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Proficiency,Based Foreign
Language Requirements:
A Plan for Action
Renate A. Schrl;

A Fl )L'R-SE\IES] ER forcirn lansuas. ...-ir rquke
mcDr i. one lo..ign l.ngurt rvas rcrcnnv rcalfrmcJ
n,r drc Collcsr of Ars rnd Scien.ci (alAS) ft rhc
i  '  f  \  . .  .  . . 1  .

L.gxa.e. r.q!nement F naN u Dder .onsidcDrion. Th.
CAS (quir.mcnt $arcs rlut r student must "demon-

nnrc rroai.ieh.! I thc f.uiif s.mlstcr l.vcl. ' 'r.l
sc ar. noN aa..d \kh the r.ol_.lch of delirn,s this
lerel .oo.rdclv in rcrns of spr.ifi. 6mrcicn.ie5.

Ou L,fforts &r enal.lish r ..hI!rrn.r.bascJ rcqaR-
ncnt  a rc  mr tna tec l  L - - r  rLc .a l l  a . r  eJu .a .on . l  a . -
.ounh l . i l i r1  i !  gcncr l ,  t rv  ! ra t i . rna l  . ccd '  r !s

,  ,  ' 1 . - , . .  r ' t  o r i
Sccunrv A.rr, Lr) and br a nuDrDer
.n .r.cnr .nd ooL !o rc.cnr.larion .alls drar rcqurc,
m.nrs ar rLl lcvek L.e h.s.J on "srandr.ds ot c.,ir-

| c t .nq  n thcr  rhad t inc  sFcnr  in  rhe  c la$r .om
i"al lol.l Con|ct.n..' L Thelrc\iJrnls CloNniison
.n Fo:cign Lrnsuag. an.l Internfuiin.l Stulie., r!-

i t .u r .J  in  le ; i J ,  .a l ld  fo r  th .  cs rab l i ihment  o i " lan-
e!eqr proli.,cnc'j ..hie\erncnt goah for Ltt cnLl or
.a , :h  l .a r  o I iuJ_r  a t . l l  ]de ls ,  \ i th  s f . .n l  . r .enrbd
t. ife.kiig r.ol,ocnq) (ll). An.l Lambcit mak.s rfe
mo* recent crsc for developnrg.nd usine , .onnlon
m. t i . , " .qu i !a l .D t  r . ross  a l l  hner .ees  fo r  "n rca ;ur

.g  jn .n .b jc . rne , .oDs is ren t  hhn,n  rhc  d rq t . t
.  t . . n  , . t  I  l

Ar : rn , r  i s .  o t .o ! r ie ,  n , {  L r lon t  rn  ts  c f lo rs  to  d t -
6nc and nrasurc r,rofi.icn.y. A.co.di.c ro Drxper tr
iL., as \ell r, Cunrn,ios, an in.r.asi.! nuDb{ oi$ars
(..e., C.lifo.n,r, al.londo, Connc.ticur, FloriJa,
Ccorg,a, N{a$achu.dts, Ilirn.sotd, Orcson, Gr..,,
\ \ / rshngtor )a re  c r l ln ,g  lo r  rJmrss ion ,  c r i r ,  o r .e i . in -
..!.. rer!i.enients o hc erprescJ rn soficicncv
t.ms. \\'hilc rhcre hI bccn s.ne riolks: ton ard .l,ir
gor l$ t rh  r |c  ad . , r l r ( i .d  o f thc  ]LR O. i i  l tu l i . , . rL )
SLalc bv ACTFL-ETS anJ rhc delelopneni ol nrc
ACT|L &oii.i.d.! Cuid.lir.s, rhe ptutusso. r r.r
].om h.!ing $rihble raliJ, rclilblc. iD.l pragna..
.ohp.tcn.v mca rcs rhat rk r..cinrble for laryt
( . le  r . rdcmi .  l sc  a r  th r  lo$e  lc lc ls  .a  i f$ ru (n , t i .

