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First-Year German Writing Test (K20)

Part 1 (25%) Gibt es so etwas in Amerika? / Do you have things like that?


Your class has been exchanging emails with a group of teenage schoolkids who are getting ready for a group trip to the U.S. They already know about Disneyland, Starbuck’s, our TV shows, and all the other eye-catching stuff. But parts of their emails, quoted below, suggest they aren’t sure of some smaller parts of our culture and may have absorbed some distortions about it.


In German, reply to each question or statement with significant cultural information. “Significant” means: if we have something similar in America, describe it and maybe distinguish it from its German near-equivalant; if we don’t have something similar, write about what we do have that serves a similar purpose, and maybe explain why we do it our way. English example, based on the phrase “im Zweiten Weltkrieg stark zerstört” (Kontext 18.04.04): “Was any of the Second Word War fought in America?” A possible answer: “Only in Hawaii are there signs with ‘Heavily damaged in World War II.’ But in Washington, D.C. there’s a sign on the White House: ‘Heavily damaged in the War of 1812.’ Or at least that’s what your guidebook will tell you.”


NOTE: This is a language test, not a history or sociology test. If the kid asks you why the Golden Gate Bridge isn’t gold, or how long or old it is, you don’t have to come up with the absolute truth. Guess, or explain why you don’t know, or get rid of him.

Gibt es Brötchen in Amerika? Ist das Frühstück immer inklusiv im Hotelpreis?

Finden wir in Amerika  Fußgängerzonen, wie überall in Deutschland?

Wie alt ist eine “Altstadt” in Amerika? Wo ist die älteste Stadt in Amerika, und wie alt ist sie?

Schmeckt amerikanisches Bier immer so furchtbar?

Der Rhein ist sehr groß und lang, und in Köln und Koblenz sind die Promenaden am Fluß kilometerlang.

In unsrer Altstadt gibt es eine gotische Kirche aus dem Jahr 1423, einen Marktplatz vor dem Rathaus, und eine römische Stadtmauer (jetzt eine Ruine).

Part 2 (25%)


Your second project this quarter gave you the opportunity to investigate how German can relate to your serious academic and occupational interests. You found places where you could pursue that interest with courses or other learning experiences, and you looked for people who shared your interests. Here you will write a letter to such a person, and you hope it will lead both to a personal acquaintance and some help about following up your academic or occupational interest, but in a German-speaking environment.


Your letter must to the following: 1) tell about yourself, and especially with regard to your academic or occupational interests; 2) pay serious attention to the other person, as a human being and as someone who shares your academic or occupational interests; 3) appeal to the other person as someone who can help you pursue your academic or occupational interests in a German-speaking environment.


If you have brought your project materials to this exam, you are welcome to use them as you write your letter. If you did not do the project, you can still do this part of the exam, and can even do it pretty well if you have learned the basic course materials along the way.


Adjust the phrase below to fit the identity of your contact person, and then continue your letter on the rest of this page.

Liebe(r) neue(r) Freund(in)!

