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Language Learning Preferences &  Name:| g
Preconceptions Survey ( ca—

If you have NOT had a language class before (anywhere, any time), SKIp 10 11€m 1 DEIOW.

If you have had a language class before, wherever and whenever it was, please describe it briefly

here:
(example: three years of French in high school — great teacher, OK book, I learned a lot)

(If you have had more than one language-class experience, for example French in high school
and Spanish in the Peace Corps, choose one or the other of those experiences and use it for
comparison throughout this survey. You’re welcome to add comments about your other
experiences, though.)

If that class included significant use of computers and the intenet. please describe the resources
and activities you did with them here. (Word-processing alone does not count as significant.)

| had 1 year of High School German in 1986-87. | was not impressed with the
teacher, neither was my German exchange student who stayed with me for appx 6
weeks that spring. The textbook was out of date, and sometimes incorrect. | don't
remember much of how the course was taught other than having to memorize “Die
Junge Smetterling” poem.

| had 3 semesters of German at the start of my undergraduate degree in 1989-90. |
really liked my instructor who was a native of Berlin. His method was based on the
method in which he learned English as a young man right after WWII. The course
was very structured between vocabulary lists (increasing in length with each course),
reading aloud, memorizing declensions (some of which | can still recite: der mann,
des mannes, dem mann, den mann) and answering a few oral questions. There was
little to no conversation, that was a separate optional class that | didn't take. |
received A's in these classes. Life circumstances caused me to leave school for a
couple years. In 1992 | transferred to Oregon State but | avoided anything to do with

language until my senior year. /
guag y y St i /,,/,4/ n

In 1995 | attempted to complete my second year of Germgn,.af Oregon State hoping
what | learned before would be unlocked in the bowels of4my mind. After several
weeks of trying | was allowed to withdraw from the class. I changed from a BA to a
BS and exited school. | have always regretted not completing the two year language . 17 y ;
i et

requirement but also not being able to speak/write/communicate in German. i ,(,ZC

Now for your responses to your tour of our course materials:
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1. The chief linguistic goal of our course is “proficienc ” What does that lq/e,aﬁz"
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M The ability to communicate in everyday interactzons with confldence

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior
similarit different than  opinion about this
y at all not feature
If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience Tegarang this feature? Circle ONE response.
no | had no prior more very
similarit di rent than _Opinion about this  similar than  similar
y at all feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat It doesn’t somewhat very
negative negative matter to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature

2 f What - from what you can tell by looking at the course materials - is intended to be
\/le chief activity during classroom time in our course?

Face to face conversation with a partner(s)

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE e

no | had no prior more very
similarit dEferentthan gpinion about this similarthan  similar
y at all feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier :
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

| had no prior more very

no
similarit dfferentthan gpinion about this  similar than  similar
y at all feature not
What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Cirg se.
very somewhat It doesn't /] /
negative negative matter to me. r Com M ,

Comments and questions about this feature
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If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior
similarit differentthan  opinion about this
y at all not feature

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course’

very somewhat It doesn’t somewhat
negative negative matter to me. positive

Comments and questions about this feature

Are there explanations of German grammar in our course materials?

e

= }yl}“;{yv/i

Yes within reason.. ¢ “, /W
= I

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle Q ;

no | had no prior more very
similarit d gpinion about this  similar than  similar
y at all feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no | had no prior more very
similarit dg gpinion about this  similar than  similar
y at all feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat It doesn’t somewhat very
negative negative matter to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature

List the 3 major factors or areas of coursework that count in grading in our course.

1/1) evaluations of:classroom performance, outside study activities, and projects
2) classroom evaluations and quizzes
3) formal evaluations of: speaking, writing, reading and listening proficiency

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior

similarit different than  opinion about this
y at all not feature
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| feel a bit out of my “comfort” zone of copying lengthy vocabulary lists and reciting
chunky grammar rhymes, however the previous method of language learning has
failed me so I'm open to something new.

5 Many beginning language learners want “word-for-word” resources. Your
materials include German-to-English vocabulary lists (“glossaries”). Are there also
English-to-German vocabulary lists in our course materials?

No

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior
similarit different than  opinion about this
y at all not feature

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more
similarit different than  opinion about this  similar than
y at all not feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE gg

very somewhat It doesn't somewhat
negative negative matter to me. positive

Comments and questions about this feature

4. In our course, spoken German is often taught with model dialogs. The Wie, bitte?
dialogs are accompanied by dialog glossaries and dialog summaries. Are there also
complete English translations of the dialogs?

