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Immigration is a Elrope-wide concem, n is nor cl€ar, lhough, tharit needs a European solution

Charlemagne I Migration migraine

THEyounrrnan ftom senegat wasone of roughry 20,ooowho
r nav€ arflved so iar rhis vear in sDain\ canrrv hlands, rryinc
lo reach !u rope_ rhe warers around rle Canariej are oecommp a
numan'Gnar disasrer. Thoussrds drownbefore they reach r-he
snnre or the,closest pdt of Europe to wesl Africa, almost l,ooo
mr€s u,6ool.ln, away. BU he yount man was not detered, lfne got rh€ chance, he sajd,he woujd uy aSam tomorow.
i,-Ar 

round trurope immiganrs are, trt€rajly, dying ro ger in.
Many,Europeans sav rhat rmmig|arion is an.,impordnr,, o_r "e(-remery rmporrant uucat. Managmg immigratjon is now,,thegearesrchalenge lacinB aI Eurcpean governmenb,,, according
rojom xeto, Bnlarn-s home secretary, Nicotss Sarkozy, jnreflo;
mmlsrer ancr presjdenrjal cardidare, has taunched a 8et lough
Fillq 9ij iatp'"r'n e szue up rhe agenda in n&r yeairrFnc,n presrdentiat €tedion-_Thrs summerr break-up ot rh€
u.u rch roalttron was tdggered by djsputes over lhe iough policy
or (nermiYllgration mirister, Rita Verdonk.

The causes ofthese woniesrange ftom xenophobia to lerro.
ri!m,and the perceived failure ot muhcuhualism. Bul one is
smprythar p€ople believe immjglaton to be out of conirol. The
LanarFs lookrn more boar peopte in Augusr fian in rhe wholeor zoo5- m May 2oo4. when erghl cenual lurcpean counrries
totneo rne lulopean union.rhe Eriiish governme;t blirhely said
rnar some r'r,ooo workerswould anive each yearfromthi newmemDers.rn tact,25 hmes as manv drd.leavrnS rhe tovernmenrroo(rng Incompdent as.well as cornptacent. Not surplsingty.
peopre Delevenoljust (hat rhe nunber of rmmigranr. is gr;;.
ing expon€nxally bu( th"t govern menls cnnor ltop it.
_-rnere 

ls only,a ceflain amounr thar any reasonlble govern-
menr can do_ Nobody suggests building grea, walk tike ahina,sro xeep lne hordesout. Civilised governments cannor torcrblvq€porrml| t ,ons 0l '  egat entranls ( though I ta lV hasbeen accusea
oJ som-er r mes dorng lhis).Every nch counrry, Amerjca inctuded,
rs unoer the same son of pressure as Europe. lr rs also wonhsressrng rh.at gowrnments shoujd not uy ro stop a,llmmrgra.
:1":.::-:Ll'l!? *tldr...igranic own andrun ihops, seni inresrauran$ and stafi hospitals (many of l}re doctors and nurses
who w-ork rn Britain.s heatrh servrce have rrained abroadr.

re or au tneqe positive argurenrs.the backlash against Iegaland, especialty, ilegat rmmrgradon seems tikety to grow if fie

t ,

subjecl rs ignored. Thar mal.r,t At,hu lnor".*ii"t rt "t gou"*
f iill,ll"ylll.T:l:,-: lle wory i ha( their enorts so iar mayin s€me respecrr have maderhingi worse.

"^"::i"^^::liri:: 1i,*,iar slanrers oi amnesries. rasr year
)pu oecroed.to tet illeSat immigranrs remsin prcvrded lbarwere-workrnt ror at hasr six.months. traty dlso ljler arnnesries,
lrg+ng-$atrhey 

encourare btack marker worten to pay lales.
:l^:1: -:i1" llTe orh€r mllnries have become rousher. rnrrance nor porce ecen y eviLred 5oo people, mortty t;gatirn-
migrants tiom wesl A_ftia, from an ablnd-oned dormnory in aurwersrly nearparis. Th_ere was a emilar rncoherence when rheru expadded to.cenrrat Euope. Briuin, Letand and Sweden
opened up lher labour markels to new workers. The orher rucounrnes 

'm 
posed resrrictions to try lo keep lhem oul,

rn a wofld or separare labour markels and narional borderconrors,_dnenng potjcies,mi8hi jusr reflecr differenr naiional
cnoeq sur Eo ropeans are tiee to rravel, Iive an d work wh ereverrneywant. m natt theEU counkies (rhosein ihe schensen Daseporrree zonertnerearen reven any border conrrots.Tfi;rieir nr
ree mo_vement ol labou is on€ ot rhe pu3 udoubted'suc
ceses. bur r has . downside^: if ltaty (say) grets ilegal immi.
tEnrs-an amn€styr they are ftee ro djsappear over lh; Alps lorEnce.tr bermany-and many do just ihar.
r.irnese 

drcumstanes, inmiBrarion policjes aF nor merely
ar€ contradi(ory. I( makes txle sense, ftom ;ru-ope.:npo$r ot uew, tor France to ger rouBh on illegaj immi-gran6 x iparn s €ranrjng an annesty. This produces confusion

at lhe European.level, malin8 it hsAer ro;arase lerat mipra-uon rano properry maraged legal migranon mav be ft; best;in-gle cure ror tegaImiemtioD).

.- _1'.,^"t"-.",1T,l":"*" +so reads rov,hatrs rnown as.squee?.
'Lc"jl:_!:!99.. 

A rrackdorvn on immigrarion rn oneilace
vuuyproduces a huge bulge somewhere eke. The nood ot im-miFants to rhe Candies rflecls a dghtening ofrhe oorder at Or.marnr. une rearon T5oiooo Poles and other cenrral Europeans
went to Britain,and lret.and afier 2oo4 is rhar rhey were ham-pered trom worktng legauv in other big EU countries.The mo(nkery successor to Bnrrin s Tony Blair, Gordon Bruwo, now savs
ne wanls ro lmjt access to Brnain\ labour mart(e, for peopie
rom rnenexr rwo EU enrrants. Bulgaria and Ronania.

Ajob for Eumpe
Jnrespo_ns€tosuch begg"r-my.n€ighbouraLt ions,rh€,eadersof
lrance, naly"nd spainrhis week proposedto rcrea(ethe turo-
pean unron3 comp€rence in immigration policv. Ihey have agooo case.Ard trke 

'mmiSrdnrs 
rhemselves,rhey de pu\hrn8 ar

anopendoor:unsurpri5in8ly,theluropean Commssion would
grac rously actepr mo re powers over immigration.
. Nooody drsputes thar Eu,opean counfties need befler co or

ornanon. t | ,s nor obviousi  dough, drar rhi j  must nrean passins
aurnorny up ro bru rsets. Imm igrar ion louch€s onrhe moilba\i;
conceprs ornalronhood, such as w}len immigrants may b€come
cnl?ens. c rzenshrp,  t i t (eorhersuch ma ers, is r ighr lya preroea
Irve ol  mem ber counl  r ies.  not the!u

'Ihe ben role for Iheru should be ro hetp governmenrs co-oD-
erare, nor ro usurp natronat powers. And one aim should be iopersuaoe ruropeans thar immr8,ar ion is nor.asl l ley rhink,  dangerousryoutor mntrol  At igningnadonal  pol icresmiBhtprovide
so me .reassu rd nre. A big low abour rhe powen 6f rirussels
wouro onry make mattelsworse, I
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