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1968-88
ADFL and Its Consrituency:

Richard Brod

lT IS iRDi. thit ,n this rse of prcfi.icncl m.asurc-
hcnt,  I  o i f . r  as mv.rcdcnr ia l  lor  wr i t ing.  hntor ical
ovenc\' .f (he Asso.Drion of Dcp.toens of F..-
.isD Lineuases no definlble sLill or qulnriaiablc .on!
p€i.n.y (1..g , no thrcc plus" in $ndonr or Drcs.icnLcr
but rm.olr ' \ear t ihc":  sclcntcrn rcas in thc ene
posirn,n Disegd inc for rhe nromcnt drc danscr of
pctrih.ation rhat ftachcs ro anv such lengthy tcnurc,
I  re{  nr . lann to audr. . i rv on nt  cr fcr ience,n cdir-
irg sixt'rJour isn,es of thc ADFI &lle.in and ptan,
ning sycnrv'lvc sutrht. scnina6. And, rs rhn,sr
Do\ {rnd, my.ollcasucs at IvILA hcadquarters and
I a( p.obablv rhc only pcop]e on ea*h Nith acccs
ro thr .om $c f i lc  ofsocrtr-one issucs of  (he Brt tc.
.in. (lfothc.s can m.krthisclairn, N.,sL rh.m ro idcn,
rif! thcmsclves, so thar \Le ha! rckrosl.dsc and
relvr.d thcir blahv and uppor.)

Crfu,nl_v rle B!lJ.r,n n ,. crtllcnr source ot rL
tdmatnrn abour rhe thinkine of tht  mosr arr icula. .
l,"rde.s ofADFL'S pas, .nd indiredly abour rhe licd
as a 

"hole. 
[vcn beforr ADFL rvrs formalJy estab-

lishcd n, 1969, lrs o.grni.s a(nelr sn,c(ed from
campuscs cutrcnr rcpo.ts on the dimcnsions and
inJ,a. t  o l  \ tar  seentd at  thc r ihc dn.Fo.hjnaki , ,s
td , ,  I ' , , i  h.  .  o
,  r . , t  . ,  r  ,  n,  f . , -n .  nE , ,e.  A

turnc.l out, a disresiDg numb$ of collcagues had
n)mc.hiDg nr r.ror ("RequireneDts: Somc Srar,!
RLf.ri"). During rhc fallof 1969, one of thc fo!nd(r

ADrl  D ,c l .  { l  L, , r1 , , ,o1 \
g i r i ! ,  n ' lc . t .d rnd cdi ted an addir ioralsct  . f rcporrs,
ro cnable u.ltrs of drc ADFL ll h.in not mcrctv ro
sh,rc rhck colleacucl disres bur also to lcarn frc,,,
thcn .ollcrguci su..!$es $hcn, in fa.r, thc hneuarr
departmenrs lud manaerd to w,rd offhostitc i(r.ks
("I,1o,. Srarus RrFors," "Requncncnc: ivlorc StarLN

Y. he geDrolrosrufu $rs dcfcnsive .nd lcd er.h.
' ' r r ,  g ,nq. ." j  . rFl

than rlbv iis Brll.ria ro hecomr a rv'iliDg Lvall 1..
comphinr;, ADFL $orld locus on e:amplcs ofcr..
aov. iniiiari\e and c.nsrn,ctirt rcsponsr. This, in u,€
rbsencc ol  a fornralcdiror i r lpol i .y,  becrm. r i rc guid-

. :  ,  , l .of , \ " r ' .  . .  lv , r  l  ,1 r"r ,
dn c.Jr is!,e ("DcF.finrntal Rcports").

Thii readcrs in 1970 r{ruld iake rhe rrcuble roconl
municare then corce b rhc edi tor .an Lre inKr-
pnrcd as a sisn rhar rlt newlv ao.med orsanizatlon
\ra-. indeed nccdcd aDd lvanrcd bl its consrirueDry.
Another s ign * .s me'nbe.shiF,  t rh ich tua.hcd ?6j ,n
thc itsr !ear, ros. abore 900 soon ihereaftcr, ond nas
..ngcd be$\een 950 !nd 1,000 cvc.snrce. Othcr inu!

