
ABSTRACT This drti.!e preserts pslcholitsuist it
ievs olsecond lansuasc rcuding, discusses kihds
oJ readins ta leach, an.l ptuvid.s ddri.e oh texl
and tnatetiah setedn t fot dilfe.e,t prcJi.iencr
lerelt. Exotnples o! th. se.ord ldhsuase readine
ottirities aPPear ar the cn.!.

Readirg skillir rhe second lansuage has spark
ed Des interesr in the past decade. Lotr readiDg pro
ficiency anions adult foreisn laneuaee leancs has
been due in lart lo the ilcr thal many secord
languase course! based on audio-lingual and srruc-
rural approaches have iD rhe past treared feadinC
as a Cindcrella skillj so'nc courscs tcndcd to cm
phasiz€ oraland sritt€n p.oduction at rhe expense
ol reading and listcnins comprehension. Howe!e.,
erper ience bas shown tharpraci icein rhe so{al led
acrive skilh does nor dece$arily lead to the ability
ro undesrand speech and \lrlren rerc.l

Poor rcading can oirs' be trace.l io leanrer
unawarenes of readins soals. Learnes should
know beforehand lvhcthc' thc,v are rcadins to ob-
Iain a speci f ic  facl  of  p iecc of  in lornral ion,  the
eeneial idea of lhe author, or a comprehenn\e
undernanding of  thr  Lext.  Ihe!  should be raushr
Io use readnrg rechniques approprialc to rhe lark
at  haDd.r  Addi l ional ly,  advanccd lca.ncrs should
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be ablc lo evalualc spccific lcxis. lxcrciscs lailored
10 diiicrcnt readine soals can help the lea.ner
achicvc thc dcsired objecrives.

Psy.holinguisli. Theories on Reading
I ixpens.annor agree on a uni lcsal ly accepled

reading theor,! to lhis day. Scienrirrs point our rhat
it is diificuh ro analyzc rcadins, since many pro
cc$cs occur simuhaneously and aulodatically.
Rcadine is a complex perceptualand cogniLive p.o-
ce$. and iI has been draracterized as a "psycho
l inguist ic gue$ire game." '  Psychol inguists l icw
fcadins as a mo.e o. le$ luccessful inreraction
anong three iactos: higher level coDceptual
abilitie!, background knowle.tse, and proce$
strategiesi  rhe resulr  of  the interact ion js

Ler us consider the three factors ir lernrs ofsec
ond lansuage learnins:
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Conceptual Abilities arc\mponani in r€ading in- Monon and Patterson poina out that wh€n a writ-
struction. Succss in reading a second language is len word activates the semantic sysl€n directly, it
not always directly related to the degree of oral pro- arouses several words, all semantically relaled 10
ficiency in that leguage. Some le&ne.s may have the orisinal words. In order to activate the right
hish oral proficiency in a foreign latreuage and yet word through internal phonological recoding, the
read very slowly and with poor comprehension. graphemes Gnallest unit of writing) are converted
They sometimes fail to achieve the necessary into phonenes Gnall€st units ofsounds); this con,
reading competence because theylack intellectual version into int€rnal speech constitutes a backup
capacity and not because they cannot learn a or "skbilization" mechanism.s
foreign language; in other words, they have a
reading problem and not a Ianguage problem. For Reading corts
these learners, t.aining in reading would be of L€amers have different reading soajs at different
special impo.tance. When selecting reading goals rimes, depending on the kind of informarion rhey
and ex€rcises the leacher should ke€p in mind the need. Reading assignments id€ally shoutd incor,
le&ner\ age dd reading level in his or her narive porate a variety of reading techniques to me€t the
language. different needs:

Backsrou,td Knowledse is also an importanr
variable. Usually, learners read faster and with ber-
ter results in languages of similar cultural
background to their own than in languages
representing other cultures. According 10 Cates and
Swaffar, Ainericans learn western European
languages faster than Slavic languages.5 R€ading
about familiar subj€.ts and about activilies in onet
daily routine may produce positive results a! well.
In judging the difficulty ofa reading assignment,
teachers will want to consider the background
knowledge of th€ir students.

