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Course objective: familiarity with second-language teaching K-16 as a distinct professional and scholarly discipline.

Course goals: 1) demonstrate an understanding of current theories of second-language acquisition and a familiarity with the relevant research; 2) choose resources and design lesson plans that reflect current SLA theory and practice; 3) select or create appropriate assessment tools; 4) develop the ability to reflect on teaching, to research issues related to classroom teaching, to make changes and adjustments as needed; 5) acquire knowledge of professional issues and begin planning own professional development.

Structure: The course has been redesigned so that not only is it consistent with current best practice in the discipline, but also corresponds to the curriculum developed by Reaching for PASS in Second Languages – The Pre-Service Alignment Project, a project funded by an Oregon Eisenhower Grant (1996), with the goal of improving the training of Oregon language teachers in preparation for the universal second-language require

ment in the state’s K-12 schools and the PASS requirement for admission to institutions in the Oregon University System.

Approach: Activities will comprise a combination of instructor presentation of systematic subject knowledge and learner exploration (individual and small group). Practical application of knowledge and skills will be the standard of success and the organizing principle of activities. All assignments, projects and tests will be of a “real-world” nature, and evaluation will be according to a proficiency-based scoring guide rather than arbitrary points and a bell-curve distribution of grades. Reflective writing, direct experience of the language-learning process, and development of instructional and assesment materials will be prominent parts of the course.

Outcomes: 1) the start of a professional portfolio that will include a personal professional statement (“credo”), evidence of language skills, reflections about professional reading and other experiences, knowledge of assessment procedures, and documentation of ability to judge professional resources; 2) knowledge of language-teaching methods (current best practice and history of the profession), sufficient to explain the topic to non-specialist stakeholders (administrators, learners, parents of learners); 3) knowledge of professional support resources (reference sources, professional publications, organizations, local teachers); 4) knowledge of standards and assessment tools sufficient to confirm and communicate the assessments produced by trained assessors; 5) understanding of our “clients,” both as individual learners and as a society that supports language learning, with special attention to Oregon and Portland second-language standards and curriculum; 6) ability to evaluate instructional materials in terms of curriculum and standards.

Products: journal entries; short language evaluations; documentation of own language skills; special-interest topic project; group presentation; resource collection.

Note: We expect to make minor adjustments in the schedule and list of assignments, both because of the delay caused by snow this year, and because this year the course is being team-taught.

Assignments: see course website. Assignments #1 & #2 will be distributed on paper at the first meeting. Later assignments will be posted to the website and will not normally be distributed on paper. Assignment #1 is being changed slightly from the previous website version to adjust to the snow delay.

Readings: to be taken from book chosen in Assignment #1 and from materials located on-line or in readily available publication. Some reading distributed by instructors.

Initial Syllabus

Minor assignments (journal entries, etc.) are due one week after assigned. Due dates for projects will be announced.

wk

dates

topic & activities

follow-up / preparation for next class

1

7/9 Jan.

• course goals, activities, bureaucratics; range and history of learners, methods, and programs (teaching, training); “where we come from” and “where I (and we) are going”;

• tools of the trade; organizations and publications; websites;

• video of popular images of language teaching/ learning

• read Higgs, “Language Teaching and the Quest for the Holy Grail” (photocopied handout);

• Read Reaching for PASS (handout) and write a one- or two-page reflection for your portfolio; topics for thought: 1) how much were you aware of such issues before? 2) how far along are you in development as a professonal language teacher?

• prepare to order your book (see separate sheet)

• take home or go to the library to find an issue of a language-teaching journal to critique

• find out how and why to join a professional language teachers’ organization

2

14/16 Jan.

ACTFL Guidelines; sample Oral Proficiency Interview; how to write a proficiency evaluation;

• PASS standards

• language acquisition; L1 vs L2, learning vs. acquisition, learner types and other factors

• visit websites for ACTFL, the AAT(s) relevant to you, and PASS

• DPR (download, print & read) ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines

• one-page reflection: tell why you chose the book, the journal and the organization

• one-page (or even less) self-evaluation of your own proficiency in your second or third (or even fourth) language

3

23 Jan.

NO CLASS 21 Jan.; audit/observe sample Oral Proficiency Interviews

• field-trip #1 sometime this week or the next

• DPR National Standards and Portland Public Schools second-language curriculum paper;

tentative:

• map grammar onto ACTFL Guidelines

• writeup of OPI

4

28/30 Jan.

more OPI; proficiency in other modalities (especially writing); nuts-and-bolts test??

tentative:

• draft professional credo

• plans for special-topic projects

5

4/6 Feb.

scoring guides; content-based instruction; language across the curriculum

6

11/13 Feb.

portfolio development

7

18/20 Feb.

field-trip #2 sometime around now

8

25/27 Feb.

Textbooks: where they come from, what they’re like, and what happens to them

PSU Pew Grant Project proposal

9

4/6 Mar.

one-page reflection: I chose the right/wrong book

10

11/13 Mar.

18 Mar. 5:30-7:20 pm or TBA

Final “exam,” to consist of 5-10 minute individual or 2-person presentations of projects, with required group evaluations of each

FL 498/598 Methods • Assignment #1 • Due: at 22 January class

Textbook, Organization & Journal Investigation

Three books have been standard resources in second-language pedagogy for American teachers during the past decade: Lee & VanPatten, Making Communicative Language Teaching Happen; Omaggio, Language Teaching in Context; and Curtain & Pesola, Languages and Children. Books are expensive, different people have different interests, and until we see who is in the course we can’t pin down every last detail and choice of materials. Your first big assignment, therefore, is to investigate these three texts, choose one (or more!) for yourself, and order it on-line (or maybe obtain locally through Powell’s, Barnes & Noble, etc.)

