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lhrs  goal ,  and how tong wi |  i t  take to
achieve? We should be ab e 10 measure
the achievemenl objectivety if possib e,
but atlhe very least by o u r students, satis-
laclion with their own progress. At the
momenr.weaccompl  sh nei ther .  Notonty
do we re ly  much too heavi ty  on wr i t ten
tests,  but the numberof  s tudentswhocon-
nnue thei r  s tudy o l  the language in the
intermediate courses is very sma 

 

indeed
when compared wi th the enrot tmeni  in  the

Perhaps the best  ind icai ion thal  we do
not  achieve our  goals in  our  e lementary
courses rsdemonstra ied bythe content  ot
the in termedia le tevets.  H
theiirst-year materiat,rhusadm 1r ng open
ly lhat  in  the e lementarycourses we cou d
not reach our goals and rherefore musr
grve rt another try with rhe few die-hards
we have e i t .  S incewe do notwantro redo
exacrry lhe maieriat ot rhe previous year,
we add some addi t ionat  readings such as
magazine or  newspaper ar l tc tes or  some
shortsrories. However, in essence, second
yearcourses srmply repeat the work of the
rr rs l  year ,  hoping usual ty  wi thoLt  any
basis -  that  th is  t ime i t  w 1two.k

There is  c lear  y loo mLch mater ta] lo  be
covered in our  e lementary courses g iven
rhe one-year t ime span -  hence the
necessi ty  to rev iew i t  ln  the second year .
Some col leges have boughr themsetves
some extra l ime by i .creasing rhe number
t rom the t radl l ionat  three hours per  week
to four  or  even t lve.  /n  addi i ion,  there is
usual ly  an extra hour  spent  in  lhe tan
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/eqF r6!e In(  tLde r  thei '  cLrncL,un a sLpposeo togivated!her5rheooooi l . rnr ty" l1e basiL s l ru. rL.e.  o,  tha a lsLdge to te"c l  soaah 19 ' l  addi t  or  lo  r re or^e
wn|e (d,  ond.vedr .oL ses rev.pw hFs.  s{  s  Bur6vp1wr.r . tn6cp,hang""wes, , t l
s l ruc lLrresas wel las expand the students do noimanageto prod u ce speakers o l  the
vocarru laf ies and o i len inrroduce them to lore jgn tanguages,  and as a resLr t i ,  our
some aspects of iteraiure There are. of inlermed iate sections are exrre mety sma | ,course,  var  at  ons in  ierms of  rhe number s ince the major i ly  o l  our  etemendry sru
or  hours and uni ls  lor  etemenrary and dents have g ive.  up the study o i  the
intermediate courses t.om co ege to co! talsuase.
lege,  but  i f  general  th is  descr  p l ion is  an The increase tn the number ot  c  ass_

room and laboraiory hours has probab y
Since the 196Os, when many co|eges broughl about som; posrrive resu is, bui

dropped thefore ign language requ remenl  c teany more needs to bedone.  tbet ieve
tor  graduat ion,  sorne changes have been rhat i ; teachingourf i rsr_andseconO-yeai
rnade lo at l ract  s tudents back in to lhe tanguage courses our  guid ing pr in; ip te
classroo m. ln th is respect the biggest se]|- should be: Can the stud;nrs uie wnat we
rng point has been ihai \peaking,, staded leach arctty as we| as in wrling? We
tobeinc ludedincoursedescr ip l ions.The shoutd be asking th is  quesUon ar t ie  end
resl.ol lhe curr cul!m remained vidua|y of every chaple r we cover. lt the answer s
uncnanged:  emphasis on a 

 

the , .basic  no,  lhen somethino is  not  r ioh i .
s l ruc lures ,nrr .eeterer ta-ycou,ses a.o Cor s ,dFr ing In;s-rucrLr i  or  t re r .s t_
o n review in the intermed iare ones. and second-y;a r courses, I betieve that we

