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Preliminqry Chopter: Becoming
Fomiliqr with the Profession qnd
Expectotions for Longuoge Teochers

his preLiflin.rn chapier r,rLro.luces the lircign languagc Profession bv describing

its st.ucture or "arciritectufe" aod by presenthll expectations lbf teachers in ternt

of standards rha! luve been d€veloPecL for texchcr candictates. beginning teachers'

.rn(l rccomplished teachers of foreign l.rnguages. As you oiplore this chapter, vou \1ill

n'xnt to risir thc 'Ieacher's HanLlbaokweb site, \\'here indicated, in order to irccess Lbe

links to proltssioml organizarions llnd slan.lalds docunlents At fie enct of dre chaPier
you will be asked to complete a se.ies of tasks in which you will consult these \veb sites

to find specific infbrmxrion abou! thc organizations, coniefenccs. xnd teacher stan.lards

In lhis chapler, you a'ill be innoduced Io:

r kq narjonrl nicmbership o'gxnizatro s

impofixnt Io dre proicssion

. nadonal largu.rge specilic o.gtrnizrft)ns

I organizetions th.rt proljde v.rllrxble

profession.rl resourccs xn.l supPoft

r 'cg'olrxl lrnguage conlc'ences

Investigole qnd Reflect Leorning AboLi Your Notiono I lo ng uoge-Specrfic Ogonizoiion

o1d /our sro'e lorguogF As'o 'o ion Leo n;'9 aboul Your (egiono lorg oge eonrel

ence;  'or r ior" , i - { 'o  .e l l  W" ioeig-  Lono"oqe oe.o ' '  Conpo i '9  leocher

Siondords Acoss the Coreer Conlinuum

In rcccm yeaN, thc lbteign lanlluige field lr2s made grext sl.idcs n1 .rchiel-ing a level

of p.olessional sErtlrs Lltrt €nrbles us to play an incrcisingly m()rc Prominent fttc in edu

cxtidul anct legislatile cifcles. Profcssional organizations havc collabomled $ith one

xndhe. xs never before in orclef to set professional go:rls, esrablish Policies' an'l offer

their consliluents valuable suppofi xnd assistance 'History n'iLl mnfk the Past five years as

a pivol2l tine pedod nr bteign langlr.rge education as our proiession crme l()gether to

xrticulate its expectations for language lerchers in terms of slancla.ds for lea'hef cxndi-

datcs, beginning terche$, xnd morc accoDPlished teachers

ARCHITECTURC OF THE PROFESSION2

This section presenls importani informaiion abolrl the oryanizalions xnd endeavors that

constirlrlc the archjtectLrre of ou. profession. The information described herc is sunrma_

nzed from tlrat whlch appears on rhe \Veb sjt€ for eich organizatlon On rhe Te.tcber's

r youf statc language association

r ker prolessbnal joufnals

r thc conrinuum ol lbreign

hnguxgc tcacher standercls:

NC]\I']]. IN'I]{SC. NBPTS
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Handboak web cne. you will find link, ro ea, h or rhe.e s,re5. n hi.h you car ac, e* roacquire additional informarion and updares. you will notice throughour rh. .h;p;;; ;;u5e or r_n'|.nber o[ a(ron\,m). Consuk our Veb srle tor a lisr ot ker ".ro""_.'.. ;;oecorre tamrtrar wirh ttle rrchne( tu,e of de prolession.

Key Notionol Membership Orgonizotrons

Mltrt. Founded in 1883, the Modern Langur8e Associrnon !ML{l promores txe studyand teaching of language and rirerature and off€rs opponu.uies fo.r! members ro sharerheir scholarty lirerary ffndings and teaching erp..i.n.." *itt, .ott.^gues. compr;sed ofover 30,000 members in i00 countries, ML{ hosts an annua co""enti"on ,no omer meetings, works wirh relared organizaiions, xncl majnrains one of rhe finest publishing pro_grall]s jn rhe humaniries. rrs involvement with foreiCn language teaching ana teimingspecifically is evidenced by i6 role in rhe creatio, "f-.,rl.. i.y-"re^;ir;i,.r"

ACTFL The narionai umbrella organization for rhe foreign languaae teachjng prolessionls rne American Council on rhe Teaching of Foreign I_anguages iaCTFr), foun.led jn 1967by rlle ieadership of the MLA ro adctress issues J,.".r,i, p'..p"*-,," l"rsuase nstruc_

