Meeting 17 < 05 March 2013 - Tuesday Version:
Week 9: Societies & outlooks 3/5/13

pictures of the week thought-bite of the week:

"'} knew,' said the young Indian girl coolly, 'that the
crododile would let go when I stuck my fingers in its
eyes.'"

(Humboldt, "Personal Narrative", from Jaguars and Electric
Eels, ed. & trans. Wilson, p. 67)

Humboldt showing Indians 0w
fo use a sextant

mini-text of the week (start):

"1,..but the zambo would expect to be treated as an
equal, and that I cannot do with a man of his colour.'"

Humboldt, "Personal Narrative", from Jaguars and Electric
Eels, ed. & trans. Wilson, pp. 47 (i« )

 Gargueros (native porters)

Topics for today

(109 Is everybody HAPPY? Initial check for later discussion

Thought-bite of the week: The Indian girl - what other encounters with indigenous
people, as individuals, are recorded in Jaguars and Electric Eels or in the Helferich
biography? How does AvH portray the "non-indigenous" (but sometimes long-resident)
people(s)?

Followup on prevnous meeting's music (Gottschalk): link to NF |

yoga What does it mean when cultures borrow from each other? For now Just the
question - we'll get back to it during the rest of the course. (broadcast scund file and

(18") Comparative validity of sources of evidence about "VERY long ago": a) pre-1700
"science” (word didn't exist then in that sense); b) oral history and tradition, including
folk knowledge; c) classical ("pagan") history & "science”; d) Bible. What issues of truth,
validity, purpose are raised here? How fast does "signal loss" occur (ideas become
obsolete; knowledge is distorted in transmission)?

Some misconceptions about earlier worldviews and conflicts (science vs. technology;
science vs. religion/myth): flat/round Earth (Columbus and before); rotating Earth;
geocentric universe with "Man as center of unlverse age of the Earth / world, including
the notorious 4004 BC dating (the "t C

Small groups: Where do you get your citizen information, opinions, conclusions,
solutions, and how do you check it out? If you are into "think globally, act locally”,
where do you get your local info? What "signs" are there that your sources are




L

||reliable?

(20" Initial dnscussmn that will attempt te brmg it all tagether (re)mterpretmg the past |
and sustainable environmentalism. Small groups: define and distinguish ,gf il ’
happy/happiness, prosperity, wealth(y), rich(ness?), standard of living, equity.

A snapshot of happiness and standard of living in the past: the "turnspit” (the thing, the
animal, the people), from Consider the Fork: A History of How We Cook and Eat, by
Bee Wiison (2012, pp. 87-7).

i - Your experience compared to the common experiences of the past. If
your are comfortable with the idea you might do the questionnaire as a partner-
interview. If time afterward: We generate a list of bad experiences that people in the
Past did not have.

First: Let's separate happiness from the other concepts so we don't get stuck in
arguments about what it means to say "Your generation has it better now." The
"Easterlin Paradox" (v 4): above a certain level, self-reported personal
happiness does not correlate closely with income — above a certain level; below that
level, in the realm of destitution, increase in income is paralleled by increase in
happiness. See "Where money seems to talk," The Economist, July 12, 2007. (The
Legatum Prosperity Index [4 a] attempts to rank the happiness of countries as a
whole, based on a range of factors: welath, economic growth, personal well-being, and
quality of life.)

Thesis: In the West (Europe, North America, related societies) material well-being
(whatever the feeling of happiness) has increased greatly, starting around 1800 or, at
the latest, 1850. In the lower middle class, this well-being reached a point where
general lifestyle / standard of living shows a great difference between people born
around 1900 and later, and people born any time earlier. The difference in well-being
between people born around 2000 and people born around 1950 is not nearly as great;
the difference between people born around 1950 and those born around 1900 is
considerable, but not as great as the very big difference in material well-being between
1900-present and 1900 and before.

(1 5" Now a more systematlc view: The world Now and in 1600 (-1900+): your probable

absent very present) What

caused the change, and what did the change cause? How does that relates to somal
responSIblhty (activism?) and sustainable environmentalism? See also hane :
pre seting: pictures from Lesy, Wisconsin Death Trip; article from The

Economist, about malnutrition in the present.

(5") Still more advice about "educated citizen" reading; example (with free samples: i
New York Review of Books)

(5" Announcements, Checkups & Previews: 1) still more advice about "educated
citizen" reading, with yet another example (NYRB); 2) one focus of "interpreting the
past’ to the present during the rest of the course: land and water allocation and use in
the American West, including Oregon, and how Humboldt play an important role in that.

