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PASS Is Part of OUS Ad mis sion

Introduction
The PASS standards describe the level of knowledge and skills students need for successful entry into Oregon’s 
public universities. Because PASS aligns college preparation, entry, and placement with students’ attainment 
of standards in middle and high school, students can use it to track their progress and make informed decisions 
about how to develop the pro! ciency needed to succeed in higher education.  

The PASS standards provide evidence of pro! ciency that, when added to the four existing requirements for OUS 
admission (high school graduation, subject area requirements, GPA, and SAT or ACT), paint a comprehensive 
picture of student preparation. Currently, PASS information may give applicants advantages such as increased 
competitiveness for scholarships, advanced class placement, and entry into limited-enrollment programs. See 
each OUS campus’s speci! c application for details on standards and pro! ciency.

Aligning Undergraduate Admission with K-12 Student Learning 
Oregon is already seeing positive outcomes as the result of its pioneering work in aligning K-12 standards and 
assessments with OUS expectations for student admission, as directed 
by the Joint Boards of Education. 

As reported to both Boards and the legislature in 2003, The First Year 
Study – based on data from more than 6,000 OUS freshmen and 10,000 
community college students – found that students who met benchmarked 
standards in high school were more likely to attain academic success 
in their ! rst year of college than those who did not. Subsequent data 
from The First Year Study con! rms these results with even stronger 
correlations. 
 
The Joint Boards of Education has been tasked by the Governor with 
creating a Uni! ed Education Enterprise (UEE), building a student-centered pipeline that maximizes educational 
opportunity for all Oregon students. In partnership with ODE and the Department of Community Colleges and 
Work Force Development (CCWD), OUS is examining the current framework of standards and assessments 
to close the gap between high school exit expectations and the pro! ciency needed to take the next step into 
postsecondary education.  

To implement the UEE fully, Oregon’s high schools and postsecondary institutions need improved student data 
connections. Much progress has been made in the past three years toward the design and implementation of 
an electronic K-16 Integrated Data-Transfer System (IDTS). The ODE, CCWD, and OUS are collaborating in 
constructing the system, with funding from the Oregon legislature. When the system is in place, student ap-
plicants will be able, through their high schools, to send OUS and community colleges a more comprehensive 
set of information about their performance for use in admission and placement. 
 
Even with the targeted completion schedule for the data-transfer system, statewide implementation is still 
unlikely to be complete for all high schools and students by fall 2007. Therefore, students applying in 2007 
are encouraged, but not required, to include evidence of pro! ciency, if it is available to them, to complement 
undergraduate admission requirements. Evidence of pro! ciency may include scores from state assessments, 
national assessments, and teacher-veri! ed PASS information. 



Pro ciency-based Admission Standards System4

PASS Assessment

Teachers can use any of three methods for assessing PASS profi ciency. 

1. PASS Teacher Veri cation (PTV). Teachers are the best source of in for ma tion about 
student performance. PTV allows teachers and students to work together to gen er ate a col-
 lec tion of evidence over time that targets speci! c academic standards. PTV is usually the 
most ac ces si ble way for students to meet the PASS standards. The PASS website, PASS on-
line training, and the PASS Guides to each content area contain spe ci!  c in for ma tion about 
PTV. One-day train ing ses sions are avail able around the state through regional ESDs. To 
sched ule a train ing, an ESD can call PASS at (800) 961-7277. The Events section of the 
PASS website lists sessions as they are sched uled.

2. Speci c scores from national tests – such as the Advanced Placement, SAT II, ACT, 
In ter na tion al Baccalaureate, and second-language pro !  cien cy tests – can con trib ute to the 
de ter mi na tion of PASS pro !  cien cy. See the Assessment Guidelines on page 24 for details.

3. State tests and CIM requirements. The Oregon Department of Education and OUS have 
collaborated to design the Juried As sess ment Process, which offers reciprocal agree ments for 
as sess ing CIM and PASS. Meeting or exceeding the state assessments can be used to meet 

several of the PASS standards. For ex am ple, 
meet ing CIM math problem-solving require-
ments also meets PASS Mathematics Stan dard 
A. Students can also use PASS to meet some 
state assessments, or meet CIM through des ig -
nat ed PASS stan dards. (See “Re cip ro cal Assess-
ment Agreements" on page 25 for de tails.)

PASS offers resources and trainings 
for teach ers.

PASS assessment builds on practices currently 
used by teachers to evaluate stu dent per for -
mance. Additional train ing is required for teach-

ers who want to assess PASS col lec tions of student work via PASS Teacher Veri! cation 
(PTV). Teach ers can become “PASS trained” by 1) completing online training, along with 
a "veri! cation test," at pass.ous.edu/training; 2) at tend ing one of the training ses sions PASS 
offers through ESDs; or 3) through the de part mental validation pro cess. 

The PASS website contains several resources for teach ers, including example collections 
of student work at vary ing levels of pro! ciency, self-paced tu to ri als on judging student 
col lec tions, classroom re sourc es that enhance standards-based teaching, PDFs of PASS 
publications, and dates for scheduled train ing sessions at ESDs. 
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Foundation

PASS Ratings

The PASS English Standards 
A.  Write for Varied Purposes*         !*

B.  Read from a Variety of Literary Genres and Periods                  ! 

C.  Interpret Literary Works                                 !"

D.  Conduct Inquiry and Research  " " !"""""

E.  Analyze Relationships of the Humanities " """""""""""""""""" " !"

F.  Communicate and Analyze in Oral, Visual,

           and Written Forms                        ! 
 

PASS Rating

(E) Exemplary* The col lec tion dem on strates an exemplary mastery of the standard and exhibits exceptional 
intellectual maturity or unique thinking, methods, or tal ents.  

The col lec tion dem on strates mastery of the standard at a level higher than entry-level college 
coursework.

(H) Highly 
profi cient*

(W) Work ing 
toward the 
standard

The collection approaches readiness for entry-level college coursework. The level of per for -
mance may be improved by:
• providing a broader variety of opportunities and con di tions of as sess ment;
• providing suffi cient evidence to address the range of criteria for the standard;
• enrolling in more classes that target this standard.

The collection demonstrates that the student is prepared for entry-level college coursework. 
(This is the level of profi ciency that the majority of admitted students will achieve.)

(M) Meets the 
standard

        *requires external verifi cation

Description

The col lec tion con tains ev i dence that the student is not prepared to do entry-level college 
coursework. 

(N) Not meeting 
the standard  

Students receive a rating for each PASS standard. There are ! ve possible ratings:

* may be met by exceeding CIM requirements

College Prep

Foundation, College Prep, and Specialized Standards

There are three types of PASS standards: foundation, college prep, and specialized. OUS ap pli cants 
who want to use the PASS standards to meet the OUS re quire ment of completing four units (a unit 
is equal to one year) of English must meet all the foun da tion and college-prep PASS standards in 
English. Meeting the specialized stan dards is rec om mend ed for scholarships, class placement, and 
college credit.