Procen Sfor€8ier ar€ considered sub&nponenls
of reading abilityj they @nstitute paths to com-
prehension. Generally, the proc€sses involved in
second language reading are similar to reading in
a native languase. Typical strategies peninent to
reading go fron simple deciphering of written sym-
bols (phoneme-graph€me and grapheme'
morphophoneme correspondences) to combining
sounds and meanins (syllable-morpheme and syn-
tactic information) to hishlevel understandins (lex-
ical and contextual meaningt. All lhese stralegies
are us€d sinultaneously. The average reader ac-
quires the skills ofreadins by a sradual reduction
of the concr€te process stralegies, such a! phon€me-
grapheme coBespondenc€s, al the expense of the
abstract ones based on syntactic and semanlic
retrieval. James Coady has illusilated that, d the
training progresses, readers rely more and more on
!h€ abstracl strategies.6 Evidence indicates that the
learn€rs who rely mostly on abstracl slralegies are
becoming profi cient readers.

Scdrr.ftA-slud€nt! look for a dare, a number,
or a place. They are asked to answer such ques,
tions ar, "What was the final score ofthe soccer
Inatch?" An exercise based on scanning may also
involve matching two sets of data. For example,
the learneB could be told that "Given a page oI
job openings and employn€nt want€d ads, try to
natch unemployed penons with jobs amouced.'t

S,timl.rjrs is quick reading for th€ general drift
of a palsage, typically to identify the main idea of
a given text. ln one activity involvins skimming,
learners ar€ directed to read a paragraph and then
10 choose th€ statement that besi expresses the cen-
tral idea. In anolher, th€y are asked to select the
best title for a given shon story. In a third activi,
ty, readers learning to skim lestate in the foreign
language the main idea of the t*t, this time in the
form of a lelegram that uses ar few words as
possible.

Readinq fo. Thomugh Comyehmion is rcadiry
to master the total mssage of rhe wrii€r, both main
points and supportins details. It is that stage of
understandir8 at which th€ reader is abl€ to
peaphrase lhe aulhor\ ideas, but has not yet made
a crilical evaluation of them. ln order 10 practice
comprehension skils, learners may be asked to
complete the teacher\ partial paraphrasing of a
giv€n text, In another exercise, learners may bc
dir€cled to read a selected article and subsequent-
ly to prepde a writlen condensation of it. These
activilies allow the teacher to combine reading and
writing practice in the foreien ldguage.

Another psycholinguistic th@ry asserts that two Ctiticst Resding Aoes beyond thorough con-
routes to meaning operate sinultaneoudy in rhe prehension. I1 encourages learners to reacr ro
no.mal reader: a direct route to meaning, and readings with the same criticaljudement rhey pro-
anolher which is nediated by the phonological bably exercise when reading in their natile
.€coding of writl€n words into intemal sp€ech.' languaees. The teacherasks qu€stions suchar,.!For
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NhaI purposc and Jor whal  audicncc i \  th is rnrend
ed?" or "Do you sharc rhc rutho. !  poinr ol
v iew? Al te.  srudeic undesrand $hat is meant
br hference queslioDs, tbe teachfl may ask drem
to \ ! r i le se\eral  of  thcir  o$n which p.r ta i r  1o a
sclcdcd drticlci olher srudents respond lo th€se jn-

tererce questions in c1ass.

Conlexh!al Guessirg
ID addilion Io addrcsine difitr.nt rcading eoals,

a psychohnguislic apDroach to reading trcmoles

Sonetnnes euersn'g is lxcilirxted by the built n'
rc{h,al rcdundancy. Tc\tual .cdundanc!. miy takc
rhc tb.m ol  a cor lerru. l  dcfrnir ion . r  o l  x cxose
.f tccl  s.qucn.e. ,"  The fol lo\ ing scnlen.e conlaiN
. c o n t  c \  l  u a ld e f  in i l  io n af ter  t  h c r  o.  d ' !  c g r  e g a l  e d:  '

Ard Ih€ labor work force, says Sal tonstal l ,
was conrplctcl,v sesteEale.l 211 al 24)
laborer are \rhite.

