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FIRST YEAR GERMAN

"UNSERE MUSIK - OUR MUSIC"

JOHN GAVIN
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URL Cescription
trwwjazzecho.de nformation on jazz & online store
,t/ww jazzthing.de Vlagazine about jazz
n/ww.triole.de tlusic instrument rental
Mwwjazz-club.de azz club in Hanover

M usic 50urce
E.S.T - 'Tuesdav Wonderland" lttp://www.spiegel.de/kultur/musik/

l, 1s 18,500783,00.htm1
/Vorks of Dieter llg (video piece on
rxcellent Cerman iazz bassist)

'rttp://www.welt.de/videos/kultur/article6841656/
)ieter-l lq-v9m-Jazz-Koeniq-zum-Opernstar. html

rnglish equivalent turrounding
anquaqe

iource

to enjoy, find
nteresting

:inde interessant

o{r}"furu'
fen europaischen

^/eg 
finde ich

lrunds:itzlich sehr
nteressant

ru,rr'w jazzd imensions.de /
nterviews/szene_berlin/
I_kohlman.html

:o request
;omething politely

Kann ich das bitte?

6- miici,9
Kdnnt ihr mir mal
bitte zuhdren?

' rtto:/ /www.magistrix.de /
vr ics /  Eminem /Real-Sl im*
;hadv-
Jebersetzuno- 10008.htm1

:o provide an
rxamDle

Zum Beispiel, / Zum Beispiel die
:ranks

l t to:/ /www.zeit.de /
? 010 /  13 /L-P-Pressler

to state a similarity ist sehr ahnlichVieles ist ahnlich.
fennis ist sicherlich
kdrperlicher, aber
r'on der Einstellung
her, von der Psyche
r'on der Disziplin
Jno vom
;pielverhalten kann
Tan Poker und
fennis durchaus
/erqleichen,"

http: / /www.suedku.jer.de/
news /dossiers /ooker/
rr t2 3 2 3 59.4191854
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Ap^ t0
,eneral musical terms uicy destriptive terms
:empo - Geschwindigkeit ;piritual - geistig
lrums - schlagzeug oud - laut

,roove - Rille nspiring - inspirierend
rotes - Noten nasterful  -  meisterhaft  , , / {  '
'hythmic - Rhythmus :nlightening -erleuchtenden \/ L

fechnique - Technik ;oothing - beruhigend
louble bass - Kontrabass :nergising - energetisierung

u"h
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Dear

I hope this letter ffnd"you well, little brother. I have been going about putting together
the details for our stay in 6ermany. I thought lwould drop you a line as to fill you in on what I
have been looking at and planning for us. I hope you are as excited as I aft to not only see a
great foreign country but to perform in front of them as well, It is poasible that despite our
relativelyyoung improvisational skills and our lack of experience playing livejazz that these
Cerman audiences may take our performances as authentic based on our American heritage
alone! Two white guys born after 1975 being seen a5 legitimate jazz cats? lmagine thati

I am well aware that you speak no Cerman but I will be able to get through most of our
encounters while in Cermany with what I have learned in school, I think for som€ of the more
important facets of our trip you may want to investigat€ a bit ahead of time and that is why I
write you presently. Hopefully I can guide you through some of the resources I have found and
you will be able to utilize them a little to make our trip and our work on the trip stress-free. For
starters, since I know you have no concept of Cerman besides "Achtung!" I would start by
entering whatever you are looking for into an on-line translator. The translators are generally
pretty useless since, like English, a lot ofwords in Cerman have several different meanings and
you won't know if you're using them right. Howeve., for what you are using it for it will make a
great place to start. Once you have what you think is the German word for what you are looking
for enter it into the search field at www.google.de. The '.de" signifies that this is the German
Google and so it  wil l  bring you rcsults pertaining to Germany. I use google.de al l  the t ime in my
cerman class and it has cenainlv been a lifesaver.