One theme of next several weeks: Humboldt's influence on the development of
systems of land and water measurement and management in the US.
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The rich are different from you and me-—and they say they are happier
Jul 42th 2007 | From the print edition Lke 14 Tweet .1

EVERY sumimer, the world has its temperature taken twice—once by climate

scientists, literally; a second time by opinion polisters, metaphorically. This year

two new surveys have thrown up a lot of fresh data on how the world really
feels. And they have, so the pollsters say, cast some unexpected light on the
link between wealih and happiness.

Ever since social scientists at the University of Pennsylvania found that

M’mansion-dwelling American millionaires are barely happier than Masai warriors

in huts, some economists have been downplaying the link between cash and
contentment. In a 2005 book, Richard Layard, a British scholar, said family
circumstances, employment and health all mattered more to a sense of
well-being than income. Rich countries might be happier than poor ones, but

%M’ beyond a threshold, the connection weakens, and more cash would not buy

more happiness—so the theory goes.

The new polls cast some doubt on that school of thought. They add weight to
the contention that growth and income play a big part in boosting people’s
satisfaction with life and their atlitude to the future.
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Scoring Guide for Assignment 4: "Describe a Humboldi-Relaied Species"

6 Exemplary (A+): The piece is a finished product that can go before its intended audience unchanged. It
catches the eye immediately, the more so the younger the learner, but is not guirky (odd use of color,
etc.); for older learners the presentation is dignified but not plain. The content, especially the science
content, challenges the learner (but does not cognitively overwhelm younger leammers); cuieness along is
not sufficient. Science includes classification, habitat, characteristic features, and something beyond that.
Humboldt is there as an explorer and scientist, with an enticing detail. The piece is written for its
audience, not its author, and the audience is not idealized in knowledge and interest. There is a voice, and
that voice addresses the reader as a person. The information is organized, not just thrown at the audience.
Typography and format show such skill that the author might become responsible for that in a group
project of a similar nature. Graphics are unusually attractive and well placed in relation to text. Text is
modulated with variation in font, text size, even color (for a purpose). THERE ARE NO SPELLING
ERRORS, and no other text errors that would incite a K-12 teacher to reject the text immediately.
Vocabulary level suits the audience but also challenges it a little. Sources and summary are there, Editor’s
function would be to spend a few minutes sharpening phrasing and adjusting punctuation.

5 Outstanding (A-): almost 6, not just halfway between 4 and 6. Editor would need to spend 15 minutes
marking up text, format, and content, and then 5 minutes telling the author what must be changed and
ALSO added. Author would need to spend an hour adding and adjusting content and half an hour
improving the visual and typographical presentation.

4 Sufficient (B-): The piece is definitely deficient in presentation, but what it needs even more is
improvement of its content, whether in quantity, quality, or both, before the author attempts to improve
the presentation of that content. Likely flaws (but can’t all be serious): the scientific content is thin, even
for the specific audience; substitutes cuteness for information; link to Humboldt is vague (beyond the use
of the word); lack of authorial voice (other than scientific-informational); organization defaults to that of
the scientific sources and there is no evidence that the information is being sequenced to entice the reader
into the science and Humboldt background (unless the reader is, for example, an AP student, but even
then the organization should not be the “default”); typography and format are plain but not ugly and
wasteful (example: graphics are accompanied by large blocks of white space); there are serious errors of
spelling, punctuation, and phrasing, even beyond what “picky” schoolteachers would flag; vocabulary
ignores the cognitive and linguistic level of the intended reader; sources/ summary are missing. Editor
would need to teach (skills, language), offer comments that cover issues that the assignment’s
specifications already deal with, and see another revision stage before being fairly confident that the piece
meets the 5/6 standard. Author would need to spend several more hours researching, writing, and
improving the visual/ textual presentation.

3 Almost sufficient (C+): almost 4, not just halfway betwen 2 and 4.

2 Deficient (C): Hypothetical reader would stop reading well before the end. Keep the content and then
expand it greatly (but also treat it selectively). Probably better to start with a new text, rather than attempt
to rewrite what’s there.

1 Severely deficient (D): almost 2, not just halfway between 0 and 2. The author has severely
underestimated what is required in content, writing, and presentation, but there is hope.

0 Unacceptable (F): The author’s problems clearly extend beyond the assignment itself.



