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ARSTRACT Foreign tansuase rcacherc hdw lons
tecogniz,ed thst it is neither Nssibte hor recessat!
ta tea.h a cotnplete stuntnar al Spanish in acautse
.tesighed to .letcbp cotnrwti.utirc conpetehce.
Studies oJ co aquiatusdEeshav thor ewna ndtiw-
tike.olnnvrd 9f the srannar .ar cahsist o.f.ld.
.levet retb :farrs thdn are traditjoha ! thausht
hecessdtt- Basihg hirseT o, these shulies, thc
uuthor Dropases.t nininat Eratn"ur of wtb.forhs
Jor correct actire ke. Mare te\tdtite suglestiors
drc nadefat the dewlop|teht alan casitr expresed
d d uitleftbod sinphrted Spanish for beeinners.
1'he pdpet considcs btielU the atder afpresenttu-
tion af Etuntnati.at lon s dnd .orctudes fith a
rcriew alsothe other aspec^ oJ a connunicatiw

lor at lcasr lhc Dasr decade an increasing enl
pnasrs has bcen placed on oralcomnrunical ion as
an actrvut as sell as a goalfof rhc tanguageclass.!
The n€ed fo. rhis res cmphasis was irdicarcd br
the faj lu.e of  mosr srudenrs to arraiD l impte , ,sur
vival skiih" evcn afte. exrensile nudy ot rlre
neccssary vocabulary and gradmar. The rcason tbr
lhe failure to speak and undersrand seems to bertrar
nudent! lcam bydoing. They do noL lcarn ro con,
nunicare their o$n rhoughts b! doinggralrnar cx
e.crscs and quas,connnunicaljve acrivirics invol\
ile only a response ro soneonc else s urierances.
When studenti pradicc connunicadon, they tearn
ro.onrnun'cate,  etbcn \y i th indiv idualdi f ferences
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in accuracy and fluency. Mo.eovcr, rhercmendous
rncrease rn rnotrvanon nhich rcsutrs irom the
sIU.lents' perceprion of rheir ability ro use rhe
larguaee can be elen mor€ vatuabte ttran lhc prac
t ical  ski l l  acquired.r

The linrrs ol time available tor lcarnins ptacc
serous constrarnls on Lhc abi l i ty  to delelop con-
nunrcaiion skills, A ainirg D.oficiency tn com-
munrcating wirh natile speaters in their own
cnvironmenr-ivhal has cone ro be callcd .an
muhrca rc cotkpcterce_ inrplies a grcar dcal
beyond knosledge of gramnar and locabtrlarv
Besides knowire roplo say somethiie in a,brei;n
ianerage, one musr dejde r'rar ro say dependins
on wr€n, wh€rc,  to rvhon, aDd why one is ralk-
ine. In order ro communicare cffecrivctr, one musr
beaware of rhe assumDlions which a narive speaker
binCs to Lhc perjbnnance or rhe inrerpretarion of
a panrcurar speech acr. This ,shafed uniyer\e of
dis.ourse" is of ten as imtorraDt,  or  more so, rhan
leatures ol  a !urely l inp! i ! t ic  naLurc. l

The acquis i r jo!  of  a lar ive l ike commun'car i le
compelence s rhcrefore a soatbcyond rea$nabte
exDecrarlons Ior a one or two year coursc
sequence. i  The concepl  of  a. ,n in inal  com-
rnunrcatr \c cornpcrenL€ s a more antropr idrc Coal
tor  rh( bcq nnirq lan!uape cdrner Mrnrnrai  . .m-
mxnicarive .ompeIs€ onsi!rs of rhc knowtcdee
oi rvhat ro say and hou, ro 5a!, ir in a ren.jcred
number of  s iLuar ions in $hich rhe 5tudenr would
be iound as a foreigner in anolher cllrure., Ob



viously, evcn a goal of srch linned scope i5 nor
realistic ii one musl aho learn a complere grall

mar of the language as il is conmorly prcsented
in collegelevelbeeinnilg texts. Experts have sug

ecsled, ho{ever. that the amounr ol grammar rn
a texrbook can be drastically reduced silhour
reducins 1be ability to comn nicare effeclilelv.r
Thc practical problem for the teache. is how ro
limil lhe erammalical strncture! presented in the
texlbook. ln the past the usual solulion ha! bccn
ro cover scquentially \rhaiever adounl olmaterial
can be maslered. However. asidc ftom the dubious
validity of lhe mastery approach.lexlbooks do noL

order the material according io conmumcatlle
crilcria, The studcnl is likelylo have learned manf
items ot little use and not to hale covered other
morc uselulones.r ln lhe tollo*ire secrions,I shall
offer crilcriaqhich will enablelhe tcacher Io sclccr
rhc nosL e$enlial st.ucNres lo teach in a begin'
nrnl(^Jr 'e.  Ih( . .J U l ' r re.{  i  {n i  .cagirm

