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EXPECTM LEVELS OI AISOLUTE sIEAKING ?ROFICIENC'!
IN LANGUAGES TAUCI]T AT TI{! IOREIGN SERV1CE INSTITUT!

(Revlsed Apl l l  I973)

Thls chart  {as dlawn up by the schoo1 of  Language Studies of  the Foreign
Selv1ce lnst l t l te.  l t  sumarlzes our exp€rtence ul th stui lents as taught
1n our orn c lasses lathe! than ou!. ludgDents about the le lat lve
dl f f lcul ty of  these tantuages fo!  sPeakels of  Engl lsh though thele 1s
u.doubredly sone cor le lat lon.  The €xPected s?eakj . f ,8 Pro! ic lency fo!  a
Erud€nt ul th a glven backSround and a glven apt l tude, 1n a 81ven
language, af te!  a glven nusbe! of  

'eeks,  
t111 dePend not only on the

di f f icul ty of  the 6poken lan$age l tEetf ,  but  a lso oD the aaount of  t lEe
and ef for t  that  the student has had to spend iD concutrent st !d]  of  the

*Tne nuEbet of hours ls the theoletlcal EaiEuD at 30 hours a e€ek,

cA.oU! 1: Afll.ksans, Daf,1sh,
1tal lan,  Nod€8lan,
Srahl1l, Sseilish

Length oI Tlaln1nsr

I  reeks (240 hout6)

i6 weeks (480 hours)

24 r€eks (720 houls)

Dutch, l lench, I la l t lan creole,
lo l tuguese, Ronanlan, Spsr lsh,

Aptltude fo! LanSuate Learnlng
}{1niiu6 Avelage Su?ellor

r / ]+
2
2+

2+

3

I

l+

2

GROI'P .Il: Julga!1an, D6!1,  ta ls i ,  Geran, creek, {1nd1,
l l tdoneslaD, Ia lay,  Uldu

language Learnlne
Leogth of Tralnlng
I6 reeks (480 hours)

44 reeks (1320 houlE)

2
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CROTI? TII: Ardha!1c,  lengal l ,  Eurhese, Czech, Fi f f i lsh,  I tebree,
l {ungal lan,  KhEe! (Catbodian),  Lao, Nepal l ,  ?1l1P1no,
Po1lsh. Rlssian. Selbo-Croet lan,  Sinhale,  Thai ,  Tanl l
Tulk lsh.  v letnaoese

Length of Tlalnlns
r6 

'eeks 
(480 houls)

24 {eeks (720 houls)

4a qeekE (1320 houls)

UlnlauE
Langlage Lealning
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GROttP 19: alabtc, Chlnese., J:panese' Korean

16 ueeks (480 houls)

24 eeek6 (720 hosls)

44 eeeks (1320 hours)

80-92 veeks (2400-2760 hours)

UlnlEuh
for LanBuSe Lealnj.ng


