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Education

Continued from Page One

employees of the governor’s
educadon panel, formally ti-
tled the Oregon Education
Investment Board, have held
seven public hearings from
Pendleton to Medford, got-
ten diverse education groups
on board, made the rounds of
newspaper editorial boards
and otherwise convinced key
players, Nesbitt said.

Groups from the state
teachers union to the conser-
vative business lobby Associ-
ated Oregon Industries now
sayitisimportant that the bill
pass as an early concrete step
toward the governor's larger
vision for improving Oregon
education.

“We welcome the account-
ability, and we fully embrace
setting goals,” Sena Norton, a
Boring Middle School teacher

cal high standards for public
officials” o provide fumding
néﬁs’s’aﬁr’?to get the job done
ell, she said.

presi-
dent, noted the businesses in
her association employ more
than 200,000 Oregonians. “We
have a very strong interest in

education reform,” she said. .

“Achievement compacts are a
critical piece.” |
Eventually, Kitzhaber hopes
to create a seamless, results-
oriented early childhood-to-
college education system that
propels every student to grad-
uate from high school and 80
: percent of Oregomans to a

shifts and a lot more rnn:mey

20/7

e should haveTecipro-

That will require SE]SITI]C :

and only about 40 percent
get an associate’s degree or
higher.
the 2011 Legislature, Kitz-
haber secured broad biparti-
san support for his proposals
to start that change. But most
of the provisions were over-
arching and structural, with
specificsleft to be determined
later. Some lawmakersand ad-
vocates grumbled the package
wasrushed through with rela-
tively little scrutiny, and it was
unclear whether Kitzhaber's
more specific follow-up bills
would fly.

He proposed two this year:

one to begin remaking the

landscape of early childhood
programs and the second to
create achievement compacts
and make related changes at
schools and colleges.

That bill passed the Sen-
ate Education Committee on
a 4-1 vote last week. Even the
lone “no,” Sen. Larry George,
R-Sherwood, said favorable
things about the governor's
plans while expressing con-
cerns that local innovation

board and public univer-
president will be weighing
size afmeasu rable achieve-

“or school districts, deliv-
erables could include higher
raduation rates, higher
third-grade reading scores,
more students showing a full
year's growth on state tests,
more freshmen passing their
classes and smaller gaps be-

tween white, nondisabled

native English speakers and
their historically lower-scoring
counterparts,

Community colleges and
universities could end up
pledging t& get more stu-
dents to earn certificates and
degrees, graduating more stu-
dents ready to work in high-
wage growth industries and
doing more to help local high

the state.

encompassing education
board. Plans forwarded by
Kitzhaber and the board are
finding broad and fervent
support at the Capitol this
month. By April, every
school district and college
preparing its first
achievement compact" wit

MICHAEL LLOYD
THE OREGOMIAN

chool students geta jump on
college credit.

But that's not decided for
sure. Two subcommittees of
the governor’s new board have
2Y, weeks to recommend the
specifics of what can and can't
bein the compacts, then check
in with a broad advisory board
for feedback. A final decision
is slated for March 13,

There will be no set re-
wards for schools or colleges
that meet their targets, and a
district or college that falls far
short would still be funded on
the same formulas as success-
ful ones.

But lawmakers, education

“advocacy groups and business

leaders all heaped praise on
the idea, saying a focus on key
resultsislikely to help increase
momentum to achieve them.
And they said achievement
targets set by Oregon and its
school districts are likely to be -
more meaningful than those
now dictated by the federal No
Child Left Behind Law.

Proponents of the plan
grounded part of their opti-
mism on the experience of
Salem-Keizer and Tigard-Tu-
alatin schools, both of which
outperform districts with sim-
ilar demographics on several
keymeasures and are register-
ing improvement.

The superintendents of
both those districts have tes-
tified repeatedly that publicly

-specifying the key results they

aim to achieve has been im-
portantto geteveryonein their
district working toward those
goals and enabled them to, in
fact, reach those targets.

“We have been public and
ntentional about what we
are intending to do and have
come very close” to meeting
all those targets, said Tigard
Superintendent Rob Saxton.
“Thatreallyis the power of the
compacts.”

-
Betsy Hammond:
,503-294-7623
betsyhammond@oregonian.com



