
WHYWtrHATE
TtrACHERS

Notes on a noble American tradition
BJ Garret Keizer

Girry, glo0, all?i a.
Teach{ hit ne uitlr a iulet .
I knrcked her on the bua
\Yith a nuen tmgerine ,
And she ain't g6tu IPach io nore .

-"Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory ofthe
Burntrlg offie School" (Tmdirional)

throwing up my breakfast cvcry d.ry, Monday
through Friday, usually two or three minutes
bcforc thc schoolbus came. I do not recall hav-
ing ivhrt are now.rdays refened to as "academic

dificulties." In 6ct. I was aLready the good stu-
dent  I  wouLt l  cont inue to be r ight  throush
graduate schooL. Nor do I recall bcing pickcd
on in any particuh. way; that would corne lat-
er. \(hat I recall is being struck at .ibout thc
same tnne as my Irlother handed me rny lLrnch
with an i.resisrible urge to vomir ny break-
fast tbat, and the sight of my rnother on her
knees again, witing up mI mess.

I  have long s incc rnarvc lcd at  drc way in
which my rrarenrs, without benefit of formal
coumes in Fychology or any thought of send.
ns me ro a fsychologisr  ( rh is  lvas 1959),  ser
about  i fy ins ro cure me by a psychological
stratagen at once desperate, risky, and inge.

nious. lt amounted to the conftivance of an
epiphany. One evenins they anooulced thar
the next day I would not be going to school.
lnstead, my rnother and I ivould be taking a
trip "up country" ro see Aunt Em and have a
picnic. Aun! Em and her husband were care'
rakers ofa sprawLing rural cemetery in which I
delighted to play and explore. Thcy livcd in a
house "as old as George \7ashington." Proppcd
asainst one of their porch pillars was an enor-
mous chiclet-shaped rock, an object of grear
facination for me, which rhey clairned was a
petrifted diDosaur tooth. There were few places
on earth I would rather have gone.

The next  morning arr ived L ike an ear ly
Christnas. I watched impatiently as my moth-
cr pacted a lunch for our advennrre. Then,
just rt the time when the school bus would
have picked ne up, she turned to ne and in a
tone of poignant resienation said, "Now, you
see, Gary, there is nothing wrong vith your
stomach. You get sick because you don't wanr
to go to school." She handed ne my lunch and
told me that we were not goiry to Aunt Em\
thrt day. I did not rhrow up. I forget whether
or nor I cried- But, for the most part, I rvas

I say lor the most part because -Aven nowi at
the age of forty-eight, 1 arn rareLy able to wrLk

s soon as I entered firsr grade, I began
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rnro any.chool wrrhour feel ing somethirg ol
the same duodenal ominousness that haunted
my 6rst days as a student. I doubt I am unique
in dris, though it does seern like an odd symp-
tom for someone who went to school for al-
most twenry yea6, who taught high school fot
fifceen years afrer chat, who saw his wife
through graduate school after she had done the
same for him, and who will be in his mid-ffties
by the rime he has seen hls daughts drough
col lege. I  have spent most of my l i fe " in

school," doing ho:nework or correctins it,
which meam that for much of ny life I have
either skipped breakfast or eaten it as an act ot
faith.

And I still catch myself thinking of that
ahorted trip ro Aunt Em's. I picture myself run-
ning over the mowl graves, past generatioDs of
polished monuments, with a cool breeze at rny
back and the clouds ufolding like angel wings
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above me. h amounts to a ,taking dream, with
a dream s psychic syrnbolism, and what I think
it means is that I have reconciled myself to
d€3th by imagining it as t}le mosc sublime form
of hooky: the blessed stage at which no on€

will ever again, in any form whaiso-
ever, make me go to school.

do not have iighttul rnernories of my first-
grade teacher, though rny parents have told me
she was "stern." I rcmember her punishing a
boy who'd memdered into the girls' bathroon
by forcing him to wear a cardboard sisn that
read I AM A crR! ToDAy. I remenber mother
boy, a budding Leonardo da Vinci, whose

crammed, clut tered
desk she would from
time to time dump over
onto the floor, like an
unfaithtul wife's ward-
robe tossed onto the
street.  I  can st i l l  see
hin kneeling among his
precocious drawings
and playground-exca-
vated fosqils, straighten-
ing things up as best as
he could, while the rest
of us looked on with
the dumtsruck fascirn-
tion of smaller-brained
pdmares. I can see drcse
things clearly, but I do
not remember the
teacher herself as an
ogre. As for *re rnerno-
r ies of my two class-
mates, the 6rst ofwhom
would eventual ly be-
cone an oudaw biker
and the second of
whom ptobably wenr
on through a long pro-
gression of larger and
even messier desks, I am

Such stories of cruel
and unusual punish-
ment probably account
at least panially for that
hideous srain of Amer-
ican folk humor, with a
pedigree thar runs Iiom
Washington Irving to
Garr ison Kei l lor:  the

Tale of the Teacher We Dove Nuts. I used to
know a man who would tell me, in rhe tone of
someone bmgging abour hrs 6nt sexual experi
ence, how he and his ftiends had dtiven a nun
at his Catholic school to a newous brealdom.

Fi!!.* ty John Monrgid, cdftd'y Riccq4'la@ Gallery, Ns Yo* Clt?



anounts to a fall frc,rn grace. I have long sensed
a q_stical conncction between the iconic ap-
ple on thc tercher's desk and the apple Adam
ate fron thc forbidden tree; I am rempted to
take them for the srme apple. Perhaps the New
England Puritans who taught their children the
alphaber starring with the A in "Adam's FaLl"
werc p la) ing wi th rhe same idea.  Al though
reachers may figure var.usly in rhe myth as
Evc, the Serpent, or Ood, they are almost al-
ways the flamins cherubim who bar our rctLrrn
to the innocence of early childhood. For bener
or for wone, a teacher was ou! t6t surogate
mother. The $icked srerrnother and the fair
godmodrer are mor/icrs, after aLl, and in thc
fairy rales of personal history thcy both tend tu
have reachng licenses. In other wo s, thc no'
ry of our lirst encounter wrth school rs cuhcr
rhe tale of horv we betrayecl our mothen for a
princess or the tale of horv thcy rbandoned us

o1
would rennd them ro be sratefu l  for  the
hours their kids are in school.

