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3 October 2010

to Item 1 below.

please describe it briefly

/," ryhrb",{ \ , nf u4d.^ W;ffitlh^o
Utaof/" language [in everyday situation$, primarily for speaking. l1a.!.2t" ,"'

Language Learning Preferences
& Preconceptions Survey
If you have NOT had a language class before (arywhere, any time), skip

If you have had alanguage class before, wherever and whelever it was,

no more I had no prior

here:
(exampler three yearc of French in high school - great teacher, OK book, I learned a lot)

Three years of high school Spanish, excellent teacher, matedals weil used

(If you have had more than one language-class experience, for example French in high school
and Spanish in the Peace Corps, choose one or the other of those experiences and use it for
compadson thaoughout this survey. You're welcome to add comments about your other
experiences, though,)

If that class included significaat use of computers and the intemet. please descdbe the resources
and activities you did with them here. (Word-processing alone does not coutrt as significant.)

Now for your responses to your tour of oul cource materials:

re chieflinguistic goal ofour course is "proficiency." What does that mean?

6w closely does this feature of our course fit your pdor concept or "image"of language
studyl Circle ONE response,

similaritv different than oDinion about this
at all not feature

no more

more very
similar than similar

not

very
similar

cl,t', e'

similaritv dlfferent than oDinion about this similar
at all not feature than not

What is your initial response to this featue of OUR course? Circle ONEresponse.

very somewhat lt doesn't matter somewhat
negative negative to me. positive

very
posltive

bu'

lf you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

I had no prior more

Comments antl questions about this feature

Makes sense to have it there, sometimes it helps to know why you are
learning what you are so you have potential comparative analysis for the
end of the course.

"r'
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2.What . from what you can tell by looking at th€ course materials . is inteniled to be the

chief activity during classroom time in our course?

Partner and small-group practice of face-to-face coommun icanon t-/
How closely does tlis feature of our course fit your prior concept or "image', of language

shrdy? Circle ONE response.

no more I had no prior more very
similarity different than opinion about this similar similar

at all not feature than nol

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
expedence with regard to this featurc? Circle ONE respoDse.

no more lhad no prior more very
similarity different than opinion about this similar than simitar

at all not feature not
What is youl initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat lt doesn't matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature

Learning a language requires use of the language and I have found that I
personally work better in a partner type situation because there is less
pressure if it were a teacher-student practice session and I am challenged
mole than if I were to do it on my own.

3.Many beginning language learuers want ..wortl,for-word,' resourcer. Your materialg
includ€ German-to"English vocabulary lists (..glossaries'). Are tlnerc also Efi.glislt-to-
German voeabulart lists in our course materials?

No, which I have varying opinions about,.,.
How closely does this feature of our cowse fit your p or concept or "image" of language

sludy? Circle ONE response.

no more I had no prior more very
similarity dlfferent opinion about this similar than similar

at all than not feature not

Ifyou have had a la[guage class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more lhad no prior more very
similarity ditterent opinion about this similar than similar

at all than not leature not
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What is your initial response to this feature of OllR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat lt doesn't matter somewhat very
negative negatlve to me. positive positive

Comments anal questions about this feature

I can understand the reasoning for this because the class is based off of
pfactical application and not memodzation. However, I like to hat
I am expected to know.and specifics of those expectations. Also
to make a good reference point if someone is not as quick to ca
general memorization, I would recommend possibly, some type of
worksheets where people can see their progress on paper which gives
them a marker of improvement rather than an aimless wandering ln the
classroom.

4.In our course, spoken German is often taught with model dialogs. The Wie, bitte?
dialogs are accompanied by dialog glossaries and dialog s"mmaries, Are there also
complete E,nglisll ttunslafozs of the dialogs?

No there are not English ffanslations.
How closely does this feature of our course flt your prior concept or "image" oflanguage

study? Circle ONE respoNe,
.no more I had no prior more very

similarity dlfterent opinion about this similar than similar
at all than not feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.
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At"h

no
similarity

at all

more lhad no prior more very
difterent opin'on about this similar than similar
lhan not feature not

I ltke the fact that there is not a direct English translation 6uor" it ,"$
hits home that English/German is not a direct word for word type )

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat It doesn't matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positive positive

CommeDts and questions about this feature

decoding. On the other hand, sometimes it would be nice to know what I
am saying or at least talking about. For example, Dialog 4 in Kontext 1, I
get the general gist of what we are asking because it is simple and at a
beginning point. Ok, we are asking what the 'family name' is. Maybe give
me a little back story about how German culture works, I got a partial

uk- lk d-\ **'.-}z rtn/rola-us
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explanation in class but give me a bit more and maybe a heading
easier to remember what the dialog is about.

s.Are there explanations of G€rman grammar in

Negative

How closely does this feature of our course fit youl prior concept or "imagd' of language
study? Circle ONE.response,

more I had no prior more very
diflerent opinion about this similar than similar
than not feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
expedence with regard to this feature? Circle ONEresponse.

more I had no prior more very
dilterent opinion about this similar than similar
than not feature not

What is your initial response to this featurc of OtlR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat lt doesn't matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. jo,T,u-g l' , , -y:sinvth"*, 

L!z- (,/,^

comments and quesrions about thir reatru . / IWrt\ ffT"ff;*O ,ne.n1'''t- o' ' " : 
*" 

^ \t C,,r.r\ 1,21/^ I

rt*l ?.6::Y:t":f ifli irr"-;+ ua
r h i s i s a pe rso nal prefe re n ce'. urn ", )*(n ̂ " KJg'''fre.^tr#ff Ai,W; t
l=:"-g1*f j9 5"1, {1.1$j;rd{;-;:;?'{F;-".;" iii"' '.""' 

',1,ftf,t"
ry. y:he\!91 trlm uels, thF+,aon'ecyy gI +9!_J!may.seem a minor . r .Laitfi t

d-etait ror tne n@l shoutd be explained "'n-i'iiii
11.:j:!:,_,h::'.cry1,-lh?:9yI': Tq tli i"':Jltion to the topics we are lao"J ^th"rcurrently on. i prefer structure and regimented learning I suppose. ,f rk|lo

6.List the 3 major factors or ar€as of coursework that count in grailing in our

Major tests, personal interest projects, and weekly assignments.
How closely does this feature of our course fit yow prior concept or "image" oflalguage

studv? Circle ONE resDonse.

,.nr"ffi
terials?

no
similarity

at all

no
similarity

at all

cour6e.

i , /

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this featule? Circle ONE response.

no more I had no prior more very
similarity different than opinion about this similar similar

at all not feature than not

no more I had no prior more
similarity diiferent than opinion about this similar

at all not feature than not

very
similar
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Wlat is your initial respoose to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat lt doesn't matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positlve positive

Cohhents rnal questions about this f€ature

LOL, who likes betng graded? $/hat I do like is thqA!4n4arqized grading
providing professors do not see it as a cause to make the-class eltTEm-ely
hard that only certain people have the ability to be ssful in the class.

Otler coome s and questions

lw l""t'tr

Return this form to any first-year German instructor.


