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TI ' IE WORLD IN N UMBERS

AMuslirnEurope?
In tle rhort term the E(I mu:t astimilate its tmall but re:td'e Muslim
populations-and in the long tertn it may lzarte an hlanic najor;y

f rom the ban on hadscarve n

I Frech schools ro the deb€re dd

Turbsh mernbershiP h the EU' EllD

ped political contDw$ies iDe€"s

ingly rcflect fears ofldal[ Son€

obsefleE bave even sP@ltted that

Eurcpe wilt one day s@D haE a Mus-

lim n4ority-by the end ofthe twenty-

first mtury'at the very lateg" tbe

widely mowned scholdBemad
Lewis, an emeritus Professor ofN@

Easrern studies at PriD@toD, cealy

told a Gerna newspapq Lst JulY.
At frrst blush such afliety s€fns

unn'amted ThN ar€ r5l millbn

Muslirns in the 6fteen cDunFies tbat
joiDed the EU beforc 2CrO+-o4iY
abdt four pecent of the tot lpcPor+

tion there. And that perceDt ge rs
s.lle. still whm the lastsa Eltc

pem ounuies that joined the EU last

y@ are factored in. Evo the additior

ofTUrLey's 68 minioD Mudis would

brinA the total to oDly 15 p€rcs of
EuDpe! ove.rl poPulatioD

But a nuber of fac-tore an or

ndging to swel the Muslib Pll:s.re
in what was once Christidit/s hqn

land- Birth rates have fallen weil below

replacernent levels in a nunbo of

Eurcpen countries, md there i5little

€ipe.tation that this trend will rer€rs€

it!€lt The latest ItN FojectioN s€e

Europ€l ovenn popul.tioD drtPPing

ftomabout 728 mi ion iD2OOO to

rcughly 630 niniotr in 2050.

Th€ coDtinetrt's Muslin PoPl a-

tioa hower, Epressft a stafi qc€F

tion to this tr€nd- Eu.oP€'s MusliE!

ar€ onsideiably youngd ths its mn-

Mrlslic, dd thei. owrall binh rAte

is mughty thEe tind s higf! SDaII

sood€t that hy 20rt wtrcD EuroP€'s

populNrion will heve fauen by rcughly

35 p€rcttrt ftom the PrEsmt ldel the

lfirslim population b erpe€ted to have

doobled-aad that's assuning no sig

nifi@nt in@as€ ir the coN€rsioq rate

on a coDtinenr wherc Cbrbtiadti/s
decline in I€ €nt d€cades hrs left ao

ulPteiented rcligious vacuun
In additioa about 90o,0oo iDmi

gEnts Ech EurcPan sho€3 ech

t@and Murlims flom the Mid-

dle East ud North Afio rake uP

ar it!]rtlgin8 prcponion of tles€

w mivals. So far this in{ur has

beea drim largely bY conditions in

the Mulim n'orld, b'n it is likety to

be mplified by a denmd for inni

grst worken in EuroPem fluos I o

the de@de al'ed. as the sa}1ng oi

Eump€t popul,tion Puts m itrcreas'

iDg straia on its welfde-state economy'

A@iding ro a 2000 UN Prcjectio4
the EU stat€s would need 949P0O
;|'migEnts a y@ to naintain th€ir

1995 populaiioa l;58P"000 a Year to

naintain their 1995 working-age PoP
ulatioa and a stunning 13j80'000
a yelr to naintain the 1995 Ftio of

\sorking-age to Etired residents.
Re$ng too heavily on d€no-

Emphic prcFctions can be 3 fool's

game. o[coureet recallthat the teareo

'poiulation bonb" ofthe 1970s nev€r

detonated- tsut integrating even extsts

ing Muslim ninonties ,tr€ady poses a

serious curtu.al and political cnalknge

fq Europ€d so.i€ry. The reIatively

3DaU si"r of the Islmic PoPulation is

@unterlalatred by its con@tntion
in a f€w n[..tdn f,urcP€{ mtrons-

paltiolady Frc€, CmanY, and

tlrcIff Countd€s {d bYthetd-
ilency ofMutliE inmigEnts to duster

Nund large citi€6 (two 6fths of Brit-

ain'6 M'rsliG lit in grEiter Lndoq

ard a tbird ofFnnc€l Musliros in the

Peris .lg), ofteD in n€igl'borfDods
{d Elt housing Pm.ie.ts that aE cul-

turally od economidly isolated frcn

TIE inhebitatiB ofdle Muslim
ghrtto€ ar€ wlrcr.ble to the wcs that

uually anir @ginarizrd PoPuta-
tiom: high di@ rxes, P@r edu.atioD,
nopant utroployllEt And this, in

turrl, nay Eale them r€dPtive to tle

lure ofrrdical Islao- Orry a smn

ninority ofEurcFaD MusliEs are

h.rrl-cor€ I{rEtuts B tthe Edi-

@l s:in itr wtEt OIivie' R4'',

of $€ Frsrd NatioDal cs-
lir for SciItifrc nrrgltL cdls

"f,uFLirm" i5 Potot €nough
to @te Europ€ both $t id€al

tmining sd stagin€ gtolDd for

terrorin (sire 9/ll Eurcpen author-

itie bare teport€dly arBted rcughly

tsenty tlmes a mdy remr susPeds

as d|e United Sbtes h4) ed a target

of opportunity for {oul+be/ii,rzzbr
(as tu l"sr sprins's Madiid bonbings).

