German 103 Sp98 & 99 Oral Test #1

Function/Context goal: Check ability to maintain (respond) and initiate (take over) conversation over a range of everyday topics.

Accuracy goal: modal past tense; object pronouns; prepositions (in, zu, nach, mit)

Elicitation techniques:

1) Offer an interesting information that begs for followup from the examinee;

2) Answer questions examinee poses, but only briefly and with clear indication that examinee should continue. Example:

Examiner: Meine Schwester hat am Sonntag Geburtstag.

Examinee: Wie alt ist sie?

Examiner: Sie ist 19. (fishing for “Was schenken Sie ihr?”)

3) Aim to touch on at least 3 distinct topics. Suggestions:

family events; weather; interesting near-future activities; daily routine; choice of schools; friends in classes; family members who are students; ever been to D/A/CH and then “Gibt es so etwas in Amerika?” (perhaps with a prop nearby – postcard of cathedral, museum, streetcar)

4) Sample prompts:

Meine Schwester hat am Sonntag Geburtstag.

Unsere Familie fährt am Wochenende nach Seattle.

Heute ist ein langer Tag (schön/lang/interessant; Woche/Wochenende/Jahr)

Waren sind Sie hier an der Portlander Staatsuniversität? (Was wollten Ihre Eltern?

5) Don’t beat a topic to death if they don’t say much, but don’t leave it until you are sure they can’t. Oregon Common Assessment prescribes 2 prompts; let’s use 3 (in other words, try three times but not more to open conversation about a topic)

6) DON’T USE open-ended “language teacher” prompts like “Können Sie mir Ihre Familie beschreiben?” (especially since multi-sentence describing is an Advanced-level function)

Evaluation Principles & Standards:

Look first at function and text type:

5
maintains fluent speech AND asks questions about every topic

4
has much to say but most of it is in response to what you say

3
the conversation keeps going, though you have to lead a lot

2
struggles but delivers information (no more than one topic is very weak)

1
has only a few things to say about one or two topics

Accuracy (note the S indicating the feature occurs more than once):

5
past modalS; good questionS; obj pronS OK; prepS solid; detailed vocab

4
most of the above

3
attempts most of the above, successfully more often than not

2
attempts most of the above, but accuracy approaches random

1
more than one major feature is essentially absent (no modals, etc.)

German 103 Sp98 & 99 Oral Test #1 • Name

Date


Examiner

Rating (F/C           Acc               )

	Topic 1

Rating (F/C           Acc               )


	Topic 2

Rating (F/C           Acc               )



	Topic 3

Rating (F/C           Acc               )
	Topic 4

Rating (F/C           Acc               )