Iorergn r.nguage srrd) Jnd rhe dev€ropment of resrs fof use in corlegcs. unrversrries, andsecondary schools (Hancock & Scebold, 2000)
- ACTFL is dre only narional organizalion dedjcxted to lhe impro\ement an.texpansionof rhe reaching and rearning of alr languages ar aI revets of iristruction. .rr,. mission ofACTFT_ js to p.omore and fosrerrhe study o1foreign languages ancl ..ulr.,." ," on ,",.gra,component or A.meican educaton and society. It js an indiviclual membersnrp oryamzarion of currenrry mofe than 7,000 ianguage educators ancl aarninisrraors rro* .re,r,.,]r",ysctloot tl ough graduare levets.of education, as wel "" g..,,.."ln."; ancr ,ncrusny. l,eorganization focuses on issues rhai are criticat ro the gro;th of borh rhe profession andind-ivl.lual ieacher ACTFL publshes rhe rciereed jor""it r",",g, t rg"re" Annats, whichincludes a member ne\,",s se.Lon rhar ferrures rep",t" on ,rcint ,ln, it,.s ancr narronalnews on jssues of imponance to foreign languag€ educa.ors. In addition to sponsoring anannuat conference, rhe organizrrron offers mr nt professional developmenr workshops forts m€mbers dealing wirh a wide range of ropics. such as oral protrcrency tesnng, srandards_based insrruction and curriculum development, p.Xo._r".._0.".a .uif,.n!c assessment,and secondtanguage research.

ADFL. The Associarion of Depr nmenrs of Eorergn Langurges TADFL/ lvas estatrtished ini969 also under the auspices of rhe MLA ro add,i* ,r.,Jprir""",.""i."ncerns or adminisrrarors from foreign language.teprnmenrs ar rwo, rnd four )ear colleges and universi,t ieq Mernber deprr iment,  rr€ represenred by Inetr ,  "r i r .  o,  f . r . r . r" .  ,  f ,o- |nry In rurn gmn,
:1"^-pj:f9:".:f T.-bership to $eir faculry and sraduate srudenrs. rhe ADFI;uts

;"#lffi ilTffi Hf,l":i1".;#T::: ffff .1ll t.i:jft f .:ffi.fl ,.:"',,19;exchange abour imponant issues rhrough irs sunm.. "._,rjr", v.C J., "".ljoumal, rh€
4DFr Bu etin, which publishes arrictes on schotarly and praciic"f *.ir.* ot ..n*rrl t.the profession an.l also contains news and information of inreresi to rfrJprofession.

Stare Ianguage Assoctartons., Under ACTFL,S umbreila are thc srate language assocla,rions. To obtain information abour your stare association, see the Teacbirs aandbookWeb sire for a link to foreign tanguage srare associations.

2 Preliminary chapre. Becoming Fomilior wiih $e profes!ion dnd Expecrations for tonguoge Teocheru
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A L . q o r k i n g i l  . o r l 3 l , o r J  i o n  w i l  { r  r '  d F r l  e  n r ( i o n J l  , r s ' J s e t t e  i  o r q r n

zations, n4ich include:

I American Association of Teache.s ofArabic (A-{TA)

. Americafl Association of Teachers of French (AATF)

r American Association of Teachers oi Cerman (AAIG)

I American Association of Teachers of Italian (AATI)

r American Association of Teachers of siavic and East European Languages (AATSEEL)

I Amedcan Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese (AATSP)

r American Classical league (ACL)
r American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR)

r chinese Language Association of Secondary-Elementary (CLASS) and Chinese Lan
guage Teache$ Association (CLTA)

. National Council ofJapanese Languxge Teachers (NCJLT) and Associarion of teach-
ers ofJapanese (ArJ)

r American Association of Teachers of Korean (AATK)

r American Association of Teachers of Turkic Languages (AATT)

I African languages Teachers Association (ArTA)

r counci l  ofTe,chers ofsoudrersr Ana Lr.gurge\ 'LOIStAL)

r North American Association for Celtic Language Teachers (NA-ACLT)

r Inrernational Associatlon of Teachers of Czech (formerly the North American Asso
ciation of Teachers of Czech) (IATC-NAATC)

r National Association of Professors of Hebrew (NAIH)

r Noffr'egian Teachers Association of Nonh America (NORTANA)

r South Asian Language Teachers Association (SALTA)

Some of these associations also have local chaplers within the states

TESOL. TESOL-Teacbers of English to SPeakers of Orher Languages-is an acronvm

that refers !o both fie field itself and the professional association.J The field of teaching