. . .  11e 
'h" 

.  ,or .s o.  . ,  \  I  p n ^ h".  "
rti{rn of the MLA Job Inform.rion Senicc, in {hr.h
ADE rnd ADFL would pldy a ml jorrole,  and the rc-
sponst, in rcfts ofborh parti.iFarion and qualjrv of
prpcs, ro thc sr.ics of ADFL sunmer srmrnan tlar
bce!n in 1971. Yet rnothcr sign $'s thc srong cor!-
!ritmcnr ol rhe ADFL Execurivc Conrnittec, \Aose
f, .  v , . ,  r  , l .  o.  .  +" . r ,  ,  1 1",
the nccds of thc larious scgmcns ofdre con$iruerry

\Irhilc c,rcfully hanftnring indcpcndence and au-
ronomous .o nr.ol oycf dre codtcnt ofdie B!tt..in, rhe
'nr , .1do.h, ,  

- ,  " .  
ADFI o\  -1"

has also ..tcd as an 'arm ' of rhe Vodern Lxngu"sc
Asoci.tion, coordin.tc wllh ADE As su.h it tus
bccn s.cn br many ds rhc MLA5 pnncipalvehiclc ror
prblications and nretings on professioul and pcda,
sogi.al mffre.s, arrcmfring to scflc members ofbolh
ADFL and NILA and, to thc cxtcnt thcy can be
rea.hcd, mchbcfs of rhe widcr profession as wcll.

Enconpr$nrg a Lroad spcnrum .f ropics, nsu$,
an.1 approaches, rhc B,llcrii.nd thc neetings oi
ADFL havc scncrrllr refle.ted ncnds in rh. wider
p.ofrsson. And rhcr ha\e had rhc cood fo.tune !o
attacr authors and speak.rs from a varicty ofinstitu,
tions. Nor aLl rht authoF and spcakes werc nrnon-
. l ly  D.omincn!,  of .ou$.,  Lrut  a pa$.diror.an take
fride n) havine en.bkd membes to read the vicws
.t manv Nho ncrc, includine Theodorc Aodcrsso,,.
Georye Bonham, Allan Carrftr, Joscfh Dufey, John
lishc., Joshua Fishhan,.l,mes Frrh, Claire Caudiaru,
(1.  , .  .  .  L. .  nr . . ! .D,r" . r1.

T .  . ,  . . .1.  oo.  .  , r  "J \40d.
/dnr!r( Asnddnon, rrL.d io l969 &, 19,!6 a Ctddnir
tor, ldd lltebr, o/ A,DFL
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R$r Haydcn, Kai'vu Ilsu, Eleanor Jorddr, Hcrbftt

Lt enberccr, Georecs I'{av, Robcrt Mc&], And.c f&

quette,Jean Pcrkins, Hcn.i Peyt,John Rassias, Hcnrt

Rcmat, wilea RNers, Frank Ryder, \{illiam Schaerct,

Rc'gcr Shanuck, Frederlck Sta(, HumFhrcv linkin,

and \11 Frccnan t*-addcll. These autho* and .on'

t.ibuto.s an.l do?cns ofothes, plus the mcmb.6 of

thc Execunvc Committcc over the years, have s'!tn
ADFL its Dniquc loicc rnd hrve hclped to lead the

organi:.non by raL,ne initiarives and by responding

t Ln.rre I  
j . .  

'h" |  'Fv ' ' |
Jnr ' ' rp. . ;  1. :  r . - 'h , "J rd I

I havc foun.l lt uscful (and refrcshing to thc cvc) to

intedupt the flow of prose iD thN cssar by Prcstnting
a chronologr rhat coes back, jf not to rhc ovum, at

l .ast  to the potrn,n t ime (1952) $hen the Modch

LaDcuagc Asociation unJertook to ride the rvavc.t

historv \!ith activities intendcd to change rno

st.rnethcn the readlins of foreicn ldnguaees in tht

Unitcd St.tes. Following tbe chrcnolocv I attcmpt to

.h.ractcri:c thc nro$ obvious tends

A Setectrve Lhronotogy or

Dvents Allecung rorergn
Language -l.ducatlon tn rne
United States, 1952-88

l95l MLA ohbins a ennt from tlrc Ro.kefe!-

l.r Iiru.dation to c$.bhh its Forelgn

Lansuage Program

195.1 Fnsi cdinon of Viuian Rllet farkcls

N.!.rdl lntt! dnd Fo€,8n LansrdBer

l95t \.{LA ts up thc Fa.uk} Ex.hltge r

ns .onrenrion .s r servicc to lob
seeken and deparnent.