' omperPn P I

Redudtun of Scope
Ihc.r  r ( ,k o .ek. ' r .n drfe dpr.m.r  ' \  o l rh '

ed.nc, .en" l . .  le u Jr  mPrler, ,dor lor  r \ ro
havc the nudenls acquire something approachnrg
a narivelike abilily !o communicale infonnally jn
. . rudl  o l  requir .n4 ' i r '  ' r ' .ommur "rr ' \e.om_
prrc . r .  AInu\ l  a l l  rer .bool  T ere .d ro n.o '_
porore r '  \  soal .  bur r le i  ooie.  r \c.  o l \o e1.om
pdsrh. l '1gu, ic lon, t 'cren.eor d.  ed. .drednd i re

speakc6. includine the abilil,v to read e\nositorv
p.o!e. Such an extensive comPeten.e is lotally
unrealistic ro. a besinning course. Ihe iollorins

Frai 'aph.{r l loP,ne3sor lo l ied Pd upcand
deterdine somc oi ils gratnmalical requsiles.

srud'e.  .n Jra e.  croe\ d,  .  .o ,o l ineu'  . . .  hd\(
.no"n ho\ \o iPd .dnsldge . .  l^r  rcsjon o
resion, ftom class to class, and, in the individual
\ne3ler. . ro-  ' i rua on.o. |  "  ion.  Arcd.urabl(
qoJl  fo d I  r r  )ed <pdr"h.ou !e r l  lo.c\er I  re

E'3a nd|cdl  r ,u(ru,-  rorma )  L+d o) d nrcmb-

o r \e mradlc.  ld. \  |  om onc f  on Dedl inS n i r  _
.orm r.  nJ . r -ormdl p ol , . . , r 'kr ion.  (^mir , :  -
bothjntimate and very lo'malslylet.I have chosen
Ve\ i .cn \ rdn:. \  'or  rhr(e rp3.on..  De..  nr i r '
matcrjal is readily avallablei ir seems a usefulchoice
for Aneri.an srudcnls; n is closer to an average

'ltandard" Spanish than is lhat of some other

I  pr  n ine rL. .p. ' r i . l ,  \erb . t  
'em 

.  \ r ' t -o

Jorb'  rhc mJ r  ' .me .on t  mifL r '  l  lo rr '  r '_

d!nr.  A loo.  dr  Po; or l  .n Iore Blanch-.  a _

ticlc, "La reduccion del sisiema v{ba I en el espanol
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de Mdxico,"  shows rhat not al l  rhe lh i r tccD tenses
(ror iDcludins pros.essi!es aid pa$ivct fourd in
beginnins lcxts arc real l r  nece$ary. : '  ProJcssor
Lope BlaDch li6t cires those lorris which arc nor
in current usc anrwhere, fuh're $,bjuncrile and
preteritc pe.fect, and lhose fotms which have
almosl  d isaDpeared from spoke. Aner ican
Spanish, secoDd person plural verbs and the pasl
subjurctive xr se. He lh€n analyzcs phcnomena
characterisric of spokcn \'lexican Spanish. The
readcr willrealize, howcvcr, that mady oidieni ar.
characleristic of other countrics as ryell.

The se.ond person impe.aLire, Prole$or I-ope
Blanch notes, is olten avoided as some*ha1 ih-
polile. Crammatical qucstion! or stalemcnls such
as .tui.res .allate, padias.a an., Jowt .le caluttc,
ahotu t? callas, or vor a .4//arre, arc li€quenr
substilulcs for tlt command lonn, .lllate (bc
quiei). Thi! obserlalion is largelt true of iormal
comna.ds as rvdl.

As nr thc rest of Spanish Amcrica, lhe lulure
Lense is fallirs inlo diruse in lhe spokcn lansuase
of Mexico in favor of periphrastic consfuclions
w;r\ t a, pensar, querer, har.r de, e1c., o. thesim-

The cordilional lcnre, alihoueh no1 dilaf'pear
ine, is, according Io Lope Blanch, "en desvenra
josa compeLencia con orros ticmpos," ofteD bcing
replaccd by the past subjunclive.'r Sreake6 lie_
qtrerlly prcicr the subjunctivc iD desiderative ro
/o d]rdala (l *ould likc to help hin), hypothctical
nunca hiciern esa (l would never do rhao, and
d\birrt. qui.as l era bueno t,or (lerhaps it ivolld
becood lor us to eo) sentcnces. Subj!'nclile is oircn
used in condilionalscnicnces {here thc "if".lause
is not exprcsed, as in E, /u /!gat ra hicieta isral
(ln your place I wonld do the \anre), and il is not
rarc elen trhen thc "iJ clause is cxpressed
especially if thc resull clause treccdcs: N, lrrr.ra
niedo si Ud. ne acampana/d (l would Dot be aliaid
ii you wenl with me).'j1 Tbe conditioral as a
"luture past" iD indi.ect discouNc is normall!
replaced by the iftperfect indicativc or the
peripbrastic iba a {vas soinE to): Difu que v.nid
(iba a wnit) .lentra de poco (Hc said thar he was