English to speakers of othef languages is a Professional endervor that €quires specirlized

tmrning. TESOI differs ffom teaching English to native speakers of English, since irs pri-

mary focus is on teaching non_natives to communicate in Engllsh and understand cultLrra_
pEctices of English-speakjng conrmunitles. English as a second language (ESL) educators

teach n1 counuies where English is rhe dominanr language, such as Ausllxlia, Canada,
Englafld, and the United States. Eflgiish as a foreign language (EFL) educ.rrors teach in

couniries wherc English is spoken only as a foreign language, such as Jlpan and Saudi

ln Englisir speaking countries, ESL teachers work wirh immigants and refugees at all
levels of the education system, including in adulr education in community colleSes and

cornmuniry-based prograrns. In higher education settings, they work with international

students in inlensive and semi-intensive English language programs There has been an
increasing interest in the specialized area of English for specific purPoses (ESP)' which
focuses on language skills requned for academic field.s (e g , engineering, medicine' com-
puler science) as weli as business and vocational fields, and in tire area of English for Aca-
demic Purposes (EAl), which prepares students to use English in their academic pu.suits

Founded in 1966, the professional organization, TESOL is headquafiered in Alexandriz'
Vnginia, and has approximately 14,000 memb€rs in over 120 countries lts mission is to
ensure exce ence in English language instruction to speakers of other languages.
TISOL values professionalism in language educarionr individual language rights; acces
sible, high-quality education collaboration in a global community; interaction of
research and reflective practce for educational improvement; and resPect for diversity

Archilecture of the Profession 3
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and multicutt,raiism TESoL,s pubricarions include a scholarly journar, , .rf;lj"!;t'and a pncticat magazine, Essentiat Teacber. TESOL f,"" ."".. ,r,o" ni".ty _Ja_ia. ,fAf_nrecl organizaLions rhat represenr 50,000 ESor professionals, ""a rr" ,i""", ."""."ri.nattracts 7,000 10,000 participants.

NNELL In 1987, th€ Narional Network for Eariy language Learning (NNE[) was cre-ated ro promore opporuniies for all chitdren to d.ra"f " iigl r."a ir l."rp*."* ,n ",teasr one language in addition to rheir own. NNElr proviaes leadership, iuppon, anoseMce ro those cornmitted ro e,rly lansuase learnr"g "ia _..dt",i." .-ff;"i" ,,,"t<" ,,rrguage l€arning in prosnms of high qualiry a realtfbr alt children. Nxeii " ,o*"a at!/ake For€st University in winston_Satem, NC, p "r,i"nu ,n p"r.-i t"",'i,g t rrg""g^,and holds irs annuat meerins arACrFL,s annuat c."f.**., i; "Ji;;.;"";,".*_s "."_sions at regjonal and srate conferences.

AAAI. Founded in 1977, the American Association for Apptied Linguisrics (tiAr) is aproressional orsanizarion of scholars who conaL,.t researct in the f;ld o; appried tin_gu'stics. A.d{I meftbers resea.chsecond,angr age ".q.,,"i,,." "d'"fi: ;;fl :"ffi i:,:[:i",,]:":;:f;: ::i;J$: H:H:and sryustics, language for special purposes, psycholinguis,i.., *.iri .rJ ro-,g. r""suase p€d:rsosy, ransuase assessment, 
"a.a L.g,^g iai.y ""a ;;;;i;.' "_""s ,,"manv scholarty xdiviri€s is its an.uai conference, wtictr ii recogniz.j narion"-tty rna in,".nxrjon.rlv tbr irs io deprtr symposia and worksrrops on key isiues i" "ppii".i rirg.i",.".

NABE. the Narional Association for Bilinguat Ectucation (NABE) is a nonpronr nalionatn1.'mberstrip organization foun<led in 1975 to acta-* ,lr. .a.*,il.,,r'r..a;., r""g*g.mlnorny srLr.tems jn rhe U.S. and ro sffenerhen th€ hnguage conpetencies and mujticultur.rl r.rndershnding of alt Americans. Locxred in Washin;ron, DC, NABE rs lhe onlypnfessional organizarion at rtre nadonat lcvet whory d.,.,"d-,.;:p;;;l;ln!l,o,n E.,gt;"r,lrangu.rge lezrn€rs and bilingual educarion professionats. NABE su;porrs rhJ edLrcation ofEnstish lansuase learners by providins professional a""a.p-iif-."ii"i"*",g *nrlorher civit righs and e<tucation o,?anizarions ro ensure rhat the needs of language mrnority ,studenrs are mer in every state, and robbying cons.."";;;fil;;;;;;i:;:" ,n", *_.Enalish tanguage tearners.