Follow these steps:

1) Visit websites that tell about the three books. You can find them by searching under the authors’ names (maybe with added keywords like “language”) at <amazon.com> and <Barnes & Noble.com>. Both sites offer short reviews; you can also find reviews, more laboriously, in the professional journals. Note the range of prices among booksellers and between new and used editions.

2) Choose the book for you; make notes of what influenced your decision, other than price and availability (career interests; your strengths and weaknesses in language teaching; whether you have children, etc.). Write up your notes in a one-page reflection, due 22 January.

3) Visit the websites below to learn about professional organizations:


www.actfl.org


the website of the US professional organization for teachers of your language (AATG, AATF, AATSP, etc.)

4) Examine issues of the journals of the professional organizations listed above (Foreign Language Annals, Hispania, Unterrichtspraxis, etc.) and also the independent journal Modern Language Journal. Examine them they way you did the books in the first part of the assignment.

5) Come to class Thursday (22 January) ready to discuss your choice and to arrange to order it. If you want to order all by yourself and pay the delivery charges alone, you may do so. I expect that groups will form to order together and share the charges.

methods

standards

resources

curricula

Assignment 1: critique and order a book; background questionnaire; visit ACTFL and ATG sites

Kathie video worksheet

take journal home

credo draft

audit & write up OPI

lang self-eval

$1000 self-improvement budget

credo revision

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #2 (Thursday, 22 January 2004)

Chief topics: the professional network (organizations and publications); core book resources; learning styles; teaching methods and methodologies; ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines

summary of previous meeting:

Course introduction (goal: recognize that language teaching is an organized professional and academic area); library resources; survey of participants; scoring guides and first writing assignments

Assigned reading: Higgs, “Language Teaching and the Quest for the Holy Grail;” Oxford, The Role of Styles and Strategies in Second Language Learning.”

Assigned activities: select, review, obtain textbook; examine websites of professional organizations; reflection: a language-learning experience (both due 22 January or before, with revisions to follow when necessary)

today:

Review results of previous meeting and check for gaps; Questions about library facilities? Do we have everyone’s email? Can we distribute them to the class?

Professional organizations and related publications

The three “core” book resources (Omaggio, Lee/Vanpatten, Curtain/Pesola), and how the related assignment will be scored

Learning styles & strategies (Oxford article and personal inventory); background of people in this class (last week’s survey)

(10-minute break)

Dinner / snack and video about images of language teaching & learning

Further reflection about learning styles

Methods and methodologies of language teaching (and another look at the video)

ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines (if time: introduction to Oral Proficiency Interview, with video)

Preview and assignments:


topics for next week: implications of language teaching as a profession; history of the language teaching (NOT literary scholarship) profession; second-language acquisition research; continuation of ACTFL guidelines and OPI discussion; our “clients”


ACTFL self-rating; background research on upcoming topics (specifications will be posted on course website and the news will be emailed to you)

Portland State University

Department of Foreign Languages & Literatures
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Meeting #3

Thursday, 29 January 2004)

Chief topics

• review & check for gaps

• the Oral Proficiency Interview

• history of language teaching and its methodologies

• second language acquisition

summary of previous meeting

√ Review results of previous meeting and check for gaps; Questions about library facilities? Do we have everyone’s email? Can we distribute them to the class?

√ Professional organizations and related publications

√ The three “core” book resources (Omaggio, Lee/Vanpatten, Curtain/Pesola), and how the related assignment will be scored

√ Learning styles & strategies (Oxford article and personal inventory); background of people in this class (last week’s survey)

√ Video about images of language teaching & learning

√ Further reflection about learning styles

– Methods and methodologies of language teaching (and another look at the video)

√ ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines (if time: introduction to Oral Proficiency Interview, with video)

today

(15’) Review results of previous meeting and check for gaps; can we get / use your pictures on the email list? Comments about the textbook-choice assignment; maybe: the Higgs article

(30’) The ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview

(30’) Language teaching methodologies - history and principles

(10’) break

(30’) Major foreign language teaching methods

(20’) Worksheet: Our clients, ourselves

(60’) SLA survey & small-group discussion

(10’) Preview and assignments (including: possible assignments later in course; midterm)

materials used / distributed for use in this class (paper unless otherwise noted)

video: demo OPI (Amigo / first-year Spanish student)

audio: great moments in OPI history (“Do you have hobbies? Do you have a horse?”)

misc. publications: all the stuff you get in the mail when you join the orgs

worksheet: our clients

an OPI evaluation check-off form

timeline and notes for an OPI write-up

guidelines for reading journal articles

SLA survey

book: President’s [Carter’s] Commission on Foreign Language and International Studies (11/1979)

books: David Crystal, Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language;  ditto: …the English Language

Next meeting (preview)

major learning theories (Krashen, Chomsky, cognitive theory)

start multi-week activities in teaching techniques and lesson planning

Assignments (due at next meeting unless specified otherwise)

ACTFL self-rating (~2 pages): Evaluate your speaking and writing proficiency in one of your non-native languages. Matters to address: function, content, accuracy; you must provide specific evidence of your proficiency.

generic assignment: check what your core books have to say about language learning theories and explicit grammar instruction

journal article relating to SLA

News of profession, etc.

Did you know that the PSU Center for Academic Excellence (CAE) in CH and the tech center (IDSC) in SMC offer FREE short courses in teaching (assessment, student management, research methods) and technology (multimedia, internet, etc.)??