There ls  no doubt thar  tearn ing to speak makeioo manycta imsabout  whaiwecan
the ranguage is a prlmary obiecrive as far ieach. We feed ro be reatisric aboul what
as s ludentsare concerned.  Most  teach€rs wecandet iver . tnorder todorhis ,weneed
recognrze this and agree with rhe sru- to change the cufiicuta ot our tirsl_year
dents.  The problems are:how we achieve
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courses so thal  they do not  cofs is t  ot  a
grarnmal ica l  decath lon wh ch we wi I  re-
peal  n the secofd year  courses ior  the
very m led audiencewhich wir  reachth€
finishing ine. We need ro rcdrce by hall
the basc st ructures ot  the beginning

. colrses and present ihe rest n ihe intetr
mediate levels. Tlre add tiof at Ime that we
wi l  thLs 'gain"  wi t t  be used lo tnsLre thar
srudenls can !se oral/y as we 

 

as in wrii,
Ing lhe mater ia l  taughi .  In  th is  respect ,
orai lests must be given at teast as much
rmportanceas wat ten ones n delermin ing
studenls grades. The review ts to be done
throughout  the f  rs t  two years,  noi  s tmpty
In lne second year .

l f  we make thesechanges in thecurr  c | ] -
lum, we wi l  i ind that  our  in termedia le
sect ionswi l lhave many more studenls be-
cause they wrll have seen in the iirsi year
ihat  they are real ly  tearn ing rhe tanguage
and wi l l  be encouraged lo cont inue rhei r
s tudy of  i l .  We wi l l  i ind that  our  courses
are no ronger designed for readers oi rhe
lore igo language but  atso tor  peopte who
wi l i  wr i le ,  undelstand.  a.d nrost  impor

Page 57 - NEWSLEITEB/I5



S$E TroLEHrs oN tuE FtRsT lto yEARs oF FoRE GN
L,AI.I6I.IAGE @LRSES AT THE COLLEGE LEVEL

Urst-yea! language conls* at rhe colleae 1ae1 tn-
c.lude tn rhelr cErlculu al1 lrrhe ba61c sllucrBre6,r of
the laeEge, rhil1e secotrd-yea! one6 revi€s these 6c!uc-
lules as €11 as expatrd the srldents, voc.bularles ana
often lntrodEe thd io soEe aspecr. ol la.eraEure.
Theie are, of conise, valtatlons 1q teIB of rne nube!
of houls and unlt6 fo. eltuentaly add tnre@dEEe cour-
6es floE college to coUege, buE ln genelal tie a!@e
descltptlon is

Shce tbe l960rs, shen @ny colleges dlo?ped rhe to!-
eien language requirmdr fo! gladuatlod, soEe chan8es
h&e been bade ro atllact students back lnro rhe class-
!ood. ln itlis lespecr the bigges! 3et11n8 potn! ia6 been
lhat 'rsleakinsrt started to !e tncluded ln couse des-
criptlons. The rest of the cuftculu le@lred v1.tul1y
mchanged: eEphasls o! all che tlbaslc structlles'I ln rie
eldenrary courses, and on rewier 1n ihe lntetuedlare

Thele is no doubt that l€aElng to spea& the langlage
i6 a prlrary oblectfte as ta! as 6rudelt3 ale codcemed-
ltost teacherc recogalze th16 ald aglee rtth the students.
The probld is ho, * achieve tb1. e6a1 ad hos lona E1lt
1t tale to achleve. I,te sh6u1d be able c6 nea.ur€ the

ohjecttvely tf posst!1e, but ar lhe very
least by ou! studentsr sarlsfactld r-1r! thet! om ple
Atess. at the mnent se accotrptlsh nettier. Not d1y do
Pe rely ouch too heavlly on Eftca te6ts. but the n'c
be! of srudedts rbo contlrue thel! sludy ;f rhe language
1n the tntehedlate couraes is v€ry sE1I irdee.t l,t|en
coqaled rtth rhe enloll@rt 1n the filst-year coGses.