There are, of couree. other $'ays in which
schooh represent a psvchic fall; anrl teachers,

thc suardian n.gels o{ its tralecorr. ALrhough
schooLs h a dcmocracy purport to exist for the
creation of "a lcvcL pl.rying hcl1," it does not
take us long to discover that level playnrg fields
exist mainLy to sort out $innerr fi.m loses.
U es we cane from a largc family $ith pa'
en* rvho wcnt  out  of  thei r  *ay to p lay fa.
roltcs, school ras our 6rst lntrodrctnnr ro the

ca of.clarivc merir. lt is not an idea rvirh as
much aprlication to the so-called real rvorld as
we mieht  th ink.  Nei ther  are any number of
schoolhouse rigors justilied in drar nane. Cer
ta inh i 'c  enco!nter  re l . r t i \  e  mer i r  in  dre
world. My work rs an aiJult is evaluated and re-
warilcd, and I nust face tlle fact dut othen are
goine r. be better ai it ihan l anr.

But thar optressive sense of minute grada-
t ion,  ot  success nor  as x nansion ot  neny
roonr but as a ladder of innnite runss n'herc
does that  ex is t  bur  in  a c lassnx)nr ,  or  n the
imagh.rtion of dre adulr $ho srill sirs erel
To be a kid asain, I must rvalk to ny assigncd
pLace nr a room Lanked rviih littlc dcsks, clch
occupied by a wnter my ase, or as he ras at
ny age. And the Updike kid alwavs lus his
hand up frst, and the teacher can't sccm tc,
get enough of his srories about rabbits, *'here'
as ny poems ahout nrnles always seeni t<, lag
Ithind n her esteen. "Takng your desree" is
d1e nost  prec ise phrasc rn aLl  of  cduc. thn:
rhat  is  what  rvc takc f rom our  f i rs t  drv in
kindergarren, our legrcc ofreLativc qrxth. Thc
educat ional  appLe of  Adam's FaLl ,  by whlch
rhe lirst Amcrican prnncr sa '\ye sinnid all,"
J id not  s ive us the knorvLe. lge of  good and
evil but of good, betrer, and t'csr, i'orld i!ith'

Anothcr wny in rvhich our tc.rch$s mok us
out of rhe Garden was lry takirg us out of thc

"LeCs pur ir rhis way: She didn't come brck the
next year." It so happens that I wrs working as
a teacher rvhen I 6rst heard the story So was
the man who told it to ne.

lCs hard to imagine a paralleL fron an-
cnher profession, perhaps rme foLksy yam
abour an undenaker drivcn to rears by a
repeared sw,tcheroo ofhis cnb.rlming fluid
and his coffee, a cashicr who fell down
foaming at rhe mouth after naking change
for one too many tcn'pound bags ofdrnes.
Its snnplisric ro say ihat we sec thcsc erles
as innocuous because thci! protagonlsts
are only chlldren. \nc also see rhem as in-
nocuous becausc thei r  v ic t ims are only
teachen (and usually women). lve lile to
rell rhese st.iries, I think, becaLre they re-

quite some primal as nr "pri-

R*":;l;,J""J;,::".

And the lasr chaptcr mirrors the first: rhe
tcachcr  who took us f rorn our  rnothers ap.
pean in anothcr  suisc ro take ouL chi ldren
fron us latcr on. The teacher $,ho is a boy's
lirst crush is rlso his mother's 6rsr ri!al. Fur-
thermore, in rn cra rvhcn moth$s frequently
q'ork outs e the home, . tc:rcho {,ith the
bcnelit of a shortcr chy and a longer sunmer
vacat ion nor  only  spends the best  houre of
the day $, i th  our  chi ldren;  she spends f ie
br ightest  days of  the year  widr  her  osn.  I  be-
liele this .rccounts for much of dre disdain for
teachers,  par t icu lar ly  in  work ins-cLass com-
muni t ies l ike mine.  l f  neone gave me dre
power and the money to make one change
rhar night improve rhe tubLic perceprion of
teachers, I s'ould give workhg parenrs more
tnne with their kids. At e very Least, that

f 7 | t would only be igbt andproper tbatfor et)ery

IIJ golden you gave flr tbe vur dgliut tbe Turhs,

Iou shluld gia)e rco gidensfor tbe scbools, ereniftbe!
(tbe'Ihrhs) zaere alreadl at ()ur tbrlats, r0 that fou migbt
be able to educate at least one boy toith tbis sum so tbat
be uould become a true Cbristian.

_MARTIN LUTHER (I'24)



moment. It was in school that the future first
becan irs incessant bullying o{ the present and
the pasr. The walchword was "preparation,"

and, considered only by the criterion of effec-
live pedagogy, rhe watchword could hardly be
called progressive. Ask a random sanple of par-
ents if and when school began ro grow sour fot
their kids, and they will usually say 'tomecime

around founh or fi{th grade"; that is, when
teachers began working with a more intention-
al zeal to "ger klds ready for high school," a
process that might be likened to g€tting Sir

John Gielgud ready to do a Pepsi conlnerciaL.
Diminishnent foilows dininishment, until we
reach graduate school, where the ability and
certainly the desire to teach are not only rare
but generally held in cont€mpt. Few can go
that far without developing grave suspicions
about the future-perhaps one reason why so
many people end up stalled in graduate school.
The Serpent pronised thar we would becone
"as gods," though it seems thar what he really
meant  is  that  wi th rhe r ight  amount  of

rraining and gumption we could be'

l-] come as (erpents.

H
I or sone of us thar meanr we coutd be.
come teachers- We could bring the process o{

preparation full circte, like the nyth of the
serpent that devours its o\tn taiL That is, ad-
micredly, a paradoxical image. To be a teacher
in America is to embody any number ofseern'
ing conrradictions, some peculiar to the pro-
fession and others intrinsic to the nature of
democracy itselt

For one thing, teachers can frnd rhemselves
an enbdassing exception to the 6rst article of
rheir own creed: that education prepares one to
be privileged and prosperous. Of the profes-
sional classes, theirs is probably one of the Least
esteemedi it is certainly one of the leat paid
Teaching has tradicionaLly been a pon of entry,
the Ellis Island by which the chlldren of blue'
collar workers entered rhe profesional classes.
I seLdom see a frrsr-year teachef with her tote
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bag or briefcase withour conjuring up the im-
age o{ an immicrant and his duffel bag of
worldly belongings-so full of faith, so ftee of
cynicism, so ripe for exploiradon. And such an
easy tarset for prejudice.