Specialized
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PASS uses three assessment methods: PASS teacher ver i !  ca tion (PTV), state tests and work-sample re quire ments, 
and na tion al tests. PTV is the pre ferred meth od for most PASS standards because it creates the closest link be tween 
in struc tion and as sess ment and is the best measure of a stu dent’s true ability. 
A teacher veri! es pro! ciency by judging a collection of stu dent work. This “col lec tion of ev i dence” contains ex-
 am ples of work that have been as sem bled by the stu dent and teacher over time in one or more classes. Ev i dence 
may in clude state-required work samples, class room as sign ments and tasks, teacher-made tests, projects, exams, 
and quiz zes. In di vid u al work samples – or, in some cases, entire col lec tions – may be used as evidence for more 
than one stan dard.
Making a Summary Judg ment
Teacher veri! cation uses the same two steps for all PASS stan dards.
Step 1: Consider suf   cien cy and pro   cien cy 
Because suf! ciency and pro! ciency are interrelated, it’s im por tant to 
determine both before you make a sum ma ry judg ment. For each stan-
 dard the col lec tion addresses, re ac quaint yourself with the de scrip tions 
of pro! cient per for mance in the Scoring Guide and with the stan dard’s 
Suf !  cien cy Guide lines. 

A !"#!$%&'()$collection contains enough evidence to serve as the basis 
for reliable scoring. The evidence also ad dress es the range of criteria 
described in the standard’s Scor ing Guide and in cludes work col lect ed under varied op por tu ni ties and conditions, 
including some in-class, on-de mand work as well as independent projects.

To determine suf! ciency, consider the three bulleted ques tions at the top of the next page. Also, be sure to$carefully 
examine the de scrip tions of suf   cien cy for each stan dard on its Suf! ciency Guide lines page. These were writ ten 
by ex pe ri enced PASS teachers and list what a col lec tion should or must include. Many col lec tions that con tain pro !  -
cient work receive a score of W be cause they do not include suf !  cient evidence – for example, a piece of on-de mand 
work to sup ple ment the out-of-class work.

*+,!$%&'(%-$de nes student learning in terms of the lev el and depth of knowl edge and skills. To determine pro !  -
cien cy, you don’t need to rate each piece in the col lec tion; a sum ma ry judg ment is a holistic rating of a col lec tion, not 
an av er ag ing of its pieces. Some of the standard’s criteria may be more crucial than others; refer to the Suf! ciency 
Guide lines page for a listing of the relative im por tance of each cri te ria. 

You may infer pro !  cien cy about some cri te ria that the col lec tion does not spe ci!   cal ly address. The key is to re mem ber 
that the over all level of work must convince an ob jec tive scorer that the student would per form at the same lev el 
in sim i lar settings and on related criteria. 

Step 2: Assign a summary judgment score
When you give a sum ma ry judgment score, you’re as sess ing the de gree to which the work in di cates readi ness for en-
 try-level col lege coursework. A col lec tion should be scored M if most of the work in it meets the cri te ria list ed in 
the ap pli ca ble scor ing guide, even if the lev el of per for mance with in and across the work in the col lec tion varies. 

The levels of PASS rat ings are de scribed on page 5. An M (meets the standard) does NOT equal a “C” in the tra di tion al 
letter-grad ing sys tem: an M in di cates that the student is pre pared to do entry-level col lege work. In an eval u a tion of 
more than 4,000 col lec tions, 40% were in the M range, 13% were in the H (high ly pro !  cient) range, and only 2% 
were in the E (ex em pla ry) range.

To increase the con! dence of your judgments, it’s a good idea to cross-score some of your collections with other 
teach ers in your content area. Cross-scoring helps you feel con !  dent that, given the same col lec tion, properly trained 
col leagues would reach the same con clu sion about its merits.

Making a Summary Judg ment
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If there is suf !  cient ev i dence to make a con !  dent judg-
 ment AND if the stu dent's work consistently exceeds 
the criteria in the Scoring Guide, then the sum ma ry 
judg ment score is E.

If there is suf !  cient ev i dence to make a con !  dent judg-
 ment AND if the stu dent's work meets and reg u lar ly 
exceeds the criteria in the Scoring Guide, then the sum-
 ma ry judg ment score is H.

Pr
o fi

  c
ie

nt

Exemplary* 

      
       or 

Highly 
profi cient*

* needs some form of external ver i !  ca tion

If there is suf! cient evidence to make a con !  dent judg-
ment AND if the student's work meets the criteria in the 
Scoring Guide, then the summary judgment score is M.

Meets the 
standard

If there is insuf! cient ev i dence to make a con !  dent 
judgment OR if the collection does not include enough 
work at the pro! cient level to meet the criteria in the 
Scoring Guide, then the sum ma ry judg ment score is W.

If the collection doesn’t address the stan dard OR 
if the student clearly doesn’t pos sess the skills ad dressed 
by the stan dard, then the summary judgment score is N.

Working toward 
the standard
 
    
       or 

Not meeting 
the standard

E

H

Assign a Summary Judgment ScoreSTEP 2

M

W

N

Summary Judgment Score Sheet
Consider Suffi ciency of Evidence and Profi ciency of PerformanceSTEP 1

Note: Suffi ciency and profi ciency are interrelated.  Determine both before making a summary judgment.

PROFICIENCY:  
Determine pro !  cien cy of per for mance.

SUFFICIENCY:  
Determine suf! ciency of ev i dence.  

Date:Collection ID: Judge:  

No
t 

Pr
o fi

  c
ie

nt

Exceeds the Standard (E or H)
Most of the work in the collection shows an ex em -
pla ry (E) mastery of the standard or mas tery at a level 
higher (H) than entry-lev el college coursework.

Meets the Standard (M)
 Most of the work in the collection is con sis tent with 

the descriptions of pro !  cient per for mance in the 
standard’s Scoring Guide and allows in fer enc es about 
knowl edge and skills.

Does Not Meet the Standard (W or N)
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A: Write for Varied Purposes*
Write clearly, coherently, and 
effectively in a range of modes 
to discover and convey meaning.

A1: Quality of Thinking (Ideas and Content):  
Develop, support, and convey clear, fo cused, 
and substantive ideas in ways appropriate to 
topic, con text, au di ence, and pur pose.

A2: Organization and Coherence (Or ga ni za tion):  
Organize writing in clear, coherent se quenc es, 
making con nec tions and tran si tions among 
ideas, para graphs, and sen tenc es.

A3: Style and Technique (Sentence Fluency and 
Word Choice):  Use and vary sentence struc-
 tures, word choices, and writ ing voice to 
achieve clear and fl uent writing.

A4: Conventions and Format (Conventions and 
Citing Sources):  Use correct spelling, gram mar, 
punctuation, cap i tal i za tion, sentence con-
struction, for mat ting, and, when appropriate, 
ci ta tions.

A5: Modes, Purposes, and Forms:  Write for varied 
purposes in a va ri ety of modes and forms.

A6: Writing Process:  Use effective processes to 
generate, compose, or ga nize, re vise, and pres-
ent writ ing.