No but the software gives the “English equivalent”

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior

similarit different than  opinion about this
y at all not feature




OISIES

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior o= very
similarit differentthan  opinion about this ~ gimilar than  gjmilar
y at all not feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle

very somewhat It doesn’t somewhat
negative negative matter to me. positive

(PN responss
very
RQSitive

Comments and questions about this feature

| feel that | have had significant German instruction in my life however | have not
actually learned the language. My graduate advisor told me that the language
{ requirement for completing a MA program is intended to support research in my
future doctorate work. However my chosen area of study is likely to be
/ Shakespearean and/or Restoration era English drama. In that situation it's a
matter of pick something. | had an open option for any language and | chose
German again, not because | expect it to be easy but because | love the
language and have wanted to learn it since my mother took a European vacation
when | was a child and brought me home an edelweiss pendant on a velvet
string. | have strongly regretted walking away from the language requirement as
an undergraduate. This time | intend to succeed!

Return this form to any first-year German instructor.
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Language Learning Preferences & Name:_ C_ -

Preconceptions Survey
If you have NOT had a language class before (anywhere, any tii

If you have had a language class before, wherever and whenever it was, please describe it briefly
here: _’F_P wee G Cast feBs Puce ¢rMen  Cource  Auling
(example; three years of French in high school — great teacher, OK book, I learned a lot)

& the summef.

(If you have had more than one language-class experience, for example French in high school
and Spanish in the Peace Corps, choose one or the other of those experiences and use it for
comparison throughout this survey. You’re welcome to add comments about your other
experiences, though.)

If that class included significant use of computers and the internet. please describe the resources
and activities you did with them here. (Word-processing alone does not count as significant.)
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Now for your responses to your tour of our course materials:  feacher  Parrok, e

1., The chief linguistic goal of our course is “proficiency.” What does that mean?
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How “é‘lose(fy does this featureof our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language

study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior ,,,-"mcﬂ)ret' very
similarity  different than  opinion about this f’éimilar/t_]%n similar
at all not feature ( - not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

T no _~ more | had no prior more very
/similarity” different than  opinion about this  similar than  similar
(_ atall not feature not
What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.—.
very somewhat It doesn'’t somewhat _ery }
negative negative matter to me. positive ~ positive -~ ¥
S _,-—-'/

Comments and questions about this feature .- \ ¥ 4
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2. What - from what you can tell by looking at the course materials - is intended to be
e chief actwlty during classroom time in our. course?

T.\”' R {« W {—L(- & Cﬁ; ' -4’1. *‘"? 4 (* Cow ‘j Q ,5.:.1’5_-_, {. ;.__,f_v )

Aut e e '
How closely does this feature of ourjcourse fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response. e
no more | had no prior Amore | very
similarity  different than  opinion about this -~ similar than/  similar
at all not feature not

L"'s_ =Tt -
If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no /_more / | had no prior more very
similarity ﬂlfferent than opinion about this  similar than  similar
at all ! not feature not

What is your ini ial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat It doesn’t somewhat very
negative negative matter to me. positive positive -
Comments and questions about this feature _
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3. Many beginning languagb learners want “word-f()r—word” resources our nnenteril‘i;t A ’g‘ f h
include German-to-English vocabulary lists (“glossaries”). Are there also English- 71 [
to-German vocabulary lists in our course materials?
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How closely does thls feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language

study? Circle ONE response.
=

= =1 more | had no prior more very
imilari different than  opinion about this  similar than  similar
at all not feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

fo, more | had no prior more very
similarity © different than opinion about this  similar than  similar
at all not feature not J

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat It doesn'’t somewhat very
negative negative matter to me. | posutlve positive
Comments and questions about this feature il
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4. In our course, spoken German is often taught with model dialogs. The Wie, bitte?
dialogs are accompanied by dialog glossaries and dialog summaries. Are there also

\/ complete English tmnslati[o\?s of the dialogs?
| No ||

v
How closely does this feature of 6ur course fit your prior concept or “image” of language

study? Circle ONE response.

no ) more | had no prior more very
imilarity /different than opinion about this  similar than  similar
at all not feature not

If yowhave had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

7 no more | had no prior more very
similarity - different than  opinion about this  similar than  similar
at all not feature not
Whit is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.
very somewhat "~ ltdoesn't |  somewhat very
negative negative | matter to me. positive positive
Comments and questions about this feature. ' = -
_,I'( 1 (N {rﬁh_ [‘i J{ﬁ NC¢ & g'r o -t ., /) | |
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\VAW there explanations of German grammar in our course inaterials?
1??" L

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior - more \“y very
similarity ~ different than  opinion about this [ similar than | similar
at all not feature ‘. not :

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more ""\5 very
similarity  different than  opinion about this - similar than ~ similar
at all not feature ( not -
What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response:,
very somewhat It doesn’t somewhat very /
negative negative matter to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature
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Language Learning Preferences & Name: R

Preconceptions Survey -

If you have NOT had a language class before (anywhere, any L. coup vn avmsne = cvacves

If you have had a language class before, wherever and whenever it was, please describe it briefly

here:
(example: three years of French in high school — great teacher, OK book, I learned a lot)

learned |ists 0Ff worls for & gesr R 5/&";‘5/(. Clvt.'/lﬁ&f
‘f‘c‘,’avz“v"’/ ho (900‘(, L /WH#J ey (r++le.