[cartoon about Spansh oral tests

Portland State University
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Meeting #4

Thursday, 5 February 2004

Chief topics

• review & check for gaps

• rating the Oral Proficiency Interview; evaluating your own proficiency

• second language acquisition

• our clients, ourselves

• preparing for group projects

summary of previous meeting

√ The ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview

√ Language teaching methodologies - history and principles

√ Major foreign language teaching methods

–Worksheet: Our clients, ourselves

√ SLA survey & small-group discussion

today

(15’) review & check for gaps: value of working with peers

(60’) audit OPIs and learn how to rate the sample; specifications for evaluating your own proficiency; mini-”OPIs” for help with collecting your sample

(10’) break

(15’) Our clients, ourselves - what are we trying to match up?

(20’) discussion of journal article assignment

(60’) language learning theories (Krashen, Chomsky, cognitive theory)

(15’) formation of groups and choice of topics for group project (speaking, listening, reading, writing, grammar, culture - with majors issues of organization to settle here!) - we’ll rank the topics according to our level of interest in them and then form into groups accordingly (but also with an eye to balance of languages, etc.)

(5’) Preview and assignments (upcoming classroom observation)

materials used / distributed for use in this class (paper unless otherwise noted)

worksheet: our clients

specifications for proficiency self-evaluation

article: Benjamin Rifkin (for next week)

outline for searching for information in your core text

grid: language learning theories: characteristic features

Next meeting (preview)

lesson planning; video tour of classrooms and other instructional settings

OPI audits

group project (continuation) - appportioning of sub-topics (problems associated with the topic; theoretical/conceptual background; assessment; practical teaching resources; textbook reviews; classroom demonstration

SLA research at PSU (if guest available)

introduction of major individual assignment: grammar feature / guidelines / textbook

Assignments (due at next meeting unless specified otherwise)

(postponed from previous deadline) ACTFL self-rating (~2 pages): Evaluate your speaking and writing proficiency in one of your non-native languages. Matters to address: function, content, accuracy; you must provide specific evidence of your proficiency.

generic assignment: check what your core books have to say about lesson planning

read Rifkin article

News of profession, etc.

Portland Public Schools teacher development day is Friday, 13 February. The PPS World Language teachers will gather at Jefferson High School (north Portland between Alberta & Killingsworth just east of I-5) from 8:30am-3:30pm. The “umbrella” topic is k-16 articulation, but they will also spend a lot of time on curriculum, assessment, pedagogy, etc. Methods course participants are very welcome there, and if you have even the slightest interest in K-12 teaching or the large questions of language-program development, you’ll find the meeting both valuable and enjoyable. See you there!

Several of us are going this Saturday to the PASS meeting for second-language faculty (K-16); the focus is scoring guides and work samples for speaking, writing and reading.

Notes from previous years

Meeting #1 Tuesday, 28 March

ice-breaker #1: Tell why you are a “language nut” and what you do that shows it.

Course goals and activities

Bureaucratics: adjust meeting times and determine field-trip schedules; arrange major readings

ice-breaker #2: say a little about yourself in your second-best second language; what do we mean when we say someone speaks (etc.) a language “well,” and how do we determine that?

Our own classroom experiences

Survey of participants’ other skills; what do we think language teachers need to know/be able to do?

Reading: PASS Second-Language materials; ACTFL Guidelines; examples of professional journals—come ready to say what your sample journals have to offer language teachers

Meeting #2 Thursday, 30 March

Close look at ACTFL Guidelines and PASS materials

LTP (Language Teaching Professional) Tools of the Trade

Varieties and History of Language Teaching Methods

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #4 (Wednesday, 16 January 2002)

Chief topics: language teaching methods (survey, history); student expectations

ice-breaker (in L3 if possible): a great language instruction (teaching or learning) moment; a horrible language instruction moment; a great language teacher; a horrible language teacher

News of the profession: 1)  maybe jobs in Vancouver; 2) maybe publisher/editor visit next week; 3) workshop in Ashland; 4) CALI course in spring/summer?? 5) Oregonian science section (16 Jan. 2002) about brain research and language learning

Worksheet and student quotations: What do our students want from their language-earning experience?

What do we want in a bus driver? (punctuality? driving skill? congeniality?)

“Stay ahead of the competition but not out of sight of the consumer.”

(reverse side of sheet: Language Teacher Credo and preview of upcoming assignment)

Scoring Guides; FCA; evaluating your journal assignments; maybe time for a writing sample

BREAK

How to “assign your own” reading

survey of methods, with video and student response

preview of guidelines/grammar assignment

EMAIL ME so I can make my address book and send you the new schedule and assignments over the MLK break.

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #4 (Wednesday, 16 January 2002)

(“What did we do in class?”)

Chief topics: language teaching methods (survey, history); student expectations

√ ice-breaker (in L3 if possible): a great language instruction (teaching or learning) moment; a horrible language instruction moment; a great language teacher; a horrible language teacher

√ (partly) News of the profession: 1)  maybe jobs in Vancouver; 2) maybe publisher/editor visit next week; 3) workshop in Ashland; 4) CALI course in spring/summer?? 5) Oregonian science section (16 Jan. 2002) about brain research and language learning

√ Worksheet and student quotations: What do our students want from their language-earning experience?

NO
Analogy: What do we want in a bus driver? (punctuality? driving skill? congeniality?)

NO
Motto: “Stay ahead of the competition but not out of sight of the consumer.”

NO
(reverse side of sheet: Language Teacher Credo and preview of upcoming assignment)

NO
Scoring Guides; FCA; evaluating your journal assignments; maybe time for a writing sample

BREAK

NO
How to “assign your own” reading

√
survey of methods, with video and student response

NO
preview of guidelines/grammar assignment

√ (some have)
EMAIL ME so I can make my address book and send you the new schedule and assignments over the MLK break.