B1: Breadth and Depth of Literary Experience:  
Read works of rec og nized lit er ary mer it from 
a va ri ety of his tor i cal pe ri ods, cultures, and 
genres.

B: Read from a Variety of 
Lit er ary Genres and Periods
Read a broad se lec tion of 
lit er a ture from a variety of his-
 tor i cal periods, cultures, liter-
ary per spec tives, and genres, 
in clud ing poetry, novels, short 
stories, essays, and dra ma.

 * = may be met by exceeding CIM  
         

Summary Chart of Standards and Cri te ria
for English

Standard
What students must be able to do: 

Criteria
What students should demonstrate:

C: Interpret Literary Works
Analyze literary forms, el e ments, 
devices, and themes to interpret 
and critique literary works.

 

C1: Analysis of Literary Elements and Devices:  
Recognize, examine, and un der stand the uses and 
effects of lit er ary el e ments, language use and 
structure, and themes within and among lit er ary 
works.

C2: Interpretation and Use of Textual Evidence:  
Use textual evidence to de vel op and sup port an 
interpretation of a literary work.

C3: Criticism:  Use critical approaches in an a lyz ing 
and critiquing a literary work.
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D: Conduct Inquiry and 
Research
Conduct inquiry and re search, 
using a variety of pri ma ry and 
secondary sources and in for ma -
tion al re sourc es to in ves ti gate 
ques tions and topics, gather 
and syn the size information, 
and create and communicate 
knowledge in written form.

D1: Research Process:  Identify and frame topics, 
questions, and pur pos es for in qui ry; plan and 
con duct re search.

D2: Analysis of Information Sources:  Locate and 
interpret varied in for ma tion sources; distinguish 
among facts, sup port ed in fer enc es, and opin ions; 
evaluate in for ma tion.

D3: Use of Researched Information:  Use, in te grate, 
and cite re searched in for ma tion and evidence.

E: Analyze Relationships of 
the Hu man i ties and Human/
Social Ex pe ri ence 
Explain how works of literature 
and/or the hu man i ties (e.g., 
art, philosophy, music, dance, 
architecture) refl ect, in fl u ence, 
and com ment on hu man ex pe ri -
enc es and societal as sump tions, 
tra di tions, struc tures, and/or 
chang es.  

E1: Understanding of Contextual and Bio graph i cal 
In fl u enc es:  Ex plain how works from literature 
and/or the humanities are in fl u enced by his-
 tor i cal, so cial, cul tur al, political, lit er ary, or 
creative con texts and individual ex pe ri enc es.

E2: Understanding of Social/Cultural Com men tary:  
Explain so cial/cul tur al per spec tives, themes, and 
commentary, and ex am ine tech niques used to 
cri tique a society or to promote social change in 
works from literature and/or the humanities.

E3: Understanding of Social/Cultural Rep re sen-
ta tions:  Examine how individuals, groups, and 
cul tures are represented in specifi c works from 
lit er a ture and/or the humanities.

F: Communicate and Analyze 
in Oral, Visual, and Written 
Forms
Use and analyze oral, visual, 
writ ten, and multimedia com-
 mu ni ca tion forms to convey 
in for ma tion and ideas for a 
variety of purposes, au di enc es, 
and contexts. 

F1: Use of Oral, Visual, and Written Forms:  Use 
and in te grate oral, vi su al, writ ten, and mul-
 ti me dia forms to communicate ideas in ways 
ap pro pri ate to top ic, con text, au di ence, and 
pur pose.

F2: Organization of Presentations:  Organize oral 
presentations in clear, coherent se quenc es 
ap pro pri ate to top ic, con text, au di ence, and 
purpose.

F3: Use of Language and Techniques:  Use the 
lan guag es, tech niques, and con ven tions of 
var i ous com mu ni ca tion forms to com mu ni cate 
ideas.

F4: Analysis of Oral, Visual, Written, and Multi-
media Com mu ni ca tions:  Analyze and eval u ate 
oral, visual, and written/media com mu ni ca tions, 
con sid er ing top ic, con text, audience, pur pose, 

Standard
What students must be able to do: 

Criteria
What students should demonstrate:
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SCORING GUIDE FOR PASS STANDARD A

Criteria

Descriptions of Profi cient Performance 
Descriptors defi ne types of profi cient performance; they are not a checklist.

A2: Organization and 
Coherence (Organization)*
Organize writing in clear, co her ent 
sequences, making con nec tions and 
tran si tions among ideas, para graphs, 
and sen tenc es.

A1: Quality of Think ing 
(Ideas and Content)*
Develop, support, and convey 
clear, focused, and substantive 
ideas in ways ap pro pri ate to 
topic, con text, audience, and 
purpose.

Write clearly, coherently, and effectively in a range of modes to discover 
and convey meaning. 

Write for Var ied Pur pos es 

• understands and uses a variety of 
or ga ni za tion al patterns, based on 
con tent, context, purpose, and 
audience

• organizes to unify, high light, 
develop, and en hance central ideas 
or images

• sequences ideas and in for ma tion 
clear ly, log i cal ly, and coherently

• manages complex ideas through ef-
fective paragraphing; uses para graph 
structures and breaks to communi-
cate and enhance the organizational 
structure of the work

• establishes smooth, effective 
connections and transitions among 
ideas, para graphs, and sen tenc es

• integrates details, ex am ples, and 
sup port ing evidence smoothly and 
ap pro pri ate ly

• uses rep e ti tion, contrast, and 
parallel or ga ni za tion al structures 
where ap pro pri ate to highlight 
relationships among ideas, 
paragraphs, and sentences 

• builds from the thinking of others 
while dis cov er ing, developing, 
and expressing original and 
well-de vel oped ideas

• conveys think ing that is 
comprehensible and in ter est ing 
for its in tend ed au di ence

• fully de vel ops ideas and content 
ap pro pri ate to mode and 
audience, avoiding super! cial 
discussions or dis con nect ed 
content 

• develops and con nects ideas  

• reasons care ful ly and supports 
claims us ing relevant details, 
examples, or ev i dence

• achieves clar i ty, focus, and 
control of think ing through a 
balanced and in sight ful treatment 
of the top ic

A3: Style and Tech nique 
(Sentence Fluency and Word 
Choice)* 
Use and vary sentence struc-
 tures, word choices, and writing 
voice to achieve clear and " uent 
writing.

• adapts voice, style, sentence 
patterns, and word choices to 
content, context, pur pose, and 
audience

• uses lan guage in natural, fresh, 
viv id, and lively ways

• varies language to achieve 
interest

• evokes clear and com pel ling 
images, using ! g u ra tive lan-
 guage when appropriate

• crafts and varies sentences to 
achieve clarity and in ter est and 
to en hance meaning

• demonstrates un der stand ing and 
con trol of sentence structure; 
uses sen tence fragments spar-
 ing ly and only where effective

 

AA
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A4: Conventions and Format
(Conventions and Citing Sources)*
Use cor rect spelling, gram mar, 
punc tu a tion, cap i tal i za tion, 
sen tence con struc tion, for mat ting, 
and, when ap pro pri ate, citations.