1966 Thc peal lear for foreign languagc cn-

k!n.e and d.grcc rqunendns: 89on of

BA granring innirutions have a dcgree

r.qurcncnt 1. rorergn Langurge

1966 6i Tho N'1LA 
-er6 'nd 

end.lvs ACTFL

as rn indllidual Drenbe.ship orsanua-

tion for teachds of dlt lancuagG at all

l.\dsi ACTFL holds its fn{ annual

nc(ine in D.ccmb{ 1967

1961_ 63 MLA exflo.cs rhe nccd Id an o€.nim'

iion paGlhl to ADE thd sould neet

rhc needs of forc,sn l.nglaec

depaftn\cnG

1968 licrk vear for fortis! lansurse edrcll-

menc in hiehe. educarion: US total n

I , l l i , l6J.

l9:7

1963 Ar rhe MLA on"e.iion, an orBanD'

tional mccting prcp.sing rhc .reation of

an .ss..iarion of foFign lansuage

dep,dDrcnc duarts ovd '100 par

1958 Conercss a.sses rhc National Defen*

Edu.loon A.t (NDEA)

1959 Foundine of the Cenift for Afflied

19tq 6i 
^VDEA 

lunds slppoit salaries tor nate

s!pcrvisors, in{allation ot languagc

laborrtories, "Lmn.r in$tutes for ian-

srare td.hc6, and caduatc felloNshl

and .esd.h in le$ 
'oJlmonh 

tau8hr

languaBes and arca sudics

19€'6 Tht A$oi,dnrr of Dcprtndns of En_
glish, founded nrdepcndcndr, becomcs

r,rt of the VLA.

Thc USSR orbirs its fir* sputnik sat-

1969 MLA Ex..uuve Coun.il .rai$ ADFLi

flst ADFL Blllerin rppea$

lsiO A .ari.nal survey shoss a signiii.anr

de.lin. in the percdnraec of inniiurions

tl at havc forc,B. larguagc req"iremcn*

19?L ADFL holds ns {isr sunmer Fnina.,

d \4iddlcbuq Collece

l97l The MLA FacuLry Exchance is reFla.cd

bv dle Job lnlormdi.n Scrvicci ADE

anll ADFL hclp obtain full plrticipa'

doo by deFa(Mn6.

19?l Foundins of rhe Joirt Nainrn'l Com-

nttcc for La.guages UNCL) as a corli-

iion of F'otd-$iona1 organiarions

l9ll ADFL rnd ADE hold a ioint swmcr

seoinar ar Washington lJnlversiiv.

1971 ii Amdi.an Councilon Education conducs

its Inte.Mtional Education Project.

l9?+ L.sal rpantion of ACT|L flon MLA

l9r'4 i5 \,lLA cotduds r surver ot innovative

cu(nula in forcicn lansudces

lt75 Su.vey of foicisn lansu.g. rcqunemens

shoss thr only tlo'o of BA eranting in

$ltltions niLl hlYe a dcsrce requnencnt

19?6 ADFL in-cNes the nunbcr oI sunmcr

5em,.rrs tiom onc b slo

NILA holds a Flanninc .on{erencc at

th. RockefelLer Foundation ofiicc.
1976
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197? Represenrartrc Paul Simon urgcs appoin.
hent of a prcsidcnrial cohmission on
foreisn lansuagcs.

19?7 MLA obrains s.ants for file rask forccs
o maKc rccommenoadon! .o.cern'n8
ranguaee stuo!.

l97i MLA and Cco.setown Unilcrsirv hold
a n.rjonal contc.cncc ,n supporr of
RcF..seDarive Simon! iniiative.

1911 MLA hausu.atcs Prot$ion ro dlstribure
mo.e *idcly rhe besr a.ticles in thc
ADE dd.l ADFL l&llerins.

o; '  VlA. t  +.  eomn.nJ, l rL
Io.us fom sc,t rime to p.oficicncv eoals

1973 lrcsidenCs Commissbn on ForeigD Lan,
guacc and Intern.tional Srudies begitu
irs 

'nc.iiDgs 
and hcarings.