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #5 (Wednesday, 23 January 2002)

Chief topics: ACTFL Guidelines; basics of the OPI; brief look at scoring guides

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): 1) A moment when I realized that my [French, German, English, etc.] was really [good / lousy]. 2) [Person]’s [language] is pretty good. He / she……… 3) 

News of the profession: 2) maybe publisher/editor visit next this week; 3) workshop in Ashland; 4) CALI course in spring/summer?? NEW: SLIM program

Major topic: ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines

Why, when, what, how?

Functional tri-section, structure of a Guideline, the Relative Contribution Model

How to “assign your own” reading (example: what does Omaggio say about evaluating language competence?) How to assess that activity?

Scoring Guides and Performance Standards

Introduction: “Can you tie knots?” and a famous OPI situation

Evaluating journal assignments

BREAK

The OPI: basic structure and a video sample

Maybe:

Followup about varieties of teaching methocs

writing sample

Language Teacher Credo

Preview of upcoming assignment Guidelines assignment

Leftover: EMAIL ME so I can make my address book and send you the new schedule and assignments

New: Please give me (on paper or by email) a chart of your Monday and Wednesday schedule from noon to 8pm, showing when you regularly have any free time. I need to plan field trips.

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #6 (Monday, 28 January 2002)

Chief topics: basics of the OPI; scoring guides

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible):[Person]’s [language] is pretty good. He / she……… 

New course feature: Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today: teaching the vocab list – activities that work with any chapter and can help stave off boredom.

News of the profession: Heinle & Heinle satellite broadcase; teacher-training courses next year: technology; assessment

Major topic: ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines and the OPI

(The OPI part will be brief, since MOPI training will be held at PSU at least once during the summer.)

Functional tri-section; text type; short English samples; the Relative Contribution Model

structure of the OPI (useful terms: “curriculum-embedded” vs. “on-demand” task; “proficiency” vs, “achievement” test [and also “prochievement’”])

video of a Spanish oral test

Preview of upcoming assignment Guidelines assignment (with handout)

BREAK (and signup for office appointments)

ice-breaker: “It was such a stupid test…”

m aybe: asssessment vs. testing; CATs; CAE at PSU

Scoring Guides and Performance Standards (Introduction: “Can you tie knots?” and a famous OPI situation)

Evaluating journal assignments

How to “assign your own” reading (example: what does Omaggio say about evaluating language competence?) How to assess that activity?

MAYBE:

Followup about varieties of teaching methocs

writing sample

Language Teacher Credo

Leftover: EMAIL ME so I can make my address book and send you the new schedule and assignments. Please give me (on paper or by email) a chart of your Monday and Wednesday schedule from noon to 8pm, showing when you regularly have any free time. I need to plan field trips. Please return my language journals and books.

Upcoming topics: assessing the other modalities; prochievement tests; lesson planning; use of realia; research processes and resources

Upcoming assignments: choice of research topic; language teacher credo

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #7 (Wednesday, 30 January 2002)

Chief topics: basics of the OPI; scoring guides

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): “The test was stupid. It didn’t really reflect my ability.”

backfired: New course feature: Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today: teaching gender (nouns? pronouns? adjectives?)

News of the profession: Sandy’s talk about literature and language proficiency; juicy RA-ships for next year; Ashland workshop–still no news

Major topic: ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines and the OPI

Functional tri-section; the Relative Contribution Model

structure of the OPI (useful terms: “curriculum-embedded” vs. “on-demand” task; “proficiency” vs, “achievement” test [and also “prochievement’”])

review of Spanish video; Paco Martín’s “great moment in proficiency interviewing;” maybe samples from French (CD-ROM for ESL, G, F, S is in production)

Preview of upcoming assignment Guidelines assignment (with handout)

BREAK (and maybe signup for office appointments)

ice-breaker: “Of course X has “near-native” fluency in [language].” Some vocab probes.

m aybe: asssessment vs. testing; CATs; CAE at PSU

Scoring Guides and Performance Standards (Introduction: “Can you tie knots?” and a famous OPI situation)

Evaluating journal assignments

How to “assign your own” reading (example: what does Omaggio say about evaluating language competence?) How to assess that activity?

MAYBE:

Followup about varieties of teaching methocs

writing sample

Language Teacher Credo

Leftover: EMAIL ME so I can make my address book and send you the new schedule and assignments. Please give me (on paper or by email) a chart of your Monday and Wednesday schedule from noon to 8pm, showing when you regularly have any free time. I need to plan field trips. Please return my language journals and books.

Upcoming topics: next Monday and maybe Wednesday: language-specific OPI audits; assessing the other modalities; prochievement tests; lesson planning; use of realia; research processes and resources

Upcoming assignments: choice of research topic; language teacher credo

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #8 (Monday, 4 February 2002)

Chief topics: basics of the OPI; scoring guides

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): “I got a grade in the course / a score on the test, but I had no idea what it meant / it didn’t at all reflect my performance / knowledge / ability.”

Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today:  using dialogs (in class / outside class). Why the previous session backfired.

News of the profession: Two spots for trip to Ashland (maybe more if there are cancellations from elsewhere); if you can’t go to Ashland, we’ll try to send you to COFLT

structure of the OPI (useful terms: “curriculum-embedded” vs. “on-demand” task; “proficiency” vs, “achievement” test [and also “prochievement’”])

m aybe: asssessment vs. testing; CATs; CAE at PSU

preview of upcoming assignment Guidelines assignment (with handout); acquisition of function vs. acquisition of structure; differences in how structure is defined (ex: case vs. part of speech)

BREAK (and maybe signup for office appointments)

Major topic: Putting it together: standards, FCA, and scoring guides (with reference to language teaching and to the activities in this course)

Scoring Guides and Performance Standards (Introduction: “Can you tie knots?” and a famous OPI situation)

maybe: example of scoring a writing task

Evaluating journal assignments

How to “assign your own” reading (example: what does Omaggio say about evaluating language competence?) How to assess that activity? How to impress the professor?