• uses con ven tions of usage, form, and 
style ap pro pri ate for con tent, con text, 
au di ence, mode, and 
purpose 

• selects and uses punc tu a tion effec-
tively to guide the reader through the 
text

• spells words correctly in ! nal drafts, 
using spell checks and other support 
resources when necessary

• uses language, grammar, and syntax 
correctly to achieve clarity and style; 
avoids errors that impede 
readability

• correctly uses appropriate MLA, 
APA, or other accepted con ven tions 
(include style sheet if style other than 
MLA or APA is used) 

• uses page formats, layouts, fonts, and 
spacing to increase read abil i ty and 
impact of document that is appropri-
ate for content, context, audience, 
and purpose

• reviews and proofs doc u ments so 
they are essentially free from me-
chanical, ty po graph ic, or pro duc tion 
errors 

A6: Writing Process 
Use effective processes to 
generate, compose, or ga nize, revise, 
and present writing. 

A5: Modes, Purposes, and 
Forms!
Write for varied purposes in a 
variety of modes and forms.

• employs writ ing processes and strat-
 e gies that ! t purpose, con text, au-
 di ence, and personal style 

• uses ef fec tive processes to or ga nize 
and or der ideas, either be fore com-
 pos ing or in revising ear ly drafts

• demonstrates a focused process of 
im prove ment from early to ! nal 
drafts  

• writes in, uses, and adjusts 
writing for a variety of modes 
(expository, per sua sive, personal 
narrative, ! ctional narrative)

• writes ef fec tive ly for a variety of 
pur pos es (to discover and work out 
ideas, express self, inform, re port, 
per suade, narrate, en ter tain)

• writes ef fec tive ly in a variety of 
forms (e.g., essays, research 
papers, technical reports, letters 
or busi ness and electronic com mu -
ni ca tions, ! ction, po et ry, dra ma) 

* Note: Criteria A – A4 align with traits in the State Analytical Trait 
Scoring Guide. Exceeding CIM results from the State Common 
Assessment and classroom work samples may be used to meet the 
re quire ments for PASS Standard A. 

For a CIM collection to meet PASS:
Writing Assessment: Scores of at least 4 in the traits of Ideas & 

Content, Organization, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions, with a 
composite score of at least 45.

Work samples: Each work sample must earn at least two 4s and two 5s 
in the traits of Ideas & Content, Organization, Sentence Fluency, and 
Conventions. 

Criteria

SCORING GUIDE FOR PASS STANDARD A

PASS Standard A can be met by exceeding the CIM requirements; details below.
The CIM writing modes are de! ned on the next page. AA

Descriptions of Profi cient Performance 
Descriptors defi ne types of profi cient performance; they are not a checklist.
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Fictional Narrative (Imaginative)
Imaginative writing invents a situation or story based upon the writer’s imagination.  The writer might create a 
scene, situation, and character(s), might predict what could happen under hy po thet i cal cir cum stanc es, or might 
solve a hypothetical problem using a creative approach.  Imag i na tive writing often, but not always, takes the 
form of a short story.  In some of the most ef fec tive imaginative writing, the writer uses his or her knowledge 
of the world, people or situations to make the situation or story seem realistic, but, as in all ! ctional writing, the 
writer is not bound by the constraints of reality.  Imaginative writing may contain elements of fantasy; the key 
question, however, is not how fantastic it is, but how inventive it is.  Strong imaginative writing may contain, 
as appropriate, insight, drama, humor, the unusual, the unexpected, or suspense.  Reader reactions often range 
from a sense of being challenged or intrigued to a sense of feeling delighted or amused.

Personal Narrative
Narrative writing recounts a personal experience based on some thing that 
really happened.  The paper has a clear, iden ti !  able storyline that is easy 
to recognize, follow, and para phrase.  All details work together in an inte-
grated way to create a com plete story with a be gin ning, a middle, and an 
end.  There is a focus with a con trol ling idea, central impression, sense 
of change, or some thing learned or gained by the writer.  Events move 
along, staying within that focus, with some sort of a narrative structure, 
often chro no log i cal.  (For pur pos es of as sess ment, Narrative is dis tin -
guished from Imag i na tive writing in that Narrative is based on real-life 
experiences, whereas Imag i na tive is meant to be ! ction.)

Expository
Expository writing provides 
information, explains, clari! es, or de! nes.  The writing informs or ampli! es the 
reader’s understanding through a carefully crafted presentation of key points, ex-
planations, and supportive detail.  The writing contains clear ideas that are focused 
and fully ex plained.  When ap pro pri ate, the writer has uti lized a variety of credible 
resources to gather accurate, relevant information that pro vides a strong base of 
support in the form of facts, examples, illustrations, incidents, or explanations.  
Strong writers show a concern for audience and purpose by carefully se lect ing 
words, elab o ra tive detail, and stylistic devices; they also rec og nize that greater 
stylistic distance may be required in a formal, academic paper than in an informal, 
personal paper, but that expository writing can be lively, engaging, and indicative 
of the writer’s commitment to the topic.

Persuasive
Persuasive writing attempts to convince the reader to agree with a particular point 
of view and/or to persuade the reader to take speci! c action.  The topic must be 
debatable:  there are clearly reasons for more than one point of view.  Persuasive 
writing differs from expository in that it does more than explain; the writer also 
takes a stand and endeavors to persuade the reader to take that same stand.  Strong 
persuasive writers support their clearly stated position with reasoned arguments 
supported by credible evidence, facts, anecdotes, and statistics; if used, emotional 
appeals are well-balanced by these and other objective forms of doc u men ta tion.  
Strong writers also address other points of view, but acknowledge or counter 
points without seeming to shift po si tions.  When a speci! c audience has been 
identi! ed, the nature of the ar gu ments and the style of presentation are designed to 
appeal to that audience.

DEFINITIONS FOR CIM WRITING MODES
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The collection MUST include:
• one or more on-demand writing tasks

•   reasonably consistent quality, voice, and use of lan guage across 
multiple writing samples un der tak en in varied cir cum stanc es

•   evidence of the student's typical writing process (which may 
be inferred from ! nal products) by including such things as: a 
protocol/re" ection piece, an outline, drafts, or evidence of 
revision, and on-demand writing tasks

•   one or more assessments conducted under teacher supervision

The collection should include:

• a range of writing examples, from informal to formal
• writing from varied circumstances: essays and projects 

de vel oped outside of class, writing that has gone through mul-
tiple re vi sion cycles, writing that has received peer and teacher 
feed back, and informal or journal writing

• may include writing done for more than one subject/content 
area 

The collection should include:
• writing for a variety of purposes
• writing in a variety of forms and formats, in clud ing essays, 

research papers, in for ma tion al or tech ni cal papers, practical 
com mu ni ca tions, personal and/or imag i na tive forms

• thoughtful, " uent writing demonstrating a consistent command 
of organization and conventions 

• evidence of effective writing processes (which may be inferred 
from ! nal written products)

The collection MUST include:
• a range of modes of writing (including expository, per sua sive, 

and either narrative or imaginative), rec og niz ing that some 
sam ples may also be included in col lec tions for other standards

Over the past few years of judging collections of evidence, English teachers have 
determined the relative importance of the criteria for Standard A as fol lows:
• A1 is Critical – substantial evidence required 
• A2 is Critical – substantial evidence required
• A3 is Critical – substantial evidence required

• A4 is Critical – substantial evidence required
• A5 is Critical– substantial evidence re quired
• A6 is Important – some evidence required

SUFFICIENCY GUIDELINES FOR PASS STAN DARD A

Guidelines for a Suffi cient Collection of Evidence

Note: Collections for Standard A are likely to rely on collections assembled for other stan dards, es pe cial ly English C 
and D. Standard A may be met by exceeding the CIM writing requirement; see page 11.