Ilachman and Cbrk mantatrr thar mosr currendr
' '  i ' . , . .  J - r : , . .  p . . .  , , . . , d .

bcc,usc'lhcv drcbascd o. a model oflangurge ptufi
. i cncr  rh i .  does  no t  ,n . lude rhc  iu l l  ranBc . f .b t l  es
rcqutrcd lor .oftmu.icative languagc usc, and drcv
rrc b,scd o'r no.m-rcfcrcn.ed p.in.iFlcs of rer d.-
velopmcnr thar onlr pcfnir nrrcrprratnrn of abiljr!
l.vcls rclallc to rhe pe.fo.man.c of spe.ilic grc!p5
oi lrDguage uscrs (11) Thr author also point nr rhc
..infl.\ir! ol the tasl oa de\elop,ng $lid, r(liablc,

r ' r !  ' . "  r l  .  . .  '  ) . .  r , , r l
ot dr*e .nd othcr fcsc.ariors (scc Bachrnan rno
S,r,gnoDi K..ms.hi Jr.!is), il r. \ar unril all d,.o-

' I J . . p t _ ' g . " - , .
fied, rc Nill re!e. gd off dic ground.- h '  

I A .  r . .
tutions, r .ontoDr.d \.irh dr. p.oblems of Jcfir,,,g
.he notion ofFro6cieD.y, idcnofrnrg rh.l$cl of..m,
pr[n.. our {udcnrs should .ca.h .r !.rious $,ec\
ol lo.nal .la$roon i$t.u.!on, and deciJ,ng hou
rliose lerel: can be measurc.l.

Th. G.rman dcFartncnr olth€ Unire.si'J olAo,
: .n .  a l rea . l r  $arcs ,n  d rc  ca td los thc  min imuh pro i .
.'cr.! .equiremcnts ior ks 'n.lors (adranccd on m.
ACTIL-ETS Oral Ptufi.,cncr Inieiielv and rl,r s",
on ihe Zd 'rird D.,r.n dL ilardspracAr). Thesc lcvcls
ol crpe.tari.n. ho\re\ e., n.cre based on.onsid.ncid,s
o fhoN N. l lour  rnd jo rs  shou ld  sFak , .e rd ,  Nnte , .nd
so forth ifthcv \Mnr o teach or usc drc languagc lor
odr.. prolcsional fu rposes, .drhcr rhrn on.onsioc.-
. t ions  o1  .un i .u la r  o . l .d rn r r  ons tc i r rs  ( i .e . ,  in t .L 'L
g .nce  and ho t i ! ,o . r ,  r ime. l loNcd,  ,nd  qua l t r !  anJ
qu, r t i r f  o f  n rs t .u r , . r )  r la t  d {ermin .  then r .Lur l
,bilirr ro .omnun,.arc n rhc lansuaec. \rhile \Le
m,ght be juniie.l i. ser.ing i$tru.tioral eonls ror

Ih,. ,rrrw L, Ploir,o d C.r!h rn,l Ji'ru,sn Ldnprqt A.
' .  I ,

.nr d Ari:oid Ti,j rli.l. ir ldf,,i dfu tdrj- t5ricirtu r
rhr ADri S.r!tutr ExJr 1 a lu., lt8t, in andndrr! Llt,
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mljos hased on rurLft job reqrireme.is, lve caDnot
avoicl a carcful anallss of in{fud,onal and lclrn,ng
.onsr..ints lvhen Ne seek to dererhine .ompeten.e

r e  . : !  d o l  , d 1  : r , . ^ q r  ,  ' ,

four semeslers or s1o hundred houn of in*ruction,
Nirh.ut having any e\perience ab.oad.l

\Yhat are *e going to cxpccr oa th. laig. majorlry
olstuderts thar rake a lancuacc course mainL_! for dre
requnementl \\t.ould linit.ur cxpcciaiions fo. non-
majors Lo oraL profi.icncv, sFccifyinc dut studcnrs

.rc1r. n rh riic tlnluNsf Lr r.mt,n, fs frd rt()mb ntng
leamed elemenc,nrouslr pnrnrfiLr ir rtuimv.h$dq ini

'  "  F F  l "
.nrninfiis!!. u:l5r iml r5l rnJ In$\cr qutnions.

Thcsc ,rc rhc inre'hedi!.e'level speaker abiliries *
dcscr ibcd  in 'ACTFL Pr .n . i cncy  Gu ide l ines"  (15) .

