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FL 508
Dr. William B. Fischer
CBI Project One
Woodworking - Building a flower box
June 9, 2009

Background

This is a project from Con mi! manos, a do-it-yowself (bricolaje) conmunity group
which focus on language leaming thrcugh DIY projects. The goup members post
instructions for each oftheir projects on the community center's \rebsite to shaxe with
other Spanish speaking people online.

Learner Prolilo: This activity is geared for adult language leamers however; it can be
adapted for leamers ofvarious ages.

Subject Area: Woodworking

Activity: Building a flower box

Summqryi Group members will leam how to build a flower box,

In-class time! This activity will take 60 minutes.

Location: The group meets at a community center.

P&cket The packet includes a picture file ofthe finished product and the tools needed to
build the flower box as well as instructions on building a 12 X 28 inch flower box, 13
philips screwdrivers 13 drills with drill bits, and 48 clamps.

Mrteridr treeded: The instructor will need one flower box packet for each member
which includes:
Wood parts and screws
l- 12 X 12 inches
2- 12 X 28 inches
2- 2X24 nct.es
l5- 2.5 inch screws.

Vocabulary; Group members will be exposed to woodworking vocabulary.

Sample vocabulary list:

l, Abrazadera 2. Broca 3. Desarmadoi 4. Lija 5. Maceta 6. Metro 7. Taladrc 8. Tomillo
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Sample verb list:

l. Atomillar 2. Amartillar 3. Medir 4. Marcar 5. Unir 6. Sujetar 7. Sostener 8, Liiar

Grammar: The activity will focus on the review ofchronological narration, commands
and prepositional phrases. The instructor will introduce indirect object pronouns in this
activity.

Chronological nanation: Primero, luego, d€spuds etc.

Commands: Dar, medir, sujgtar, lijar etc.

Indirect object pronouns: la (damela), 1o (midelo), las (sujetalN), los (Ujalos) etc.

Langurge profi ciency: ACTFL Intermediate-mid.
Ass€sSmenti

Orsl assessment Students will be evaluated on their ability to use the target
language while building the box in groups.

Written rssessment Students will be asked to write instuctions buildine a
flower box,

Timeline

Warm-up (5 mh.)

The instructor will place the various tools us€d arcund the room and then ask the group
members to hand him or her, a tool. Ifthey do not know which tool was asked for the
instuctor will descdbe it until someone knows which tool is asked for. The instuctol
wil also implicitly inhoduce indfu€ct object Fooouns by using them with emphasis as he
or she speaks to the group.

Examples:

The instructor asks someone for a tool.

ives el desarmador? (Do you see the sqewdriver?)

If the student understands what the instructor is rcfering to, the insaudor proceeds with
the a command.

Tmer, Tn{emelo por favor. (To bdng) (Bring it to me please.)
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Introducing the project (10 min.)

The instructor will show a pictue ofa flower box and elicit information about the box.
Next, the instructor will inaoduce the tools (not covercd dudng the warm-up) and
matedals using the picture file.

Inrtructions on building the box (15 min.)

The insauctor will request a volunteer to aid in the process ofbuilding the box. The
instructor will demonstrate how to assemble the box. While reinforcing chronological
narration, commands and prepositional phrases, he or she will continue to use indircct
object pronouns as much as possible.

Building activity (25 min.)

Group rnembers shall be asked to get io goups of four. There can be a couple ofgroups
ofthree depending on the size of attetrdees. They will then work together to build their
flower boxes communicating solely in the target language. The instructor will go around
the room to aid with the project and help with language use during the process.

Written work (5 min.)

The instructor will ask 9veryon9 to wdte insauctions for building a flow9r box to post on
the community cent€r's webpage for the group. They will be given pich[es of the project
at the various stages of completion to go along with the insaudions they are writing.
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Picture File:

Maceta de caj6n

lltr

Desamador
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Tornillo

Broca

Abrazadera

Metro

Taladrc
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Authentic Resources

Websites

http://www.bdcqpase,corn/
http://www.bricolaj eyhoqar.com/
http://www.pasarlascanutas.cor/caminteria imasinativa l.htm
http ://www. secomohacer.com./brico/tallerbr.htn

Texts

Carpinterla: Bricolaje
Published: 2006
Publisher: Rtstica
By; Thierry Gallauziaux aqd David Fedutlo
ISBN: 9788428327831
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Dr. William B. Fischer
CBI Project One
Woodworking Building a flower box
Apnl27,2009

Background

F-,U JT,-- 04

This is a project from Con mis manos, a do-it-youselfcommunity group which focus on
language leaming through home improvemen!projects. The goup members post
instructions for each ofth€ir projects on the community center's website to share with
other Spanish speaking p€ople online.

Learner Profile: This activily is geared for adult language leamers howeveq it can be
adapted for leamers ofvarious ages.

