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Background Kolam des gn computei  generated by Daffah Chavey. Tradit  onal design constrLrcled by
Fnlannon Fosel ie Fof more rnlo.rnatron: hf tplwww homsigtnaa.o.g. Photo Be oi t  ColLege/Jef l  Woods.

The Kolam. also known as Rangoli, is a transient art form throughout the Indian
subcontinent. lt dates, perhaps, as far back as 2500 B.C.E. Traditionally, colored
rice flour is used by girls and women to create designs on the floors of prayer
rooms, courtyards and thresholds.A symmetric grid of dots is created and the flouf
is poured, either connecting the dots or woven between the dots, to create various
designs. The designs incorporate ideas that are comparable with those found in
til ings and graph theory,This Kolam is a variation on theAnklets of Krishna design,
The background Kolam is known as theVine cfeeper,
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re Angola and Congo regions of Africa are drawn in the sand while a story is lreing told. The practice
rom stor\r-teller t6 story-teller. A grid of da'ts is used to "weave" the drawing as a single l ine made
rg up the finger from the sand, or redraw;ng any part. This lusona is called tlre "Lioness with two
ng aentral rectangle is the mother l ion {head on the left); the parts above alid below the mother
two cubs (heads on opposite sidesl. The rectangle is of relativeiy prime dimensions, indieatinE a!l
the theorern that those are the rectangles which give single l ine drawings. The addition of squares
n this case 2 x 2 squares, indicates an awareness of the theorem that anv square ean be adeled to a
a along one side and maintain the one-line propeity.
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