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Silvio, the actress Not just an American horror
SchooL httings in G€nniny

Germany's strict 8un laws coddnot Prevent anoiher teenage massacE

unDledic lable.  1 | '  shor l (omrnSs are nor
ju l t  a  mat ter  of  socra l  farrne$ Ihev help
exDld in whv iJ l \  d , l 'd ,  r \  Lonpdrarrve 'v  'o  cdl led Mdr:  Pul i t?  rL lean Ha'd\ r  anl i

lu ih roreren I r ' * 'nmr.  Ac.o 'd i re 'o  ,  coruprron d" i te  rhar  \sepr  csd\  nalv '

,oos.ur  v ivbr  rhe wor 'd Ba 

 

on h iea *  o ld Dol ' r rca l  ordFr 1\  ve ' ' \  ago Fcognre\

o l  done bu\ ine*,  hal !  ' jud icrd l  .y ' rPm ' ldr  l ra lar  r tF\ I rga 'o ' \  reso ' r  mrrh Ioo

or ler ,  r r i , * 'or '  le"  pr6te i ' ion han doe leel t  , r  d  laz. lv  ro re l€phone'apping

Mo/ambraue ' i .on, ;cr \  a Ie ro 'F dr f f ,  u l r  andeavesdropping
r o e n f o r c e i n l L a l y ' h a n r n t o l o m o r a  l h € t r l l ' d v ' 2 ' e l e p h o ' e r a ! w o u r d

Ar pel ino Al tano,  r re ju '  r (e n in i \ 'er '  havetobe"r i rorFedbyl r reel ' rog€<:rnFv
,"* iiiir,* -*" tt i":'i"onths on aver wouldn€ed "evident"indications or suilt;
""'" t"frit".** t" ""*timorethan 5m and wilh lhe exception of Mafia oJ terlo

civil and r-m crlminal cases are PendihS- rjsm cases, it could not last more lhan 60

i . . r " " .  " " i ' , " i i t ' .0 ' " l ren r t i "  cou"n ddv ' . rheJud' ia tv ' :e l raesuldro ' \  bodv

de Door lv  f rnarcPd,  "nd lh .  l imr led mon hrscr i r ' . r 'edear lerve ' ( ion 'o l  lhebrra5

eu ivaila"bte is spe"t on too manv small "a serious obstade lo investiSative activi

.l"itr'""*r. rn i'i-inut t.ials, m,ireover. tv": il said il would benelir fraudslen'

troit a"t"nce ana p.osecution are allowed blad'maileis and paedophiles Under

at leasl two apDeals. lressure' th€ government has removed

s^ '*  - i i ' " "  r '  onp ru\ I i r ,dr 'on ror  \oneor lheros conr 'ove^ra l  pro\  n ion ' '

rhenr . ro iopo+dre-o 'm.un,c l  dru l 'pr i  sr r l l  \ome rFmar l inB a 'pe ' ' \  $orrv- - , - . - = ' r ;  
i ,  c t - 8 s ' , € r d p s  h e n j a v -  J o u  n a l , \ ' \ a n d  l a w l e a  ' u ' h ' \ r h e i i r

; ; i ;  i i . , . " l l i .  ih ;  " ' " ; " . " . ,  sho r€o 'h"  penal ' re 'sugs*red 'o rhe Dubl icarro '  o t

ANOTHER ordinary school. Another
fl.teenaser wrrh a dark soul and agun
Anotberharvest of young coipses. This
time ithappenedin Winnenden. a
!rosDerous town of 28,ooo near siutt_
;art.bn March l1lh Tim hetschmer, a
i7 vear-old bov clad in black militarv
ea;b, maJched into rhe Albertvrlle-Real
achule. from which he had sraduated lasi
1ear, and opened frre voth agmmpistol- 

Hek leaninestudents(eishtof $em
female), ihree wornen teachers and oft
person in froni of a psychiatric clinic
;pposite the school, before neeins with a
hostaeelnabjiacked carln a shoo(_out
wiih ;oIce a t; volkswaeen dealeish ip
4ok;(2sni leg away,  he k j l ledtwo more
before apparentlyshootinghirllsell

