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WLL 410/510 Content-Based Instruction for Language Teachers • Scoring Guide for the Course

Grading: for 510 students - 6 = A+ (filed as A); 5.3 = A; 5 = A-; 4.7 = B+; 4.3 = B; 4 = B-; 3 = C+; 2.2 = C; 410 students receive .3 bonus

Factor “Reading” can be self-scored by student, but could also be scored during short conversation with instructor

Process for joint scoring: student self-scores, using sealed envelope with name on outside; instructor rates before opening envelope; where instructor rating is higher than student’s rating, instructor rating stands; where student rating is higher than instructor rating, the average of the two is used.

In some cases there are obvious equivalents; example from Reading: student reads ¾ of both books.

	
	Global
	Factor 1 Reading in professional literature (10%)
	Factor 2 Class attendance & participation (30%)
	Factor 3 Project 1 (10%)
	Factor 4 Project 2 (20%)
	Factor 5 Project 3 (20%)

	6
	instructor goes to student and begs student to join major project
	2 core books: read one in entirety, several chapters of the other; almost all other sources that were explicitly assigned; projects refer explicitly & richly to readings
	no unexcused absences; frequently takes lead in class discussion; presents own thoughts & materials readily; interacts readily with others’ thoughts & materials;
	see separate scoring guide

	5
	instructor invites student to join major project
	almost 6
	almost 6
	

	4
	instructor includes student in long list of people asked to indicate interest in joining some sort of project
	2 core books: read more than half of chapters of one book, and a few in the other; half of other assigned sources; projects include a few references to readings
	no more than 2 unexcused absences; participates reactively rather than initiating and leading; imbalance between focus on own and on others’ thoughts & materials (avoids one or the other)
	

	3
	NA
	almost 4
	almost 3
	

	2
	NA
	2 core books: a few chapters; other assigned sources: a few; projects do not refer to reading
	impedes rather than promotes discussion, whether by silence or by off-topic talk
	

	1
	NA
	almost 1
	almost 1
	


Some indicators of proficiency in CBI

During and after the course the participant can:

• identify characteristics and components of CBI and evaluate quality in given instances;

• refer to the professional literature, both by relating it to a given topic and when discussing a project;

• create projects for a familiar subject area, at the level of individual lesson, multi-lesson module, and course (ten weeks college or similar K-12)

• find and evaluate authentic cultural and linguistic materials.

In activities beyond the course the participant will be able to:

• get a regional conference presentation accepted;

• compete for a small grant (idea, budget, exposition);

• discuss CBI (advantages and disadvantages) in a job interview;

• consult as a language & CBI expert with a subject-area person, whatever the subject (example: French & history);

• consult with another language expert (in whatever language) who is not trained in CBI.

Even the outstanding participant does NOT YET need to be able to:

• write a publishable article about CBI;

• acquire on own a new subject area for use, without further help, in CBI for languages;

• design an entire (=multi-year/ course) curriculum.