Snrdies conducted b1 llagnan rnd by Frced indicrtr
dr.t q,..an realisrically exDect sudents onastcr such
r r t  J , . . t  .  . r t . , r m r .

lfo llanguagt pn,frcicncy F ,ndced rhe major eoal
ofcollegc forcrgn languagc in{rucrio,r, Nc kno\ ho\y
to.each that go.l most €tri.icndl and cffc.rivelr, iake
morirat.d $udcn6, put thrn imr sm'lldascs i. scrL'
r!!eht intensive or imm€rsion progrrns prosranrs
thar indudc conn:idsne$-nising on g.anmari.dl pat-
trrns rs wcllas Flcnry ofoppo.turiii.s fo..oNnunica-
tne inrenrion lor about a vcrr, and dren serd them
abrord for about anothcr ycar. Bur for most srDdcnrs
r t  the  Uoners i ty  o fAr izona rh is .ppro ,ch  i - .  nc rhcr
teasible nor desinble. Thus, left Nith rhc mandtc t.
dcline an.l test p.oti.ien.r at thc fourth-scmcstcr lcvcl,
\ve drew uI a plaD for r(ion thrt rons*s olthc tot'

?iit l. Rcvics thc lrr.rarurc on proficiency. Stvcral
facuhr nrcmtr.s in various deparrdieDts are eithc.
trat,erl ACTFL-ETS oral profi.icncy .esres oi have
.r le.$ rtrendd lvo.kshops or faniliari:arion scssions
o. rhe topi. and arc r.asomLrl! sellinformed, at Lasi
abour drc ACT|L prolicic,rcv p.ojects. $'c did, hov-
ever, search the profesronallrtcrature for accoune of
ot[.r nrnitutions or dcF,rmcns rhar had ahead!
$.rltd moriDg Lo*r profi.,cn.r'b.scd rquiemcnrs.
Our sea..h .evealed that th€ Unncsrv oa fcnnsvl'
lania and the Unilcrsit! olMnu,cvra arc among thc
l "  r . .  1  , , .  n  , .  1 " t  s . . ' - '
ctrort to develop proficiencr-based rcqunemens rn all
skills {scc Frccrl Rfuicn Laasus. rrcl..i.r.]- S.d'&la)
A  1  l b  J  r  1 d \ '  t , \ , o t 1 { '  . .
uDdcr Nav b! thc SFanish dcpartnefr ar Stanfutl
Univenitr, rvhichhas addcd, lifccc!-mioureordl F
tcrvieq ro its pla.ement ten, r.qui.ing stLrdenrs ro
sco.c at drc ACTFL-ETS intcrmcdiare levcl.r hi.she.

to fulfill the three-cluarter fo.eisn languagc .cqui.c,
mcnt. Spantrh m.!o.s at the Univeritr of Florida har
to scor€ at dre adlaD.ed level on th€ OPI as part ot
rhcn gEduation iequirement. The F.ench d€partmcnr

' r  r  1 '  e ,  r "  o . I ]  . i .  . r , . .  p . r f r  . .  r  .  r
rh. intcrmediare qnge afrer one year of in$.u.tion.

lames dcscribcs clfons at thc Cerman department at
Hunter College rhat aim at an ,nlcrmediaie hieh af- . _
ter a foupseneser .equnemenr. And Fschcr stlres
thar the Germar scction ofthe department offorcrgn I
laneu!ees at Portland Sate Unive6n! tanshtes peF
formar.e on an o€lproiiciency interview into a sradc
for fn*'ycar *udcns, cxpcctinc an intcrhediale-nrid
for an A after one semester and an,nrcJm€di,.e high
L .  d n A " i  .  o . c . , d t  , \ a  > + 4 ^ t  t  j e a a

The predominant .on.ern of rh. publnhcd litco-
turc is Nnh.rdi !ro!cicr.v. ard.rl]eiierce shorvs rhat
Ior mos studens lour scnc*cr-. of univcsit_v laDguage
insr.uction j"ield d p€.fo.mrn.c in thc inrermedia.e
rangc on thc ACTFL'ETS sc.lc. ln a siudy condlcied
h Gxas by HipLe rnd ivlanlct, a $?ablc pcrccntacc
ol senio^ mijorirrg i. a foreign lansuage.eached onlr