Occupying a no-man's-Land between the
union hall and the resened paiking space, able
in sorne cases to take a sabbatical but in many
c6es unable to gec to a coiler, teachers some-
times 6nd themselves caught in a crossfre of
contradictory resentments. On ihe one hand,
the public expects reachers to have sone of the
same expenise and even some of the sane pol-
ish as physicians, chough no teacher of my ac-
quaintance has ever had rhe opponunity of hir-
ins his own nurse in the form of a classroom
aide-asuming he even had one. On the other
hand, rhose who see teachers as no more than
a highly specialLed class of clock-punchen are
prone to ask what cruck driver ever had a nine'
week vacation, or what waitress ever had a

I t  a lmost goes without saying that a
leachert perceived status will vary rvirh the
sratus of rhe perceiver. So to the sveLte morn
in the Volvo, Ms. Hart is an air-headed rwit
wirhour a creat ive bone ln her body, who
probably had ro write crib notes all over her

chubby lide hand just to ger through Ho-
hum State College with a C. To rhe burly
dad ln the rusty pickup truck, Ms. Hart is
a book'addled flake without a practical
bone in her body bu! with plenty of good
teeth in her head thanks ro a dental plan
that cornes out of said dad's properry tax-
es. in Shakespeare's Kifls Henr) Vl, a
common rebel known as Dick rhe Burch-
er says, "The 6rsr thing we do, leCs kiLl all
the lawyers," bu! to honor the senciments
inside as well as outside the palace Ms.
Hart has to die 6rst.

0 + y , q

Of course there are any nunber of par-
ents, in Volvos, old Fords, and on Harley-

Davidsons, who will see Ml Han as an mgel.
And of those who see otherwise, might at least
a few be responding to her pedagogical conpe-
rence rather than to her professional status?
Undoubtedly so. Teachers probably provide
some of rhe most md least inspiring exanples
we have of hunm beings in rhe act of work. A
friend of mine renarked to me recently, r'No

one, not even a farmer, works harder than a
hardworking teacher. But there is nothing on
this earth lazier than a lazy reacher." Having
raught rhool for a good pan of my adulc life, I
rend to agree. I wouldnt say thar extremes ot
rhis kind are unique to teachers, however. I
would propose thac the same exnemes can be
{ound in any occupation that shares the follow-
ing characteristics: a notable desee ofspecial-

f nothing is to be exacted fron cbildren by uay of
obedience it follous tbat tbey zaill only learn ubat

they ful to be of acnal andpresent adttantage, eitber be-
cause tbey like it, or because it is ofuse to them. Otber-
u)^e, u)bat notioe Teould thel haue for learning!

-J EAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU (r762)



i :ed n i in in! ,  a  missx,n to hc lp. tht r  hrman
l . tmg, .  a Jut l  to  ht lp  t l ,cnr  l rcs le. t ive o idre i l
aL.ilnl to r.ar', anJ r ucrnurc of erLthoritl that
comes t rom al l  o l  thc abo.c.  ln  sbor t ,  the t r -
rcnts oi characttr end p.rfotrnlLlcc thrr cxin
rmong teecher rlso c\rst rurong J.(1.rs inJ
policc. F,ut m,st ofr., cvr. il trr !n\r uf rL) bc
inreLJs or  cL imnr l ' ,  u  i l l  hr r  e spent  more
t ime rv i rh terc l icLs rhu sr t l ,  e i ther  o i  dre i r

/d'r oi every Tom, (i ho arc, li,/
T.r,) dc undd pc.dir obliga
rn,nr b tuL. this apdofdrnP6.
r,/d/ C_r, That thcy nq have .
Qood .!t rl in thcn Ncighbour
hood ^ wotul,rd"td,b' drms
eqs the Rising d,,.turr,; B..
barons lgrold,d, and the
unavoidaLle consequence of it,

Ouragcols lr//iid,e$ rvil male
tlc tusing 6,!zrb, inathsome,
ilir halc not Schools to ptescre
n. But J.r@4 whe'ein the Lan
tuyh),alie,4Ln d beTauglt dre
Thines thar de neccsary ro qual
It rhcn (or (!tute Sdane"bkE$,
md!^t rhenn'tu m tnere*ithal
wclromcd under a I-audablc tr
.trr., & be oY{ & abovc ivtl/-
Cdt?.rrl?r'h the prjlciples of Rc
ligion. Those would be r Gr," of
onrldd & the presenarives ofal

l he rUtntur, drar sh3ll give
his Nei8hbou6 No Rest, until
drE haYe agrecable S.r,,n hong
!ben, !nd thrt shrll hinself,ko
* sone Tin$ i,'p&t & Irjn t/J?
J.rml, vill thqeiq do nu.h to-
uards lllnltng thri pdn ofhir
Minisdy, Fud n1 Ldnht & \is
NeiShb@s under hir Chdgc, iin
(vhareYer thelthint oaiil) hdc
.ausc io Blc$ God, for this Ex
pr.sion da hn lxlth6lne$.