The Chistiu" StttnL. ,rt.nitot
J i ruarr  10,  i r8.1

A cause-eritcL sequence appear\ in Lhis starede.t
on " lorei8n- language inconpetencer"

. .foreign langnage ircompelence lends to
harrpd rh.  abihy olAm.r ic.ns to opoare
.fttctivclJ ovcncas and puls thcm in a posi
l ion oiwair ine for  orhcs lo conrc to ihcm.

Thc Christiut &icn.c Manitar
Janua.y 10, 198.1

Conlcxlual  gucssing discouraecs lc!rncrs Jrom
locusins rheir  a lLenr ion on i$ lared lexical  iLen\.

The problem of idenrifyirs $ord lrearing can
nor be sohed by mflnorizaljor, narliculany for
rods $irh se!*alNarnres. Nldeo\d, ir has been
sbolrn thal cfieclive 

'eadine 
pfoef$s has bcen

slo$ed down in lcarner\  $ho have marrered
decodir . !  by goire dire.Lly f rom fr inr  to neaning
$i thou( regad nr conrexr. , ,  This aulho. 's
da$roonr crpcricnc. has confirDcd rhat lcanicr
Nho are ci\en a hree DUmber of derajled quenions
penainirrgtoa stoD $rbsequentl,v arc le$ successful
in providine comprehensne anNer based on Ihe
lext  rhan rcadcrs sho l rc rrot  providcd \ ! j th nrclr
dclai lcd qu€sr ions.

ln ordcr ro discouraee sludcnls |rom nre.cl,r
decodins word mcaning, qu.st ion\  should noL
focus or isolared le\ical itemsi when$er posible
thc) should rcquirc rnlerencc o. thcpafi ol lhc slu
dcnr.  \ Idcove.,  " l rce rcsponsc" qucsr ions shich
could readil! be .esollcd b) rele.enc. Lo single
phrases o.  senrence! \hould be avoided.

For rhose nude.L!  who rne Leacher has derel

L / ' ' , :1 _ ' ,
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mi're.t Io have readnrg probledN and nor gd'eral
l l rnguagc acqursi t ion di l l icuhies,  rhe ul i lDal jon of
crercisci ainnrs .I flrrichinc conrprehflNion
abilities can bc reco'nmcndcd. Somc psycho
i i rsuj \Ls ha\e nored larr ly thal  nrul t i f lc  choicc
quest ionin.s ca.  be used ef iect i !c lv ro rrai i  !  per
$n\ abi l i ty  io th in l . r  I  J,  Nlunb,r  cnrf  ha5iTcs that
Lhe lcarncr slrculd benNrructcd 1o sclccr ihc "ben"
an$ver not the "righr" ansivcr! nnceit is pcrttct
l !  val id |o have d; l racrors rhararcfart l )  r ighr. l t
is  a lso valk l  ro hale no.r  Lhan onr accrf tablc
ar$ver.  onl_v one ol  shi .h,  howe!e. .  is  best. l \ ' lun
br aho roles rhal  i r  is  inpormnt ro pinpoi i r  Lhc
ilems which are answcred incorrectl,I: "when apcr
\on arsy. .s comp.ehension quenions inco..ecl ly,
the tason for hi \  cror nra) bc inLcl ledual  or
l insuis l ic  or a mixrure of lhe t$o. Slch 

- .os 
can

be analyze.l and Lhen .lasificd $ Lhal quc\tion
inecanI.keaccourtof  rhesearasof di l f iculrr .  . ,1
E\en 1or \ tudenr\  not  having rcadire di l f lcul t ic( ,
hoNeler,  muhiple ' .hoice qu.sLion\ nrr !  bc ulcd