1;\[ .] Redefi.e tle fo.ei,s. hnguage requi..mcnt
nr con,rctcncc tcrms, using thc ACTFL Profrcicncy
aluidehres and .lepa.rmedtal soals and objcrtilcs
statemerts rs poins of drprrtu.c. Ou. forcign lan'

euage .tqui.enent is a hlnanitics rcquircmtnt. Thcrc
n sftoncfeelinc amoncfacuky membes thar requird
compctcncics should not bc linircd ro onlairoficienrv
but that studcnts should bc ablc to demonstro,.
specific abilitics ,n all lansuaee skills, r-. $c11 as some
lno{lcdge of the grammatical systcm of thc targct hn-
gu.ge oi some koo{le.lse ofthc targ.Llancuaec.u"
rure or borh. Afte. all, our .€quncmcnt .ou6es do
not just lulfill a serri.e lurction but harr tht norc
o. le$ h,ddcn aecnda of arftacriDe r! lean some of
rhcsc rcqutrcmcnr studcnis, posibly as maj06, into
upFcFlcvcl lancuagc, lircature. and culture courses.

.  . .  t l  l { - 1  a '  d c . J  l | , . ,  d r o ' .
. .  n o f '  l ,  1 . . q . g .  . - r
. requirdnenr, it wouLd be uDrealsn ro cxpcd dllsru'
dcns t. rc.fonn at rhe sane level h all skrll and
L n  l l J E  . ,  r h  t  . , o r ' 1  ,  " . d "  i n
orLtinately lou lcrcls. Studenrs should .herefo.e havr
d .hoit of \rhar .ompcrcn.ics drev \Lish ro hale
re$rd. (Thus, r $udcnt nishr bc .equired ro rake a
minimum ofonlv fou. parts ofrhe f.ofosed six-pafi
compctence test, r.9., thc lincn,ns and rc,dins com'
pr.hension parts, cohmuni.rtive speakins, and .ul-
tu .a l  undcr { ,nd ing . )  l .ospec i i \e  ma jors  hay ,
ho$cvcr, bc rcquircd ro take the srahmatical siruc-
turcsplt of a tes. nr addition ro lhe parts esring skills
fo. admFsion inro the majo. proeem.

lial J. Stlcct posibic tcn tyF.s (tcrinc t.chniqucs)
rnd procedures. Herc I should norc thc major diffcul-



0ts.t I . ,  1 . .
l6 . l'r,r,,iir.r-Bdtd foriri l,nq!dr. lifir,,i4,n.i6 ,i ]rin, llr lrtior

r ies  eo .o !n r . rcd ,n  f rnJrns  te*n ,g  L , :oceJuts  thar
ncct tsachnrn anclClark\ rrn{i. ol.ulh.rti.irr trnd

rra.n.aln! Aurhedri.irr .eies (. rl)e sn.ihrrr L.c
.r..i a te{nrg rasi.nd a.rrallanerrer rsc, ard Fnt.
r-lrtr Lccrs to ror.i.lcmiora oItjin.,.\t, fadl,tic.,
l r s r  a fd  . l , je . , i r i , l  . f  r . rn rc ,  .n . l  e  . r  thN r i l l

|...nt th. tc{(il t.. hc alnn,istlrrJ Lr larc( n!.nrcr

of s dcnts. 
'I 

hus, r'hiL,lo:c resr! h.ve p.oved ro be

eoorl ncasurs ot o\ *.ll ldiquase fi.i cien.!, rf.v fall
shon on thr arthtnti.n) crn*nrt. {Ho$ oat.n,n r.al
liie ere !r€ f...1 b! nr. $.,ting trsk of hllng ,n the
bl!nlsr) Fu..hft.r.rc. a r..cnr {r: r.t xrprblishc{l)
srrl-r tonrluctcd $ thc dcrrinrcnr .i Clermrn irrL
cr tes  th r t  snrJer t .  gene ' r l l \  d iq l i k .  fh is  t$ .ng  tc .h -
n iqu !  D i ( ! r ions  i f J  mh,nar - r  p r to .o ls .  n rJn iJur l
it.n icrq saiJed le,1{ u.irng, rrd so on rtuLlmeet
rhe .ri, e.i.n .i , ur hcnn.itl' but lallshon n, thc arca
ot  Fra . i i . . lF  Fr t ruhr t !  ro  t ros tums \  r f  l . rge

.nro lhn .nr ;  . i the .  re . lu i . in !  roo  n tch  . lu ' fo r  id -
n r in is i r tn ,n  . .  b . in !  l f t ,  s !b j . . , i \ . . f  nnr . -
conrmog Lo eve l r r te .