To save you some time lwill let you know that a good refercnce point to staat with is
wwwjazzecho.de. lt is basically a full serving ofwhat is going on conce.ning jazz in Cerinany. lt
is, of course, in Cerman but it has an online radio station attached and, as you know, you don't
need to know any larguage to undeBtand music. Music is a langlage of its own. I would also
like you to check out www.iazz-club.de. It ls ajazz club (obviously) in Hanover where we will be
staying and I am hoping to get a hold of a pianist or horn player to accompany us tojam there.
In fact, I have written a fantastic German double-bassist Dieter llg to ask if he could tutor me a
bit on the ffner points of the upright style and maybe he will be able to get our foot in the door
somewhere. I'm sure we will get on stage at some point,

On the bright side, we won't have to check your drums on the plane or have them
shipped separately as that can get very expensive. Instead, I have found a great place at
u0I d&j.alcdq that rents all sorts of instruments and ev€n if they don't have drums I'm sure
they can point us to somewhere that does. I am going to check my bass and pray I can get my
hands on a double-bass once we are over there, I can't wait to travel and playwith you,
brother. I miss you deeply. Maybe one day !ve'll be remembered as the greatest Americanjazz
musicians to visit the German speaking world since lriles Davis in 197J. Well, a man can dream,
right?

Love,
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Hallo Herr llg,

17
lch Sie spiele den Kontrabass in einem Video-Clip im Internet gesabt. lch

glaube es war eine Nachrich auf Sie. lch habe wollen lernen zu spielfum den

Kontrabass fiirJahren. lch kann die elektrische Basspitarre A spielen aber ich
)&4 ( t;,:', ,^^k)

wei& der Kontrabass ist ein anderes Tier. lch habe fie grbBe- Charles Mingus

gesehen und mbchte ahnlich wie ihm }(spielen. rcn bi#f{ftn il#t^a

bleiben im Deutschland f0r die nachsten dreiJahre. lch werde es der Schule zu

besuchen um meinen Masters in der Europaischen Ceschichte und ich schreibe

zu fragen sie, mich zu lehren wihrend ich dort bin. lch verstehe sie sind sehr

beschAftiqt aber ich k4nn lhnen alle meine Geld fbezahlen. Es wiirde so viel

"r,J 
rn [h"\ r^.r \")

bedeuten aus einer grolsen Kontrabass-Spiefef ,rl"fnffUber mich: lch bin 31
'  

(eif  [ taat '  
/

Jahre alt und laOe/ Ois zum Jazz eetrti n ?u I'gi;irn latrren. lch war um es fiir )' ?

seine geistige Teile gezogen. lch finde es sehr beruhigend und mehr geistige

als andere Musik, die ich habe gehdrt. Auch, lch mag nicht etwas laut als Rock

And Roll Musik. Natfirlich, Jazz kannfe\agzuna oJ67ir cesctrwinaigkeit, aber

lch mag, dass derJazz kann hab{beide in einem Lied. Rock and Roll Lieden ist

eine oder das andere. Neben Charles Mingus, w0rde ich sagen meine anderen

Favoriten JazzgrdBen sonny Rollins rno@oiu
t+-

Technik. die vonk fi166 am Klavier war sehr ahnlich lch zum der Bass lch

bringefi. lch begannlrd meine musikalische Leben am Schlagzeug und so lch bin .,71
natiirlich sehr rfrrrttrm'i* lcn kann keine Noten lesen, aber ich kann einer Rille 4r'e ''

zu halten. lch habe 0ber die neue Welle derJazz-Musik in t,torOeuropa fr1&6fr,

vor allem in Skandinavien. lch worde gerne sehen die Musiker spielen Sie mit

lhrer Einsicht. Mein Geist ist fahig und meine Finqerii?tereit so schreiben mich
ka,^n

zuri.ick bitte wenn ich k6nhen lhrfrSchiiler.im nechstenJahr.
'q.t1;r'v t"\A-l(


