Reason & Revolution Goal & Objectives

Course goal: to explore and, approaching the level and learning for the purposes of the generally educated person, understand the Western Enlightenment and its immediate successor era, using the terms and concepts “reason” and “revolution” as focus and organizing principle, and relating the Enlightenment, reason and revolution to: 1) our own world; 2) other cultures; 3) the special areas of language and literature

Course objectives:


I.
Acquire general cultural knowledge related to the WE


A.
of the WE itself


B.
of other times or cultures with regard to the WE


1.
own contemporary culture


2.
Middle Eastern and Eastern as viewed by the WE, and as they viewed/ reacted to it


II.
Acquire literary and humanities-area knowledge


III.
Improve communication skills


A.
language skills


1.
L2 (German for German enrollees, French for French enrollees, English for non-native speakers of English


2.
English (Writing across the Curriculum) for both native and non-native speakers of English


B.
media skills (DTP, graphics, presentation software)


C.
pedagogical skills (how to teach language, literature, culture)


IV.
Share knowledge with others / Civic dimensions


A.
K-12/ lower-level undergrad


B.
civic/ international??


V,
General personal advancement


A.
add information to previously unsupported /uninformed /biased opinion (ex.: Jefferson and slavery; religion and science)


B.
better knowledge of the profession of language / literature teaching, of the FL major curriculum, and maybe even vision of own education and career