But the$ re nor tho o'4 p('
soo\, tn *hnn thn mabt belo"gtl
Tbt Ciril Aubanq, & rl\e \rt\o\e
ti,t4i cannotbe l rue to ihen
own lntcres, ia they do troi sa).,

V/he. rhe REFORMA I I ON
Ircgm, inE D?., dhudf d and
lnmcorc ]rm ago, to Erect l.r@6
evert where, \'as on€ trincitxl
corcern oith Gl{bus & Hctu
ic Rrrlz.4 & it Ms 3 conrnon
thingeveD for Lnde vill€e5 oa
T*r.q' or lnnT fmilio!, in th.
nids ofall thei. Charges, & their
Dange6, to m.intain one of them,
'fhe 

aalo,i.! ol Nea kglmlvrt

call'd, the ver S,1r .a rh.
'rorr\ddhri\ir-^ndthePd-

\ihrt aLso scts tuchrs rprL is dre milder
consequences oi their cxtrcncs. I)oct,u rnJ
cops can k iL l  rmchrr l - r  or  snc hcr  l i tcr  t tach-
crs ar  rhcr .  \ar \ t  or  bcsr  crn u- .ual l l  do no
rnorc th.n 1.  nrh. r  m nnfue i i .  Declusc th.
rxtrcucs oi bcnclit mLl ,lLtinrtnt arc less, ftt
tr)tsrnluc rirr lrc less ilso. But l.ecxuse drosc
cxtr tnes J, ,  ex is t . rnd te s i ,  not iceaLle,  thc
n,cJrccrt quali\ .f tl,e n,eJlocrc tcachcL tcnJ.
i , ,  b .  noi iccrb l .  as rvc l l .  At  arenge gur  seL.
J o n r  i o o L s  n r r e  a r e n q e  r h a n  i o  i r . n r  . i  r

ln l s,rcietj tiiat touts boih "ercelLence" rnd
"cq, , iL i r r , "  terchers. re ferhaps orn bc ' t  exam-
plc , , f  the conylcx l r rer fh!  . i  lsc t {o vr l -
, ies l . . rh  in  rhe e l iLLrar i le  nr tuLc o i  thcrr
r . rk  , rnd ln  rbei r  oND sr i f tF as q l rk t r .  Wc
p r r t  t h c D  J , , s ' n  i n  i h r  c l i . h [ s  o f  f o f u L i s t
ihei.ric in.l re put fiem up in ihc htrnrf
shrnes ofspacc sliunlcs, l.ut dr. trrth i:, t.,kcn
rs r *holc. thcy'rt rrl.rbLr m,Lc Lcr.Lc:ot.r-
r i le  of  ' . r  uur \  AnrcncN. i '  thrn rnv \ i . ! le
occupatnml grouf .  l l  I  rcrc Ar t l , r r  Mi l lcr ,  I
s i t rL lnot  hrvc nalc WiLLt  Lomm a "r lcsurn;
I ruLlJ hare nir.le hur r rci(hcr. In drc lincs
i r  rvh lch W, l l r  ca l l '  t l , r  Ol ,cr r , , lc t  ' th t  grcat .
cst  cr r  $cr  bui l f ' rnd rhen,  sererr l  r rees le teL,
" r1s,  Thrr  goJJrm'r  ( lhLrro ler ,  thel  orghr  t<,
pro l rhr t  t l , t  narutrc tL, rc , r f  thr t  cr r l "  I  r r , r lJ

h. , \L :  h l . )  r i lL iDs i l , ) ,Lr  rhe AmerL

\ ,  . . , r   k  \ , r  " r .
I
1 . ,  '  ' 1 ,  , r . r  r r r l  . l  L  ' e . r n l l r c r n q

.u enrs of .ur . le iNcmcr r t iocr  our  rcscnorcnr
( ,1 rcr .h. rs  h*  to J( ,  t r i th  hos qc onccnc r l
sei\ i.., shi.h is n.i nuch .litlerenr fron licrr
Si  le ln in .he Masni l ic .nr  c .ncoi lcJ t ;  $ucc.
lD r r i in)cf f t i .  n icrc i rcs,  i tNi .c  a thc l .u t lcr
rrho eppeen rvhen dre nrsteL puLls the reh ct
bel l  n , fe.  In  i  ! , . ie t !  l ik r  o!s ,  s . r l icc rs  rhc
Llc:k  c lcLk rho s nrr foscd to couc RL,r i , i , is
( { , t l i  r  sn, l . )  thcncrcL an-r  k \ r in  ihrs Lhe
kl l  Our ( rs i ,n  nr  

 

l .c  drc nrrc ' i lc ,n, ,&rr '
it." l.ut tikc thc Gttk., sliosc Jcnuracics prc'
cc.lcJ ouL ost, qc rllr-rs 'cc,n to ntcJ ,, leu
di les in  .  r f  (J  icc l  nul i  cr furc ipr tcJ.

it q{LJ bc tloL,sh t,' {1rer't thar r,,r.1'.15
lc .  kr f , l  .1 , lNrc.  I r  r r rL l , l  bc c, l , r l lv  t i r ' l ish
1.  r ' r ) rgcr  rhrr  nr i r  { )  l ,ng.u.  r l rc !  qcf .  \  i  r -
r11r ' r  I rnJ o i  rn. lcnturcJ sorr r t .  T l , r t  thL:r '

l  r ' r  ,  r  L ' . h  l ! , , l r , n

olt/-5

liantcd on thc Dsier ofpu^uing
tlt i ]olyR,r,dn,i & nov the
DE,i/ cannoi gire r gftar€. Blo{
io tne r'rrzr;, mons us, thb
b! caning Sl,ol ro ldglish un-
dcr Dncoungcrcna. lfour Gs,
,,/Cold, d..lin toconhivc md
proidc I/-r tbr thc Support of
.t r,,ri or ifprticulr ?'p,r Em-
plov thetr Whr, ini Chcaa to
[hdc thc {holcsonc Iz@Ji liftle
do thcl consdcr ho{ nuch they
e9osc thcnxclws to rhat Rcbute
.fc.d,Tbat liBt tltuyd tht i!$

Ihu havc my t-v. ro God,
& Chrnt & Po*crnyi Ict sir,,f
bc nore Encoungcd. I atou {ould
nor b€tiyldr Po*c'ity nto rhc
veryCtcum$mesolS@/Sr, let
.t r,/r hdr mor En.omeenEN.
But ln thc In8uish . . ofsucce$
r, bc 6thc$isc a.md It rhis Ad-
drcs, I viu Turn it f.onr pu un
to n1e Alniehtt He.t oJ P/rrd .

