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Scoring Guide for OT K11 (read dialog; describe family member or friend)

Rule of thumb for 4/complete: comprehensible immediately to native speaker who is not reading the text. Text type is Intermediate-Low in general, rising to Intermediate-Mid on familiarity territory (ex: “Mein Bruder studiert Mathematik” would be said fluently, but “Er arbeitet [halting attempt to express “part-time” yields “heute aber nicht morgen, oder morgen aber nicht heute”]). Does not frequently seem to need and then fail to produce vocabulary that has been introduced by Wie, bitte? or is likely to have been acquired otherwise in class or in projects.
	
	Small Talk (10%)
	Dialog Reading from Text (45%)
	Family description (45%)

	6
	responds to or initiates at every opportunity
	reads at close to natural pace, with same speed throughout (thus indicating familiarity with all words); chunks in accord with meaning; adds expression; does not ignore umlauts or reverse sounds (*Kartofflen for Kartoffeln)
	several well-formed sentences using verbs other than sein, along with the simpler sentences about age, etc.; appears able to add more; third-person singular conjugation solid; distinguishes mein/meine accurately for people; uses 3S pronouns (can’t expect the accusative)

	5
	Clearly closer to 5 than to 3
	Clearly closer to 6 than to 4
	along with “sein” sentences, uses several specific verbs but sometimes misconjugates (or fails to conjugate at all). Distinguishes mein/meine etc. for people, but with some errors.

	4
	basic greetings and politeness reflected in language; does not hesitate if the examiner initiates
	Reads without stumbling core language from previous material and more than half of current unit (i.e., does not handle low-frequency vocab, or trips on new morphological variation of known words). Does not distort umlauts or other characteristic sounds in words from  previous core vocab. May not chunk and intone emphatically for German but does not chunk and intone distortedly. Does not speak only in monotone. No long pauses or incorrect seguencing of words (as in DM __,__ or __.__ Uhr). Does not slow down on arabic numbers of 1 through 3 digits. (Allow single lapses in above if the passage has other instances of the same feature that are managed properly.)
	more than one sentence that use verbs other than sein; uses 3S -t ending, if only once (“ist” doesn’t count); mixes mein/meine etc., but does use both (if often wrongly); does not distort core family terms (Bruder, etc., not “Broder”)

	3
	may hesitate sometimes, but always responds
	Clearly closer to 4 than to 2. Does not turn statements into questions due to uncertainty.
	More than 2 sentences, but mostly with “sein” (even where, for example, “wohnen” is more appropriate); mixes -t ending and distorted endings (or infinitive) for third-person singular.

	2
	one greeting handled, the other garbled;
	Severe distortion even of language from earlier units. Reading is slow, unchunked, and monotone. May intone statements as questions, due to insecurity.
	two short sentences, limited to early-chapter language (Bob ist 17 Jahr alt. Er studier(e)…)

	1
	one greeting; little else
	Gets part way into the dialog, but with much difficulty.
	a few words only