MAYBE:

Followup about varieties of teaching methocs

writing sample

Language Teacher Credo

Upcoming topics: assessing the other modalities; prochievement tests; lesson planning; use of realia; research processes and resources

Current and upcoming assignments (* = should be in by now): *reflection about choice of book, professional journal, organization; *reflection about “Reaching for PASS;” comparison of Guidelines, grammar feature, and some textbook; self-evaluation of own language proficiency; language-teacher credo; short special-interest topic research

Likely later assignments: retrospective “I chose the right/wrong book;” textbook reading reflection

CDs ready today with Spanish OPIs; French and German will be ready Wednesday (deo volens et non resurgit fluvia)

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #9 (Wednesday, 6 February 2002)

Chief topics: scoring guides

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): “I got the wrong grade / gave the wrong grade.”

Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today: generic activities for visual realia (i+1, 3Q).

News of the profession: COFLT, Ashland, 14 Feb. mtg

Scoring guides (part 1): revising the family description to be language-specific or generic; maybe a writing sample

Language-specific group development of grammar sequence matched to ACTFL Guidelines; OR: plenary determination of an ESL feature; suggestions for individual grammar topics; acquisition of function vs. acquisition of structure; differences in how structure is defined (ex: case vs. part of speech)

BREAK

ice-breaker: “[student] didn’t understand the point of what I was doing.”

The big goal: becoming a Professional Language Teacher

The big problem (for some): What must I do to be saved?

Applying standards and scoring guides to ourselves: a quote from Mozart

What about reading? How to assess that activity? How to impress the professor? A practical plan.

What about the other assignments: 1) reflections about professional journal, book, organization; 2) self-evaluation of own proficiency; 

Followup about varieties of teaching methocs

Upcoming topics: assessing the other modalities; lesson planning; use of realia; research processes and resources

Current and upcoming assignments (* = should be in by now): *reflection about choice of book, professional journal, organization; *reflection about “Reaching for PASS;” comparison of Guidelines, grammar feature, and some textbook; self-evaluation of own language proficiency; language-teacher credo; short special-interest topic research

Likely later assignments: retrospective “I chose the right/wrong book;” textbook reading reflection

CDs ready today with German and French OPIs

I will be in Berlin 19-26 February. CLASS WILL STILL MEET. There may be a field trip, and there certainly will be guest entertainers.

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #10 (Monday, 11 February 2002)

Chief topics: a day to catch up, take stock, work together on projects

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): The day I had to go into class with zero prep.

Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today: quickie lesson plans; checklist for the proficiency-oriented classroom

News of the profession: reminder about meeting on Thursday, 14 February (9:30, 11:30, after lunch; place TBA)

Documenting language proficiency: the one-page evaluation for Novice up to Advanced; what about beyond Advanced?

Grammar and proficiency: Can you “just teach them the rule that…”?; the DLI hours/proficiency chart; the language-specific Guidelines (later: grammar grids); What questions are we trying to answer? What should the assignment have in it? How good is good?

BREAK

ice-breaker: a breakthrough in learning about learning (Bill in the grad lit seminars)O

The big goal: becoming (or at least knowing what it is to be) a Professional Language Teacher

The big problem (for some): What must I do to be saved?

Applying standards and scoring guides to ourselves: a quote from Mozart

What about reading? How to assess that activity? How to impress the professor? A practical plan.

What about the other assignments: 1) reflections about professional journal, book, organization; 2) self-evaluation of own proficiency;

Followup about varieties of teaching methods

Upcoming topics: assessing the other modalities (writing, listening, reading) – but only briefly, since there will be an assessment course next year and AL also teaches the subject; use of realia; research processes and resources

Current and upcoming assignments (* = should be in by now): *reflection about choice of book, professional journal, organization; *reflection about “Reaching for PASS;” comparison of Guidelines, grammar feature, and some textbook; self-evaluation of own language proficiency; language-teacher credo; short special-interest topic research

Likely later assignments: retrospective “I chose the right/wrong book;” textbook reading reflection

I will be in Berlin 19-26 February. CLASS WILL STILL MEET. There may be a field trip, and there certainly will be guest entertainers. One will be Kathie Godfrey (German adjunct and leader of Pew Project research team), who will talk about language research in general, and the proposal for Pew-Project research in specific. This comes at a good time: 1) you will be starting your special-topic investigations soon, and 2) the Pew Project will be looking for promising team members shortly.

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #11 (Wednesday, 13 February 2002)

Chief topics: grammar/Guidelines/textbook project; revisions of reflections

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): I realized that I was wasting time in the classroom…

Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today: attendance–how/whether to take it and count it in grading

News of the profession: meeting on Thursday, 14 February in 234-6 Smith Center (8:30 refreshments; 9:00 Michelle Stemmler; lunch 11:30, 12:30 or so - Sandy Rosengrant; discussion of programs)

Language-specific Guidelines

Structure and standards for the Grammar / Guidelines / Textbook assignment

Example of mapping structure onto Guidelines: negation

Grammar and proficiency: Can you “just teach them the rule that…”?; teacher at one end of funnel, student at other end; the DLI hours/proficiency chart; the language-specific Guidelines (later: grammar grids)

Which brings up the issue of goals and why the discussion a few meetings ago got off on the wrong foot.

BREAK

Draft scoring guides for the other assignments: 1) reflections about professional journal, book, organization; 2) self-evaluation of own proficiency;

Followup about varieties of teaching methods

Upcoming topics: assessing the other modalities (writing, listening, reading) – but only briefly, since there will be an assessment course next year and AL also teaches the subject; use of realia; research processes and resources

How should your reading be documented?

