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aged 87. “Face of Our Time”

was an international success.

But Sander’s all-encompassing

portraits of German society

did not appeal to the Nazis. The authorities destroyed the book’s printing blocks,
then banned sales of existing copies in 1936.

Despite persecution by the Nazis (his son Erich, a committed Socialist, died in
prison in 1944), Sander travelled little, remaining rooted throughout his career in
Cologne and the nearby countryside of Westerwald, where his family had mined
small iron ore deposits for generations. Born in 1876, he left school at 14 to work
in the mines, but a glimpse at the grey clouds through a visiting landscape
photographer’s viewfinder set the teenager on a different course.

He set up his own studio in Cologne in 1911, building up a lucrative clientele.
Bicycling around with his rucksack stuffed with photographic equipment, Sander
would approach startled strangers if they interested him as suitable “types” for his
pet project. As a critic pointed out in 1959, “There are Sander types, Sander
characters everywhere. Even here.”

“August Sander: Voir, Observer et Penser” is at the Fondation Cartier-Bresson, Paris, from
September 9th to December 20th
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