£
i
i

0O F06c - [ )

Dr. Bill Fischer
FL 508
April 17, 2008

Politics in France / the United States
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Unit Timeframe:

One hour-long session, though could be expanded to either a several-week unit or an
entire course

Main idea:

My idea for a 60-minute CBI activity uses the Theme Based Model of CBI'. Iwould
base the session around the theme of Politics and Government. The students would
discover—through both outside research and then in-class activities—some of the main
values and common hot topics in the target culture’s government (in this case, France).
Through a series of activities they would compare this system to their own, and culminate
the class period in a final activity of a mock presidential election, where students would
represent either a past political figure or their own creation of an “ideal candidate”,
defending their political stance. They would create and support this stance with both
outside research on the culture and politics of the TC as well as previous in-class
discussion. The class would then discuss these various candidates and their merits, and
“elect” their ideal leader.

What would go into the “box”: newspaper articles; government documents
(information/documents on the EU & the French/American constitutions); a list of online
resources for research; lesson plan for the activity, photos of current French/American
presidents; campaign realia from France (posters, buttons, French voting ballots?)

! See Stephen Davies, Content Based Instruction in EFL Contexs. http:/liteslj.org/Articles/Davies-
CBl.html
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