And, O tho! Slviou, ard shc?-
hetd ol thy N M Li"E/ t I'tuel: Be
Enie{cd,Ucrcifuly to lmk d{M
upon tlty Flocls in rhe \{/inhF
ne$. Oh, girc us not op to tlc
B l i rdne$ and Madne$ o l  ne-
glecringthc lml's in tl[ Ilo.k.
inspir. thy l.oplc, a.d .llOr
des of men rn.ng thrr leople,
siih r jun cre lbr rhe Llducdion
ol loncritl. lct Wctl-C)rddcd,
and {cll-1n$ru.ted, and {ell
na in rs incd  5 .hoo ls ,  bc  thc
Ilomlrdrd thc Dcaenceolout
i-aod. l.er l-earning, and all the
Hclps and n{cans ofit, bc prc-
clous in our E$eemrnd6y&,2
,l',J, let thc Intcrcsts oathy Gospcl
s. pteviil, that n€ may be made
*isc unto.t/&"rd,. Srr. us, O
ou LordJEJt S Cr.ft 671 Sav€ u5
i.om the Miscni.i nd Scxndds
oar. Uncoltirnte.l Olf SprioB;
I-c his be rL2ndoaLight, nnril
Thou, O Sun olRighteous.e$,
do rhrselfrisc unbthc V'orld
qith Iisdingnt thy Wings

,4, zrl/rrr ^d Fratcs in Ercftr
(r619J



T'" ' : '  1" ' " '
t t u , n rhcvoddvhe re . i n

proportion to tle lopula
tion, thcrc dc o tiq ignorrt, r{1

at th. srd. tinc so acnlcained.
in{lividuls. Primary in{ructn,n
n $itltn th. rcach oa elen lnnlyi
rupcrio.in$ruction n sclrft ly b
b.obtaincdbynry.. .rllmotr,ll
thc  Imcr icans  arc  in  ca \v .n -
.un$rrces. and can, rher.hnr,
ol'trin thc l:lst elenrenB oihu

In,\ncica, drere rre bur re{
*crlrhv tcsonsi nearlv all  m--
icaas hrvc to takc a prrti$,od.
Now. cLrry p(ne!sn,n rcquncs
rn apfrenticeshif. I he ,{n.d-
crns can dclatc togonoral cd!-
.rtioo onl) the eanvyeas oaliie.
At lifreen,.6elentcrulr.n ihcn
ca!1ing, rn{l thus ih.ir cducarjo.

Sener.llt enrls !t thr xgc whcn
ou6begins. lfhatovor is donc aa-
tcNnd\ is wirh r vic$ to somc
. . .  ob jec t i  1s . ien ! .  i s  rxkcnut
as .  . ra t te r  oabus inc$ , .nd  r l c
only 6rrnch.f it \r!ich n atcnd-
cd t) i\ n1.h rs adflits or'an im
nrediatc pr..tical applicf ion. ..
,\ diddling sta.ddrd is fixed in
,\nrericx for Ium.n k.osled8e
All atiDroachrs n.d to n.s they
Lmi v,mc ar drr rn., odrc^ 6 Lhcv

,4.tthcciucmcbordcGotth.
Conf.dcr.te States, lpon rhe con
nnes oa$cica'.nd drc vilderoe$,
r poprnatior oibold adrcnturs
hrvc r.kcn up thcn.bo(le, wh.
picrc. drc solittrdcs olthe ANeF
,.an *oods, and scck a counrry
tturc, in oider io ca lle rhe l]oEF

'11  lL \ l f t i5  i \ l \ i  \ / r \ r

A ) Z q - L
l , /  t '

hr r .  rJvrnccJ 1.c1,r  { r \ i r rJe i .  not  iL \ r r \ r
rc la cd es r  cru: r  lor  cc lcbLr t ion.  AJd tcrch '
c fs  i .  rhrr  LNr. igr , \ r fs  lnd ter lms i lho crcn-
nra lh " ! :or  l  u f f i ( \ "  thr l  r l )c !  thcr tcncd tL,
J , r , rDlnr  thc st r tLLs rhr t  . !m.  ,n hr i \  iD!  d ieD
ur lo , r r  thuni l :s .  I lcrc  rgrn I  u*  he crrc-
i rL l  nrr  t , ,  , r 'c r . r r tc  n, t  . isc On.  of  t r \  i ,L-
i orirc siliooL stoLics hrs r,r Jo r nh r pnncrprl
rh, r  to l . la  f r icoJ ,* ,n lnc rhr t  r l though hc rn '
. ler i r ( r  h i \  h ! \ t r , , t i , ! r  \h . t  h is  nm \  tcr . l ic r

cdrs lsreDr l r  f i iLe. l  to  ret l r rn h is  fho.e c l l ls ,  he
shorrLd rnde*tanJ f ia t  rc turn lng cr l is  has
ncrcr bccn ir4n. \ian WnkLc's strcugdi."

St l l l ,  tven when one r iLorvs ior  the madden.
ing nnfcni , \ i$es and e. tuaLl - !  madJcning
r n r t u n i r l  t ) l  . $ t a i n  i c e c h c N ,  ! n c  i s  \ t i l l
' t , ,L .k  l r .u  rne r . r  i inc Lr  rhe fofu l : i r  as-
s r m r r i o n  i h i i  p u b l r c  s c h o o l s ,  l i l e  T h i r d
\ \ t , , r lJ  l . r : r r*  rnJ At leLr tLc a l i r !  . .s inos,
rrrqhr r,r lt pleces wliert tLc alnlghty sfender
. i i  .hnN his  uc i , rht  r r , r rJ  l ike ALnighr '
( l r t l  \VLtnt ro ,nc hta*  thrL . l t rLLv Lelored

fliL.isc l..aL.oniln," rnLl one l,ears it in rnt'
comer oi r.lcrv Enghnd :rb,rrt rnct a Ja-v, tlic
reccnt  is  usual l r  on coraol r  rnd dre contro l ,
llrnrl) on dre reecher.. Of course this s also
r lLe l .e lonJ drc l , ,ca l  lc 'e l ,  m,st  rcccnt lv  n
piq,sr ls  tL ,  f inqcrprht  tcrchers nr  oder  io
' 'protect  ch i l l rcn."  VhrL to l i r ic ian as kec 'n on

fnrc. r ins h is  or  hcr  c l rccr  a\ .n t turecr 'ng
chi lJrcn roul . l  . r . r  i rnrp.se f in !ef f rh i ins
c lergr ' ,  onhoJo"t , ' ts ,  . r  l ive- in  ho- l i r icndsl
N o t  t o  f o r g c t  c \ t r )  l c ( i \ l i r o r  c r n f l o l L n g