The collection should include:

AA

Does the work suf   cient ly 
represent the standard?

Have there been suf ciently 
varied opportunities, cir cum -
stanc es, and con di tions for 
assessment?

Is there suf cient evidence 
to be con dent that the work 
represents the student?
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Read from a Variety of Lit er ary Genres and Periods
Read a broad selection of lit er a ture from a variety of historical pe ri ods, 
cultures, literary perspectives, and genres, in clud ing po et ry, novels, short 
stories, essays, and drama. 

B1: Breadth and Depth of Literary 
Experience 
Read works of rec og nized literary merit 
from a variety of historical periods, cul-
 tures, and genres.

• has read works of literary merit from:
• a variety of historical literary periods 

and movements 
• a variety of contemporary writers and 

regions
• a variety of cultures and in a variety of 

forms

SCORING GUIDE FOR PASS STANDARD B

Criterion

Descriptions of Profi cient Performance 
Descriptors defi ne types of profi cient

 performance; they are not a check list.

BB
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The collection MUST include:
•  evidence that a student has had an oppor-

tunity to read a variety of literary works as 
demonstrated through the courses  listed 
in the Course Approval Process that every 
school ! les with OUS. If evidence from 
the curriculum can not be used, a stu dent’s 
per son al reading log/journal may be substi-
tuted. 

 

SUFFICIENCY GUIDELINES FOR PASS STAN DARD B 

Guidelines for a Suffi cient Collection of Evidence

The col lec tion MUST include:
• evidence that the student has suc cess ful ly 

completed courses likely to result in having 
read a variety of lit er ary works

Standard B serves as the foundation of English and is met primarily through students’ 
course work, although collections of evidence may occasionally be used. See below for 
speci! c information about collections.

BB

Does the work suf   cient ly 
represent the standard?

Is there suf cient evidence 
to be con dent that the work 
represents the student?

 Note: a formal collection for Standard B may not exist 
for each stu dent, but may be organized across courses.
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C1: Analysis of Literary 
El e ments and De vic es
Recognize, examine, and 
un der stand the uses and effects 
of literary el e ments, language 
use and structure, and themes 
within and among literary 
works.

• within a variety of literary 
genres and works, rec og niz es 
and analyzes: 

• the uses of the elements of 
literature

• the writer’s choices and uses 
of lan guage 

• the patterns and motifs 
developed within and among 
literary works

• draws well-supported con-
 clu sions about the effects of 
motifs and language use and 
struc ture on the read er’s ex pe -
ri ence and the meaning, unity, 
and ef fec tive ness of a literary 
work

• relates general observations to 
speci! c textual ev i dence

• uses concepts and terminology 
correctly and appropriately

C2: Interpretation and Use 
of Textual Evidence
Use textual evidence to develop 
and support an in ter pre ta tion of a 
literary work.

• develops an interpretation that 
exhibits personal en gage ment, 
originality, careful read ing, un der -
stand ing, and insight

• extends beyond literal in ter -
pre ta tion, sum ma riz ing, ver ba tim 
quoting, or personal judg ment 

• develops the interpretation from a 
clear, compelling cen tral thesis

• establishes and organizes the 
interpretation around sev er al clear 
ideas, pre mises, or images related 
to the thesis

• develops, explains, and justi-
! es the in ter pre ta tion through 
sustained use of examples and 
textual evidence 

• integrates textual references and 
quo ta tions smoothly and ap-
 pro pri ate ly to achieve a co her ent 
dis cus sion

• uses appropriate conventions of 
style and format in citing and 
doc u ment ing textual references

• expresses the interpretation clear-
ly, co her ent ly, and vig or ous ly

Interpret Literary Works
Analyze literary forms, el e ments, de vic es, and themes to in ter pret and critique 
lit er ary works.

C3: Criticism
Use critical approaches in an a -
lyz ing and cri tiqu ing a literary 
work.

• establishes and applies a logical 
method for an a lyz ing, inter-
preting, or cri tiqu ing a literary 
work

• uses and responds to the ideas 
of critics in an a lyz ing and 
critiquing a literary work

• supports critical judg ments 
with speci! c ev i dence 

• indicates awareness of one or 
more approaches to literary 
crit i cism (e.g., personal, his-
torical, bio graph i cal, psy cho -
log i cal, so cio log i cal, formal, 
"new crit i cal," feminist) in 
an a lyz ing and cri tiqu ing a liter-
ary work

SCORING GUIDE FOR PASS STANDARD C

Criteria

Descriptions of Profi cient Performance 
        Descriptors defi ne types of profi cient performance; they are not a checklist.

CC
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• analyses of the effectiveness of an author’s literary techniques 
and the mat ic treatments

• evidence of awareness of one or more approaches to literary crit-
 i cism or demonstration of a critical approach (C3)

 Note that C3 is not as signi! cant as the other two criteria in 
reach ing a pro !  cient judg ment, except in the demonstration of 
ad vanced per for mance.)

The collection should include:

The collection should include:
• evidence of the student's process for de vel op ing an interpretive 

thesis 
• evidence of consistent insight in in ter pre ta tions, if not always 

consistent quality in ex pres sion
• several assessments conducted under teacher su per vi sion

The collection MUST include:
• at least one essay developed over extended time with op por tu n-

i ties for discussion, research, and/or revision
• on-demand written interpretations  

The collection might include:
• non-written (oral, visual, media) in ter pre ta tions 

Over the past few years of judging collections of evidence, English teachers have de ter -
mined the rel a tive importance of the criteria for Standard C as fol lows:

•  C1 is Critical – sub stan tial ev i dence required 
 •  C2 is Critical – sub stan tial ev i dence required
 •  C3 is Useful – some evidence recommended

SUFFICIENCY GUIDELINES FOR PASS STAN DARD C 

Guidelines for a Suffi cient Collection of Evidence

The collection MUST include:
• recognition, examination, and explanation that demonstrate an 

understanding of the use of literary el e ments and devices (C1)
• interpretations in which the thesis is well sup port ed with clear 

ideas and textual evidence, dem on strat ing un der stand ing and in-
sight (C2) 

• interpretation of varied genres, works, and writers

The collection might include:
• an interpretation or critique of a “performed” literary work (such 

as a live performance, video, ! lm, or audio presentation)

CC

Does the work suf   cient ly 
represent the standard?