eoing !o cone ir a liltle qhile),

Like En-!1ish, colloq!ial ;{erican Spani5h naLes
considefably lcss use of the terltcl or compoun.l
lenscslhan docs the r.iuen laiguage. Thc preteritc
lsnds Lo .eplac€ lhe pasl pc ccr *h€rev* lhe se
qucnce ofele.ts is evident. La !t.ortri.loh.le Io
deja ltot habta dejado) (t lbund hin ahere I left
hifr [tor I had left]). The fLrtu'c pe.rect n extemely
rare. lr is often paraDhrasedvith thesimple lulure.
Lo vo! o lnanddr dntes delli€ es (I am going ro
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belbre Friday), means very nea.tyrhe same
d Doro et  t . r4p.  t r  habt i  tn idrn, ,  \ t .ha. l  fa\ \
.c |  b\  l |d. , \ r  l l (  - r i . . rp.  u.eor r tp,  , .
d i , jo,alr f l r (c.  i .  hcrc.ut  (  td u.  c o t .  u n J i r io n d l

hqc ,1-  . / ,  .orn o t ,c pdJ
p'  c.r  ,Lb: .  n! |  e r(E r l r .  )  rcp.d.e.  I  \ i  /
hubiete risto, te lo hubieru d;.,to (If I had seen n,
I  {o ld I  dv.  I  r ld }ou .or I  nd. . } .  r t ,e r . !  .cr
be, l ( r  ' , rb iu- .  r \ "  i ,  ^raJi l )  rFrtJ.ed bJ "  hel
r le or.a or 'he nd.r  '  n,pp .e-, r  . . rb nc|r !
dcp(nd 1.  un the r im( rcte enfc InJead ofCr, , .
dr  t !  a" \ r ,  \ tdo.  rL /oderrpi l . ' ! rhp Juu har.
reao Il] reiurn lt to me), oncsays cuando b leas
l \ \ ' l -en .o-  , .d-  , . . .o, .  o(mp\d\ . / .  hepc ( . -
t i \ .  d,pect.  aL tn ' lo lo r ,  oae. Jp,r  Lr  . .  ,  n h(n )o I
iini!h reading i!). Reirrin8 ro a past acrion! No
., ,  u 4"? t t ;  iho p\ .  t I  aa ,  bc.r . \et-  JrdIrdr/
rroi . 'cp \u, /pn, / ,? 4,rJ ,e, ,o,r .  L l  do r .
bel ic le he . i id lhas doncl  rhar) .

Di . .drJrne r ' ,  \or .  h. t - lJ  -D.b. .d o . ,  one
i  lc ' r  s L1'uur ' '  o (al \ -  er \e.  prF crr .  p.e e. . rc
im! 'e.c. . .  dno rre\n Dp reJ:dnd.hree., ,brunc
i \e ren.e.  pre.e .  imDe.t . .  ,  drd fJ.  pe e.  I

sonc ob,e .er .  har.  a .o 1,sq 1 .  1."0,  . .
.eplo.enF-r or , ' (  oFrn pe eJ qir t -  In(
I  c 'cr . re.  Prote. .o loorBtrn, t  .1Ji , ,  rd1u.,p
anicle on Mcxican Spankh, rhar rbis phcnobenon
i.  r^r  a inn, . . r .bnir . r io,  

^ l?JIL. '  f l ,  g o,  ,he.empo.dt . .  d J.pp..  rJ. Idtue.
o r f .  prerer i r  JId pr- .cnr p.  c,r .  I l  .  rc r .  r ( -
| | - i ,  I  r ! ' , r1 ,  i  .  nu.  ro ip t im eo 1c ot  , , r .
pr€scnt perlccr in comparison ro ir! heqrency ir
tenrnsular Spanish.Lr

Thc studies cited borh abolc and in the norcs
snor! Lhat a narlre like conmand oiSpanish gnm_
mar car nrlolle iar le!! lhan whar is rradiriona y
coDsidercd nece$afy. This poirr shoutd bc enL
phasi2ed since it is frequcDlly nrjsundernood: a
drasiic.eduction in forns cniails no redudio! ir
*har can bc nai u'ally exprcsed. The forns rcrain,
ed in lhe syl labus provide a cot loquiatald usual ly
norecomnon say ot saying c!eryrhine expre!sed
by thc forms discardcd. The sramnitical scope
described thus far does nor connilute wh.r
Valdman cal ls a " l i l t tc  tancuaee,, , i .e.  a reduced
systen rvhich enables rhc foreisncr ro communicarc
but is far less lhan the narjrc speakcr nornalt,

