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Language Learning Preferences - 6 October 2010
& Preconceptions Survey
If you have NOT had a language class before (anywhere, any time), skip to Item 1 below.

If you have had a language class before, wherever and whenever it was, please describe it briefly
here:
(example: three years of French in high school — great teacher, OK book, I learned a lot)

A couple years of Japanese at PSU — very strange book, but the teachers were nice
enough. Not sure how | feel about it. (k_’“]: L;]m)m e bk 2l M

(If you have had more than one language-class experience, for example French in high school
and Spanish in the Peace Corps, choose one or the other of those experiences and use it for
comparison throughout this survey. You’re welcome to add comments about your other
experiences, though.)

If that class included significant use of computers and the internet. please describe the resources
and activities you did with them here. (Word-processing alone does not count as significant.)

Now for your responses to your tour of our course materials:

1. The chief linguistic goal of our course is “proficiency.” What does that mean?

It refers to the ability to use the language in real-world situations. The point stressed is /
ability to communicate rather than meta-linguistic knowledge of the language. ﬁz&wf&\

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more very
similarity ~ differentthan  opinion about this similar similar
at all not feature than not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more very
similarity ~ different than  opinion about this similar similar ;
atall not feature than not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.
very somewhat [t doesn't matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature

Outside of Latin, | think most language classes operate on something at least similar to %
this idea. Still, | can’t help but feel that knowledge about the language is a contributing
part of knowledge of the language.




O Z2Sc-

Comments and questions about this feature

| can understand the rationale behind this, but | feel that there are times where having
such a resource could be important. Dk d‘axﬂ prent-call .

4. In our course, spoken German is often taught with model dialogs: The Wie, bitte?
dialogs are accompanied by dialog glossaries and dialog summaries. Are there also

7}:}:!91‘3 English translations of the dialogs?
No.

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more very
similarity different opinion about this  similar than  similar
atall than not feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
~ experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

- no more | had no prior more very
similarity different opinion about this  similar than  similar
atall than not - feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat Itdoesn't matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature

This seems to be potentially confusing, but as all the meanings are given elsewhere in
such a way as to make it relatively transparent, | think it addresses that concern
adequately.

5. Are there explanations of German grammar in our course materials?

' Yes, although they are not a prominent feature. I/

- How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no ' more | had no prior more very
similarity  differentthan  opinion about this similar similar
‘atall not feature than not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior ~~  more very
- similarity  differentthan  opinion about this  similar than  similar
at all not feature not
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What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat Itdoesn'tmatter somewhat very }(/&/
negative negative to me. positive positive Vnoft 157 - F

Comments and questions about this feature

| definitely appreciate this being here, although the reference grammar PDFs are a little
bit finicky when you try to use them. They're useable though, so that's fine.

6. List the 3 major factors or areas of coursework that count in grading in our course.

The course is scored based on tests, projects, and short assignments such as this one.

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more very
similarity ~ different than- opinion about this  similar than  similar
atall not feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more very
similarity ~ differentthan  opinion about this ~ similar than  similar
at all not feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.
very somewhat Itdoesn’'t matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature

| don’t think I've ever encountered a course that wasn't graded pretty. much like this, so |
hardly feel like it's groundbreaking or anything. There’s net much point in trying to
convince me to be more than “somewhat positive” about homework and so on, so really
that's why I've marked it that way.

Y prite homesf W?%S’&c/‘%&q
Kéoﬁaf/ﬁ,( Leck p-scoreny gc’a@@g r

Other comments and questions

The feeling | get from the materials strikes me as maybe overreacting against the over-
teaching of grammar, but aside from the concern that it will be neglected more than |
care for, | find the materials quite satisfactory.

Return this form to any first-year German instructor.
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What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat Itdoesn't matter somewhat very Com W }”& A
negative negative to me. positive positive e (v F

Comments and questions about this feature

| definitely appreciate this being here, although the reference grammar PDFs are a Iittl-%
bit finicky when you try to use them. They're useable though, so that’s fine.

6. List the 3 major factors or areas of coursework that count in grading in our course.

The course is scored based on tests, projects, and short assignments such as this one.

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more very
similarity ~ different than- opinion about this ~ similar than  similar
at all not feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more very
similarity ~ different than  opinion about this  similar than  similar
at all not feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat Itdoesn't matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature

| don'’t think I've ever encountered a course that wasn't graded pretty. much like this, so |
hardly feel like it's groundbreaking or anything. There’s nef much point in trying to
convince me to be more than “somewhat positive” about homework and so on, so really

that's why I've marked it that way. ,
\(JM'{SCWf‘ fJ ?yé,é/(? ges ’é‘k/'v%/@&cf
et ccf fe feck —sceresy 8’6%5 o

Other comments and questions

The feeling | get from the materials strikes me as maybe overreacting against the over-
teaching of grammar, but aside from the concern that it will be neglected more than |
care for, | find the materials quite satisfactory.

Return this form to any first-year German instructor.