Have there been suf ciently 
varied opportunities, cir cum -
stanc es, and con di tions for 
assessment?

Is there suf cient evidence 
to be con dent that the work 
represents the student?
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D2: Analysis of 
Information Sources
Locate and interpret varied 
in for ma tion sources; dis tin -
guish among facts, sup port ed 
inferences, and opinions; 
evaluate in for ma tion. 

D3: Use of Researched 
Information 
Use, integrate, and cite 
researched information and 
evidence.

• identi! es topics, asks ques-
 tions, and develops ideas 
lead ing to inquiry, in ves -
ti ga tion, and research

• plans and conducts multi-
step in for ma tion searches 
and/or in ves ti ga tions for 
var ied purposes

• uses a variety of research 
methods and resources, in-
 clud ing on-line in for ma tion 
searches

• uses a variety of primary 
and secondary sources, 
dis tin guish ing the nature 
and value of each

• plans and conducts scripted 
and/or open-ended in ter -
views, using ap pro pri ate 
ques tion ing, recording, and 
analyzing techniques

• reports and re" ects upon 
re search processes (in 
jour nals, oral reports, “I-
search” papers, research 
logs, etc.)  

• independently uses or ga ni z-
a tion al features of libraries, 
electronic media, in for -
ma tion sources and texts to 
access information

• locates varied and suf! cient 
sources of in for ma tion, 
using avail able library, 
electronic, and human 
resources

• accurately interprets in for -
ma tion presented in text 
and graphic forms

• selects, categorizes, orga-
nizes, and records in for -
ma tion to facilitate access 
and use

• clearly distinguishes among 
facts, supported inferences, 
and opinions in information 
sources

• identi! es possible bias, 
stereotyping, unsupported 
inferences, fallacious rea-
soning, etc. in in for ma tion 
sources

• synthesizes in for ma tion attained 
through research to develop coher-
ent con clu sions, dis cus sions, and 
presentations

• supports con clu sions and ar gu -
ments with adequate and ap pro -
pri ate re searched information

• quotes or para phras es in for ma tion 
sources ac cu rate ly and ap pro -
pri ate ly, avoiding plagiarism and 
parroting

• integrates quotations and cita-
tions into written text, maintaining 
" ow of ideas, avoiding overuse of 
quo ta tions, and achieving a bal-
ance between in for ma tion and own 
ideas

• correctly uses appropriate MLA, 
APA, or other accepted con ven -
tions (include style sheet if style 
other than MLA or APA is used) 
for in-text documentation and 
works cited

• coherently and ap pro pri ate ly com-
bines and in te grates in for ma tion 
from in qui ry-based research

• achieves an accurate, bal anced, and 
honest research presentation

• uses reasonably correct spelling, 
grammmar, punctuation, cap i -
tal i za tion, paragraph structure, and 
sentence structure 

Conduct inquiry and research, using a variety of pri ma ry and sec ond ary sources 
and informational resources to investigate questions and topics, gather and syn-
 the size in for ma tion, and create and com mu ni cate knowledge in written form.

Conduct Inquiry and Research

D1: Research Process
Identify and frame topics, 
ques tions, and pur pos es for 
in qui ry; plan and conduct 
research.

SCORING GUIDE FOR PASS STANDARD D

Criteria

Descriptions of Profi cient Performance 
     Descriptors defi ne types of profi cient performance; they are not a checklist.

DD
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• use of research pro cess es to frame and plan in ves ti g-
a tions (D1) 

• evidence of thorough and suf! cient research (D2)
• identi! cation and evaluation of varied kinds of in for -

ma tion and sources (D2)
• thorough demonstration of the ability to use re searched 

information effectively (D3)
• correct use of appropriate MLA, APA, or other ac-

 cept ed conventions for in-text documentation and 
works cited (D3)

The collection MUST include:

Over the past few years of judging collections of evidence, English teach ers have 
determined the relative importance of the criteria for Standard D as follows:
 •  D1 is Critical – substantial evidence required 
 •  D2 is Critical – substantial evidence required
 •  D3 is Critical – substantial evidence required

   Note: Teachers must include a system for documenting authenticity of student
   work throughout the research process. Examples of such systems include notetaking, 
   research logs, out lines, rough drafts, teacher checklists, or student tracking devices.

The collection should include:
• evidence of research conducted for a speci! c purpose 

in any content area. The suf! ciency requirement can 
be met by the following:

 •  one well-de vel oped, properly cited ad vanced 
   research paper OR by 

 •  more than one shorter re search paper, properly
   cited, OR by 

 •  a written research component, with proper  
   citations, that is part of a larger project

• oral and visual pre sen ta tions, or com po nents of reports, 
are encouraged

The collection MUST include:
• evidence that the student has conducted inquiry and 

research and de vel oped research product(s) re spon -
si bly, avoiding pla gia rism

DD

Does the work suf   cient ly 
represent the standard?

Have there been suf ciently 
varied opportunities, cir cum -
stanc es, and con di tions for 
assessment?

Is there suf cient evidence 
to be con dent that the work 
represents the student?

SUFFICIENCY GUIDELINES FOR PASS STAN DARD C 

Guidelines for a Suffi cient Collection of Evidence
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Analyze Re la tion ships of the Humanities and Hu man/Social 
Experience
Explain how works of literature and/or the hu man i ties (e.g., art, philosophy, 
music, dance, architecture) re" ect, in " u ence, and com ment on hu man ex pe -
ri enc es and so ci etal as sump tions, tra di tions, struc tures, and/or chang es.

E1: Understanding of 
Contextual and Bio-
 graph i cal In fl u enc es 
Explain how works from lit-
erature and/or the hu man i ties 
are in " u enced by historical, 
social, cultural, political, 
literary, or creative contexts 
and individual ex pe ri enc es. 

E3: Understanding of 
Social/Cultural Rep re -
sen ta tions
Examine how individuals, 
groups, and cultures are 
represented in speci! c works 
from literature and/or the 
humanities. 

E2: Understanding of 
Social/Cultural 
Commentary 
Explain social/cultural per spec -
tives, themes, and commentary, 
and examine tech niques used to 
critique a society or to promote 
social change in works from 
literature and/or the humanities.