Furlho Simplification
I l  the goal is ro conmunicate as soon as possi-

ble ir a wide.anse ofsiruarions, ir seenr, advisable
1o ljghIeD fu.Lhcr the gram natical load. The basic
assumpl ion ol  a nor ional , fundional  syl labus pro
vides a clea. way lo do rhis: oDc orga.ires rhe

.J l idbr.  f : r . r  J. .orJ 1g o rho. I  r  .Jr .  r r  mur
do \ | |h I 'e ,  f rsulsc.  . -d ,hen orc de. Jc.  rhd,

. .  a-y I .J l rer  rL 
"n o". :d ine q hdl

erammar lo sru.ty and then {,hat use to make (
r ' ) .  Th( pJJ . ' rb i  r . . .  \e.  tor  - \ ,mp p .  rndi .nc. l
\able onlr  in e\p c-  rJ od.r  cor ' rd 'yro a -  .or ,
dilions. If we climinare lhe exprcssion of countcr
lactualhypothesesfromihe.epcf ioneof funcl ions
tor be8innins Spanjsh, Lhe iorms become
. ' .pe, ' l  ro l  .  I  i l (q v IR.orr  .o a !n.ei !Ton.
l \  . .pd i r  e\Dl i .  \  on- roni t . rn en.( . ,  I  uoL_d
bc practical ar lisr ro limil rhc learnef ro rhr
de\r  or i  ,1 ot  a.  , rJ .  ,u1. io.  .  .nd crctuo\
f \nor i r 'ndl  erpre* ior .  A . - .e.dr aio o" aJo
dgdir  . r  rhc p e.cnr pp (cr  i r  d JJ vp. in(c,  i  mo.,
ofils functions. jr car be replaccd wirh a prererire
of a pfesent consrruction.

An dnal j , j .o , r  . .Jn .hortJ oe u.d. ,  !o rJ
nrrr  r l -F rJnee , t  u e\  u l  hp tJ n.  {hr .  3. .

re.s l ' , .  1e. , .1,1 1r LUj,r1.1, \ (  do. .  ro 
-nr"r' ( - . l rn j" l i r '  . . . . .  l f .  Drc eir  .ubjdn. . . r  i .  Tu.

i reo.enr In.oorcr sp"nr. t ,  in lo,erbd . tdu.e.
'  oTmand..  : . Io lour ld l  e a.re.  .erb!  ot  \o l  -
' i r r .  1, .  u.(  d.  p,  LcrD\ or .enra,  rnd I .  aJle. i \ r
.  du.e.  i ,  t . -  p. .  r rD^rrdn , i fptv br(4 r .e r1(
rd!- .  p\nr! .  ed hoebf. . . -  t -* .FoJr1l . , . I ra l
l \  j  , t -o Lo b.  nored lnJr.  .or  nr31\ sp,  

- t .speakcs, clauses followingexpressionsof emorion
do nol  require rhe subjuncr i lc . :

Alor ler .  .cr io l  {h.ch.  o.  be.n.  rg!e. . ( -  to,
' r r r . l i i r  S rhc * l  ot  .omn n.3 on I .  reJu!r ior ,

^r  
\ "  a- .c.  c nolor at-  ur .  ondtdnd j . i .  l1(

l ( r  o , ( .  rc 1.  r re n '  nbe ur qd.\  
'o 

.d)
sohething: il more rhan one ford rxpresse, a cer_
lain iunction, rhc student should tea.n onltr rhe
easie!r or mosr rypical one a! first aDd ser on wirh
conrnuni.ation. The Spanish progressive tenses,
for example, unlike rhei.Elslish coirnrcfparrs, afe
oDly optioralalternalivcs ro non progressive reDses
for expresins aciion in prog.e$ ar rhe rime rettr
red to. The pa$jve voicc in Spanish is a nm.h le$
usco afternarlve to a rritcxive construclion or a
rransrtl!e acrive cxpression.

Even qhere $vo foros do nol expt$ eracrly rhe
same funcrion, nn analysis ot lhe social funcrions
oflanguace mal indi.are rhar onc iorn should be
chosen to replacc the other. Onc can command,
ano one can requesr. Alrhough srudenrs musr learn
10 follow comhands f.om the b€einning, il wi
ahnosi al*ays be more approprjare for rhcn, as
new.ome6 lo rhe foreiSD culrure, lo erpress a rc
quesr rhaD to glvc a commaDd. aMe hace et.fnvot
de... ?, iPadnA U.t..._?, rnd ieuiere U.1....? plos
inli tile arc both sociall), more appropriate and
ealcr than the .omplicatcd codmand tonns of
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Spanish. The social implication\ of laneulse.usc