Subject Area; Woodworking

Activity: Building a flower box

Summary: Group mernbers will leam how to build a flowerbox.

In-class time: This activity will take 60 minutes.

Location: The group meets at a cornnumty center.

Packet: The packet includes a picture file ofthe finished product and the tools needed to
build the flower box as well as instructions on building a 1 2 X 28 inch flower box, I 3
philips suewddve$ 13 drills with drill bits, and 48 clamps.

Materials needed: The instructor will need one flower box packet for each mernber
which includes:
Wood pieces and screws
1- 12 X 12 inches
2- 12 X 28 inches
2- 2 l{24 inches
15- 2.5 inch screws.

Vocabulary: Group members will be exposed to woodworking voc?,b"Iar/. 
- f*q 

^ Fr<Jo^/

Grammar: The activity will focus on th€ review ofchronological narration, commands
and prepositional phmses. The instructor will introduce indirect objjglDlonouns in this
actrvrty. € 

Aa.t4 /atL
I

Language proficiency: ACTFL Intermediale-mid. 
\ /  _*Y^ *t br" *

f",, //.,
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Assessment:

Oral assessment; Students will be evaluated oD lheir ability to use the target
languagc !r hile building lhe box in groups.

Written assessment: Students will be asked to write instructions building a
flowerbox.

Timcline

Warm-up (5 min.)

The instructor will place the va.ious tools used around the room and then ask the goup
members to hand him or her, a tool. Ifdrey do not know which tool was asked for the
instructor will describe it until someone knows which tool is asked for. The instructor
will also implicitly introduce indirect object pronouns by using them with emphasis as he
or she speaks to the group.

Introducing the project (10 min.)

The instructor will show a pichre of a flower box and elicit information about the box.
Next, the instructor will introduce the tools (not covered during the warm-up) and
materials using the picture file.

lnstructions on building the box (15 min.)

Th€ iostructor will rcquest a volunteer to aid in the process ofbuilding the box. The
instructor will demonshate how to assemble the box. While reinforcing chronological
nanation, commands and prepositional phrases, he or she will continue to use indirect
'obj€ct pronouN as much as possible.

Building activity (25 min.)

Group members shall be asked to get in grcups offour. There can be a couple ofgroups
of three depending on the size of attendees. They \vill then work togetier to build their
flower boxes commulicating solely in the target language. The instluctor will go around
the room to aid with the project and help with language use during the process.

Written work (5 min.)

The instructor will ask everyone to write instructions for building a flower box to post on
the cornmunity center's webpage for dre group. They will be given pictures of the Foject
at the various stages of completion to go along with the instructions tltey are wdting.

YiK
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Picture File:

Maceta de caj6n
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Tomillo

Desarnador

Brcca

Abrazadera

Taladro



o J 3 G <  - l ' z

FL 508

Dr. William B. Fischer

CBI Project One

Gardening - Building a flower box
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Subject Area: Gardening - Building a flower box

Summaryi Students will learn how to build a flower box.

In-class time: This activity will take 110 minutes with a 10 minute break.

Location: The class shall meet at a community garden center.

Packet: The packet includes two picture files: One ofthe tools needed to build the flo\rer
box and the other often different flower species. ln addition, it shall also include
instructions on building a 12 X 28 inch flower box. The packet will also contain 25
philips screwdrivers ten four drills and drill bits, and 48 clamps,

Materials neededi The instructor will need one flower box packet for each student
which includes: five wooden boards tlvo measuring 12 X 12 inches, two 12 X 28 inches,
and two 12 X 24 inches. It will also contain 15 two and a half inch screws.

Vocabulary: The leamers will develop the vocabulary pe aining to carpentry (used
while building the flower box).

Language proficiency: ACTFL Intermediate-mid.

Evaluation: As home work students will write a two paragraph essay on how they built
their flower box in order to r€inforce the new vocabulary. Students will be evaluated on
their ability to describe their process of building the flower box.

Student age levelsl This activity is geared for adult learners however; it can be adapted
for students of various ages.

Overview

Class meeling part Il Dudng the first halfofthe class meeting the instructor would
intoduce the project. The instructor will show a pictue of a flower box and elicit
infomation about the box. Next, the instructor will introduce the tools and materials
using the picture file. Finally the instucto! will demonstrate how to build the flower box.
The instructor will request a volunteer to aid in the process ofbuilding the box.

Class meeting part II: In the second half ofthe class meeting the instructor will ask the
learners to get in groups offour. Their can be a couple of groups ofthree depending on
the size of the class. The learners will work together to build their flower boxes. The
instructor will go around the room to aid with the project and help with language used
durins the Drocess.
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Picture File:

Maceta de caj6n

11{r$
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Tomillo

Desarmador

Brcca

Abrazadera

Taladro