(If you have had more than one language-class experience, for example French in high school
and Spanish in the Peace Corps, choose one or the other of those experiences and use it for
comparison throughout this survey. You’re welcome to add comments about your other
experiences, though.)

A

If that class included significant use of computers and the internet. please describe the resources
and activities you did with them here. (Word-processing alone does not count as significant.)

YA

Now for your responses to your tour of our course materials:

1. The chief linguistic goal of our course is “proficiency.” What does that mean?
/ TLr, ebl (r'f] to ST the [Mj vage to Cowmunicate aS gev
encowter ~ e o Vfo’ Gvrond ov.
How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more very
similarity  different than ( opinion about this similarthan  similar
at all not feature not

If you have had a language class before; osely does our course resemble your earlier
: ence with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

more | had no prior more very
similarity/ differentthan opinion about this similar than  similar
not feature not

at'is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE resp

very somewhat It doesn't somewhat
negative negative matter to me. positive

positive

Comments and questions about this feature
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2. What - from what you can tell by looking at the course materials - is intended to be
{/ the chief activity during classroom time in our course?

fmd:wffnj German. Z'PJ% Pg W’L“‘j

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

| had no prior

no more more very
similarity  different than [/ opinion about this/ similarthan  similar
at all not feature not

If you have had a language class beTore; Tiow closely does our course resemble your earlier
erience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

more | had no prior more very
Similarity / different than opinion about this  similar than  similar
not feature not

What 1s your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle O

very somewhat It doesn't somewhat
negative negative matter to me. positive

Comments and questions about this feature

3. Many beginning language learners want “word-for-word” resources. Your materials
\/ include German-to-English vocabulary lists (“glossaries”). Are there also English-

to-German vocabulary lists in our course materials? | ' f
T tant fnd 4 it Heee (5. Fm Sayiky no. Y o regh

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no | had no prior more very
similarity different than / opinion about this similar than  similar
at all feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
egard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no | had no prior - more very
similarity / different than ppinion about this  similarthan  similar
at all feature not
What is your inittal-response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE re
very somewhat It doesn’t somewhat very
negative negative matter to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature
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4. In our course, spoken German is often taught with model dialogs. The Wie, bitte?
dialogs are accompanied by dialog glossaries and dialog summaries. Are there also
\/ complete English translations of the dialogs?

/7/0

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language

| had no prior more very
opinion about this  similar than  similar
feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

more | had no prior more very
similarity / different than opinion about this  similar than  similar
not feature not

at1S your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE respoirse

very somewhat It doesn't somewhat very
negative negative matter to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature
§%M5 [{[‘rf it I"‘C(p{(j Mﬁbv& ov um.a,e&—{‘fﬁng/ Geymd‘.m

f‘&‘f’/\er Fhan J vt M&M"“;z"‘y ;)L’E SxXac

5. Are there explanations of German grammar in our course materials? .

Xe O L4
5 ﬁ\JuS?ﬁ&ﬂ-ﬂfmy#&f

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language

study? Circle ONE response.
no more | had no prior very
similarity  different than opinion about this similar
at all not feature

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response

no more | had no prior very
similarity differentthan opinion about this similar
at all not feature

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat It doesn't somewhat very
negative negative matter to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature
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6. List the 3 major factors or areas of coursework that count in grading in our course.

'/Pko(}r:wj /-{_'55'1“5/ WUG[&E} 4ssignwrentS

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more more very
similarity differentthan  gpinion about this  similar than  similar
at all not not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier

experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.
no | had no prior more very
similarity different than opinion about this similar than  similar
at all feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE re

very somewhat It doesn’t somewhat
negative negative matter to me. positive

Comments and questions about this feature

Other comments and questions
5oumul g!,“chwemr” jé e fectve, [ 5%’01%5//

Return this form to any first-year German instructor.
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Language Learning Preferences Name:
& Preconceptions Survey

If you have NOT had a language class before (anywhere, any time), SKip to [tem I below.

