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Part 1: Several times in class, and in your reading of Nees's Germany: Unraveling an Enigma, you have encountered the cultural and linguistic differences between typically American and typically German notions of friendship.

a) In English, explain the common notion of friendship and similar relationships, as you might in a note to a friend who is going to be encountering German culture, perhaps on a short business or study trip. Mention the du/Sie distinction, but go beyond that.

b) Google’s automatic translator often produces wildly inaccurate results:

input: “I have a friend in Germany. She is 20 years old.”

output: “Ich habe einen Freund in Deutschland. Sie ist 20 Jahre alt.”

The English word “friend” has at least two very different German equivalents (more if you count gender and plural forms). First, give the two most common equivalents in the usual dictionary form, for both genders, and with the plural for both. Example:

der Amerikaner, die Amerikaner

die Amerikanerin, die Amerikanerinnen

word 1:

word 2:

Now write two sentences in German, one using word 1, the other using word 2, as equivalents of the English sentence, “I have a friend in Germany,” which is troublesomely ambiguous to a German mind. Write your first sentence about a female friend, and your second sentence about a male friend.

sentence 1 (female friend):

sentence 2 (male friend):

Part 2: Several times during the course we described and discussed our personalities, especially with words that are often used in employment application letters or interviews. Below are six terms from some of the real-world German documents we used as sources of vocabulary, like the “Big 5 Persönlichkeitstest”. Choose any THREE of them. For each word, first use it to complete the “Ich bin (nicht)…” sentence. Then write another sentence that further describes your trait as a characteristic of your personality. Then write another sentence or two that illustrates how that trait was evident in some incident EARLIER in your life. The result will be a short paragraph suitable for your personal résumé.
hilfsbereit     ruhig     vielseitig interessiert     erfinderisch     gewissenhaft     tiefsinnig

Word 1:

Ich bin (nicht) ______________________.

(more detail):

(example from past):

Word 2:

Ich bin (nicht) ______________________.

(more detail):

(example from past):

Word 3:

Ich bin (nicht) ______________________.

(more detail):

(example from past):

Part 3: Every week in our course we discussed how some larger factor in life might affect our plans for the future, including our careers. Choose one of the topics below and write a paragraph that discusses why that topic is (or is not) a major factor in your future. Be sure to describe how this factor will affect your life in the future – don’t just tell how (un)important it is to you now.

Geld        Klima       Reisen       Sprachen       Freizeit

Part 4: We have often discussed choices of profession and employment, and have often talked about your skills and areas of knowledge. You have written several pieces about yourself, especially your language proficiency and your personality. There have been weekly reports about “Speakeasy”, GER 320/420’s language student business startup. In the space below, write a paragraph that tells why and how you could be attractive as an employee / partner in SpeakEasy, or your own choice of some other job or professional activity.

Prompts for group discussion:

Kennen Sie Leute, die Grußkarten kaufen? Was sind das für Leute, und was für Karten kaufen sie?

Bitte beschreiben, bewerten, kritisieren Sie diese zwei Grußkarten / andere SE-Produkte – nicht nur wie sie aussehen, sondern auch ob sie sich gut verkaufen würden, ob die Preise zu hoch / niedrig sind.

Wie verbringen Sie Feiertage? Was tun Sie, mit wem, wie, warum?

Wie lernt man am besten eine Fremdsprache?

Sind Amerikaner freundlicher als Deutsche?

Welche Reisen im Ausland haben Sie gemacht oder wollen Sie in der Zukunft machen?

Was mögen Sie, und was mögen Sie nicht, an Ihrem Handy / an Ihrem Internet- u. Kabelfernsehen-Dienst, an der PSU, an Portland?