Isl + D.r.rm in. i.rf licrtt,ns, rl rn!, for tcrL hhg
LTLd IA rr nlre. \lN clcnrntrrv n,o.ltn lteign Lar-

.!u.ee |ds$ it tlrc LInn €Lsnv ,,i Arl<",4 nradr t,r

. rs  on  .ommLnnr tn .  l insudgr  !s . ,  ond TA
oncntanon progr rms and re . l ! i . .1  ne .hods . .us$
. rFr  in  nFr  Jcpr tncr ts . I re rna lo r .c  chanqcs  ar
mofu  ca . i l v  nn f lcn [ r r tJ  in  l (N . rdn is ion  Lngurgc
. .u r rs  r i ! c f  r  b !  I { r  r l rx r , .  rp f  cFJ i ,  i snn ,  c .u rses
rrrqht bv rnn iaokr ncn$ts.

I roulJ liir o *rc.s d,e ir!,-o(anre oi !.sl< I fol
dcprtmcnts mo!nu !r,ard rr,i.i.n.v'l.ascC in{ru..
ror. Thr Lcquncncnt tlrt sru.lcnts Junurtntr Nrat
thry can do rith dr langurge n rerl-Lfc or:rmulatcJ

l :

tcrch.L anJ Lrrncr !:chr. ir,., !r !i it:tr u.rionil .i,, r,
n t .n r l .  te rLh i .g  ie .hnqL, i i ,  F { lng ,  i rd  { , ldd i
Tht tncltionrl rc\tbool ,' th r.s gr.nrhati.al :.'

, , , .  , ,  1  '  . ,  ,  I  d .  L  I  n
erer.l$i and !irh..NhasF on n.urtu.al ar.un.r'
will r.qui.c h.iv suppl.ncntanon in drc frrm ofton-
lerruilikd, Fec..rli:cd r.lc-pla-v acrritres. These rt
tirtics cn.ouhgc spontancous, creativc lanlluagc usct

r .  . . .  i  . ,  1 1 . .
,nter,.tirnrr e\tensne iinor e\d!sive hclr larsugc
ust ir Lhc classroonrr !..t! itd hcqu.nt udk trtrti
.urlr€nri. r.rr: to iugne.r linCuagc inputi tun.non
!nJ ..ntcnL.ricntcd c\c,.isc( (rathcr thrn c\.lu5nth

.gnnn,roi,.ntrd.\.ar!.s)i rrJ trn,nqFro.c.ltrrcsn
r11 skills th* rcplcnc, as much rs pcsibJe, ltrguage
funcoons n d,c :cal "orll.

?Nt i. Create (eN bank tor r11 skills rn.1 lrnorl-
cds€ rcds t. he te$ed, n,aiing hea'r uscoicomprcn
f  r  . .  I
gndrari..L l<notl.Je., ind cuhural aurcncss. Such
an item bank {ill .!.nmr llr' fcrm it csl'dcrclopmcnt

Trjr 6 lLctcs itcms n, all lcrcls!llan.rludg. iosrr!.'
rion. fhi! net is nece$i.\'to deternine rerlisn. cx'
pcnrt dns .i.o., pftn.c lcrcls for all pans ofthc tc*.
Llt\ io(dv, rcsa.dlc$ of horv much qc roulJ LLc our
nuJdns ,. be ".dv.nccd sp.akcr, \rtcs, .nd
..3dcr. r'c .,nnot r.qni.t that Locl oi.ompctcn.c
unlc,s ar lea* sevtNr-6ve Nrcert of tlan reach t
rh.{,ugh clasroom instntrtion.

T ,J l  ;  ConJu. r  i r fm ana l j r i s .nd  o thcr  s , t i$ i ra l
arxlrses oo obje..ive itcns and .ondu( ,nter.te.

' ' .  d
Tl,fn .r. i.rF,ftant anC ncccssrLv scps n, estrl.llsl-
i ig  in . l  r ro te . t ing  the  . tua l l t r  o f .u .  fosnm

T . ; I  " '  s .

