102 Oral Test Protocol – Kontext 11

(small talk, dialog check, family member description)


1.
greeting & name (count as "small talk" with item 4)

Make it brief. Say your own name to elicit a sentence where they identify themselves. Add 1 question, depending on the person. (If the examinee is your own student, ask something other than "Wann beginnt Ihre Deutschstunde?" Ex: Was ist heute und wieviel Uhr ist es?")


2.
dialog read aloud from script

Show photocopy or screen dialog from recent chapter. "Wir machen jetzt Dialog X". Pointing to the speaker names, ask "Sie Sie [Person X] oder [Person Y]?" DO NOT use words like "spielen" or "lesen" to set this up.


3.
family/friend description

Ask a couple questions that allow you to put the focus on a friend/family member (Haben Sie Freunde in Portland? Ist Ihre Familie auch in Portland?). Don't bother to rate this initial item.

Then zero in on the person and turn the examinee loose to describe at the multi-sentence level (if possible!). Example: "Ist Sarah eine interessante Person?" "Sind Sie wie Ihr Bruder?" "Studiert Ihre Schwester auch hier an der Universität?" IMPORTANT: Sit back and wait for the language to come out, IF IT CAN. Do NOT hammer at the examinee until you get paragraph-like behavior; measure what you get with the minimal prompt. If the examinee has earlier seemed pretty good and then turns reticent here, allow yourself ONE helping utterance, such as: "Sie sprechen Deutsch, aber Ihre Schwester?" (DO NOT model third-person singular verb forms beyond the minimal questions with "ist" etc.)

LOOK FOR: voluntary multi-sentence description; pronouns "er/sie"; verb endings in "-t"; use of verbs beyond "ist" and "hat".

IMPORTANT: In your prompts use very simple language. Your are testing SPEAKING, not comprehension and certainly not comprehension of complex grammar. DO NOT use constructions such as "Sind Sie Ihrem Bruder ähnlich?" Instead, try a statement about the person coupled with a question about the target person ("Sie sind 18 Jahre alt. Und Ihre Schwester?").


4.
wind-down (counts as "small talk" with item 1)

Finish the conversation by seeming surprised at the time that has passed. Offer one relevant prompt, such as "Essen Sie jetzt?" or "Haben Sie um [some near time] eine Klasse?" Thanks and farewell.

