the information from charts or preferred listening to the partner give an oral report.

Language concepts: Making simple phrases. Repetition of key words.

Adaptive: Have a few blank charts ready to be filled in with the headings.