should aho be laken into accouni rn oecrorng

vbelher or not to tcach ihe fanriliar Iorm or ad

dre$. The aduh {ho expecls to lrave mo'e rormal

cortacts with Spanish speake* will havc drch les

use for rt forms than will the voLrnscr learner-

Amount of Grammar \_eeded
The limilations on gramnalical form imposd

by considerations ol lhe language funcLions ihe

l$rne. needs to handle, logerhe' with Lhe re'luc

tions lypical o! colloquial nalive usage, now sug

gcst a specific characlerialion of a gnnmar ror

miniftal conmunicati!e competence one *mcn

permns a natural erpre$ion ol ideas with-onlv

slight limitalions ol conlent and vanetv ol lornr'

ir corsisrs of rhe struclures needed Io make

starenrents and ask queslions in lhe tusI and rhnd

forns, sineular and plurai. of the prcsnr' im_

perlect. and pretcrite indicalive' an'l the presenl

and pan subjunctile
In fact iI is debalable $hedrcr arv tenses ol Ine

s biun!t i \e shoul !  be pad ol  beeinni ie { !d-ef t ! '

" . ' ivc 
crd nmdr.  \ !  t r  rc\ f re^irs

in Soa;ish,lnelish_speakine sluden$ tend !o aloid

-,n 
. ru.  

'o,  
, .qui ' 'ne I '  e rbl ' r '  r \  '  \ \  ne

rhc.  do,f  , \ rm. r le '  d rcr .  ' ,C\  o J P 
'hr

indicatile even thoueh lhev have learned 1ne cor

rc 1 , 'dSeo r le.uq rn.  ' \e l '  _ '  man\ L ngrr '

l .o,d. ' re rbiLn!r i t  F ncb om.h ' r r ro ' r t '
Ne ot  -e o,n ro d.  d-d , r '  rc. ' r r .  . l l  uD Lnc

l i . "  ,o m L. . ' l  .drr 'e r .  r r r lo m" 01 " .d lc i lu-e

.u u c rr  do! .  10 rrre.r  ' le ssee TIcre Pc' '

Lo bc a natural strategv ol communi'arion which

lells the learncr to concenl'ate on lhe fealures of

sramfrar and locabularv trhich convev lhe messacc

.r ,d 
'g 

orc ho'  sh" l 'oo nor '  ' (  u e or h '

stralesy c\plains the large number ol erros rn

asrecneDl ofverbs and modiliefs Nnh nouns even

where, as in lhc case of noun_lerb number agree

ment, rhelack ol corespondine itaLuc5 in English

is not a Possible ciplana!'on

Simplitictlion tnd Erors
Ftrrther simplificatio! would produce {tdc'

rd-etrE rnrrern o e or '  or '  *en ror . '  hrshl

unnatural ltrerances one could for crample'

dvord u.  r 's  or 'n.r 'on. . r rJ '  rc r t ro l 'ur 'b

spcaking only in simPle seltenccs and constantlv

repearing noun phrases ceriajnlv some edor

soulo nr p c l< blc A r fouoL 5'  a ' \  rmprr ' i  hJ '

I  e. , r  'b,(  
.1J re. ! \ \3 r  f .  L  ̂ l

language acqtrisition i5 sidclv accepled now''' ir

is still a matter of contenrion lo whal extcnt I

teJc er l -oLlJ h.( f r  c i  
'  

\  
" '  

d l rs '  mdre

)L',ie \
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simplificalion of granmar lbr codmuntcaron .
Retarchef hale hvpolhesized that second

la.cuage acquisition normallv goes through a

simplilied pidgin like stdee, lhat pidginiarlon rs the

elfccL of uni!crsal laneuagc-acquisition slrat€gres '"

lf Lhis is the cae, the teachcr vould do weLl to

become awarc of the ph€nomenon and erploir it

as aqujck wa! toproducesinple vet effectivecom_

ftunicaLion while $or king tota.d correct Sranmar
as a long-tange eoal The usc of objed plonouns'

for exanple. is sccond onlv Io lcrb iorms as a

\ource of difiicullv for lhe lcarn€r and tr

unavoidable in narlral speech lr c'eoliTed iorns

(supposedly derilcd iion carlier pidsins) ol

Ronance languaees, rhe unstressed prever0ar pro-

nouns are replaced $ith strese.l pronouns pnc€o

aftef the vcrb. This is in lacl a ver! irequenl oc_

curence whcn English speakine srudenls com'

nuniclle in SpaD*h A common crror iik€ l/irilt
p//oJ caD be immediat€1v atd correcrlt inlerpreted

by rlrc nalive sFak€r, apparenllr s a reductidr ot

L.J rriiri d c/os (l visiicd thc'n) bv odNlon or

lhe unslrcss€d words
hi a natural language_acquisilion situation mon

erors rem Lo be self conccrins in time Wh€re q'