1979 lr.sidcnfs C.mmission holds rceioDal
hca.inss, issucs final report.

l9?9 Fore,gn Seruce hBrirutc invitcs aca-
dcmic l..euaee spe.ialisF ro a sorkshop
on thc o.al'proficiencr nrrcnicN.

1979 82 NEH and Exron Foundarion suppo.t
proeram-dcveloFm.r. rvorkshops for col-
lcce lansuagc d.partmeni .eptusrntatilc
du.inc four su..c$tre MLA convcntio,r.

l r  0 l . -  \ )  L, ! .  , r  . .  o , t , .  J\ ,  .
tablished to promore implenenrarion of
thc llcsidcDfs Commission! .ecom-
mendatioDsi JNCLs founding olgani:2tiors
make hajor .omnirmenrs to suppoit rhc

1980 ForeigD langurgc.nrol lmeDts in hishcr
cdtrcation rta.h a low poiDr, lS9i below
1968 lerels.

l98l ACTFL nsucs prolisional proficiencv
guidcl,ncs: a gert.ic sct ,nd languag.,
sFccifi. seis fo. Fren.h, G..aran, and

lr8l Focien language cnn,llmcors in highcr
cducarion shoiv an iD..€.r of 1.50n
abovc l9E!. Lvcls.

1931 MLA.ppoints a commission ro naLe
rr.omnrcnd.tions con.e.n,ns foreieD
ladguagc.du.arLon.

l98l b.al pr.fc$ional .ollabonrivcs ol
tcachcrs and profcsor form the Ducl€us
of th. Ac.demic All,an.cs nchrork.

l96l US D.parlmrnt of Edu.arion issucs
A N.rion dr RiJlt.

196l-85 S€venl major repons on s<ondarv anrl
high.. .ducatioD ar i$ueJi mosr of
rhen rc.ommcid lo.cisn languasc nudv
as an esscnrial component of cducari.d.

19E.1 JNCL N(.rs sho$ sisni f ic inr  a.rnir ,
in sufror of languaec *udv in horc
thaD tortf $*$.

l!84 85 Th. N4LA fo..isn laneuagc .ommission
corducrs a rudy of  graduare edu. ' r ior .

L98i The N1LA .ommissioD hollts a n.rion.l
conter.ncc on .sr..luatc cdu.aiion,

l9Ei Thc \1LA Jol Jn rndri.n Ltrs shon .g,
.i|.ant in.reasrs iD rdycriscd fositn,ns.

lo5 V. A . ,  , r \  , t  o- ,  '  
r

on fo.eigd laneusc. prograns.

1966 Fortign lancuaee en.ollmcns in highcr
rdu.ftion shos an incrcase of i.!9,o
abovc l9lJl telels.

19SS Th. Sc..rtar! of EJuc.rion endos.s
i{rc'cn Languagc sudy $ an csscnn,l
Lonrpnenr o1 . model hjgh s.hool

Some Continuing T.ends in the Hisio.y of the
Lansuage TLachins P.ofe$ion

t ol l ing. t  the.hronology, anl l  rcf lcct ing o.  ehat
.  i  1,  b. . l ' .  . , \  , t .  AD'r

B hrin, I see thrcc .onrinu iirj rcnds in rle l.ngurB.
tc..h,ng profe$ion: (l) a movemor toxard prorer
sn)nal unitt' ac(^s laneuage li.es rnd, as rn id.ar at
l.rst, across tht baricE bcr\ecn s.hooh and.olLss,
(l) a nolcnent ro$ard prore$ionali:arirn ,nd ercdttr
ac.ounbbilirv, and (l) a .ro!,emeDr to*a.d crearer
public !isibilitr anil Nor. sricnr"ri. aircmpis on thc
p t- . . . i  n.rr l ,  .  , r  ,  I
sion m,l<..s, and porcnrill allies in thc cdu.ational
arcna. h seems usrful ro rcflect both on rhe di.efti!,1
in trhich rhese molemcnis h8e trkcn us and on thc
path in \Lhich thcy arc likelv ro rontinue

l. Thc r.eDd ro\a prcf.ssional unitr Nithi. ihe
forcisn language fiel.l is so tansible thdt it .an bc
docunentcd, not onl-v in the scrdr erowrh of thc
budgcc, membc.sh,F rolls, an.l a.hid,cmenrs oI rhc
INCL, bur aho in r.nons rakeD br va.ious orgadiz'

n f lhr .  .  I  l - ld 
"d-o.  