• identi! es and interprets 
signi! cant social/cultural is-
sues, themes, or com men tary 
rep re sent ed in a literary, philo-
 soph i cal, or artistic work

• examines how and why a liter-
ary, philo soph i cal, or artistic 
work attempts to promote or 
resist social/cultural change

• examines multiple social or 
cultural viewpoints rep re -
sent ed in a literary, artistic, 
historical, or philosophical 
work

• compares and contrasts social 
and cultural perspectives, is-
sues, and/or themes between 
two or more works from litera-
ture and/or the humanities

• identi! es the reader’s own so-
cial and cultural points of view 
and biases that may in" uence 
per cep tions of and re spons es 
to a literary, philo soph i cal, or 
artistic work 

• identi! es the social, cul-
tural, historical, or political 
context pre sent ed in a liter-
ary or artistic work

• identi! es and analyzes the 
ways in which in di vid u als, 
groups, re la tion ships, 
and social dynamics are 
depicted within a literary or 
artistic work

• recognizes, analyzes, and 
critiques ste reo typ i cal char-
acterizations

•  analyzes the in" uences of 
social and cultural mem-
 ber ship, ethnicity, or gender 
within a literary or artistic 
work 

• identi! es and explains 
signi! cant biographical or 
contextual in" uences on an 
au thor’s/creator’s work 

• accurately places and 
analyzes the work within 
the context of an in " u en tial 
movement (or the works of 
other authors/creators)

SCORING GUIDE FOR PASS STANDARD E

Criteria

Descriptions of Profi cient Performance 
      Descriptors defi ne types of profi cient performance; they are not a checklist.

EE
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• reasonably consistent quality, insight, voice, and 
language

• at least one component developed under con-
 trolled conditions

The collection should include:

The collection MUST include:
• written components, developed over ex tend ed 

time, with opportunities for dis cus sion, research, 
and/or revision

• at least one written component completed under 
controlled conditions

The collection might include:
• oral and/or visual presentation(s)

The collection MUST include:
• an analysis of the context in which works have 

been created (E1) 
• an analysis of varied social and cultural view-

 points within a work (E2)
• an analysis of ways in which works attempt to 

critique a society or to promote social change 
(E2)

The collection should include:
• comparison and contrast of social and cultural 

perspectives, issues, and/or themes between two 
or more works (E2)

• identi! cation of ways in which works can char ac -
ter ize individuals, groups, and cultures (E3)

Over the past few years of judging collections of evidence, English teach ers have 
de ter mined the relative importance of the criteria for PASS Standard E as follows:
 •  E1 is Critical – substantial evidence required 
 •  E2 is Critical – substantial evidence required
 •  E3 is Important – some evidence required 

SUFFICIENCY GUIDELINES FOR PASS STAN DARD E

Guidelines for a Suffi cient Collection of Evidence

EE

Does the work suf   cient ly 
represent the standard?

Have there been suf ciently 
varied opportunities, cir cum -
stanc es, and con di tions for 
assessment?

Is there suf cient evidence 
to be con dent that the work 
represents the student?
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Communicate and Analyze in Oral, Visual, and Writ ten Forms
Use and analyze oral, visual, written, and multimedia com mu ni ca tion forms 
to convey information and ideas for a variety of pur pos es, au di enc es, and 
contexts.

• identi! es key in for ma tion 
and ideas from oral, visu-
al, written, or mul ti me dia 
presentations

• analyzes how form, tech-
 nique, and lan guage are 
used in a variety of oral, 
visual, written or mul ti -
me dia communications

• evaluates the ef fec -
tive ness of an oral, visual, 
writ ten or multimedia 
com mu ni ca tion in re la -
tion ship to its context, 
audience, purpose, and 
de liv ery

• identi! es and critically 
eval u ates com mu ni ca tions 
and language which re-
" ect biases, ste reo types, 
persuasive tech niques, 
and pro pa gan da from 
various sources

• re" ects upon and crit i -
cal ly evaluates student’s 
own use of lan guage in 
re la tion ship to context, 
au di ence, pur pose, per-
 son al voice, and style

• effectively uses a variety 
of com mu ni ca tion forms 
(oral, visual, written, 
mul ti me dia) and methods 
(speeches, dra ma ti z-
a tions, informal pre sen ta -
tions, slide pre sen ta tions, 
com put er and web graph-
 ics, posters, ! lms/vid eos, 
print journalism, reports, 
es says, creative writing)

• selects a com mu ni ca tion 
form appropriate for au-
 di ence and pur pose

• demonstrates the prin-
 ci ples of a chosen form 
of com mu ni ca tion

• communicates clear, co-
 her ent thinking 

• establishes a tone ap-
 pro pri ate for the form of 
com mu ni ca tion, con text, 
au di ence, and purpose

• effectively in te grates 
forms of communication 
in multimedia pre sen -
ta tions

• uses an effective or ga ni z-
a tion al pattern, based on  
audience and purpose

• sequences ideas clearly, 
log i cal ly, and coherently

• incorporates an effective  
beginning, smooth tran si -
tions, and a strong sense 
of closure 

• integrates visuals ef-
 fec tive ly to enhance 
au di ence interest and un-
 der stand ing

• in oraJ com mu ni ca tion, 
uses precise language; clear 
enun ci a tion; correct pro-
 nun ci a tion; " uent de liv ery; 
variations in rate, vol ume, 
tone, and in " ec tion; ef-
 fec tive eye con tact, ex pres -
sions, and ges tures; 
visual aids, media, and 
props where appropriate

• in KisuaJ/muJ ti me dia com-
 mu ni ca tion, uses clear and 
ef fec tive graphic language 
and symbols; el e ments and 
prin ci ples of de sign; ef fec -
tive use of me dia; cor rect 
tech niques and pro cess es

• in written com mu ni ca tion, 
uses clear and precise lan-
guage whose tone and aes-
thetic effect are appropriate 
for the ideas and purpose of 
the communication

• chooses lan guage to achieve 
desired audience response

F1: Use of Oral, 
Visual, and Written 
Forms 
Use and integrate oral, 
visual, written, and 
multimedia forms to 
com mu ni cate ideas in 
ways ap pro pri ate to topic, 
context, au di ence, and 
purpose.  

F2: Organization of 
Presentations 
Organize oral pre sen -
ta tions in clear, coherent 
se quenc es appropriate to 
topic, context, audience, 
and purpose. 

F3: Use of Language 
and Techniques 
Use the languages, tech-
 niques, and con ven tions 
of various com mu ni ca tion 
forms to com mu ni cate 
ideas. 

F4: Analysis of Oral, 
Visual, Written, and 
Multimedia Com mu ni c-
a tions 
Analyze and evaluate oral, 
visual, and written/media 
communications, consider-
ing topic, con text, audi-
ence, purpose, delivery, 
and language. 

SCORING GUIDE FOR PASS STANDARD F

Criteria

Descriptions of Profi cient Performance 
Descriptors defi ne types of profi cient performance; they are not a checklist.