Usurprisingly, the€ hdor5 also t@d

to spur dti-Muslim, antiimsriSmtt

bacHsh<mpliffed by lhe hth vote

total eamed by Jeen-Marie IE Pen's

qua3i-fascist National Fmnt in Fnnce's

most recent presidotial election.

Erperts disa$ee abou! how dif'

ficult it \sill be to integrate the 6row-
ing Muslim population.In 2002. for

instance. Peta Mandaville, the iuthor

of T'fwdtianatMslin Potd6 (20a1),

argued. 'Despfte the Presence of.adi-

wB3rc ttGY colll lloll
IY.d@rdtu notuI&d: o/MsE n
;mn;gmn$ ;n @ios n"roP@

jg ,
, i
U:

:9

6:
t r
r :

=-
93

53 TtsE ATLANTIC MONTHLY



Loa66 -2

tcmlllltalD
oullttoL
lvlony Errcp€n Llrlim.Blt
.iiE 6, *hrd, limfts rtteir p.liljcol
ctrSd nEr EIV is dBnsF
ins Ep'idv l. 20oo, rDr i.st@.
Gdmit esed its notuolierion
rE{oiEE tts. As o BUlt Gslmn
T!116 w on ihpon ft #rlq
\6(e in rlE 2002 el€€tio, h€lping
ltP ilMb€ii ceiterleft celilion
de off o chcllenge f,w th€ orni
i]rnisdjoi Chnnion D€mdot5.
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The ns of lslom k puning Holldndt
LllM sid roldn@ to the resr' lh
N@be' a M@. immigErn @
sindred the t nmotd (and diric of €.licol
Ehm) trd €n Gosh spd*ins o w€
ot videne bt ond asoirsl M!4im imr'F
gEr& Tlnt i*kldn ffi on lhe hEls
.I n€ 20@ @ircrid ot Pim Fstuyfl,
o ffiicl pdfickrn whos€ @mPoign
asotEi A alim imdigroiioHhich n€
opdt sor Fdllyn via€d os € thre.n lo
Duth lib.rolitFmod€ hit populi*, ng|lt-
$n9 LPF pory o mjq electool tore.

VAttED! ||loDalln lt tlt

To €dwe nre influre ot ,!dol
M6lim imoru nq. th€ lr'dddle ;on

ond Norlh ,ti@, Eu'.t 's g@

me6 ond ns hbhi. mrfii6 ha€

ben nry'ngr* nd q.@r s'xtess+
d*lop hdr€qlM dsid E!'tr'€n
g@mnEris @ ft,lljrdy @*kv
emiru ond orts plbrE rotdtd,tt
ond d hwber ol i,m h@ b€en
erp€ll€d in dem y6ld tE drinq
intdtuerdr Eernt Abdelkldg
B@idne, o Ahsirhqn crajc }rD
16 deFd€d trn Etrd for iB<iB

6o he Kdlr lr:l:'s riiei€ait]g.

lruEtDtdli*p ll. lDalL

L* y€or! Fededion otr.d6 o

Spdi$ lEi6 .l€rddEt€d lw a6it

|A!tn mililt rtt @ 
'ft 

dd dnte in

EuoF. l,lde 
'@nt 

onhdti5 t@

s€d o ttn to kru'.$ o etirle htk
bomb ospid 59{in's tldiml Cdd
d_dEd ot Llli.g idg6 amcrsaiiis
lslom'c rm MunomtEd Ar,6l, the

othged n6temind, k on AlFion bdn
in the Unit n A.h EdiKrt6; h€ Pk rdl

t€ aito.k ghile tt sp.ia dd w6 knd

optE sied in SriEerlGdtz
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cal tendencies in Europ€an Islm .

the najority ofMDslirn youth und*

stand thenseh$ to b€ staleholdet! in

Eumpean society.- But ltst year Tino-

tby Savage, the ehiefofthe U.S. Srate

Departnertt Northem trumpe sd

Regional Analysk Division, insisted

that 'younger Muslins arc resistrng
assimilation into sola.EumPeo
societies even more steadfstly tha

the oldo generation did." Nevenheles,

the orr,rall challenge is cl* Eue

ped societie, never lno$m for &en

nelting-pot ethot mDst 6nd a way to

rssinilaie m ever larger Muslin popu-

lation over the next half century And

the United St.te6 must PmsecuG e

conllict with radical ldan while nan-

aging a et of skeptical allje, whose

Muslin populations are restive" grow

ing; ard sus@ptible to radicalism
_Tte most imponant battle in the

war for Muslin rainds during tbe nst

decade wi[ be foughr Dot i' Palestine

or Inq," CiI€s KePeL a Frdc}r scholar

ofradical lsla4 recenily obsened, but

'oD the outskirts of London. Paris, and

other nDropean cities, where Islan is

alEAdy a grc ing Part of lhe West."
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