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Language Learning Preferences 6 October 2010
& Preconceptions Survey
If you have NOT had a language class before (anlvhere, any time), skip to Item 1 below.
If you have had a language class before, wherever and wheleyer it was, please describe it briefly
here:
(example: thrce years of French in high school * great teacher, OK book, I learned a lot)

A couple years of Japanese
enough. Not sure how lfeel

at PSU - ve qlrange book, but the teachers were

I had no prior more

about it.
1ai,< n"f a,!o* h,","-

(Ifyou have had more than one language class experience, for example French ia high school
and Spanish in the Peace Corps, choose one or the other of those experiences and use it for
comparison throughout this survey. You're welcome to add comments about yout other
expedences, though.)

If that class included significant use of computers and the intemet. please desc be tne resources
and activities you did with them here. (Word-processing alone doe;not count as significanr.)

Now for your responses to your tour of our course materials:

l. The chief linguistic goal of our course is .tproffciency.,' What does that mean?

It.refers to the abilityto usethe language in real-worrd situations. The point stressed is r .,/aollry to communtcate rather than metalinguistic knowledge of the language. lX/r/,y1u
How closely does this featue of our course fit your pdor cotrcept or,.image,, of language

study? Circle ONE response.

no more
similarity ditferent than opinion about this slmilar

at all not feature than not

I had no prior

very
similar

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our couse resemble your earliel
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE respome.
no more

similarity ditferent than opinion about this
more very

slmilar similar
than notat all not

Outside of Latin, I think most language
this idea. Still, I can't help but feetthat
part of knowledge of ihe language.

fealure
Wlat is your iDitial response to this feature of OIIR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat lt doesn't matter somewhat very
negative negatjve 10 me.

Comments and questions about this feature

positive positive

dasses operate on something at least similar to
knowledge about the language is a contributing'

lu"cku ,
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Comments anil questions about this feature

I can understand ihe rationale behind this, but I feel that there are times where havino
such a resource coJld be important. y,4 a juz\,*l cJ(. -

4. In our course, spoken German is often taught with model dialogsi The Wie, bitte?
dialogs are accompanied by ilialog glossaries and .lialog suhmaries, Are there also
com/plete E\glish lrunsla,iozs of the dialogs?

No. 
tv

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or,,image,' of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more I had no prior more very
similarity difterent opinion about this similar than similar

at all than not feature not
If you have had alanguage class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier

expedence with regard to this featule? Circle ONE response.
no more I had no prior more very

similarity ditferent opinion about this similar than similar
at all than not feature not

What is your iaitial response to this feature of OllR course? Circle ONE response.
very somewhat lt doesn't mafter somewhat very

negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and queslions about this f€ature

This seems 10 be potentially confusing, but as a,l the meanings are given elsewhere in
such a way as to make it relatively transparent, lthink it addresses thal @ncern
adequately.

.. 5. Are there explanations of German gramrnar in our course materials?

. ' ' .
Yes, although they are not a prominent feature. V

How closely does this featue of our cowse fit your pdor concept or ,,image,, of language
study? Circle O_NE response.

no more I had no prior more very
similarity different than opinion about this sim ar similar

at all not feature than not
If you have had alatrguage class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier

experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.
no more I had nO prior more very

. similarity ditferent than opinion about this similar than simllar
, at all not feature not
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6. List the 3 major factors or areas of coursework that count in grading in our course.

The course is scored based on tests, projects, and short assignments such as this one

How closely does this feature of our cou$e fit your pdor concept or "irnage" of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more I had no Prior more
similarity different than' opinion about this similar than

at all not {eature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our couse resemble yout ear)ier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more I had no prior more very
similarity ditferent than opinion about this similar than similar

at all not feature not

What is your initial response to this featue of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat lt doesn't matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this featule

very
slmllar

I don't think l've ever encountered a course that wasn'lgEded+rct$( much like this' so I
in trying to
so on, so really

hardly feel like it's groundbreaking or anything. There's ryot much point
convince me to be more than "somewhat positjve" abgu{homework and
that's why l've marked it,that way.

Y n'tk-'"'*-{-t '
/?r"44,,t2''Ll- Wq
L&. *l il- l<<l< te c'o-"'1 ff'"'6t '

Otler comments and questions

The feeling I get from the materials strikes me as maybe overreactlng against the over-
teaching of grammar, but aside from the concern that it will be neglected more than I
care for, Ifind the materials quite satisfactory.

Retum this lom to any first-year German instructor.
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What is your initial response to this feature of OtlR course? Circle ONE response,

very somewhat lt doesn't matter somewhat very a^
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this featurc

t definitely appreciate this being here, although the reference grammar PDFs are a titttl
bit finickfwhdn you try to use them. They're useabte though, so that's fine

6. Lisf tl|e 3 major factors or areas of coursework that count in grading in our cource'

The course is scored based on tests, projects, and short assignments such as this one

How closely does this feature of out course fit your pdor concept or "image" of language
study? Circle ONE respoNe.

no more I had no Prior more very
similarity ditferent than' opinion about this simllar than slmllar

at all not {eature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more I had no Prior more very
similarity ditferent than opinion about this similar than similar

at all not feature not

What is your initial respome to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat lt doesn't matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and que$tions about this feature

I don't think l've ever encountered a course that wasn't ora'led nrattsmuch like this' so I

*w*. ( l
^ 

r1n
t b/tt-

,A '1

hardly feel like it's groundbreaking or anything. There's r1a{ much pointin trying to
convince me to bo more than'somewhat positive' ab-o!(homework and so on, so really
that's why l've marked it.that way.

I pak-1"0,.-.f ,, ,/py..4y' 1 a'' h-t J'rt" "
tk^t  n ieck re"a-1na'61

Other conments and questions

The feeling I get from the materials strikes me as maybe oveneacting against the over-
teaching of grammar, but aside from the concern that it will be neglected more than I
care for. lfind the materials quite satisfactory.

Return this form to any first-year German instuctor.