The special-interest topic assignment (upcoming).

Next Monday: report from Ashland (do we need to take writing samples?)

I will be in Berlin 19-26 February. CLASS WILL STILL MEET. Kathie Godfrey will tell about language acquisition research (general principles; resources; procedures; the Pew Grant research project) on 20 February; David Moore (Instructional Technology) will talk about careers in educational technology and instructional design on Monday, 25 February.

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #11 (Monday, 18 February 2002)

Chief topics: grammar/Guidelines/textbook project; followup on varieties of methods

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): “I finally got them to talk by …”

Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today: How to talk to them

News of the profession: report from the 14 Feb. meeting

Report from the Ashland meeting

Language-specific Guidelines

Grammar and proficiency: Can you “just teach them the rule that…”?; teacher at one end of funnel, student at other end

Which brings up the issue of goals and why the discussion a few meetings ago got off on the wrong foot.

BREAK

scoring guides for the other assignments: 1) reflections about professional journal, book, organization; 2) self-evaluation of own proficiency;

Followup about varieties of teaching methods

“Mystery Person” language tape

Next topid: Student writing and error management (see Barnett handout; find what there is in your selected textbook)

Upcoming topics: assessing the other modalities (writing, listening, reading) – but only briefly, since there will be an assessment course next year and AL also teaches the subject; use of realia; research processes and resources

The special-interest topic assignment (upcoming).

I will be in Berlin 19-26 February. CLASS WILL STILL MEET. Kathie Godfrey will tell about language acquisition research (general principles; resources; procedures; the Pew Grant research project) on 20 February; David Moore (Instructional Technology) will talk about careers in educational technology and instructional design on Monday, 25 February.

Does the class want to group-audit the OPIs for an hour or so after David Moore visits?

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #14 (Monday, 4 March 2002)

Chief topics: grammar/Guidelines/textbook project; OPI audits; writing skills

There is a chance that I won’t be able to attend the first hour of class. Project Moshi-Moshi/¡Hola! ¡Hola! is threatened by big budget cuts. I serve on its board, and they have called an emergency meeting for this after noon at 3:30. If I am not there at the start of class, please continue auditing your OPI CDs (French and Spanish CDs now work in boom-boxes). Then I’ll be back around 5:30 and we can pick up the pieces.

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): “And then I (or some teacher I know) did something really stupid in class…”

Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today: Ways to save time in class

News of the profession: sorry we missed COFLT last weekend; upcoming: Oregon Arts & Sciences Summit; 

maybe: Grammar and proficiency: Can you “just teach them the rule that…”?; teacher at one end of funnel, student at other end

maybe: Which brings up the issue of goals and why the discussion a few meetings ago got off on the wrong foot.

Update on the grammar-mapping assignment

Upcoming topics: assessing the other modalities (listening, reading) – but only briefly, since there will be an assessment course next year and AL also teaches the subject; use of realia; research processes and resources

Down load, maybe print, and certainly read, if you have not done so already, the Portland Public Schools Second-Language Standards. Either start from the PPS website  at <http://www.pps.k12.or.us/ or>, and then follow the menu “Site Shortcuts” through “Teacher Resources); on that page scroll down at the left until you see the link “Second Language Content Standards). Or you can go to go directly to the document, at <http://www.pps.k12.or.us/curriculum/second_language/second_language.pdf>. In either case, as you read the Standards, think how their content compares to that of the introductory college textbooks you have been examining or have worked with before.

Download, maybe print, and certainly read, if you have not done so already, the PSU Pew Grant Proposal for redesigning first-year Spanish. The main Pew Redesign site is <http://www.center.rpi.edu/PewGrant.html>. From there you can follow “Round 3 Project Descriptions” to “Portland State University” and then see the condensed version of the plan. I recommend you look at other parts of the Pew Redesign site, including projects at other universities.

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #15 (Wednesday, 6 March 2002)

Chief topics: OPIs; gram./Guidelines/textbook project; Pew Project; thoughts

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): “I have / can’t find any more this very cool [song, cartoon, piece of realia, etc.] that is just great to use in class when I want to… [get them up and moving / introduce a cultural difference / teach the pluperfect passive subjunctive]”

Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today: How we use music / art in class.

News of the profession: PPS budget crisis and the local language programs; upcoming grant applications

Intended topics and activities (not necessarily in order):

The OPI audits: can those who listened to interview X in language Y capably present their observations and conclusions to colleagues who didn’t audit the interview and may not know the language?

Update on the grammar-mapping assignment; example of same activity but with focus on functional-notional syllabus: expressing causality (English: because, since, therefore, due to, etc.)

Outline of the Pew Project

possibly: video of Japanese Magnet Program in PPS

---------------------------------------

We need to decide several questions soon:

1) the next, and probably last, major theme of the course; my inclination is to take up the issue of K-16 articulation, which lets us deal with practically everying: directions in the job market; the new K-12 standards; what things will look like in places like PSU; the PSU Pew project; your career plans, if you are staying in language teaching or something related. A side-topic might be listening and reading: not how we assess the skills (see later course), but rather how we use listening and reading activities and materials to provide that vital “i + 1” input.

2) will there be a final exam and, if so, what will be on it and how will it take place? My current idea is for it to be open-book. It would include a section on your language-teacher credo and another where you show how you have learned this quarter from the resources of our profession, including the textbook you chose. This would fit in well with our earlier idea that you would research a topic of special interest, and also let you show how intelligently you have used the resources the course has made available to you, including the book you chose.