FrL thc uLct t  t r r r ,  rhorLsh,  I  Jo not  heaL
rerchcr  cLr t rcr : tL l  f , , .  ha! ing s l ipp.J thc i r
l " r$cs l  nuch as foL h l  ing . l ro fped thc, r
hrl,rs. 'Terchcr lrc n(,t n,tpsed to L.c nr rt
ior  thc mrucl r  t l ,cr ' rc  srLf to 'cJ to bc in  r t  t ! ,1
drc chi l . l rcn '  i ,  scnr imeni  that  sounds re. r '
sonrbLe cnoug| rntil we remernbcr thrt crcn
rhc m," t ,1 t . , ls t ic  tcrchcs l iarc bccn knotrn
t , '  proJucc chi ldren,  rnd thet  tcrchers 'ch i l -
JLen huc l rccr  knosn r<,  eat .  Str l l , , ,nc can
rhnosr hcar thc :rlrrrlcrtJ t,nc" of unLcqutted
l,r c ur thc voices oi those rlic' rvrstiulll recaLL
thc Jr-rs 'stren a tcachcr i'rs .espcctcJ" and
*r l ,hr ' r  ha 'e knorn q l ia t  to  L lo * i th  eny-
thurg o c ' r 's  rs  r  doLhL L i lL ,  not  i f  vou taped

() l , (c  rsr lD dr . re 's  r  coDr!J ic t ion Lurk ing
un, lcr  rhc rhctor ic .  i rh ich rcvcr ls  r  cu lnrra l
cont , r r l lc r rn rs  re l l .  Tcrchc. \ . rc  i lnr  rc"eni -
cJ Jo drcir aLtNtru. rtJ ,le Joes nor lurc tcr
l lnk r . .  t :u  io f  ex lnrp lcs. i  rbe resentmcnt .  I
rememl.er  s i r t ing ncxt  t ( )  )  i i rh t r  r i  Town
\lrcrin! sllr tri hi5 Lrr.ir) ol gfielanccs rgnhn
Leacher clrccl r nh Lhls, The; teach kicls not
tL, so,t " It lrs r liarJrvorklrg Dan qlN sanl
r l , r .  whrr  I  thn[  Lrc n,onr  ras:  "T l iey tcach
ki . l :  dut  drc,c . ,c  orher  rhngs in  l i f .  |d \ iJ . r
irork, thrt is, bcs(lcs $ork J.nc i;r rJtclrer." I
rccr l l  rnr thcL l r t l  r ,L ,  r l t  hadworkrng but
rith the rJJcLl pcrspcrile oi henis r tc.rchcls
hr  s l .anJ,  r io  garc is  h is  exfLamndr ior  rhe
l , l l l r r . o n r r o r . h v  s u r h r n J i n g  r  g l r i d a n c e
counsek,L rt hs school, "l thnk pcoplc rescnt

It ra: r lrrrrk rhrr stLuck lione, n part L.c-
crrse honic fc , ,  ne is  r  har . lscraLhlc 1 l , ,cc

q *lic[ rx,ritcd .l]eD in .heir na

tn e honc. ,4.s soon as $c pioneer
ruchd ttu pla.c \'hidr is to sere
hn. for x roacat. hc iilG a tiv
tr€s md builds a log-hors. Nodr
in8canoafiran rc niscr$lc is
pccthM th.sc nohtcd dn€llines
-l'h. 

rav.Ucr $h. approrches one
df th.d tovdds ni8ltfall F6 the
nickeroathc hcrdfl anre th.uBh
thc c[n*s n] rhc \ als: dd at nighr,
iirhr* d riscs. he hears rhe un
olbough shr[e to iod ,io.
'Who$ulil 

not srppose rhar thh
poor hlris thc arium orrudene$
xn.l ig.orarce? Yet no sort ot com

tdson can be dra{n behrccn the
pion..r and the drvelling*hich
shckcs hin Everthi.g rbout
hnn n lnimidr andvild, but h.
n hr.L.lath. resrlt ofthe labor
md cxperierc€ oaeight$n r.n-
tu r ies .  Hc  {c rB tho  dross  ind
spcaks rhe lin8uage oaciti.sihc
is rcqraintednith dr prr, .un-
ous.bout thc lniur. dnd rcrdl
lor i.gunrcnr uton thc trcscnti
hc is, in sion- a highlv.ivil,z.d
bcing.vhoco.srnBntrrtnft to
inhxbir nr. h.clwoods, and Nho
peneFatc! into thc lil.ls ofthc
N..{ wonJ $ith dr B1ble, dr rxe,
rnd $nre neerpxpcrs. Ir is ditfi
clt to imrginc thc i..rcdiblc ra
piditr {nh vhich thought .ir.t-
lares ifl the mil$ oarhcscdcseds.
I do nor thinkthat so nuch in
tuUr.bd xctility ai*s in rhe nro{

enl,ghte.e,Lirl popolousdisticG

-^LExrs D|r I ocariEvrllr
Dcnoc.acv in Aneri.r

(r8rr ,1o)



whce many people have led very hatd lives. In
rheir eyes, .eache6 nake children unfrt to live
in a world whe.e suwival belongs to the rough-
est. Special educarion, cooperative leaming,
second chances-even art and music-are"[ne fot sone," but what have such things to
do with real life as these people have known ir?
And if all this coddline is indeed valuable, does
rhar mean rhat a hard life is
not? I'tn told there's a Sicil-
ian proverb that says, "k\ a
foolish man who educates
his children so they can de-
spise him." lt's a foolish man
who doesn\ see that fear at
the root of neatly everything

we might  ca l l
reactionarv.

v
leople are sa,d to hate
change, even though in our
society policical change, at
least, is supposed to come
about by the wi l l  of  the
people. I imagine chat for
many of then hating reach-
ers cornes down to rhe same
thing. \Yy'henever our society
changes, or rv ishes to
change, or pretends rhar it
wishes to change, schools
and teachers are enlisted in
the cause. If we decide that
cyberspace is dre place ro go,
we stan by sending the sec-
ond grade. If we corne to fear
riat norality is going to hell in a handbasker,
we draw up a cuniculum of 'lalues-based" edu-
cat ion. No teacher can hear ehe phrase
"launching a new initiarive" withour knowing
that the launching pad is going ro be located
on top of his desk.