Tcjl 9. E{3bliJr mrnrmum <,mpttcn.c lscls on
verious sLrlh rnri knorvltlgt tcrs or or Lhe orerall
.omfoiitc s.o.e ne.essirv to lullill the lanquag. ..-

lJit ll. Eiilrltrh reNedirl couNs or foli.iei rol
rudenrs  Nh.  do  no . . rcc t  comfc tcncr  nandafJs  a t -
r *  i ,u r  scncrc rs  o f  s rd - r  o r  th .  .quna ld t .

lirsl //. Implement r .lnrpetencv-based req!lre-
ncnt {ith.ontinuing J$dopncnt r,f itcn banLs ancr

.  l  r d  r  r .  "  r l '
.hc.ks for e.ch r.lmlnist.at on.

lirlJl ll. Dcrrlop euidc for b,eh
. .hoo ls  rod  orn , !n i . r . . l l eges .  S i r .c  rhc  L ln t rc r
s i . - ! . iA . i : .na  hrs .  h ry .  pcrccn tagc  o l tan" fcL  su-
lcnts rrC a consirlcrable rumbcr ot stuJents ut,o
cntcL drc unnesitr *th r b..ksround n foreign 1..-

luagc srudr, rrti.ul.tid, is, oi ursc, a najor ,ul
,crn. Fo. eie.lnc rii.ulIi,rh, resul.r .onie.en.ei
.eed to be con.lu.teil wirh flgf scfool and commr
o i t \  !o l l cs !  J .par ,nc . rs  io  c \ f la in  thc .ohF. t .n .v -

li.L 1J. lmplcncnr conp,.t.m\iaitJ Dla.(mcnt
' ' ' I  ' l n  f

tan.c s.o.es ir Qrious .ourses .i. be based ar or
aborr d,c aveagc scorc coll.ct.d oD raijous F!rts md
n,  \a r iouJ .ourses  Ju . i ig  | re tes ins .

Eidy ir dr! sl]ling ot 193t, th.r..anc an c\.tr,ng
mlltor a raronalelloc rn the area of!.ofi.ien.y test-
rng rn lorcrltrtl, postsecondarr lansuage nrt.u.tion.
An appcalby tht Orcgon Strtc S-vsten ofHigher Edu-
.attun to thelri:ona Board ofReeentsrnn.cd in mr
dttnJan.c ar a onc-da! irtcnsiv. discus,on bc.vccn
tht Edr.anonal li$lrg Sc$i.e (ETS) ird .erresen'
ta rn .s  o f ( rn r \ -o re  iDrers ted  insdr !d .ns  or  un i ! .F
sit\ svn.ms natioDNidc.' Thc group callcd Ior a
national eff t in rrcfi.i€n.) measu.ement, .ssisten
br ETS, r'ith the folltrlng onndcntn,ns ,n mind:

. Gns ro be developed should hale. fo.m.t and ter-
ing objtctirts that r"ould bc applnablc acros hn-
gugcs rnJ rcross private as wrllrs sare-supforted
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'1$ruriotu. ThE, of.ourse, does not mean rhaL
proliciency outcomes musr be the sme at all *hols
The ourcome - ahhough meJ5ured by ,he 'ame
tes sl .a- d ffer, a..ordine Lo in.i tur ional dpeL.
iations, cudcular constdinrs (in parri.ular, avail.
able contact time), student preferences, and so on.
The tests must be highly fldible, with modular
componenrs in the various skilh and knowledse
areas now raught in elehentary and inrermediate
fotien lansuase classooms. This {eature would pep
mir institutions ro select those components most
usetul for their purpose and would also ptrnit rhe
establishment of compensarory or abslute min!
muh scorcs in the various skills, as desired by in-
dividual deparrments.
The tests musr have a {lqible delivery sysren, rhat
is, rhey must be able ro be administered by a depan
ment when needed and durt ofer rhe possibiliry
of local scoring at a local testing cenrer
The tesrins instrumenrs should be available for
norn-.eferenced he4urenent (for conparison or
departmental resuks with regional or national
noimt as pell as for criterion{eferenced measure-
nent (usable for diaenostic purposes ofwhat stu-
dents have o. have not mastered).

. The rcsrs, of cou6e, will have to be valid (showns
.ontent, construct, and piedictive as well as face
vatidity), reliabLe, and atrordable. It is parricularly
important rhar the tests be hish in face validiry as
tsF of.ommrnicadve ,or€Elron in order ro mori.
vare studenrs and give rhem a feeling of success.
This requi.es nor only that lansuase conpeteDce
be tested with discere-poinr irems as is preqlent
in currently available tests but thar tesring fomar6
be d*eloped thar apprcximate @l-life communica,
rive settings. Thus, as much 6 feasible, rhe rests
must pemit free expre$ion and Geative languase
use in the productive skills (speaking and writing).