--------------------------------------

Some observations about the course so far (and in response to a recent P&T case at another institution):

If I had to put into a nutshell what I have been trying to convey about how we organize our instruction and how we evaluate our progress, it would be this:

• We need to be highly aware of some basic differences: 1) what we teach vs. what they actually learn (the “funnel” effect); 2) acquisition vs. knowledge; 3) curriculum-embedded (“cued,” “achievement”) performance vs. on-demand (“proficient”) performance, allowing though for the between-realm of “prochievement”

• If I had to put into a nutshell what attitudes and behaviors characterize a genuine “Language Teaching Professional,” it would be this: 1) is in contact with the profession (organizations, journals, programs), and SHOWs this contact (see below); 2) does not set up self as an independent expert or the Only Person who really understands how to teach language; 3) refers frequently to the resources of the field, both to discuss fundamental issues and also to determine the practicalities of “in-the-trenches” teaching; 4) questions authority, but also respects expertise (and is aware that there actually IS a profession that has an established knowledge-base, standards of excellence, and processes of peer review and similar critiquing.

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #16 (Monday, 11 March 2002)

Chief topics: peer-editing; portfolios; K-12 language programs; K-16 articulation; Pew Project

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): “It was then that I realized I actually didn’t understand the language as well as I had thought I did…”

Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today: When our students complain that the people on the tapes talk too fast and that they garble their words; or when they say, “But this word isn’t in our book…”

News of the profession: PPS budget crisis and the local language programs; upcoming grant applications

Intended topics and activities (not necessarily in order):

peer-editing of writing activities; in-class communicative writing;

maybe: portfolios

K-12 language programs: a) JMP video–can you list 5 features in which your classroom is similar to this one, and 5 ways in which it is different?; b) CIM issues; c) PPS content standards

K-16 articulation: PASS

If time: Outline of the Pew Project

If time: brainstorm the Credo (see handout for examples)

Discussion: How to keep everyone happy during finals week; final assignment?

---------------------------------------

Some observations about the course so far (and in response to a recent P&T case at another institution):

If I had to put into a nutshell what I have been trying to convey about how we organize our instruction and how we evaluate our progress, it would be this:

• We need to be highly aware of some basic differences: 1) what we teach vs. what they actually learn (the “funnel” effect); 2) acquisition vs. knowledge; 3) curriculum-embedded (“cued,” “achievement”) performance vs. on-demand (“proficient”) performance, allowing though for the between-realm of “prochievement”

• If I had to put into a nutshell what attitudes and behaviors characterize a genuine “Language Teaching Professional,” it would be this: 1) is in contact with the profession (organizations, journals, programs), and SHOWs this contact (see below); 2) does not set up self as an independent expert or the Only Person who really understands how to teach language; 3) refers frequently to the resources of the field, both to discuss fundamental issues and also to determine the practicalities of “in-the-trenches” teaching; 4) questions authority, but also respects expertise (and is aware that there actually IS a profession that has an established knowledge-base, standards of excellence, and processes of peer review and similar critiquing.

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Meeting #17 (Wednesday, 13 March 2002)

Chief topics: PPS and PASS standards; K-16 articulation; Pew Project; credo brainstorming

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): “I read the student course evaluation and…”

Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today (choice): Reviewing before the test OR Fast’n’easy testing strategies

News of the profession: FLL Assessment project; upcoming grant applications

Intended topics and activities (not necessarily in order):

K-12 language programs: a) JMP video–can you list 5 features in which your classroom is similar to this one, and 5 ways in which it is different?; b) CIM issues; c) PPS content standards

K-16 articulation: PASS

If time: Outline of the Pew Project

Brainstorm & rehearse the Credo (see handout for examples): how long? which language? what tone? topics to cover?

Course evaluations; FL 498 CRN is 44510; 598 is 44511

PLEASE TURN IN ALL NEW AND PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENTS BY FRIDAY, 22 MARCH

---------------------------------------

Some observations about the course so far (and in response to a recent P&T case at another institution):

If I had to put into a nutshell what I have been trying to convey about how we organize our instruction and how we evaluate our progress, it would be this:

• We need to be highly aware of some basic differences: 1) what we teach vs. what they actually learn (the “funnel” effect); 2) acquisition vs. knowledge; 3) curriculum-embedded (“cued,” “achievement”) performance vs. on-demand (“proficient”) performance, allowing though for the between-realm of “prochievement”

• If I had to put into a nutshell what attitudes and behaviors characterize a genuine “Language Teaching Professional,” it would be this: 1) is in contact with the profession (organizations, journals, programs), and SHOWs this contact (see below); 2) does not set up self as an independent expert or the Only Person who really understands how to teach language; 3) refers frequently to the resources of the field, both to discuss fundamental issues and also to determine the practicalities of “in-the-trenches” teaching; 4) questions authority, but also respects expertise (and is aware that there actually IS a profession that has an established knowledge-base, standards of excellence, and processes of peer review and similar critiquing.

MONDAY 11 March

ice-breakers / “affective filter lower-ers” (in L3 if possible): “It was then that I realized I actually didn’t understand the language as well as I had thought I did…”

Our “bag of tricks” – rabbits we can pull out of hats. Today: When our students complain that the people on the tapes talk too fast and that they garble their words; or when they say, “But this word isn’t in our book…”

asignment for next week:

Take a favorite (notorious?) grammar feature and map its components onto the Proficiency Guidelines. (Examples: Spanish: por/para, ser/estar, preterite/imperfect, subjunctive, double object pronouns; French: conjunctions with subjunctive; double object pronouns; relative pronouns and similar connectors (y, dont); German: double object pronouns; false and statal passive; future tense; Konjunktiv I.) Determine where that feature occurs as a major ingredient in which functions in which contexts and at which levels of accuracy. Then think about where that feature occurs in the various textbooks and language programs you have encountered.

Descriptions of language-teacher journals; concept of scoring guides

field trip plans

ingredients of pedagogical competence

book orders?