1",!9:. 9^1,.9, 
fte complirer Assisted Lansuage rnstrucrion consortiuxr, servesmembers in borh educarion and rechnology. .with 

an emphasis on rhe rot. oir..nno,ogyin languase reachins and tearnins, c,quco ;" o ."."gi,.a r,"-J"""i ir.".,,,'gno*.an.l teacter in compurer_assjsred le
speciar inrerest sroups, a".,.".,,iffiii"11'*truction 

cAllco sponsom publications'

f..11-.,*:-*,:," 
sisn rrneuase reachers Association (AsLrA) is a nationar orsan_rzarron or proressionars reJcbrng American sign Lancuace (Asr) and Deafstuaies ttrat ros_rers exchange of ideas among teache.s on best praiticis at the rocal, stao, ""0 ,',",,or"rlevels. ASITA was o.iginalty form€d as rhe Sigir instructors cuictance,lVe*ort irrCNl ,,,1975 as a branch of the National Association ;f ll]e O*f fr,rAnl. rf* ",i"si"" ot aSrra tro presen-e the intesrirv ofAsl and deaf curture. '''. e"*.,",t,'' i" ..-;""r;J ,o ."*r,mg that reachers ofAsl meer the highesr tevel of-prof"""ionof .o-p.i"n.. ,J"o*r"ag"and skill, improving the professionat.sratus of ASi ""a O."f S*ai* i.".n*", ""o O-motrng the teaching ofASL in ali tevels ofedu.arion

NAD. Ttre Nationaj Association of rhe Deaf (NAD) promotes, protects, and rx$cryesthe dsh.s and qualiry of life of .leaf ancl hard of h."G ;ilff";:il u'ii,"u ,,",.".
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\Vifi reDrescnlatives fiom each st.rte. the lollo\r'ing six rrers of focus have been identified
fo. current endeavors: Civil/L€gxl RiShrs, Educ.rtio /Hunran SeNices, langr''rge an.l Inter-
preting, MuldcultumyculNral, Teleconnnunicetions/Technolog) , and Youft/Leadership

RrD. Founded in 1964, fte Regisrry for I erpreters for the Deaf (RlD) works to provide

trahing, testing, and cefiifica on lbr new and Professional interPreters, as well as recom'
mendations for ethical pactices in interprering. The philosophv of RID is lhat effecdve
communicalion will be ensLrred by excellence in the deliv€ry oi intepretation and translil-

era on services among people who are deal or hafd of hearing, and people who are

hearing. Their mission is to provide inlernational, nadonal, fegional, state, and loc,il fora

and an organizational smrcture for the profession of interpreling and kansliteraing
American Sign l-anguage and English

NCOLCTL. The National Council of Less Coftronly Taught languages (NCOTCTT),

known as CouncilNer on the \veb, addresses the issue ofnational capacitv in the less com

monly raught hnguages (LCTLS) by facilitating communicalions among member organr
zations and with the governmental, private, heritage, and overseas sectors oflhe language
community. IIs ultimate goal is to increase the collecive impact of LCTL constituencies on
America's ability to communicate with peoples from all pans of the world

NAS[,P. The National Association of Sef'Instructional Language Programs (NASILP)

was established to foster self managed academic programs n the less-commonly taught

languages (LCTL5 ). Among the languages tyPically offered through NASILP are American

Sign I-anguage, Haitian-Creole, LaNian, Slovak, Apache, H€bfew, Lirhuanian, Slo\€nian'
Aribn. Hin,tr .  M,nuJrrr  (Chin(.e ' ,  5wahrl i ,  {  m.nrrn Hmor! Nonvegirn r$r ' l i .h.
cambodian (Khmer), Hungarian, Persian, Tagalog, cantonese, Indonesian, Polish, Teleglr,

Czech, Irish (Gaelic), PorrLrguese (Bmzilian), Thai, Dinish, Ilalinn, Quechua' Turkish,
Dutch, Japanese, Romanixn, Ukl:i.ixn, Finnish, Kazakh, Russixn. U.du, Korean, Serbo-
Croatian. Vietnamese, Lao, Siswati, Yotubi

NCSSFL andNADSFL There are trvo national associations for foreign LangLlag€ ad'nin-

isrrators. The Netional Council of State Supef iso$ ol Foreign Languages (NCSSFL) is an

oq.rnizadon ofeclucaiion agcncy personnel from all states of rhe United States who have

thc .esponsibility of foreign langlr:rge education at dre slare lcvcl The Natidul Associa
tion of Dist{ict Supeffisors of Foreign lenguages (NADSFL) pronotes exceLlence io for

eign language e.lucadon fo. aLl leameN ihrough Pralessional development oi foreigt
language supen$ors.

