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THE ASSOCIATION of Dcpanmrnts of ForciE',

Languages rvas established throueh the .onviction of

a !unbcr of chai.pcNons in foreicn lansuages rh.t

drc onlv wav to ncct  chal lenee and.. is is {as s i th

lcadcchip, open communication, and unirt 
^mons

thosc in the profcssior. ln Dc.cmber 1968, at thc

MLA Annual Conventioo, a croup of ove. four hun-

dred fneisn larcuige depanmcnt chairpenons helJ

a spccral meeting to diruss common problcms an,l

'o 
on.,-a ,h" ,d.  .o.r i - l  oI  ou J i : . . . r  o r

tion of depa.tmcn6 ot forcign l"nguages A tc\'

months latcr, aftcr consideiirg rhc $rong Positilc rc'

sponse to this proposal, the MLA ExccuLi!c Coun.il

votcd to sporsor the crtation of ADFL and oufio-

ri:cd funds for this purpose lt also.!!ointcd an or

gannine .om mittce, Nhich dmlicd a co.stnution and

estahlished proccdurts for teanng apermanent ADFL

1,". ,  or ,  , , .1. .  {c, , . , . t " ro !  d"

ficd some of thc ssues lnd ptrrblems that nost ur-

sentlv.equircd the a(ention otthe a$ociarnrn, such

!s the tiainine and supervntun ofgradualc tcachnrg

asr$ans, arti.ul.don betwccn $o-ncar tnd iouPaedr

.olleces, rhc for.igD language requirencnt, anJ unde.

graduate cuniculun refo.m. The firsr Fsuc of th.

'DJ'8". . r r  
r  p I  dn'  l l r r  lo5o

vningmembrship ii thc.sso.iation and scttins fodll

.lctdils of thc a$ociaiion! pu.pose, meobc6h,P, !F

saniz.tion, plans, and projc-s

Sin.e ks inccption, ADFL has Norked to prcvide

initirtivc , nd .ducatio n.l lcadtrsh ip ord to mctt thc

!arious challcnges in forcign ladguaee cdu.ation .nd

theprofesion inloduclilcways.ADFLmcmbershlp
is .lepairmcntali membes arc lorelgn languagc char-

pesons in .olleges and unive*itics of all si:es ard

tvpes. Thc de of thc ADFL Executivc Commntee

is to detcrmine policv and procedures tor thc orsan!

zarion and ro .dvise tlrc ditu.t!. on ADIL proje.is

The committee is conFor.l of Dine chanpe.sons$v_

ine threc-vcar terms on a .ot.ting basn, rcPrcstrting

PhD- and BA/MA-e€ntine depdrtmcnts and s'o-vear

Among norable ADFL piojects r.t the Publicao.n
of the ADFL Brlictir, nvo a.nual sunrme. semiias

for chanpr.sons, ADFl.sponsored sc$rcns at rhe

MLA convention !nd oth€. meetinss. su.ltvs ol var
'o:  11 . , r ,d.-r , ' . 'h o\-  |  , r ' tpol

staremcnts on i$ucs su.h ds. la$ s i :c, lunioFlacukv

derelopn.nt, and e!al!ction of nodtrad iri.nal ficlds

The ADFL Brll.rifl. wh,ch is pubLisbed thrct tin*

r rca.. prints cssrvs dealing with profesional, pco"_

gogical, cunrcular, and dcpartmtntal martcs Durnrg

rhe last score olyeaa, ADFL hds a(ivclv patitipated

in dis.u$ions of  ssucs. lco.cerD rc those t ta.hing

and pronoting foreign languagcs and lirc€turcs in the

Urircd Statcs, and $c ADFI Brllerin has recorded

Sincc 1969, ADFL has aftcnptcd Lo nonitof and,

rhen appropriat., iDfluencc changes iD l.rcign hn-

guagc cducation and .he profc$ion As {c cxamnre

d1c past and 100L to thr futu.e, it is lnrng thar Ne

fo.us on thr chancine nlturc offoreisn langurge edu-

cation and relrred nsucs. From the pcrpt(trcs of dre

rrof.ssion and tlrc Fublic, dre -veas 
1968 aDd 1988

may bc saiJ to cxcmpl,fy bd.l times lnd sood times

for forcrgn languases ir the Unlred Statcs The latc

1960s and early 1970s Ncrc a pcriod ofuncenanry for

thclanguageprofcsion. EnrolLnents wcre.1e.hrn,E,

forcign hnguage rcqui.€nera r'erc L--cing droppcd b-v

r largc number of collcges and uD,vcstrics, rnd job

prospt.ts [o. tco.hc6 offoreign l^neuascs weie erim
'oa . .  b,  on r  

' .  
F , .  a,r  . r ,  1," '  d '