If we oppose a given chmge, we may be in,
clined to disdain rhe teacher who carries it for-
ward, though in many cases this amounrs ro
hearing bad news and killins rhe messenger.
Our chagri. can come not only from the
change itself but {iom the sense of having ro
subsidize our olln obsolescence. We shall never
require a sign ourside a school building thar
reads youR TAx DoLLARS AT v/oM; people {eel
them ar work, no less than the workings of
their own bowels, which is why, in times of un-
settling social change and political insecuriry,
citizeru will sometimes descend wirh merciless
indignation on a school budger. The {rst thtng
we do, leCs kill all the special programs. I have
even heard people say, "lt's the one thing leit
that I have some control over."

But schools have not only been placed in

Unri'Ld (Da[ s5) by Oit Rafilulie $ul c,11.ry, Ne{ York City
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the vanguard of change; they have in many
ways been used to conta in and min imi?e
change. So if, for iruance, we wanr to contin-
ue to practice de facro racial segregarion, we
can pretend orherwise by busing children be-
tween Ecially honogeneous schools. If we are
content to see the gap berween rich and poor
grow wider every year, but wish to seem more

"compassionate," we can rry to establish some
semblance of equity in rhe funding of public
education. Ostensibly, our guiding principle
here is that the frnt step in changing sociery loi
the better is changing schools.

That is a fairly sound suiding principle
provided rhat the frst step doesn't wind up be-
ing the only step. Schools can indeed be betrer
places than the conmuiti€s thac flrstain rhem,
but never much better, ahd never b€rter for
long. In |he end, we can only change the world
by changing the world. When sonething hap-
pens in a schoolyad to remind us of this, some-
thing awful and sad, we lash our ar 'the reach-
ers" and "the schools." They wert supposed ro
be making the world a better place, or at least

rnaintaining rhe illusion rhar we
wanred th€m to.

v
I ublic scbools embody ou. democraric prin-
ciples and contradicdons better than any oth-
er institution we know. ln schools we behold
our own spitting image as a people who value
eqtrality but crave excellence, who live for rhe

tssAY 4l



v,und. r\ tcalnc o. cduc"iion.
acoN.nrionfor cduc.tion, a l€.

turc,ry$em,aatedsts thdight

trallsis and acertainlarv ngof
ths jaws.vearc notd.ounecd

Nhcn thc l"{ toucLs it widl ns tu-

8e6, E/ucation shorld be as broad
as nan. . . . Thc imagination nun
bceldrs€d Whlalways o6r on

thc surf,ce ind never opcn the i.-
terioroaNature, not bI s.ien..,
!ti.h is turfacc *iU, bur by petry?
Is not thc va$an elenenrof rne

nri.d? Iet vhat tea.hing, wlrat
bo.k ofthis dal,pperls to thc

Nays on rhc clock. rnd tweniy
ch$es. re  !o  bc  d . r l tw i th  bc-
f.rc thc day is done. Ecsides, hos

can hc plead hins.la$ith gcrius,

andtukrmodcrvn tue lAs ! re
prcporhon of roguc and duncc
finds irs qat intd.vcry schdol
Dd requnes a cruel \hare of timc,
dd dr gende teacher, s{o sisncd

to bc a Providc.ce toFnth, is
grown amartinot, sorcfith sus
picions: knos6 d mucn vice N
the judsc ofa poli.c coft, dr,l
hn lovc oflearning G lor in the
tuutin. ofgramn s md book3

I coraes nvsclfrtt.rlyat a
lo* in sugg.sing paiticular rc
tirrm! in onr vrvs oftcrchirg. No
dnclciion rhd .m be lodged {ith

a  s .hoo l -conn i i tee ,  v i th  the
overees o. r'isito* ol s acade-
q,of acollcle, can at 3ll alail to

leach th.sc difticultles and per
plcxiries, but thel v,hr thcn-

selveswhcn*cleave in{iutions
andaddress individoals. . . . I ad
vsc tcacbeA to che;sh hothcF
vi. I a$mc $at ton will Lep the
gr.nnar, reading. *'ritlng and
arirhncoc in orderi t is edy dd

ofcolrse yon will� Blt snuggle in

rlitdccontr lod wit,linq, inag-
inxtio\ thouglt.,. Nobodlshall

be disorderly, or lcNe his desk
*nhourtemrniion, bnt ial boy
run! arom hn bcnch, or a gi'1, bc

c.use the 6re aalls, or to chcck
$ne id0r ih{ . litde dn6d h

inlidinS behind his dcsk on sone
hclple$ slferer, talc a$2y the
nedzlfronihehe oathecla$
mdgie iton t6. ituht ro drc bm€
r$uer llachild hx0pcns to sho$
thlt bc tnows any fact abolr a'
trononl, orplans. or bnds, o.
tucks, or hntofl, that inr..esrr

hin rndvou, hush all the cl.sse\
dnd cncourrge him to tcll jr so
rhrtdl nxt hear.'fhenFuh2rt
nnde)our school-r.om likc the

''lrlu."tiot

(cr.ars4o)

mment hn L.ct rn tIc iirnre, rvlio cspousc r1'
r [ isnr  l .u t  cstccn]  sc l t ' r t l i incr ,  rv l io  snccrc l l
I t l ic rc  ur  c lurgc b, , r  l ,Lsr .s  s iDcerel -v  r lorhr
rhr t  chrngt  Ni l l  dr  rhem rnr  gooJ.  Whcthcr
Ne cr l l  thesc c lnrra l l rcL i , ' rs  s .h i r ) r l i rcn i i  or
. f . r r i r .  tcnstrD,  l rcr r t t  o t  rg l iness,  rv i l l  dc-
penJ on r l ,e  e ie o l  the bthoklcr .  Publcsch,r , l
rcrchcrs thcnscl rc '  ! rc  n.  1.ss aD c tbdi -
ncnt  ot  tbc " r , r t  crmtnr l ic i ions,  r fsr .s ,n rhe
L.r 'e .1cst  "c ' ,s .  r l l  rercheLs cmboJy dre sul , -
jcc i "  t lu t  (hr \  r r i .h .  Ai  l . r5 t  rh. .u.c  ueN'
ral.Lc onrs Jo. Thnk ol it nnehme, lcx. i\'lr.
S i lycrsrc in d i .h ' r  terc l i  v , ,u  mat l , r  hc oai
nrr th,  l lcshcJ out  ur  i ts  angular  g l ry .  Al l  , r f
rhi\ is to s^\ rtiir ihc bcst rc:rcbing !s incarnd-
r ionr l .  Tcx.h in!  is  rhe u! r l - thc L i \ i . ,  fh t
f , r m r h ,  a n J . v r n  t h c  C o t r s t i r , i l i o n  o t  i h e
L i n l t c J  S r a r e s  m r d c  i l c . h  r r J  d L v e l l i n g