If you have had a language class before, wherever and whenever it was, please describe it briefly

here:
(example: three years of French in high school — great teacher, OK book, I learned a lot)

S doel Zoypocs Specra— & thqaLmlme fa pass e Utnny UESRN
Uit o) wr entiralid vocalboolary /1S wocda Thop- tha

(If you have had more than one language-class experience, for example French in high school Ame.on Y ank~
and Spanish in the Peace Corps, choose one or the other of those experiences and use it for ¢, 5.5 m{,% A"
comparison throughout this survey. You’re welcome to add comments about your other i3 ..~ ssurd

- -] 7’
experiences, though.) Lok §) v e

| g . Ho o -
If that class included significant use of computers and the internet. please describe the resourc ) 2
and activities you did with them here. (Word-processing alone does not count as significant.) A< s L L%ﬂ—
Sca

Now for your responses to your tour of our course materials: : o
A 57/5» f‘,‘ ,Lf ?ﬂ/\ A;wc
1. The chief linguistic goal of our course is ‘“proficiency.” What does that mean? an ke fz%—

\/ Tl ol Yo commonetm ~F W L | 1L German spenhess. (e pmar
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How closely does this fe urse fit your prior concept or “image” of language ﬂu.%,

study? Circle ONE response. $£Cha g
no more | had no prior (
similarity  different than  opinion about this
at all not feature

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior very
similarity  different than  opinion about this / similar than ) similar
at all not feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat It doesn’t matter = somewhat ‘
negative negative to me. positive v
Comments and questions about this feature
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2. What - from what you can tell by looking at the course materials - is intended to be
he chief activity during classroom time in our course? e (
\/ La % .—l/;!\;“"""*m ‘_‘_\é\ ‘_‘-‘s_‘ P(w"l‘i-' }'/‘-J"\l foriz= O Se il

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more
similarity  different than opinion about this  similar than 2
at all not feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more very
similarity  different than  opinion about this  similar than \ similar

at all not feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE respg

very somewhat It doesn’t matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature

l"l-l-r‘(.u
e D= atosod &k.\.n.al_\, ﬁﬂ»o\.g v oer é(ﬂg}s p%ﬂm

3. Many beginning language learners want ‘“‘word-for-word” resources. Your materials
include German-to-English vocabulary lists (“‘glossaries”). Are there also English-
to-German vocabulary lists in our course materials? W
(/ Mo, K3 lat S woldlt fodoo 3 canld Mourc— =

ci shbo el Jalie Gerioe tousles el m |
o o .
How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language 1 2 7
/

study? Circle ONE response.

f

no more | had no prior more very l/u,J«\
similarity  different than | opinion about this | similarthan  similar O v ‘1/’—“
at all not feature not

YVegen  LAS< dj
If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier V"‘*‘waw

experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response. dYZh\s
no more | had no prio more very
similarity different than |{ opinion about thisy similar than  similar
at all not feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat It doesn’t matter very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments anf‘q;zestions about this t'eatufe J..M- Dnses s deer> Lo L el JA,

e PCccetelt
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4. In our course, spoken German is often taught with model dialogs. The Wie, bitte?
dialogs are accompanied by dialog glossaries and dialog summaries. Are there also

complete English translations of the dialogs? )
/’/ i G ) S o M“'wahﬁbﬁ A—s%/fqv—
Asalos

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior very
similarity  different than  opinion about this (similar tha similar
at all not feature no

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior : very
similarity differentthan opinion about this gimilar tha similar
at all not feature no

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very somewhat [t doesn’t matter very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature

. Are there explanations of German grammar in our course materials?

By m S Sfuid i loadiom o fo VI, o He 2 CP.

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no | had no prior more very
similarity opinion about this  similar than  similar
at all feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no OTE | had no prior more very
similarity (different than )opinion aboutthis similarthan  similar :
at all not feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.

very
positive

very somewhat Itdoesn’t matter somewhat
negative negative to me. positive

Comments and questions about this feature
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6. List the 3 major factors or areas of coursework that count in grading in our course.
AP L"\ "‘ ' J J\‘p\,. . . / 3 A

How closely does this feature of our course fit your prior concept or “image” of language
study? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more very
similarity  different than  opinion about this  similar than |similar
at all not feature not

If you have had a language class before, how closely does our course resemble your earlier
experience with regard to this feature? Circle ONE response.

no more | had no prior more
similarity differentthan  opinion about this  similar than z

at all not feature not

What is your initial response to this feature of OUR course? Circle ONE response.
very somewhat It doesn’t matter somewhat very
negative negative to me. positive positive

Comments and questions about this feature lo .btr-v"
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Other comments and questions
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Return this form to any firsi-year German instructor.