n.  ,  
'  

. ,  l - r  p

Farion in ihe INCL. li] ckc a lclv c\amflcs: ACTFL
has.ollabodred on scvcnloc.dsions wirh.Lo or no,c
AAf o|g.nizarions h sponsorine joiDr rnnual Nee!
ings; ACTFL has movcd to indudc rcprcscn(atives oi
' ' '  c  a l ' . .d.d. '  . . f  .  r , :  . \
e.urir Councili rhc !arious n!te orsani:arions thar
is, thosc thrteprcscnr tcachos ofalllanguages hrvc
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l.l . ADFL dnJ /t, C.i,tnr.,-, i96t ,i,i

srown si ionerr i  A. .demit  Al l iaD.es l r .5.nabled

teacheF of va.iols lane!accs rt all lerels o tJevel"p

fc.maDenr mc.haDbNs fo. p,ofesional collabontrnnr

in local conrcxtsi and reachcrs of rll lansuaecs ai aLl

Ierels hav. undc$t!!d rh. nccd n, LoLl.lorarc lo.'LLv

nr drakire thc,. rdse bcforc s.hoolLroards, lcgnhrvc

conmittees, statc and localagcn.i$, ard thtcon,ru

lllo* ofthcse derelopmcns have ..in.idc.l Nith th.

grorth oi the JNCL ovcr thc lasr tcn lcars or so, ,

pcnod in vhich rhc prolesion s.$ its fntunes rclch

a l tN po,nt  and thcn bcgin to r isc,ga,n on d $N.

ofrcnoved puhllc intcrest rnd suprot. ajivcn Ltris hF-

torf ,onr. . .Dor.s.rpr t l r t .oo. lL,sn,nth. t  Lansuig.
ptuf$sion.ls, both indi\ uallI anJ nr rhcn oleanl

:rrions, ha!e naiuralh un.lcrvood drc nctd for rnr
Id o r ' '  :

ofdrt time. \\rhilc this movenretr ha; bcen !n.ouoc_

lng to r l rsc \ho bcl ic lc in thr .on{:cpt  o l .  p l r . r i | r r

rnrn, thr unit! of th. ficl.l is nill rclati!rlv fri.tile,

arJ t professlor *rll has r formldablc untioishtd

ascnda Amone othcr thirres, rv. n.cd to (11 dehnc

drc Nrrs h ,rl,ch our sorerei.rn ..srni:ati.os .en r.!

rus thcir rclr,rccs on .i.eoifi.mt cdu.ati!.rl obic.

csr ( l )  f iod $avs to r tach jndi ln lualp.o6$io.rLs

Nho rrc othcmrsr unteachcJ bI o.si.l:a(iotsi and
(llLcncr rlefn,e anJ cxplue tht connccrons bcn'ttr

lcvcls oI educrtion, l--crvccn for.ien linguas.s drd ED-
glGh, bcotcn noJcm langurees inJ da$ns, ft$Rn

bnguag* rnd linguiri.s' and bc.fcen laDguagc
profcsionrls ln Nonh Amtrici and ficn.ornt.rP.rs

2. Tht no!em.ntnr{d.J profc$n,nal r..ountabil

itr rlso hrs a lonq hrsoLy, has midc onsidcdble proe'

rc+, aml has a suL-strntial agend. for future r.tion

ln modern nm.s,  the mo\cncnt E.cs ba.L ai  lc .st  as

| t l r .s \ / i l l ian Ri lcr  I 'ark.r  s Iaronal ]nrrnt  ond For

?an Ldn!!dg{, Nhrh cndealorcd to FhLe th. \lL^s

Foreien ]-aneurge lroeam lfoundcLl!dd dirc.tcd bf

Parker) ur nr. cont.rt oi fubli. c\Pe.ritlons ol ran

guagc idsL.u.tion nr schools rnd colleges Thc nccd

ior redi.ecrion rn.lre@niing oflanguagc tcmhrn bc_

!.me a m,ttcr oa co.scnsus bcnrccn the lerdcship

oi(h. r.ofcssion, as rcprcscntedby ih. \'11A, and thc

Fubli.," as.€frcscnte,l bv rle fcdcral govtntmcnt tnat

ultharclr hn th! l96r's) f'rndcd, uncler the \rnonrl

D.f.rn: Edu.rtion Ac., i,1.xt.nsire proera.r ot sum

ncr iDsuturcs for tea.hes (togcdrcr rvith otlrcr sup_
portile pro-e,'ms). Th. .rc.tion ol ACTFI- and