Pelhapd the lesr ildicatlon rhat ve do noi achlae our
goa.ls 1n ou! eleoentaly coqlses ls d@f,srlared by rhe
contenr of the lntetudlare 1*els. {e!e ,€ ',rale,', ri€
ftrst-year ucerlal, rhus adDrr(ng openly EhaE t! Ehe
el@nrary courses "e could not rech our aoals a rhele-
fole oust g1v€ 1t .oothe! rry rtrb rhe leu dl+ha.ds ,€
iave left. Slnce re do rct radt ro ledo aactly the
cte!1a1 of the pldtoue yea., re add 6@e addltlola1
redlngs 6!ch as @gazlne o! newspa?er artlctes or E6e
sbolt ato!1es. Ilosde!, ld e.€ence, sec6nd-tea! coulses
s lq l y  r epeac  Lhe  r c r k  o t  ( he  f l r s !  y s r ,  hop tng  _
u5u4ry qlthour any ba.ls - thar rhlE ttue 1! dll mrk-

The(e tu cLea!1y too hch @!e!1at to be c@eled tu our
eldentary coulses giv6 the o!*ya. lie Epa{ - helce
th€ necesslty to levlee 1t in tne 6ecoDd y4r. Sorc
co11eee6 have bolghr the@etves s@e estla !1e !y 1F
creahg r}€ !@ber froo the lradttlonal lhr€e houls per
reek to fou! o! evd flee. In addlrlon. thele 1s !e
u€Lallt dE dtra hour spdt t! Ehe leguaee taboralory.
ThlE extra the was supposed ro etve .eachers Lre oppor-
Eulty to lech speallog h .ddltto! !o the orher si.111s.
But evs r'1d lhere change6 @ st|!1 do trot D{sge !o
prodee speatelE oa rhe roretgn laraua8es, aAd a. a .ts
su1t, our llre@dtate secttoE €re e!ir6e.!y sctl, s1rce
lhe @Jor1!y of ou! eleGnrary stladts hawe alv€q up the
stu.ty of the languaAe.

The lnclease 1n lhe ebe! €f classEon adt lab houls
has probably b.ought abour so@ postrjve resulLs, but
crearly @re Eeeds co be done. I b€li.we rhar 1d leach_
lng oc ltrst and second-yea. I$eua8e coulse6 our Euldlng
prlaclple sholtd be: Cd .he scudents use {h.c ae Lech
o!5]le as re11 as 1n Eititrg? we should be aELtnA rhts
questlo! at lne eod of evelt chapid ue c@e!. It rhe

ther soEethtng 1s nor rlaht.
Conslde.iag the stncrure ol lhe f&st aod €ecod_year

courses, I be11we that e @ke roo Eey clat@ about
rh.t ,e can reacn. W€ need ro be reali.tlc 6bour Fhar ,e
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can dellve!. In o!de! to do rhrs, re need Eo cnanse
cur r lcu l@ o f  our  f i ! s ! -yea !  .ou . "u"  s "  t r r " t  r t . y  o -o ,o t
cordlEE of a gra@r1cal decat!.ton,hlch re i:111 ,epeat
tn trr. second-year courseE for lhe very lt!.i!ed audlence
ettch_eifl re&h the etnlEhtng l.!ne. lle need ro leduce
Dy -!9!! tie basrc ot ine besrntrlna courses

redL In Ehe lnremediate levets. Tte
,J.,ft1onal tlle rlrat ee FII1 thus ,,Salnt! 841 be used to
1aLU.e thar-scudelrs en se gg.Lu a3 vell a6 ID Etlhe

raughL.  rn  rh ts  ,e6pecc ,  o ra t  tes rs  dcr  be
81vs 4 least a6 Euh lnporiance as rtr!€n on€s in
deteldning srud€ntEr Crades, The levleu is to be dore
throughout lhe flrst rrc ye.rs, not 6ilpty 1tr the Eecdtl
y€r .

.If e€ Dale rhe6e chdaes tn rhe currtculu, ue ut]t lLnd
Enat our inretuedt.re sectloos lttl h*e @dy @!e sruderls

rearry rearmDA rhe tangraae &d vll be eocoulaeed to
conrinue !he1! srudy of lt. tJe w111 ftnd tbar our coulEes
are Do lonae! de6lgled fo! leadels of rhe folelgn tarausAe
but al6o Ior people uho F t Elte, undelstand, and @.i
rrportantly:!sgE rc.
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