
Main Table of Contents Reference Grammar Introduction Structure Cross-References

TOPIC SUMMARY

The numbers below refer to sections within
the topic, not to page numbers

12 Adjective endings after ein: feminine nominative
and accusative

13 Adjective endings after ein: dative

NOUNS
14 Adjective endings after ein: genitive
15 Summary of adjective endings after ein
16 Adjective endings after d-:  nominative and

accusative
1 Function of nouns
2 Noun spelling

17 Adjective endings after d-: genitive and dative3 Gender of nouns
18 welch-, dies-, jed-, solch-4 Guessing noun gender
19 Endings of adjectives in series5 Plurals
20 Adjectival nouns6 Plural formation patterns
21 Adjectival nouns of national identity7 Dictionary symbols
22 Comparison: positive, comparative, superlative8 Gender in the plural
23 Positive forms9 Number and case (see Adjectives §§3-7)
24 Comparative forms10 Possession in nouns: von; the genitive
25 Comparative forms with umlauted stem vowel11 Compound nouns
26 Comparative forms with endings12 Irregular nouns
27 so . . . wie13 Adjectival nouns
28 -er als14 Dative plurals in -n
29 Comparison strategy15 Accusative of definite time
30 Use of adverb + comparative form for greater

precision
16 Infinitives as nouns

PRONOUNS 31 Superlative forms
32 Umlauted and irregular superlatives1 Definition and function of pronouns
33 Definition of adverbs2 Pronouns replace noun phrases
34 Adverb phrases3 Kinds of pronouns
35 Superlative adverbs ending in am -sten4 Demonstrative pronouns
36 Word order of adverbs5 Personal pronouns
37 Combining adverbs for greater precision6 Perspective in personal pronouns
38 noch, nicht mehr, kein- . . . mehr7 Accusative personal pronouns
39 schon, erst, noch nicht, noch kein-8 Dative personal pronouns
40 gern, lieber, am liebsten9 Possessive pronouns
41 hin10 Endings of possessive pronouns
42 her11 du, dich, dir, dein
43 -lang for adverbs of time and distance12 ihr, euch, euer

VERBS
13 Personal pronoun summary
14 Pronouns combined with prepositions; da-

1 Verb stem and ending15 Relative pronouns
2 Tense: past, present, future16 Definite and indefinite pronouns
3 Tense signals17 man
4 Present tense: stem vowel remains18 jemand, niemand
5 Subjects match endings19 nichts, etwas, alles
6 Person and number20 Interrogative pronouns
7 Pronouns and endings21 wem, wen
8 du + -st22 Reflexive pronouns
9 ihr + -t

ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS 10 Present tense + adverb = future tense
11 Present tense + seit1 Adjectives and adverbs defined
12 Stem-changing verbs2 der/die/das as gender markers
13 Stem changes with du3 Subjects; d- in the nominative case
14 The verb sein4 Direct objects; d- in the accusative case
15 du bist, ihr seid5 Indirect objects; d- in the dative case
16 er, sie, es hat6 Possession; d- in the genitive case
17 du hast7 Summary of the definite article
18 möchte as a modal pattern8 Summary of the indefinite article; kein
19 Function of the modal verbs9 ein-, kein- as pronouns
20 Five other modals10 Endings of unpreceded adjectives
21 Word order of modals; sehen, hören, and lassen

as modals
11 Adjective endings after ein: masculine and neuter

nominative and accusative

Reference Grammar Topic Summary

Use the red links at the top of the page to navigate elsewhere in the Wie, bitte?  PDF library.

The category names ("NOUNS," etc.) and the numbered items are linked to the corresponding sections in the main part of the Reference Grammar.



Main Table of Contents Reference Grammar Introduction Structure Cross-References

22 können 79 Passive voice with modals
23 müssen 80 Alternatives to modals
24 sollen 81 Statal (false) passive
25 wollen

PREPOSITIONS26 dürfen
27 wissen 1 Definition
28 du-forms of modals 2 Prepositions and their objects
29 ihr-forms of modals 3 Prepositions used with cases
30 Separable and inseparable prefixes 4 Prepositions used with the dative case
31 Separable prefix verbs 5 aus
32 Inseparable prefix verbs 6 bei
33 Prefixes: stress and meaning 7 mit
34 Verb complements 8 nach
35 Prepositional phrases as verb complements 9 seit
36 gehen + infinitive; stehenbleiben, kennenlernen 10 von
37 Verbs used with the dative case 11 zu
38 Ongoing and habitual action in English and

German
12 Contractions
13 Prepositions used with the accusative case

39 Infinitive phrases 14 bis
40 um . . . zu, ohne . . . zu 15 durch
41 Reflexive constructions 16 für
42 English equivalents of reflexive constructions 17 gegen
43 Reflexive constructions without English

equivalents
18 ohne
19 um

44 Reflexive constructions used with prepositions 20 Prepositions used with either the accusative or
the dative case45 Reflexive constructions used with a dative

pronoun 21 an
46 “Hygiene” reflexives 22 auf
47 Imperative mood 23 hinter
48 Infinitives as imperatives 24 in
49 Sie-imperative 25 neben
50 du-imperative 26 über
51 ihr-imperative 27 unter
52 wir-imperative 28 vor
53 Subjunctive mood 29 zwischen
54 Subjunctive forms 30 The accusative/dative rule and other preposition

groups55 Hypothesizing with the subjunctive
56 Present subjunctive

WORD ORDER57 Result clauses
58 würde as the all-purpose subjunctive 1 The sequential nature of language
59 Past subjunctive; past subjunctive with modals 2 English word order
60 Subjunctive in indirect discourse 3 German word order: verb second
61 Future tense 4 Word order in questions
62 Narrative past tense 5 Intonation and meaning
63 Past tense of sein, haben, wissen, and the modals 6 Word order in sentences with modal verbs
64 Formation of the past tense: regular verbs 7 Coordinating conjunctions
65 Past tense of irregular verbs 8 sondern
66 Past tense of mixed verbs 9 Subordinating conjunctions: wenn
67 English and German verb parallels 10 daß
68 Present perfect tense: the “conversational past” 11 als; the difference between als and wenn
69 Principal parts; formation of the present perfect

tense
12 ob; the difference between ob and wenn
13 Other subordinating conjunctions

70 Present perfect tense of irregular verbs 14 Prepositions and conjunctions that look alike
71 Irregular verbs with sein 15 Interrogatives as subordinating conjunctions
72 Past participles of mixed verbs 16 Subordinate word order in compound tenses
73 Infinitives and principal parts 17 Subordinate clauses in first position
74 Past perfect tense 18 Word order of two nouns
75 Present perfect with modals: double infinitives 19 Word order of noun and pronoun
76 Passive voice 20 Word order of nicht
77 Passive voice formation: present and past tenses
78 Other passive voice tenses

Reference Grammar Topic Summary