ADFL,lat{ io.hc sJnc de.rde. incrrnatcd thehllAs

\vish ro nraintai., ertend, and inntutionili;. th. rtl
.ess of profcsbnali:atio. that had aLrerdy begur'

Bv dr. Iarc l9i0s rhc .on.es oi proficiencv nea'

.n. . . .d.s.  l ' ro 
'  

| "

. . . r  .o.  ,  
"  

F ,d,  < '  l  l

tutc anJ oth( eorcLnmeot.gen.$ rnJ orfkmc, l

n rhci. rhinknigbv rhc rc..nrmcn.lations of.hc Prc\i

dcnfs Conn,issior on frxeign Langurgc rnd lntcr

oarional Stu.lics .nJ othcr 8.onps, lcadc.s in thc

field-forcmo* anons thcn thc lcad*slrp of

ACTFL ddclopcd *ratcgi.s tur b.irBine b.th dr.

th.o.v and thr pr.(i.e ofo.al profcien.I ,ntcrvi.\v.

to nrnrl.crs ofrl e languagc tcachn,r: rrofcsion. CLrnt

frcjc.ts, m.ctinqs, .onf..cn..s, books, and r.ti.les

hrvc bctn abundrrr, and no re.ent froJc5si{,nrl "-
r v n orr field has morc ropdlr dcscncJ n, br

.all.d, as ir .e.Dcr.lLl ,s,
Asoidris \rititg, rhe n.rcmtnt has reacheJ scvcral

hunJred l id1! idu. ls and |  s igDit i . .nt  nunrb. .  o l

unncbi t ics,  sr i . .  ascn. ics,  anJ orh.r . lg.ni : r tnrns.
Like rD! Do!'..rcnt, it h$ ge..nic,l o,thodo\L heL

crodoxr, and conrovcs-r, anJ ma"r ohscn'ca rurtr

rcgar.l thosc phcnoncna as signs lra h€.lth .nd .on

rinuitr. k h.s h.d inFa. ulreadrr rnd ts tututc tn-
pact is likelr ro |e considtablc, lor it promscs rt Lut
patal solutions rf not uhimte ans\es t(, rht
pcr.ndirl Dio|lenN of mersu.ement, id.ulatnn Lr-

orccn rhool and collcqc, quatiti.{iots lor tca.hing,

r.J lruth nr ad\crrrsing." The profesion cannot rr-

folJ tu rgnore the challtnges r.ised b! rlrc nnn.m(t,

rnd i ts impa.t  rs on.rsrni :nrg t . iD. iFl .  f ( '  th inkus

rL-.ort  curr icr lun rnd mcrsuantNr is.s l ik . l t  to be

l{rm'ncnt as drc .n!  ofr l rc idds th. t  ha! . .mcrqcd
in rhe prcfelsiot.l litchtur! in r.ctnr !.r.s

L Finallv, tht tr of ADfL hds Nnnes.d i tcnd

toLva(lgreater prbLc inroh,cme.t in d.tciindinq thc

sorls of ldeign l.nguasc n$t.uction ir dt Unted

Statcs. lD rnan! \its, thF t nLI hrs been thc crpcccr{

anJ ni nur rcsFcrts .ltsi.eil .csDonsc nr th.
pLcmrses oftarker\ Naronallntrrrv rad lotrga Lan

!r{Ne\, l,rr it .r.ognir drat fortigtr l.neu.gc $ud!

cnri.hes Dor onlr th. nudenc nho fusuc it but also

tlt soci.rr ofNhn h thd dr. a part. \(Jnhour dimn,isl!

nu thc inNroncc of tcrchers and i.sotution-. ,n

shaDiis .uriculu nr, the mo'enr.nt h,: hclped dtan,.