FF
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The collection might include:
• informal as well as formal individual presenta-

tions 

The collection should include:

Over the past few years of judging collections of evidence, English teach ers have 
determined the relative importance of the criteria for Standard F as follows:
 •  F1 is Critical – substantial evidence required 
 •  F2 is Critical – substantial evidence required
 •  F3 is Critical – substantial evidence required
 •  F4 is Important – some evidence required

The collection should include:
• consistent evidence of preparation, de liv ery 

skills, and ability to com mu ni cate with an 
au di ence

• evidence of having analyzed and evaluated 
presentations (own and others’) (F4)

SUFFICIENCY GUIDELINES FOR PASS STAN DARD F

Guidelines for a Suffi cient Collection of Evidence

The collection MUST include:
• one oral presentation that integrates at least one 

other form of communication (F1 & F3)
• evidence of having organized and de liv ered at 

least one presentation to an au di ence (F2 & F3)
• evidence of having used com mu ni ca tion skills 

for varied purposes (F1 & F3)

The collection MUST include:
• at least one oral presentation that integrates 

either written or visual/multimedia com mu ni c-
a tion forms

• at least one visual or media project that could 
stand alone or that could be in te grat ed with oral 
and/or written com mu ni ca tion 

FF

Does the work suf   cient ly 
represent the standard?

Have there been suf ciently 
varied opportunities, cir cum -
stanc es, and con di tions for 
assessment?

Is there suf cient evidence 
to be con dent that the work 
represents the student?
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PASS English Assessment Guidelines for 2005-2006
Only one assessment is required per PASS standard. Choose the method that best serves the student.

  PASS Standard     Assessment Method                    
Assess-
ment
Code

Working
toward
(W)

Meets
(M)

Highly
profi cient

(H)

Exem-
plary
(E)

PASS Teacher Verifi cation
(Collection may include CIM 
work samples) PTV W M H E

CIM writing and worksamples CIM-W M Ex*

SAT II Writing SAT II-W 470 520 700 760

IB English A1  IB-EA1 2 3-4 5 6-7

PASS Teacher Verifi cation  PTV  W M 

IB English A1  IB-EA1 2 3-4 5 6-7

PASS Teacher Verifi cation PTV W M H E

SAT II Literature SAT II-L 480 520 690 750

AP-English Literature & Composition AP-EL 2 3 4 5

IB English A1  IB-EA1 2 3-4 5 6-7

PASS Teacher Verifi cation PTV W M H E

PASS Teacher Verifi cation PTV W M H E

PASS Teacher Verifi cation PTV W M H E

IB English A1 IB-EA1 2 3-4 5 6-7

•  PTV ratings of H or E require external validation. This can be done (1) through the OUS~ODE Moderation Panel, available biannually 
at no cost, or (2) by department or regional validation, or (3) by attaining H- or E-level scores on national assessments including 
AP, IB, and SAT II. 

•  AP and IB assessments at the H or E level do not need additional verifi cation because they include a method of external validation. 

•  SAT II assessments at the H or E level require external validation by a PTV, AP, or IB rating at the H or E level.

B. Read a Variety of 
Literary Genres and 
Periods 

A. Write for Varied 
Purposes

C. Interpret 
Literary Works

D. Conduct Inquiry 
and Research

E. Analyze Relation-
ships of the Humani-
ties

F. Communicate

* For a CIM collection to meet PASS Standard A, it must have scores of at least 4 in the traits of Ideas & Content, Organization, Sentence 
Fluency, and Conventions, with a composite score of at least 45 on the Writing Assessment, and each work sample must earn at least two 
4s and two 5s in the traits of Ideas & Content, Organization, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions. 
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2005-06 Reciprocal Assessment Agreements between ODE and OUS

The Oregon University System and the Oregon Department of Education offer reciprocal agreements for assessment in 
the following areas:

• State assessments to meet PASS standards;
• PASS assessment data to meet state requirements for CIM and CAM;
• PASS collections of evidence for juried CIM requirements

State Assessment to PASS
1. Exceeding the Oregon State writing requirements (state assessment and work samples) meets PASS English Standard 

A (Write for Varied Purposes)
2. Meeting or exceeding the Oregon State math problem-solving requirements (work samples) meets PASS Math Stan-

dard A (Solve Mathematical Problems)
3. Meeting math knowledge and skills requirements (score of 239 or better on the Oregon Statewide Assessment) meets 

PASS Math Standard B (Perform Algebraic Operations)
4. Meeting science knowledge and skills requirements (score of 239 or better on the Oregon Statewide Assessment) 

meets PASS Science Standard A (Know Fundamental Concepts of the Sciences)
5. Exceeding three Oregon State science inquiry work samples with at least one score of 5 or 6 in each dimension meets 

PASS Science Standard B (Design and Conduct Scienti! c Investigations)
6. Exceeding three Oregon State social science analysis work samples with at least one score of 5 or 6 in each dimension 

meets PASS Social Science Standard A (Analyze Issues and Events)

PASS to State Assessment
1. Meeting PASS English Standard A (Write for Varied Purposes) can be used to meet Oregon State writing require-

ments
2. Meeting PASS English Standards B (Read from a Variety of Literary Genres and Periods), C (Interpret Literary 

Works), and D (Conduct Inquiry and Research) can be used to meet Oregon State reading requirements.
3. Meeting PASS English Standard F (Communicate in Oral, Visual, and Written Forms) can be used to meet Oregon 

State speaking requirements
4. Meeting PASS Math Standard A (Solve Mathematical Problems) can be used to meet Oregon State problem-solving

requirements
5. Meeting PASS Math Standards B (Perform Algebraic Operations), C (Use Geometric Concepts and Models) and D 

(Use Probability and Statistics to Collect and Study Data) can be used to meet Oregon State math knowledge and 
skills requirements

6. Meeting PASS Science Standard A (Know Fundamental Concepts of the Sciences) can be used to meet Oregon State 
science knowledge and skills requirements

7. Meeting PASS Science Standard B (Design and Conduct Scienti! c Inquiry) can be used to meet Oregon State scien-
ti c inquiry requirements

8. Meeting PASS Social Science Standard A (Analyze Issues and Events) can be used to meet Oregon State social sci-
ence analysis requirements

Note: Second language requirements for both the state 10th grade benchmark (CIM) and for PASS (M level) are equivalent 
to the ACTFL Benchmark IV (Novice-High) level. See the PASS Second Language Assessment Guidelines on the PASS 
website for assessment options. Oregon State (CIM) subject-area endorsements in the arts and the social sciences are de-
termined by local school districts in conjunction with requirements detailed by the Oregon Department of Education.

For information about the ODE Juried Assessment Process, which offers reciprocal agreements for assessing CIM and 
PASS, contact Tony Alpert, Director of Assessment, at (503) 947-5827, or read the 2005-06 Juried Assessment Manual at 
www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/testing/admin/juried/asmtjuriedmanual0506.pdf.



PASS Contact Information:
 Eugene Offi ce:
  Phone: (800) 961-PASS (7277) or (541) 346-5799
  Fax: (541) 346-5757
  Mailing Address: PO Box 3175 / Eugene, OR 97403-0175
  Delivery Address: 1431 Johnson Lane / Eugene, OR 97403-0175

 Portland Offi ce:
  Phone: (503) 725-5711
  Fax:  (503) 725-5709
  Mailing Address: PO Box 751 / Portland, OR 97207-0751
  Delivery Address: 506 SW Mill, Suite 530 / Portland, OR 97201

PASS Website:  http://pass.ous.edu/