t,nest in f.rcisn l.Dguas$, f.rcisn languagc cdL.,tioD,

a,d r"  '  ,a , ' '  r . .  .  n l  ' r  I

cisn lansu.ges are rising at .llle\els, torcign Ldnguase

requircmerc are hcing instituted o. ..instared, and

thc j.b harker for PhD .ardidares scems to be im-

Ercerps rakcn frcm volume 1 of thc ADFL Bu/le

rin do.uneni rhe cducational atnosph€re ofthe time

Such a hEtori.dl pespe-ivc .an be borh rclcahns and
'-  

' .  -  
n-  . " rar  r  ng J

rcnu,der rha ve arc ourselves besr qualilieJ to speak

for our profession and as a s!.in-qbo,rd fof dis.usnon

about \"hat needs tobe a.compllshcd.ln the frstrol'

une as rrell as in latcr isues of thc Blllerin a sicnifi'

crnt number ofpagcs are deroted to status repora and

' ' ' , ,  or '  1" forren n; ' rP,  o, ' '  i  rn '

tutions ofhisher cdu.ation. h volumc l, nunber l,

nrenrl'four *atements relatine &, thc forcign langu,gc

.equiremcnt at thr Univrrsitv ofM,.higan, Ant AF

bor,  .onst i turc 'Somc Proposi t ions .oncern'ng

Requirements Laneuaee and Othcr: Statcmcnts by

foui Lansuagc Dcpartmtnr Chatrmed'{L l 16). This

arti.le \as oricinallv reprinted from the Foruira Laa_
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Lle i  !  l r r ,n r{  \n i r l .  .  /

s,dr! Coeri.r (.11 [196,]l), fublish.d by rhc lansuac.
deFirtmcnts ar Adn Arbor and iEDed by rtrc follo\.
nr ! .h, i r fe6ons: Thcodorc \ i  Burtrev (Classi .a l
S dics),lohn Mdsrea!,lr. (SLa\i. L.ne!.s$),lrhcs
C. ONcill(Ronun.. Lansuaces), a.d a]a..n.c K. rort
(Germani. Lansuigcs). Fi!,c ofrhe sfc.r,,-f.rur rir.
mdrrs srcn to have ()nr iDuing la l id i ry twcnl ! ,c.F

l+. I rf .uftnt rqlirme.F.i rhr C.lL+r oi Ltr.rr.
,ur, S! cnrc, rnd rh. Art. f.tLrr drt ar.uLr\'s i...nr n)
l rsurt  nr .  nrJ!nas..r taf t  ly i , r ,  er .h.aairr  inr Ic. iut l
didrJ.tin-i Ensli,h, nr. !n isns!rse, nxrLnllirn.c,.!,.
.ht  \ ! rn. .  r [ r  humannns

15 J( !:\ xs!D,..l. lj rci6 xs!, rhr x ruLrlnt adJui
mqr o. rxrrLflhanlng {rLd Ln. ftpern\, tu ldu

Amrri.r.s ..uld no .ns{ xinnd rn!
Lu\! i \ .1 r : r in(hrxirrn.n. t  r rsuaL.uL.!rc,r .ar tDrrh.

.Er.  .q L .

m. i '  i l r  rJ!1r.r rs.ul tunL.d)ujm.fr  r r t ro jUn tr  u,L

16. rLt  *uay.a. !  hnsutre. . ther nM. Enst i !h. t i .L,
ini, the dt(l.r.ih(rlrjs thc bar[,.ti sirreLe r]!c(trl

r ' , I l  .1
,n.t ho{ i. tttt n) oqxr:. onis $tr.te Lf.nJ, ir.nr .fl
a r r !nr., r 1:ct.t,rnliols n,hrtj:F norrnsl.ss rl

' , t .
L.irhtrni i. h6tcr", L. .,fD!n!hrd, r nonerl.'s uL,l
r r  lda!  r i r  nr . f i . i rx{ . r , rnJrnrH.nutr  o i rn.Lt
r  * .  L 1\ ,n i r . l lun i rnqtr . ls

li lr ilGinlr.. {tn n..s..k!. rhrtnl Nxrimurn nLx 
"

rl,r ma\rntrm r.!r hLr i r!!s nr r ],. rvmtr.l. jn (h,rL,r,
(r !rth.\.nddFtrna n\tli rirr s, r. nncrsn tangli!.

