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Qregou_l:lty School nlstrlc:t é[ementary students work on their readl "qnd wrlting skllls durlnq summer school. Statewlde. abouf 80 percent of third- and fifth-
raders met or exceeded Oregon’s reading standard, far surpasslnq achievement of middle and high schoolers.
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Test scores:
As numbers in

classes climb,
scores drop off

Continued from Page One

days that came after the tests were
given, officials said. But the lost
teaching time was felt during 2003-
04, educators say.

And the problem was com-
pounded by what an analysis by
The Oregonian showed were the
largest class sizes in a generation.
Statewide, class sizes averaged
about 27, and in most suburban
middle and high schools, they
pushed into the 30s.

The budget cuts put obstacles in
teachers’ way, Castillo said. But Or-
egon schools must do better with
the resources they have, she said:
“I don’t want to make excuses. We
need to make laser-like decisions
abouthow to focus every dollar.”

Associate Superintendent Bill
Auty said he will comb scores and
‘other statistics to pinpoint which
parts of the tests proved most diffi-
scult; whether schools that cut days
or increased class sizes had the
\biggest losses; how these students’
performance differed from previ-
ous classes’, and whether certain
courses led to higher or lower
scores. He plans to report to princi-
pals and teachers by November so
they can make changes based on
hard facts, he said.

Cathy Brown, the state’s math
assessment specialist, said she
doesn’t need more research to tell
her one step schools should take:
More students should start into al-
® gebra and geometry as eighth-

graders so that they are finishing
algebra II or a similar course when
they take the test as sophomores.
Too many Oregon districts restrict
students from entering rigorous
math courses, she said.

“To be successful, students need
algebra concepts under their belts
and geometry concepts under their
belts. Not allowing students to en-
ter into more rigorous mathema-
tics until they have mastered com-
putation is unfair,” Brown said.
“We have high schools that allow
students not to take mathematics
every year and that allow students
not to be in advanced courses,
even when the standards Oregon
has adopted suggest that students
should be.”

Oregon has tested students in
reading and math for more than a
decade. In 1997, it spelled out what
students must score to meet stan-
dards.

Other results due next month

Both tests are multiple-choice.
In reading, students read long pas-
sages, ranging from poems to a
page from the index of the phone
book, and answer questions about
each. In math, students are asked
to solve problems and pick one
right answer from four choices. Us-
ing calculators is encouraged.

The state also tests students’
writing, science and problem-
solving abilities. Those results are
scheduled to come out later this
month.

Jim Jamieson is principal of Wil-
lamette: High near Eugene, and he
also is president of the statewide
school administrators association.
He cautioned that high schools
should not be blasted for this
year's low and declining scores.
The state’s expectations of 10th-
graders are sky high, he says, while
the resources given to high schools
are too low.

Big class sizes are the killer, he
says. “My average class size in Eng-
lish and math is 33 or 34 kids,” he
said. Across the state, “We don't
have the resources to help the
most needy kids, kids who are fall-
ing further behind year after year.”

His school, for example, is dou-
bling the number of freshmen tak-
ing geometry this fall. But he's wor-
ried some who are shaky in algebra
will fail geometry because, in big
classes, teachers cannot help every
weak student catch up, he says.

Among high schools, Beaver-
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ton's Sci & Tech magnet school
had the highest scores in the state
again this year. Performance at
Portland’s Lincoln High was up
sharply, with 83 percent of its stu-
dents meeting benchmarks in each
subject— second best in the state.

Lake Oswego and Riverdale high
schools, however, saw their num-
bers plunge. And in schools ringing
the Portland suburbs, including
Canby, Oregon City, Sandy, Cen-
tennial, Hillsboro, McMinnville
and Beaverton high schools, fewer
than half their students meet
benchmarks.

Ralph Riden, who was principal
at Beaverton's Aloha High last year,
said large, impersonal high schools
are partly to blame. This school
year will be the second that Aloha
will use a federal grant to forge a
small school environment within
the school of nearly 1,900 students.

Ten other Oregon high schools
will begin using $1 million grants
from the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation to break into four or
more separate small schools —
each with its own principal, facul-
ty, curriculum and schedule — to
personalize learning and raise
achievement,

Two charter schools falter

Among schools with eighth
grade, two new Lincoln County
charter schools — Siletz Valley and
Eddyville — had the lowest scores.
A quarter or fewer of their eighth-
graders met standards.

In the Portland area, Tubman,
Ockley Green and Reynolds middle -
schools performed the worst, with
about one-third of their students |

meeting benchmarks.

Jamieson, the Willamette High
principal, hailed Castillo’s call for

| more research into what's working

and what's not in Oregon middle
and high schools. Nationally, he
said, research outlines precisely
what works in elementary reading
instruction. But high schools have
no proven pathways like that.

Said Castillo: “It's not about
people working harder; everybady
is working hard already. It’s about
how do we work differently and in
a way that is going to net us the re-
sults that we want.” }
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