rhe rcle oi c puhlic and of publc agcntits rr

sulrporring l.nguag. ruJv rnd in irroridingthe ne.er

sarl fumls ard lerd€sh4r fr resetch and dcrcl-

opnrenr ird for s.ncral Id trc.iali:cd torN or

n!!.rvicc rmnds ior fr.ultv menb.^. ln r..nr !ea.s,
rhi5 role h.s becn dcfinc.l lor rarious rimcs rn.1 r1F

. . ,  1,  1.  
'  

r  f

Laneu.sc anil lntcrndrion.lSrudics (1979), b-v dbou'

lft] $rt..onni$ions rnd trk forces, an;lby numcr

ous pnlak gro!ps !nd. lg 'n i : r i ions thar halc mrd.

rc..mn.nd.Lilrrs &nc!rniDg cuLLicuh nr sclrools, col.

leges, rD.l unilc6it'cs.
ln r 

"orld 
golcrncd bv lobbyifs, rhc ruls ofmar

kctn,g,  and thc *ruggtc foL. is i l r iJ l tv,  the hngurgc
profc:sion hrs mrdc cxccllcnt use o1 l1i n3tioD'l l.,b-

byms lscnr, thc JNCL, bascd iD \hsh,ngn,n, DC.

OuBi.lc \\1aihiDst, , .nJ c\pr.irll\ [ rtre !..t']ncl,
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the {ield has .€lied on the eftorts and experience of
local voluntei lead€rs, some of whom haw ben v€ry
effective. Media coverage, however, has been gener-
ally spotty and passive, and the profession has not
been centmli,ed or wealthy enouch to atrod rhe hnd
of prcmotion thn producrs and caus€s rcImllv need
to succeed in Amqican society. But ir continus ro
have access to its prime marketing ra4ets-€duetion.l
decision mak{s -and h.s leamed to mke r€markably
good use of rhe custonaty channels for rcaching and

In additioo to paying attenrion to rnarkering, the
laneuaee prcfe$ion also needs ro help a poorly in.
forn€d public clear au"y the cobwebs offolktore and
tuzzy thinking about language and b€in to rhink
abou, it nore Grionally and realisrically. Lansu.se is
an organ that vinually ev€ry humar being possass,
but while host of us are Gr more .ons.iou of lan-
euage than we are of, say, the paDcrear, our knowl-
edse ofthe inner structuE and tunclions oflancuagc
is about on rhe same level as the average person's
knowledge of the pandeas o! spleeD. And yer we all
pontilicate about languags and even hiehly educated
la]"ersons who would b€ skepdcal about medicel folk,
lore wi tolente unpo!€d hypoih$es, sw€€pirlg g€ner-
aliations, and myrhs about lansuage and lansuas€
study. We opeEr€ in a clelrsic vicious circle iflanguage
tschers weR ls marsinsl and moF end€l ro Ahtri.
can education, and thus mole highly rcsp€cted as a
prcfftsioq the lay public $ould be nore in€lined ro
defer to us and le likely to beliere irs oM rnrths and
biass: conversely, if the public ddqrcd more to rhe
prcfession-or even knew rhat one aisrs-our status
would be higher and our authority seatei

In the rneantime, while we wait for the status ofthe
ffeld o improve, wol go€s on. In the lasr strml l€a6,
at lea6t, th€ language profelsion has been well *rv€d
by leaders and innowrors in our own nnks, and to
an increasing exrenr also by funders and supporrers
ftom outside Clertiv€ apprcaches to the toching of
bsic slills. to rhe reaching of cukure, ro rhe lqchinq
of larguag$ fd sp<ial purp.*, ," ."*....".,, 

"'jco the use of audiovisual media and conputers ar€
abundanti collectivelr the profession has leamed
huch about how ils academic prograN fun.(ion
within their itutirutions and abour what conditions
are most likely to lead ro succsi and it has learned
lo elue aniculation berwen levels end carctul aften-
tion to ilr mbsion in teach€r raining. Ther€ have ben
su(esses in all rhese areas; and now rhe prcfession
needs to be r€minded of thes€ achieveinenrs and cn-
counged to build on them. Thar lole i6 certainly parr
ofthe tndition ofthe Association ofDeDartm€nts of
&teign Llneuae€s and one that the a6rcciation qn
be dpccted ro continue to play as it leads and fol-
lows irs coNtituency inro a ns cenruw.
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