ls Thi: f.5 ronr.!.nti nr r jr rlurr..fxt sr{e. ,
t r , i  la\s 1. .1 'LLsrt i .nL1,,r)  n. l  l , r  hrbi t  Dft ,ngLr{n rnJ
(! lrnL roh, nni:m, r\ elidrrtn, od irlst irn.tc NLiJI
(hrrur.ri\ rl,r r\o,.'r., r rtnn,J! !rn.mLL,; trr 3l\r!.
1,.:.1 ,! b. ..ri 'urJ Lrnh r.r,js ourjR: t h. f(.tr

'  -  - lo
ol

lltrgc iu:( !tn!dur5 ro ling!rlr {uJy unr{hm !lLtrin3
rheL, !Ju. l t ion3L t tusLm. l  r r . . r ru i f .m.n1! i ju.L ruJ, ,
. (hd 1, ' . . t r rn. .  o.  r , i r . \ , r .  , r  tath,  h l  rhr . . l t .g iar

t
,!.r. Th| iur bc rht .iLL ..unri,r \hetu nr \ L :., bL
i i  (  r$r1:nh so h.n

In "Vhr a Forciln Languae. Brerdth Rc!umheDC,
(17 l9) ,  CtrLl  Birch,  rhcn proiessor of  Or ientat  L,"
guascs a..l lo.m.r .soLiat. d.an ofinsrn,.don ih rhc
( lo l lcgc .a hrtcr  .nd S.,cnces at  rhc Lnirc6ir !  ! r
(lalifo.nr, Bc.licl.r, formulared somc reasons for
$ud!ins a toreig. laneu.sc:

\\'htrr ,hr iul! ,,i r :t(n ilsJ3s. o(ft Lr i, LnJ{
j rnd:n!  , , i  th.  nr ! r '  .a hr*, , i  ur  r !  ! ! . l i .  I  rnJ, j ! .
1! lrnptr,s., t. trt ir.r1. xnJ nJmrri.ns rhftr.,t)hs
,bolr ln(Li5h nr1r.n. ! rnr . r  t r . t rn in !ne i5h N.. . ! {

rLt  t . .h i t rues. i l i r i !uan.!  as Lons xs. [ !  t in l r , {  hLm
\fLrLsesE'sLLnr .d lor .cnrclJ l i :  o lnr . i r . is . .  Ln ql ,L.h
.ur nsivr rx.gutrgc r.'ps oLr rrr.nsht A L.nllasr has trs
g. . 'us. .h.rukus s.nius . l  (s .onmhrv t t  hs i r :L,r
rtanslat3lt. ron.qrs: r.nui, or OentuLnfkeir, .r rhc
pl.,.n.n.n\rtnn5hrironChn)lra.,,fr.. truttrhrh
f!.om( more d)mFr.L.nit,L. onLr, $hrn 1r..11c.( ,trL!
Chin.sc !hns.s drxt nht. ro,,tosins ia.e,,.(.f,tr)s txc.,.

-  . .  " - .  \  ,
onat.,Lr imatrnxtn,. rs tu (itrLta..n .rn. . The rr.h
lm.al ,nguace \o.k,n. . t t ts, ,s th.  !6btrm Dfd,c &turL

xaLcxc(Lcs, th! L(rq inkllc.,!rl lcrrt.f'skin! r]r. !{
b thc n)la\n ftr.n S.n. otrhr ron,no..omptxintr
rnn,abl./ Dhin 3 Lln.tnonsrnsc. \'! matc x grea n!

'  t . .  o . .  .  n^. . .1-
roLLcp. lrmant; x olfunr tL.,\ oIBrd id$ rtul Nr!
{. Cnil:arion. \]m.h.tr NR intolLc.ruat\ Fsre.rNLte
d,r. G.nnrn 1.]n,t. Lrncu:gr,khcis l,xrr a Lonq \,q
ni  so 

'n,nF.!Lns 
thcn heth.ds B!. !hethdt jn. , r

,ng, spoakrs, rt3dug., ri.ne, th. t.:.r.r n inrotleJ
.n! !rv of lrher in rlic $ennit pru..s: rhr F?rn(rt,
t i tutnrsunnr{Frtul t in 'c ly inuLblbtca. . !mrtar i .n.r
rur !.r!L ri.! lrom an.nr.r (lrun

rrnr ml in.cft nr. xd!xnrapc ird bc n.r (r unhi|Dr
rlrh rlir r'.i.$j rnLt n Lt\.i., nIr four qui.rcr. m r
s.Lng tu equiN (he nud.r( rith an, usduld.gree ol.oo,
F.r.drc lt !.!Lrl bt n, !..J ia rh. sc..nd hrsunse, ,hl
rll nnf.ita.i fL.{ r-ret-qn L,nsrLagc, r.!Lrl be rtru$ br!t
inro dr. hish {lr..l h ir.r rti:\ tr htrqr.nins n.r. rnJ
i,or!, 