For some time now Germans couLd
nolonserregardschoolmassacres as a
characteristically American crime. h
20or,17peoplewerekilled ataschool in
Irfur1in eastern GernsvlnFinland
shootins sDrees at two difercnl schools
in 2oo7 ;nii 2oos left 20 people dead,
induding the perpetators

Gerrnany,lhoush, has one of lhe
stnctestsun contrclreFmes in the
world,s;ysRaiDer wendr,head of the
country's?oliceunion.Gun_owners
have to show thalthey can betrusted
witi weapons, demonshatethen need
for them, register them with the poiice
and keep them securely Gun own€rship
is relauvely high, at amund 30 Per rco
DeoDle. but well below the rate in the
ijniied States (se) and Finland (45), ac-
cording to the Gen€va:based SmaI tums
Sune). Despite such restrictions, Mr

ftelschmels Darenis owned an arsenal
of nore than a dozen suns, one of which
he empLoyed jn rhe krUingspree,accord-
ing to Gerrnan press leports. His larher is
a prosperous Dustnessmm.

Children who are prone lo exaeme
violence often hint at it beforeband, bui
if Mr Kretschmer did so no one picked jl

!p. He is described by ofrcials as "com-

pi€teiy inconspicuous" and had €niered
an apprenticeshrp pro$amme, aD attarn
mentr hat eludes many disa-ffected young
nen. Tagedies lil€ the one in winnen-
den can unfortunatelv strike wihout
waming, and perhaps an,'where.

wire laps,  parr  of  a p loposed news c lam!_
down f romarret r  lorndicment  Cunent lv
prosecut ion evrdefce ( , )n be publ ished d!
ioon as t rs handed to the defenc€ lnno
cent thnd parlies can find their most inti
maie thoughts aired in public But given
the sloth lii(e pace of lhe courls,such Brif
ishitvLe reslriciions may mean mal serr
ous ailesations are heard aboui onlv long

As€condbill would overhaulthe woik
ings of  thejudic iary Some st€ps, l ike (urb

rng appeal ! ,wi l lhe lp.  But lhe main retorm
spl in ing thetobs of  prose(uror  and Juqse'
rnav mdk€ iustke fairer but not switter'
One change,  s topprnS the f ind ings o i  on€
i r ia lberneapDLed to dnother  one.  would
s low dow; t roceedings And i twould a lso
shleld Mr Berlusconi alt€r the conviction
last month of his forner lawver. David
Mills,onbriberycbarges. r

and the law

Suspicions suround ltaly's altempt to
reform thejudiciary

HEstorv of silvio Berlusconit lobbving
to secuie tetevislon parts tor glamorous

actresses is one of the more strange and
menorable tales ofihe ltalian prime min_
ist€is colourtul historti In 2oo7 an ltalian
newspaper publishedleakedtranscriPis of
t€lephone calLs between Mr Benuscon',
lhenleadel ofthe opposition. and asenror
execuiive at ltaly's public broadca$er. In
one of th€m Mr l€dusconi, s€€king to up_
set the c€ntre']€ft Sovernments narrow
maiority in the upperhouse, is quoted as
*plaining that "I m trying to 8et the ma_
jorilv in the Senate". One voluptuous ac'rress 

h"s "te"" requeded ftom me by
someone with whom I am negoliatng".

The inevilable suspicion was lhat Mr
Bellusconi was trying to persuade legisLa_
to6to defectbyusinglhe oldestbait inthe
book. on Februaly25lh,however,the case
was dropped. Proseculors said there was
insufiicient evidence of wronsdoing tbr €i
ther Mr Berlusconi or lhe executive to be
tried. on lhe same day, oddly, Mr B€rlus
coni\ teople of lreedon GdL) alllanc€
dropped sone of lhe more draconian mea-
sures in a bill desisned to Limit wir€taps
andreporBoi thei r  contents

TheeDkod€ i l lu5hdtesmany o l  themiv
eivinss lhai suriound MrBerlusconi in his
iatest-eltort to overnaul the legal svstem; is
he really s€€king to enhance llalyt loor
standards ofjustice, or is he llying to plo
tecthisowninterests?

All agree thar the drshng syslem is a
nrghtmare: inkusi !e yel  s low cosr ly  ano After the btoodb.th