-----BREAK-----

second session:

maybe: video of images of language learning

PASS documents

intro to OPI

assignments: read Pew Second Languages Document; write a one-page assessment of your own second-language proficiency in terms of the ACTFL Guidelines (part of your teacher portfolio); select a textbook that you will use in discussing selection and use of materials

Week #3: chief focus in the OPI

Weeks #4-7: language modalities and teaching techniques; field trip; midterm

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Week #2 (4/6 April 2000)

Chief topics: Proficiency Guidelines and Language Teaching in Oregon

ice-breaker: an embarrassing language experience; later we’ll discuss they proficiency levels they suggest

ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines: origin, purpose, structure, content; text type; functional trisection

asignment for next week:

Take a favorite (notorious?) grammar feature and map its components onto the Proficiency Guidelines. (Examples: Spanish: por/para, ser/estar, preterite/imperfect, subjunctive, double object pronouns; French: conjunctions with subjunctive; double object pronouns; relative pronouns and similar connectors (y, dont); German: double object pronouns; false and statal passive; future tense; Konjunktiv I.) Determine where that feature occurs as a major ingredient in which functions in which contexts and at which levels of accuracy. Then think about where that feature occurs in the various textbooks and language programs you have encountered.

Descriptions of language-teacher journals; concept of scoring guides

field trip plans

ingredients of pedagogical competence

book orders?

-----BREAK-----

second session:

maybe: video of images of language learning

PASS documents

intro to OPI

assignments: read Pew Second Languages Document; write a one-page assessment of your own second-language proficiency in terms of the ACTFL Guidelines (part of your teacher portfolio); select a textbook that you will use in discussing selection and use of materials

Week #3: chief focus in the OPI

Weeks #4-7: language modalities and teaching techniques; field trip; midterm

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Week #3 (11/13 April 2000)

Chief topics: Oral Proficiency Interview; Language Teaching Methods; Language Teaching in Oregon

ice-breaker: A horrible or wonderful experience on a test

Topics:

1) Oral Proficiency Interview: structure & technique; taped examples

2) Video: Images of Language Teaching Methods

3) Oregon Educational System: background, standards, benchmarks

misc: mapping grammar onto Guidelines; self-rating proficiency; credo

individual and group projects?

about books: Making Communicative Language Teaching Happen has been ordered, for delivery later this week; Higgs: Teaching for Proficiency is out of print, and the ACTFL book website is down

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Week #5 (25/27April 2000)

Guest: Prof. Walton, French

Chief topics: Oregon Common Assessment (Speaking); Second-Language recommendations for Portland Public Schools; Professional Language Teacher Proficiencies; ACTFL language-specific guidelines; projects (if not oral tests)

maybe: classification of teaching methods and comparison to video samples

ice-breaker: our best and worst students

assignment: visit class with evaluation forms

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Week #6 (2/4 May 2000)

chief topics & activities

continued discussion of teacher-training proficiencies

a writing sample

teaching and assessing writing

scoring guides

bureaucratic

classroom obversation assignment

professional portfolio development

projects

field trip

Lee/VanPatten book is in

next week

writing (continuation)

listening & reading skills

reading

Lee/VanPatten

Portfolio basics

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Week #7 (9/11 May 2000)

chief topics & activities

discussion topic: how do we judge and document proficiency in other areas of performance, such as plumbing, tour-guiding, wedding photography?

continued discussion of teaching and assessing writing

rating of a writing sample

more about scoring guides (?)

portfolios in language courses

videotaped student language proficiency demonstrations (GER 320)

video visit to Japanese Magnet Program

bureaucratics

field trip schedule

summary of assignments, projects, deadlines

upcoming

week 8 (16/18 May): teaching & testing the skills of listening and reading; what about culture?? (read Lee/VanPatten as appropriate)

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Week #8 (16 May 2000; no class 18 May)

chief topics & activities

discussion topic (a): How do we manage our bureaucratic activities — recording attendance, handling homework, grading tests and calculating grades; planning our professional development and maintaining resources; (b) program goals – categories and levels

reading activities testing

classrooms and materials for them

projects and scoring guides

next week: meet at Jefferson High School, 5210 N. Kerby (near Alberta) shortly after 1pm if possible (go to main office and ask for directions to Mary Bastiani, Project ¡Hola! ¡Hola!); need to get to the study between 1:27 and 1:52 to see live broadcasting, or else arrive after 2:12 for presentation and discussion

read Lee/VanPatten about the “receptive” or “passive” skills of reading and listening

Teaching Methods for Foreign Languages

Week #10 (30 May 2000)

chief topics & activities

discussion topic: attrition—why do they leave? How can/could/will we keep them? What will we do if our prayers indeed are answered?

group reflection on the field trip to MM/HH

lesson planning, lesson plans

multi-skill “chained” activities

classrooms: real and ideal

project specifications and plans for next Tuesday

PART 2 (no alternate group on Thursday of this week)

Language across the curriculum; content-based instruction—some ideas from videos

Syllabus

9 Jan
professional publications and organizations; curricular issues; survey and history of FL teaching methods, including testimony of course participants; the proficiency orientation (guidelines, evaluation methods, implications for curriculum); 

16 Jan
language acquisition; L1 vs L2, learning vs. acquisition, learner types and other factors

23 Jan
Textbooks: where they come from, what they’re like, and what happens to them

30 Jan 
teaching and testing: speaking

6 Feb
teaching and testing: listening; FACTUAL MIDTERM

13 Feb
teaching and testing: reading

20 Feb
teaching and testing: writing

27 Feb
immersion programs: elementary and middle school

6 Mar
culture and literature in FL teaching

6 Feb
preliminary general professional bibliography due

17 March
final general annotated professional bibliography and camera-ready special topic bibliography and revews due
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