' .  rguage I  mi "d (J_ rr  Lh

classioofr), dcveloprnent nav slo! tne lorms oe

nr! "fossilized ' ai the pideiD slage Correction of

" , i )1 
6 ' ,1.  e.ner" . r ' r '  'd\el r '  

leo I 'uel

fc.t. Even *i!h adequale expo$tre, a lideinized
r.  ' ion c I 'e cngld;e rai  ( \dol  uh n l l (

learncr's oDl} goal is 10 get a message across _ ]n

o.der to achiele1he nalural sell codectior pro'e$

in the .lassroon, Ihc reacher needs !o eile the

srudenrs as rlch caPosu.e lo the targel ranguagc

as Dosibte. Equ.llv inporian!, the goal ol com

mun-cdlron mJ r  Po be)or d r l  e l i rerdl  m( '  aec '
rnJur,  r 'c  d l  e_ \c reir Ie '  n(  e\ 'cr"  fo el f_

i^ ! ( r '1g d qur.  ron
1!. ln olhe. words "inrcsnlive motlunon $

needcd as well as "instrumental motlvalron

The rcaction ofnalivc sPeakcrs has bee! propoq

ed as a criterion tor lhe acc€prabilitv ol

k"rn(r 'mi .cL. . . .  \ l  no.c '  J l r .o reJ\ tJ1-

ducted so faf have been some$hat inconclusn'e lhe

sludies show thar messages are slrnosr alwavs

pcrceivcd ni spitc ol lhe nislakes Moreover' ir

seens lhal the alliiude ol lhe learners and tnc cou

Icnt of$hal lhev sav matter lar more Io the native

5peake6 Ihan eranmar nisrakcs !

A Quenion of Order
Aiier dete ninine whi.h srrucrures are neccs!ar'v

for aclivc comnunicalion the teacher must decide

or lhe order irr shich thevshould be presented ln
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a nolional functional syllabus, the order nr *hich
!h€ use! or funcrions of langlagc rpFear determjnes
the orde! of the grammar. Since so 

'nany 
fo.nr

are used in the commonest s i rual ions,  mosr ofrh€
basic grammar would need ro be presenred \ery
quickly Dcar Ih. bccnnrinc of rbe cours€ and con-
tinuaur- rcvic{cd i,r what has becn called a
".r . l ical"  approach.n l t  rems nore pracr ical in
th€ early srages Lo inLroduce langudge funcrions in
an order based Lo lome ext€nl on a g.aduarcd
preseDlation of gramnatical forms.

One vay of de.idins rhe order of presentation
is to observe rheorder jn which native speakers ac-
quire lansuace strucrures. Accordine to a sludyol
dre acquisition of verb forms br naii!e speakers
ofSpaDish, childrcn master dre presenr rerse by rhe
age of l$o.rr Aftcr six morc moDths they bave
nrastered the preterile, presert progressivej and the
periphraslic future (vor a). Ar rb.ee they actilely
usc the prescnr subjunclive, and rhree monrhs larer
they add lhe irnpcrfcct indicarive. At ibur rhe use
ol the inperlicl progressile and lhe present pro
gresi!e wirh ard!?rbecode eslablished. They add
the use ol the present lrogressjve with i. and thc
impcricct $'bjunclile aI four year and six monihs.
Othcf lcnscs arc nor nastcred belore rhe age of

The resul ts ar {harone {ouldexpecr.  s iven !he
a$umprion Lhat childrn ar€ karnine m lulfillcom
tnunicarive needs.I They learn how to reier to thc
present, thcn to thc pasl and future, and $'bse
quenlly acquirc modal and aspectual dislinclions.
In v ie$ oi  thc bel ie i  thal  chi ldren acquire al l the
basic C.amdar ol Lhei. narive langulge by the agc
of five,rr it is interesting to nore rhar rhe !inp1e
tcDses ciled jn the above paragraph are precisell
those which have been 5horvn to constitule a
mnrimal com'nuricati!e grannar (ol \erb Lenset
nr Spanish, based on Lope Blanch's srudy oradulr
usagc. Thc carly appearance of a variery of p.o-
grcssivc construcrions niay poinl to Ihe desirabili
ty ollearning them earlier than aninimalgramnar
*ould requi.e. Acquirine proeresive torns would
make the learner's grammar nore Datu.al and
would be easy to learn Civen thc similarir,v berween
Enclish and Spanish prosressiles.

Comprehension dd Oller lactors
tn adorJLins a grammaf for mininal con-

nnuri.ari ve conpe!ence Lhe reacher mun also con-
sider hos oLher aspects of rhe couBe \!i11 be a|.
Itcted. Ho* will lhe proposals otfered abole fir
irrlo lhe roral couAe i.anewo.k. aDd, dore
specifically, whal coune componenrs mun b€ given
nicreased or chaneed empbasis when the anounr

cbt r- ,
5I

of erammar is reduced? Three codponents to be
considered are l is tenins compr€hension,
vocabulary, and tesline.