. Computeraided and computeFadaprive resting (i€.,
tests that offer bnnching according to a srldent's
abilirr thus curting resdng time ro a minimum)
have great potenrial fot cohpetency rsring in some
of the skill and knowledge areas. Compurer-aided
testins also facilirares the establishnent of irem
banks, €ndomly constructed mulriple tesr forfus,
insrant scoring, and instant irem analysis.

.  Pdr t iL ipdr .nc, rsr i ru on.  mu5r have a. f l !e  npurrn

. The ACTFL Prcficiency Cuidelines should be used
6 the basis for a dercription and defnirion ofp.o6,
cien(\ level'. r. lonc 4 rhe.e surdel,-e\ are con.
sidered to be'tvolving."

The benefits of porenrial acce$ to testing insru-
ments heeting rhe above citeria are obvious:

1. \ve would have access ro a professionally prepaEd,

valid, reliable, and ffeld,resred insruoent to be
used as an enfty or exir measuement for studenrs
with a foftign language requirement.

2. Once we have esrablished local standards and
norns, the tesrG) could be used as reliable place.
ment measurel Thus srudenrs enterins ftom hish
schools or tansferring ftom other instirurions
would have ro neet the sane minimum standards
our ow srudenrs a!€ expecred to meet.

3. Reeular proficiency testing would peftit us to mea,
sure our prcgram effecriveness and student leanl
ing in relm ofactual lansuase skilh and kndLedee
rather than in reims ofseat rime or crcdit6 earned,
on which we now base our evaluarions.

4. The use of a common, standardized conpetence
test would yield conpa€ble dara ftom institurions
on a regional and national level.

5. Such tesring could provide a valuable data bank
for second language acquisition Esearch.

6. And ldr but not least, rhe ceation ofsuch tests
would force rhe profession to qanine and defhe
what competencies in rhe skius and content aeas
are, should be, and can be tausht in elemenrary
and internediate foreisn language courses.

In ronl lu . ion,  c ive-  rhe complex ,a) l  involved in
developiDg proffcien.y o! comperency-based requlre-
men'.. ,he ddvantaee. of a rationrl erfol are obvi.
ous and excitins. Vithout ir individual institutions
may wasre ftemendous rime, energn and ftsources n
duplicaring a prccess and procedure that cao he nuch
hore efnciently accohplished through a joint nation.
wide effort.

Notes

LWlile ihe rcrms lroli.idc)-iool and 6np@ct,b6d aE
used indchanseably in this pap€r, rhe olmt pFtcie.cy mde
menr linirs the nm.irs .f tsDlicim.r ro @l-lif. comnunila.
tiw abiliry in lhc four lancuage shills, that is, to whar an
individul Gn do wilh rhe languase Ethei rhan whlt he or she
tnows about th€ lansuage Since rhe qn soak and ne$uE,
nen$ tor thc CAS foEisn l.neuace EquiEnenr wil sct likely
be detned in son*hat brude! terms, includins <lenonsa-
"on of kn@ rdsr ibou. 'he c€er l.nsuase :nd ,ukL,e,
.mpe@q.b6ed ftqunMt iE the moE appop.iate rern for
our eliorc ar the Univ€ni.y of Aiizo.a.

I Ii,r a noE d@iled dlsu$ion of the efied of cunicula. a.d
learner consdinis on the derelopnent of b.suscc piolicienLy
in a cl!$ooh *tinc, see Schult

I Pafticiparine insitutions wft the Uniksity of Colo€do
at Boulde4 Univesny ofDelawaE, UCLA, Unive6ity of Ar
Lanss, Uniffiitr olOEgoD, IllinoG Sdte Univdsitn South-
em lllinois Unive*ity ar Edwardsville, Univdsiry of Utah,
Univesity of Hou*on, Univelsit' of Arizona, Ar;oDa State
Univdsity, Norhm A.izona SEre Univesiry, Uniw4ny of
Minnesota, Univ€siry of Oldahoma, Ciry U.iv€sity of Nv
Yo.t, Univ*ity oa Hasaii ar Manoa, a.d the Fhida See
Board oa Comnunity Colles6,
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