Participant Survey: What do we know about GRAMMAR, what do we think about GRAMMAR, and what do we think we know about GRAMMAR?


Directions:

• The survey is anonymous, but you will get it back so it can go in your teacher portfolio.

• When you see alternatives to check / circle, etc., do the obvious (example: [very / some / none])

• When you see “…” or a blank space, feel free to add words or your own

• When a question is about feelings, memories, impressions, and such, answer with your quickest,  “gut” response. You may skip items and then return to them later, but then still aim for the “gut” response.
Part 1: About myself, grammar, and my language learning

I began to learn the grammar of my native language when I was ____ (age), and I remember that moment or event or stage [not at all / a little / some / well / very well]. If well remembered: I learned that grammar by:

I acquired (or will have acquired) an essentially full command of the grammar of my native language when I was (am) _______________ (indicate age or describe stage in life).

When I learned my best non-native language, explicit grammar instruction played a



small / medium / large / very large role in the classroom 



small / medium / large / very large role in the textbook



small / medium / large / very large role in the homework



small / medium / large / very large role in the in my positive feelings at learning the language



small / medium / large / very large role in the in my negative feelings about learning the language



small / medium / large / very large role in the in the positive feelings of most other students at learning the language



small / medium / large / very large role in the in the negative feelings of most other students at learning the language.

The teacher in that experience corrected our grammar mistakes… always / often / sometimes / seldom / never

I am absolutely certain / fairly sure / not at all sure about this, because…

Part 2: Our general notion of grammar and the degree of group consensus


My one-sentence definition of grammar is:

I think [all / most / many / some / few] students in this class essentially agree with that definition.

I think that the course instructors essentially [do / do not] agree with that definition.

The purpose(s) of grammar in one’s native language is (are)…

The purpose(s) of grammar in the language one is learning is (are)…

Grammar in foreign/second language instruction is [absolutely essential / important / of some value / of little value]



because:

Really good grammar is something that [no / few / some / many / most / all] “ordinary” people acquire in their native language.



because:

When I hear the word “grammar,” this is what I think / feel…

What I like most about grammar is…

What I like least about grammar is…

Some adjectives that describe my feeling about grammar are:

(suggestions: mysterious fascinating complicated boring frustrating0

People have a good command of grammar in their native language when they can…

People have a good command of grammar in a second language when they can…

Part 3: Comparisons among languages & variants and over time, space and societies

The grammar of some languages, such as _______,

is more complicated than that of other languages, such as ________.

The grammar of some languages, such as _______,

is more logical than that of other languages, such as _______.

Over time, the grammar of a language gets: [complex / simpler and more elegant / degenerate]

Does grammar deteriorate the further the language moves from its geographical roots? [Y / N]

Some members of society, such as ___________________,

have better grammar than others, such as ________________.

The “standard” form of a language has  [better / more / worse / less] grammar  than the dialects of that language.

People have a good command of grammar in a second language when they can…

In the native language, the mind makes decisions about grammar as quickly as ____ and as slowly as ________. (try to estimate time units)

In a non-native language, the mind makes decisions about grammar as quickly as ____ and as slowly as ________. (try to estimate time units)

We see grammar operating most richly and intensely at the following level of text type:



individual sounds / letters
syllables
words

short groups of words




sentences
between/among several sentences

in units as large as paragraphs

Grammar is most important in speaking / listening / reading / writing and least important in speaking / listening / reading / writing.

A language and its grammar originate…



with grammar preceding the emergence of the language itself



with grammar and the language itself emerging simultaneously



with grammar following the emergence of the language and serving to describe or “systematize” the language as it really is at the time



with grammar following the emergence of the language and serving to help correct the mistakes that also emerge with the language

Part 4: Our clients and what they and we know about languages, including English.

Some adjectives that describe our students’ feelings about grammar are…

mysterious / fascinating / complicated / top-priority

picky / boring / unimportant / confusing

Generally, Americans have a poorer / better knowledge of English grammar than in previous generations.

Generally, our students have a poorer / better knowledge of English grammar than, say, 20 years ago.

If I could tell American students one thing about learning grammar, it is that…

Americans would have better grammar in their own language if they would…

and not…

Americans would have better grammar in the language they are learning (from me) if they would…

and not…

Part 5: Our teaching

How important is grammar compared to vocabulary, accent, intonation, fluency?

The purpose(s) of grammar in foreign/second language programs is (are)…

I [know / do not know] of textbooks or courses or teachers that do not do a good job of teaching grammar, and (if so) they do that poorly because…

As a non-native speaker of _______ I actually know more about its grammar than do a few / some / many / most / all native speakers of that language, because:

Grammar can be learned very well / sufficiently / only poorly just by being explained directly, clearly and systematically.

Grammar can be learned very well / sufficiently / only poorly just by teacher modeling.

You can learn grammar from…

a grammar book; explanations from skilled / native speakers and practice with real speakers; computer exercises; watching popular TV shows; listening to children whoa re native speakers; ALM practice; just conversing with live speakers; language recordings

Grammar can be learned very well / sufficiently / only poorly just by having the student read about it in a book or on a computer screen.

Grammar can be learned very well / sufficiently / only poorly just by doing interactive computer-based drills with feedback comments.

Adult students in college language courses should ENCOUNTER the complete grammar of my specialty language by the end of the first / second / third / fourth –year course, or else by this time:

Adult students in college language courses should LEARN the complete grammar of my specialty language by the end of the first / second / third / fourth –year course, or else by this time:

It helps to memorize grammar rules, such as “In a declarative sentence, the conjugated form of the verb can occur in the following positions…”

It helps to learn mnemonic grammar devices, such as “aus außer bei mit von nach zu” in German, or the “shoe verb” pattern for Spanish.

Native speakers of languages other than English: please give some examples of bad grammar that you encounter in learners of your native language:

Native speakers of English who know French, German or Spanish: please give some examples of grammar errors that native speakers of those languages make in THEIR OWN NATIVE language.

“I don’t have no money”…

1) is not bad grammar. 2) is bad grammar because two negatives make a positive, so the person is really saying “I have money.” 3) is bad grammar because it is substandard English. 4) is bad grammar because it is non-standard English.

A good way to teach grammar in the classroom is to…

A kind of writing activity that helps students learn grammar is…

Students would learn grammar if only they would…

Language teachers should correct grammar mistakes… always / often / sometimes / seldom / never

I am absolutely certain / fairly sure / not at all sure about this, because…

Generally, native-speaker teachers of a language are stricter / as strict / somewhat more casual / much more casual about students error than are non-native teachers.

If we don’t clearly correct grammar errors, the learner’s grammar will…

get worse / stay the same / get better

The best error correction technique is…

Evaluate the following as sources of learning grammar:

teacher-created written examples

teacher-modeled speech

authentic written examples, but not from literature

authentic examples from literature

audio(video) illustrations

(Optional for non-native speakers of English) Circle any of the following which you feel are grammar errors in English:

Native speakers of French, German, Spanish: Please give some examples of bad grammar produced by native speakers of your language.

Grammar is most important in speaking / listening / reading / writing and least important in speaking / listening / reading / writing.

Optional for non-native speakers: Native speakers of English who say “ain’t” have bad grammar / do not have bad grammar, because…

Optional for non-native speakers: Native speakers of English who say “I don’t got no time” have bad grammar / do not have bad grammar, because…

Native speakers of languages other than English: please give some examples of bad grammar that you encounter in native speakers of your native language.
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