The practical value of knowing a fcond
lansuaeeis scvercly limilcd illeanreA do not have
skill i listenins comprehensionwhich cxcccdstheir
speakins ability. wc s1ill kno{ very Inlle for sure
abouL hoF lansuase is undenroodj ho{cvcr,
evidence is accudularing thai contexrual clucs,
background knowledge, and thc likc. play a ma
jor role.i' Foreign languagc learDers apparendy pay
little or no atention to grammarjcal sienah in a
communicarive situationi rbey rely ftainly on
perceivine rhe words and usinC contexlual clLres to
eet the meaDjng. The evidence suggests !hal il js
not necessary ro srudy and pracrice renses which
are not includedin lhe ninimal srammar. At mosr,
irregula. fulu.e/conditional srcms and irresular
pasr paniciples can be taught as vocabula!y. Thc
necesary condilions for de!eloping listenins con-
pfeheDsion are rhar lhe learnen be exposed to a
la.se amount ot spoken Spanish (appropriate lor
their  leveland wi lh abuDdaDt contertualdue\ j  e.g.
eesrures, visualaids, previous sunmary of th€ con-
tent, use of proper namesj erc.) and be notilated
ro *anr ro know trhar rhey hear. The leache.,
visitos, and rccordings can supplt lhe spoken
lareuage. The topics musr bc intrinsically in
Ieresljns, but lhey should aho be followed by
ic*ing fo. comprehension.

vocabulary is nuch morc al rhc ccnler of com
nunication, speaking as sell as comprehensio!,
lhan i! gramrnar. It is a comnron cxperiencc ol
lincuistr and faveler! rhat they can r'erforn fa.
nore elle.tively in languages in shich they hare
learned a liule eramnar and an extensive
locabulary than in those in which lhey have nudied
a lot of srammar bur litrle pra.tical locabtrlary.
Althoueh learning *ords is ofren thouChl ro b€
pure dfudgery, recenl experience with Sug-
cestopedia and other afledive leahing te.hniques
has shown thal vocabulary acquisition can, under
tbe right conditions, be rapid, enjorable, and
lasting.r Decjsionson $hat words Io usearclargely
detcrmined by rhe iopic or situalion. Thc tcachcr
should, however, iacilitatc a widc ransc ot adivc
coinnuni.atior in the early ltages by aloiding non
syronyms ard nearl! slror! ous expresions, rhus
reducing lhe number of non connunicative choic$
thc sludcnt has 10 makc.

Appropriate testing is one of rhe nosr critical
facros in rhe implemcnration ofcourse objectivcs.
For students. the eoah of a cou6e are defined by
thetesrsi no marlcr whar rheteacher says. A n.adi
tional discrere'point Irammaf test willnegate Buch
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ollhe motivalional e ffe.t oi connunicarire pra.
tice in clasr. (Irlvill aho be iNreasingly difiicult
to construct sithin the limiG ol a ninifral gran-
mar.)An oraltulervjew, ratinelhestudcnts' global
compclcnce in comhunication, sill betrer tell the
reacher whar Ihe sludenrs have acconrplished, and
will shos lhe studerts thal they harc bccD work
ing to al ta in the feal  objecr ives of  lhe cousc., ,

Thc componcDls just discusscd do not cxhausi
the lisr of considerations jnvolved ir desigring a
conduni.ative cou6e. -lhe rea.her ntusl make
maDy creatire adapialions ofaDy curreDl texlbook.
This is noi always casy sinc. most aurhors conrder
il a vi.ruc to int€grate the g.annar as nuch a!
posible inlo thc readines, di!loeues, and olher ac-
tivities of the chapter. Thc sludcnts, with the
tcachcfs euidancc, should oftcn crcate their o*n
language situations. Thc rcfcrcnccs madc prcvjous
ly to thc noiional tunctional syllabus can p.ovide
a tranrework for planning cla$ objeclives and
acriliries., There aho exisc a ianly abundanr
lireratu.c givine p.aclic!1 suegcsiions for laneuagc
a.qui ! i t ion act ivnie\ . ' ,

I havc madesome speciiic luggestions Ibr g.eatly
rcducjns the g.amnat ical  load of  a bet innlng
Spannh cou6c and have shoivn that this can be
donctr i rhout abandoninsthctradir ional  objecr ive
ofconversing Bi Ih near ly n at ive gran nal ical  par '
lerns on son€ range of topics. This is not ro sa,v
tha!allstudenl!.each lh; goal.'fhere is $ide va.ia-
lion in accuracy due 10 difre.ences in then rare of
lea.ning. But, by severely limiting gramnar con'
tent ,  concenr.ar ing or oral  responses, sel f
€xpres ion,  and the de!elopmerl  o i  l is teDing com -
preh.rior, rhe teacher trill fnrd rhat all srudenrs
do learn to rcspond appropriatcly, exprcss
thenselv$ inlellisibly, and comprchcDd \hat lhcy

Wbalever success studerls adrievc i'r ach'ally
conrmunicaling jn SpaDish is a v€ry st.ong
notivatinS fo.cc, Nol least among rhe benetils oi
halins hore moddted ltudents i5 thaL the Leach*\
tall is nore enjoyable.

