Guidelines for Using the Standards-Based Textbook Evaluation Guide

From Indiana School Board of Education

"It is important to bear in mind that the textbook does not, in and of itself, constitute the curriculum, for curriculum includes much more that the set of materials used to deliver instruction. In addition, the text cannot guarantee successful language learning. Only the students and the teacher can determine how effective the course will be in enhancing language proficiency." 
(Omaggio, TLC, 2001, pp. 459-460) 

Suggested Recommendations 

Goal One: Communication

Before browsing through the chapter, become familiar with the three standards and the progress indicators for goal one. Then browse the chapter and companion ancillaries and identify a variety of communicative activities. Ideally, locate at least two activities that reflect each of the three standards. List the names of the activities or the page numbers on which they are found. Read through all the activities carefully. Then, considering all the examined activities, rate them holistically, according to the listed criteria, using the scale 0 through 4. Add together each criterion's score to determine a total for goal one. Jot down any comments, insights, or notes that might have bearing on a final decision.

Goal Two: Cultures (Part One)

Browse through the chapter and companion ancillaries and select several culturally-based visual images. Ideally, select at least five visuals from different parts of the chapter and companion ancillaries. List the page numbers on which they are located. Examine the visuals carefully and rate them, holistically, according to the criteria listed, using the scale 0 through 4. Add together each criterion's score to determine a total for part one of goal two. Jot down any comments, insights, or notes that might have bearing on a final decision.

Goal Two: Cultures (Part Two)

Browse through the chapter and companion ancillaries and identify at least three sections that discuss or present the foreign culture(s). Record the page numbers on which they are found. Analyze the sections carefully and rate them, holistically, according to the criteria listed, using the scale 0 through 4. Add together each criterion's score to determine a total for part two of goal two. Then add the totals from both parts and enter the sum total for goal two on the line provided. Jot down any comments, insights, or notes that might have bearing on a final decision.

Goal Three: Connections

Peruse the chapter and companion ancillaries to locate opportunities for connecting foreign language learning with other disciplines in the school curriculum (math, social studies, science, etc.) and to the world outside the school. List the page numbers on which these are located. Examine these opportunities carefully and rate them according to the criteria, using the scale 0 through 4. Add together each criterion's score to determine a total for goal three. Jot down any comments, insights, or notes that might have bearing on a final decision.

Goal Four: Comparisons (Part One)

Locate sections in the chapter and companion ancillariesthat present comparisons of students' native language and the foreign language. List the page numbers on which they are found. Analyze these sections carefully and rate them according to the criteria, using the scale 0 through 4. Add together each criterion's score to determine a total for part one of goal four. Jot down any comments, insights, or notes that might have bearing on a final decision.

Goal Four: Comparisons (Part Two)

Locate sections of the chapter and companion ancillaries that present comparisons of students' native culture and the culture(s) where the foreign language is spoken. List the identified page numbers on which these comparisons are found. Analyze these sections carefully and rate them according to the criteria, using the scale 0 through 4. Add together each criterion's score to determine a total for part two of goal four. Then add the totals for both parts and record the sum total for goal four on the line provided. Jot down any comments, insights, or notes that might have bearing on a decision.

Goal Five: Communities

Locate areas in the chapter and companion ancillariesthat suggest use of the foreign language beyond the classroom and for leisure-time activities. List the identified page numbers. Examine these areas carefully and rate them according to the criteria, using the scale 0 through 4. Add together each criterion's score to determine a total for goal five. Jot down any comments, insights, or notes that might have bearing on a final decision.

Now add each goal's total to calculate the grand total. Enter the name of the textbook reviewed and record the scores for each goal and the grand total on the Textbook Comparison Chart. Repeat these steps for each textbook under consideration.