Orgonizolions/Resources Offering Voluoble Professionol Support

There a.e several organizations Lhar provide valuabl-' fesou.c€s, Professional develop
ment oppoftunities, and/or legislative and lobbying suppofi for the foreign language field

IINCLNCL$, Theloint National Comnittee for Languages (JNCL), located in'i(Ashinglon,
DC, was formed in 1976 as a vehicle for legislative and lobbying suppon for foreign lan- .
guages. In ttre eady 1980s, dre National Council on Languxges and Intemadonal Studies
(NCLIS) was created as rhe lobbying bnnch ofJNCl, after *-hich d:le name of the organiza
rion became JNCL NCIIS. The organization has non-profit status and is cunently comp.jsed
of over 60 organizations, united h rheir belief that al1 Americans must llave dre oppodunity
Io leam and use English and at least one other language. The staff ofJNCL-NCLIS monitors
and i.nuences legislation and federal prognms thai suppon many professional endeavors

Archibclure of the Prcfession 5
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reachers, administfuto$, rnct other protession;rls intcrcsled in hnguxge telching Cu ent

FLTEACH membership inchr(les colleagues fronr diversc insliturions rcross drc United

stares and around the vorld.

Regionol [onguoge Conferences

Tbe foreign language prof€ssion also has regional conferences, whose mission is to con-
ducr a yearly conference and orher prof€ssional developmenr opportunities for language
teachers in dre region:

r Cenrral States Conference on the Teaching of FoLeign ranguages (CSC)

r Noftheast Conference on rhe Teaching of Foreign Laoguages (NECTFL)

r Pxcific Norhwe$ Council on Foreign ranguages (PNCFL) (meets in conjunction
flifi a state's amrual meeting)

r Sourhem Confe.ence on Language 'ltaching (SCOLT)
r Soudlwest Confcrence on language Teaching (SVCOLT)

As a language teacher, you should become familiar wirh ACTFL and/or TESOL, vour
national language specilic organization, yolrr slate language association, your regional
language conference, and other resources that can assist you in your teaching and pro-

fessional deveLopment. You. local Seographical area should also hxve foreign langlage
collaboratives, local chaplers ol Lhe national language-specific o.gxrlizations, and otber
langlEge groups that offer oppoftunities fo. professional developmenr and netlvorking
wirh fellos pfofessionals.

Key Professionol Journols

The follon'ing ar€ sone prcmincm journals nr ihe fields of secon.l language ncquisition

and/or fo.cigr langrage tceching thar yo,.r $'ill lind helPful as vou engaee in thc nssign

m€nts pfesenlcd ii'lb.tclrer's Ll.ndbook ^nd as you .ontinue youf Prcltssional dcYelop'

ment as a language ieacher YoLr have seen thc names of sevefal of these journals in tlte

previoris section l(ev Naii('1al Membe$hip Organizations, xs mxnv :rre publishecl bv

national assocjalions. You Nill un.lotrbtedlv encountet orher journals, Paricular\' those

th.u rclare to the teaching of your sfecific langLtage.

The Cana.lian t'Ia.lern ILtlE age R@iat

Die UlbrncbbPtuxis
Forc iqn 1.1 118Lnge A17n.1t s

Langu.lge Leamnlg
Learning Langlnges
'Ihe 

llo.lern Lane aBeJ( |na|
Studies tu Secand Language Acquisltion
TES)L QLkuleru/Lssential Te.lcher

EXPECTATIONS FOR TANGUAGE TEACHERS: A CONTINUUM
OF TEACHER STANDARDS

g Fo. the first time in the histora ofour profession, there is an articulaled set ofexp€ctxtions
for language teachers at three key points across lheir teachjng career paths: teacher edu-
carion (NCAIE), initial teacher licensure (INIASC), and advanced professionai cefification
(NBPTS). These standards offer the fnmework for a professional dev€lopment continuum-
"a seamless system lhat takes leachers from the entry l€vel 1() the accomplished level ov€r

Expectoiions tor Lonsuoge Teochers: A Coniinuum ol Teocher stndords 7
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l. Ths similoriries ond differences beMeen rhe srore stdndords ond fie NCATE stondords in

eoch of rhe oreos obove.
2. The conrinuum of expocrorions ocross rhs NCATE, |NTASC, ond NBPTS sr,ondords wifi

respect tc he bocher's leveloforol proficiency ond cuhurotunderstonding.
Youf instrucior might hove you work in smoll groups on $is o$ignment.
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