NOI LS
rThcprs. an,rle i! n revi\ed reFio. ofa pape. gircn

in Spanish ar the Ihnd Conlcrcncc Ior F.reign Languige
Teache$ al lounsnosn Srare Univ.trity (Youn-qnoNr,

Ohio) on November 3,  l r7r .
lsandr! I Savigno., ar,,r!ni.atic Ca p.knd: /1,

E\petirte,t i,r Farcign LaneuaE 1.d.rt8 (Philadcllhia:

Ceiter nt Cudlulun Developmem, 1972), p. 9.
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these a$cnio.s. lhq xfc also Savisnor's najor

' foral iscussionol  rhelacrors Nhich al lect  our deo-
rons on *har ro say, sce Chaprcr 5, TIrc Edrnoaraphy
ol Spcafrrg, 'n, Nlal.dln Cornhrrd, An lnLodrction
10 Dn.rrrs. /rr1)in (L.ndon: Longmar, l9?l), pD.
l0 51.

5Helen!.  $rar iner,  "HiCh SchoolForciSnLangraSc
Telr \ :  Too Vuch BerReen rheCovssbCovd, 'Forei8,
LonZuaE. Annals, ll \1914).551-57. Thc Droblcm cxists
jLrl as much in colles. tcxt

'A minimal cdnnunicarive compelence is nruch the
samc as drc dredrold Level ' .f c.inpeteice des.ribdd
in the fti chaprer olLA. lan Lk s The Thrcshold Lerel
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LorCDan. 1917),  t t  5 l l

7Tfa.y T.rcll. .\ Natur!l ADror.h ro lhe Teachiis
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Laneuaee Anndls, 13 (1980), i2t-r6. Scc aho Albcn
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DeslE , Fot.ilh ta,tuute A,,rl, ll (1978),56?-78.

lForrcompdriso.ot lheerammar basedsyuabusand
one desis.ed l.r a conmu.iclrive co!6e, sec Chapter
I or D.,\. lvilkfx Nbrirral.S/lahuses: A td\oh.htt onl
ns rcldane loJarcign lanEudE. ctticthnn derelapnpnt
(Oxford: Oxford Univ. Prc$, 1976), pp. 1.20.

tFor ntrrhernrformarions.cChaprcrl, Varicri.s ol
Laneuae., in Muricl Savill. Traik , The EthraEtuph!
.f Ca D,"u 

" 
i.a I ion : A 

" 
hto.lr.ra, (lralrinrore: Univer

nty Park Press,  1932),  Ft .51 107.

"'Jurn L.te Bianch, La reduc.ioD del sislen[ ver
bal en el esFnol de Niexrco," in his asrrdios robr. r/
espanol .le M6i.a (Mexico: Unjvenidad Nacional
Aut6noma dc N1irico, 1972), pp. l,1l 55 A \.r) usclLrl
nndy by Josic. Morcno de Alba, t/dlares de lasJarntas
retbalet er el espanal de Maxno (Nlexico: Lrnive$idad
Na.ional A!16noma de Niirico. 1973), uonr.i to.$.n
rially thc saDc conclusions and nrclud.s narisrical dara
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lor!r,Ihc futLtrc ren!c iJ !scd ody 2101ol lhe tnne, prc-
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.en'  . '  16?0. d '  1. ,  ,  p.u.  
'  
. I r  i  i .c  5 00 \ \4oreno .

Alba, p.92) I-oDe Bl.nch obscnesrhat rhe futurerenrc
6 used m.( oiten as a furure or probabihy (p. 145)i
\ . "11e. V. enuoe \ tod tnd. i  b t  urrrr .e l4!
uscd In a r.mnorat, not a conjcc'ural, s..j€ 78oft of rtrc

rrLopc Blanch, pJr.  l ,11 55.
' l  o.e d 

' .  
| ,  p.  t4r ,  

" 'c  hd. t . ,npe.. . I  n
d!d i \ "  on. '  

- ,  
L cd 

'  
o ' t ' tpJho!! . r ,  um,Ji . r .
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ren!  

'  
eqnir  !  b i  

'  
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qhi .h 
' \o 

d.  r r l  
' ,  
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