-cn 
rh.us\ rir. U.nty

I  . r .  t r  1. ,
*uls! ll! ' ,: rhe d,r:h q!.ilcr t.rcl 3d{u:t. :hcf ,L

.,r), dr. f.rnln Sc 1...adr.ll5 ur.s trr nnererirs td-
nf,.. .t ir:ri,rL trn.ryLcJst .i a Lr.ien txnsuarr: ttr.
rb, l , , \  tuhanJl t { . r fdr  \ lkrh,o( anc\yjpnF{ inJ
() nd rfJ ilis.u$ I tr.hnicit ,rrnt! r onr p3fti.!lar aietd
lirhc a,\trth Llu:(ulrn be rin\d xs, spfl.gb.ard.rthr
tirtrr I t.n irtr:, then \,c.xn slr rlft n. s..xt Jtrrrl
rto Nl.|forJD: l.l r l o i.. m F e r. N ! ( x n b ! r.l,td. Otu
fl rr. iu n aims oi rhe fi,(l, quiiicr rou.. shlltd bc
n, tn..uLsc th. rltlrn. o i rtjnu. on intonrcnirh .f

Nor crcrvonc in rhe pr.fession aer.d on rhe nccee
nty oi r toreisn languag. requncmerr. Amooe oth$.
J.ff.cy Sahnons (rhcn chairpcrson ofthc Derrarmcnr
oF OcrhaDi. Lansurg.s ar Ydtc Untrrrstry) feh tt,ar
chanees ,vcrc rccded ir ihe forcien language dcpait_
mcnr, ch!.gcs rhat would be bcnefi.,at jn thc to,,s
run. h his .s,_v "Our froblcns A.c Our Own
(21 26), h. ironelv uryed rhe profcsion noi ro tak.
a stand agdnn rhe rclisron o[ forcign language requLe_
mens, crpldrnin.e rhat ,crenrion shoulJ bc paid IL
nead r. .u(iculu n ..forn and tibemli:ation. And he
prcFosed tht.he prcfcssion hc concerncd wth otl,-
Nucs dcsrrrine self.nticil artcrrion, su.h .s rcio,,o
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rn rhe studv of lilemrure and in the wav cuhure F

raueht. He found, too, rhat the overallqualirv otlan

su;e insrucrion was un"anrbctorv, and rhe train'

ing of rcachere inadequa,e Amons possible ,olutionl

he suggesred thar fore,gn lansuage taches be prcree

sionalized, that forcisn lansuage P!!a€N op@te un-

der the direction of competenr and willing dPens who

may be *pected to be rewarded on the sane basis 6

rheir colleasues in other fie1ds " knguage peclagogv'

hesard, is a legdmate bnnch ofknowledge snd

n is imDemttve rhat rhose who perform rhis serv'ce

be elieitle for prcmotion and tenue He ends his

essay wirh the following call:

Blt ffst of all w€ nu$ tum to ou.Flvs lt is tot fan for
h ,o ffsht hr *udens, for rheY m_ 

'h' 
ond uho sre

oblp.d o 5n in rhor dssrcoms Nor 's n dienihed {or

th. ;of.$idn to {ight for lhe nainenance or cufticuluh

rcquiEn.nc that at€ too oftcn d*Ged nor i! rhe in@d

of rhc studens bur as a pact of acconnodtdon snong

d@athcnol bmonhs. If we bdide that FL en be tausht

,.d 
'hould 

D. htned, w.'houid 
'rv 

odemonsft''thb

bv pedooanc. dha than bv incantdtion And if we be'
tid; that the le{ninq of zu hs tuDdamental educ'tio'al
wlue, seshould Fy to f s@dNmples in our oun div

cipline Nobody ek. s lilelv to sive us much help lor a

ln addition ro rcporting the viws of chairpersons,
voLune I of the ADFL Bdlerin ofiered its readers the

Ddspectives of, among others' an untenured assrstant

orcfe"so., an.ditor i" an all"d discrpline' and an un'

iergnduate langrase major And in addirion to-focus

ins on the burnins t((ue ot ihe rme, rhe rore€n

laiguace reqLrircment. the Bullerin anempted to suo'

Dlv information and insights concdnins curiicuhr

""d 
orcmmm*ic innoutions' tlsnd' af{ecdns the

p-ofe*ion, and edu.ational Pohcies. As rn l9oo' rhe_Brlletir 
to&y remains conmitted ro the coocepts of

openness, breadth of covemge' and fteedorn ftom

Darochialismi aE in the pst, the dsociation aims to

te as responsive m possible to the needs and int@sts


