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encompassing education
board. Plans forwarded by
Kitzhaber and the board are
findinq broad and fervent
support at the Capitolthis
month. By April, every

cmployees of fie govemorlr
education panel, formally ti-
tled the Oregon Education
Investment Board, have held
seven public hearings trom
Pendleton io Medford, gor-
ten diverse education groups
on board, made the roundsof
newspaper €ditorial boards
and oiherwise convinced key
players, Nesbitt said.

Groups from the state
teachers union to the conser-
wtive business lobbyAssoci-
ated Oregon Industries now
say it is important tlat the bill
pass as an early concrete step
toward. t}le governor's larger
rnsron ror rmprovrng uregon

"We w€lcome the account-
ability and we firly embrace
sefting 8oa1s," Sena Norton, a

fti;iiiffi' co ege credir.
choolstudents gel a jump on

But thats not decid€d for
sure. 'lwo subcommittees of
the governor's new board have
2, w€ek to recommend the
specifi cs olwhat can and cant
be in the cornpads, rhen check
in with a broad advisory board
for feedbaclc A tuial decision
isslatedforMarch 13.

There will be no set re
wards tbr schools or colleSes
thai meet their targets, and a
distict or colege that fals far
short would still be funded on
the same formlrlas as success

But lawmalers, cducation
advocacy groups and business
leaderc a[ heaped praise on
the id€a, saying a fo.us on key
results is likely to help lncrease
momentum to ac_hieve them.
And thcy said achievement
targets set by Oregon and its
school districtr are lilely ro be
more meaningful than those
now dictated bythe federal No
Child Left Behind Law.

Proponents of the plan
grounded part oftheir opri-
mism on the expe ence of
Salem Kejzer and Tigard-Tu
alalin schools, both ofwhich
ouQedonn districts with sim,
ilar demograpbics on several
keymeasures and are rcgisteF

Contl.ued lrom Paqe One

Boring Middle &bqol teacher

are not afraid

the 201I l€gislature, Kiiz-
haber secured broad bipard-
san suppon for hjs proposals
to stan that change. But most
oI the provisions werc over'
arching and structural, with
specifics lefr to be derermined
later Some lasrralers ard ad,
vocates grumbl€d the package
was rushed tbrough with rela
tively litde scrutiny, and it was
unclear wherher Kitzhaber's
more speciic follorv up bills
would fly

He proposed 1wo this year:
one to begin remaking the
landscape of early childirood
progams and the second ro
seate achievemenl compacb
and male related changes at
schools and colleges.

That bil passed the Sen-
ate Education comrdttee on
a 4-1 vote last week. Even the
lone 'ho,' Sen. Larry George,
R Sheruood, said favorable
things about the governor's
plans while expressing con
cerns that local innovation

r school distdcts, deliv

(al hjqhsiandards for oublic
9qjw-o trofr8d-tinditls
necessary to ger ne toD oone

she sai

dent, noted the businesses in
her association employ more
than 200,000 Oregonians. "We
have a !€ry slrong jnterest in
education refom," she said.
'hchie!€m€nt compacts are a
critical piece." .

Eventually Kitzhaber hopes
io create a seanless, results
oriented early childhood,to-
college education s]stem that
propels everysndent to gad-

i could include higher

The superiDtendents of
both those districts have tes-
tifed repea r€dly rha t p ublicly
specjrying the ley resulrs fiey
aim to achieve has been im,
portantto get everyone in their
djstrict woiking toward thoseyear's growth on state tests,

more fteshmen passing their
classes and smaller gaps be'
tween white, nondisabled
native English speakers and
ineirhistoicaly lower-scoing

pledging tts get more stu-
dents to eam c€rtificates znd

rt, reach those targets-
"We have be€n public and

ntenrional abour what we

and enabied them to, in

intending to do andhave
come very close'l to fiieeting
all those targets, said Tigard
Supedntendent Rob Saxron.
''that rcally js the pow€r ofthe

BeEy Hammand:

L, e ts! h a n no nd @ o E go n ia x. c o n I

ach'ev€ment compact"

;nd onty about au perLeri t
get an associatet degree or

graduat ion rates, higher
third'smde readirs scores,
more students showing a tuI

Thar will reouire seismic
ifts and a lot;ore money,
rently, more than 25

dents rcady to rvork in high
uage growth industrie$ and

|r1 doing inore to help local high

uate &om high \chool and 80

gmouat$8morestu-