Thc l , , r r r -oJJ lcars t i r r t  I  l iavL: .1,cot  in
sc l  ool  rLe not  lnL ikc thc i ( , . r ) -e ighr  fears I
h i \e  s fenr  n i  m\  hol r ,  r  nr i \  ( ,1  f lnr  rnJ f .1 . ! '
n,rc u Nhich dic flul lus penufs l.een norc
nt tnse but  the p lot rc  nte
nthenr ia l .  anr l ,  rn innt  \ i l  l  can ' t  cntLLclv
cxplan, n,Lc' truc. Ar rne lerel ii {Ns nrDt
i i r l ing rh i r  NI  modicr  sr ,nt  me of f  tL ,  school
rhrt nrnrrg. url cvtrr ftrnin!:, l.t hanJne
mc n\' luneh, r il 1,, \r) rhxi fic prn of "re
drat leaur r onc with the fir ihrr cat', evcn
i f  on ccr t r rn Nmlngs i r  ras a lso onc wi t l i  thc
paLt fiat pukcs. lo contLast, tlic ft1.l.eln of
t l ie  toy I  qrs r r  s ix ,  p l r lnrg rm,ng thc t r r rh-
stoncs whcn 1,1, , ' 'ght  t , ,  hrvc L.ccn at  "ch,rn,
i rJunt i  r l i  s  \ f is l ,  ior  J iseml.odrnrcnr .  I t  is  the
r is i ln  { ) i r  snosr ic  he! ! .D,  nr  NLi .h rht  rh!n-
c j r r tcJ s f i r i rs  . i  rh .  c lc . t  r 'e  l roni  rhe conip l r
crhonr ot rh. llesh, not n r .cw h.J! I'rLr nr

Thc srme can l.c "rrl lo, n,rnv of the pLcs'
cnr  in l t l1r1 i les ro JrNDish.rJ ic . r l l r  rhe sc. fc
o i  pr f , l lc  e,1, ,cr t t r  in  An(r ic . ,  i f  n . t  n)  ahi l -
j '1 ,  , r  i l r ( , !c th. r  Thc utop,ar  school .  t l ie  cy '
l .e-school ,  thc roucl ,s+nhsiJ i : t 'd  school ,  t l ,c
sch,n l  o i  'school  chol* ,  , r l l  rcJrLcc tL,  a fan-
r r " \  o l  \ ) . i r l  lnJ fo l l t i . i l  mnscendenct  rn
a t t e m p t  t o  s r L l c " t c l  r h e  c o n r r a l i c t i o n s  ( , 1

d e m o c r r q ,  t h c  ( r u c L  l ( , k e s  o f  s e n c t i c . ,  t b c
mrclu lokcs ofcLas,  a, rL l  thc Jrrker  sr le  of r l , '
v*s i r1.  1f  s  e can l I t  l i r i l  rhe r isht  snosis ,  v ,n l
see.  thc scc,cr  t r rh i { ,  rJ lcr i rnr l  cDl iehr tn-
mtnt ,  qc s l ia lL . iL  lxsr  l .e  rb le t r '  $cr l  t l ,e  h lenr-
ished,  pLick l l  skrn rn the bo( l r  fo l i r ic .nJ l i \c
rs  rncntumhcre, l  s t i r i rs  l idr  h i r l .s  rL lJ  or
nc is  or  $ l i ichc\c gouen n is tnrmcnt  hest  rc-
coq.enies thc rp l r r l r i r te  l i festy lc  cholcc.  l t
m a l  s o u n J  L r k r  r  r c r u r n  t o  E J c n ,  l i l c  t h e
Dr i f rcu l (Ns rc t . "x l  ( , i  sLrme rr rcvcsih lc  i i l l ,
hr t  mr lc  nr  n is t rLc;  r t  $  t l rc  cr l ,L i \ r lcnr  of  !

0J31' t r

thxr this reord lducrio.
has so.old, so hopele\r l

Alas for the cripple lra(icc
vhen ir s.cks to cone up vith tne
bnd Thcory, which tucs bcrore it.

Tryrour dcsign on thc b6i rhool
Thc scholas ale of all "gcs dnd
Enpurmcns .nd capacitics. It
n dif6cult to cl6s rhcm, s,nc rc
kx, /o&9, sonc .rc slow, some

FNeF. lnh quiru e much c.F
sidenrion, thar thc n mi.glope
ofthc rcacher, of, dat oalove md
prcg..s, is oftefl closd at *nnrg
b)' despair. Eachsingle case, rhe
m6r. it is considered,sbows mor.
b bo d.tui md thc $!ict condnioN
of rhehou6,.n.nesidc, rndrhe
trnmber oftasks, on thc oth.r.
Whatm! becomes of od m.thc{,
thc .ondh ions  sand tu* , -s ix
hos, md thiB, ift-v, or a hundcd
and fifg. pupils. Soncrhing nu$
b. donr, and donc spccdily, and
in this d'*E$ ihe wis$ d. tdnpc
cd to.dopt violenr n.ds, topro-
.ldn nar.ial l&, corpall prn-

irbn nt, mc.bmical dnrgehent.
bnbe! spies, vrath, mi. src'rgdr
and ignora.ce, in licu of thltvise
ge.ialprovn[ntidinluo&c thev
had hopcd, .nd yet ndpc rtsomc
tuturc day to adott. Olcou6c ihc

derotion to dctaih rcac6 iniuri

ously on tfu tcacher. He c&(tr
indulgc hnBeniu!, he elror de
Iight in persoral rchti.ni lith
yourg liicnds, {hen hn ryc * ll

rvish f,r Lloth.
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