Anorh{ acl i r i l !  thar has been u5ed $ccc$lulb
$ih al l  rcadi ls s luder ls in!ohes the cloTc rcchnj
quc. This technique has code \r tungl t  into iocus
in rcccDt lears .s a re l t  of  rhe p\ l -chol inguisr i .
rnlc.p.elalion of readingj il corslilues anorhe. p..
ce.lure ro dc!elop rcadine abillies. In a rynical
dozc cxcrcis. ,  e lery f i f th o.  e ighlh lo.d i t  delered
l ionr a lcxt  Nhich is ar l .ast  100 *ods lors.  Tht
bl : rnk spaces arc al1 thc same leneth.  The f iAl  or€
o. r$o scrrcrccs arc lef t  in lacl  to pror ide $ne in-
i t i r l  contcxr.  

^ccordiDg 
ro C.E. Olgood, lher .on-

stnurt  a heasu'e of  comnnuri l i ly  of  rhe lanstrage
syned ofrhc Nr i rc,  and rhc lcafn*.  'Cloze crer
.(es develoF. pcrsoDis pragmel i .  e\pe.Iarcy
granda.,  hccau\c lhc! '  increase the abj l i t , !  to an-
l icrpare elemenrs 1n a Lenporal  scnlcn.c pc ain
ing Io a gnen grannar. ODce lcarncE makc a srn
Iacr icalde.; ion.  Lhey ni11 harc ro sclrch lbr  the
. ight  an$ler Ni Ih i r  rhe . re i  of  n. .gn)al ic\  r rd
seman(ics.  . la.mrs/  c i tc\  an cxccl lcnt  cx.mDle:

Consida (he cloze i rdr ,  A hrnrbu,cc,  i !
lood. '  The.uredr iesronr i i i r

sor i 'e n 'ghr bc " junk- tbr  otheN "good."
dcpcndilg upor the pdr$n'\ extrricrcc! and
b.ljcfs. The an$\e. vdy" lidarcs a syr
tadic rulc,  and i .kv" \bhr* a s€n,anr ic

Course derelopen shouklain ro includc cbTc
e\ercis$. encouraging the lcarnc.s lo.cad in a non
conrFel i l i re almosphe.r .  Pa.r ic ipants coul . l  rork
in groups of beNeen six and eighl 10 ensurc a
reasorablc oplortunir t  to tar l i . ip.Le. The most
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widely kDo{n rcading exerckes in which sihnl
rea.lbg is rollo$cd bt; dis$sio,r ak r,, o,ip./...
nnd grcup prc.lk1ioh eRr.lsc'.:'

In lhe group cloze ercrcise, learn(s are asked
'o (a. l  .  \ .  r '  

'  
J  . lo/ .  r / t  r  Ne, .  rboro'  p.  . .

t\vo, three, or lbur l€arners n.epare their an$vefsl
pa.Licrpanrs are nadc aware ol dre need tor cor.
vlrdns arsumenrs beiore decisions are .eached.

On lhe other haDd, rhe erotrp predicrio! exer
cne involles a rclcase of shorr palsages, one ar a
t ihe, Io agroup ofreaders Therask is ro fespond
ro que(ions posrd by a group moderator and to
nrake inlirences i.om whar n read and fius an
ncrpare vhat miebt happen in laier insrallncnts.
All reading is silenr, and no wriring is nrvolvcd. The
tcacher collects rhe instaltnenrs \o that no reJerence
back is po\riblc. Reade.s are encouraeed rojustjft
therr responses, and orhcr rDernbers of the group
arc advised to challenge thc resDonscs.

Both rype! of cloze e\ercises proridc not onty
specific faining in reading, but rhey aho foster
secono language codnetcnce in gencral. Needtc$
to sayj thrs ltte of acliviry rcquire\ a sjgnificanr
amount ot coDrexlu.l guessing.

T.rt md Matrrials Scleciiotr
Rcading in a $cond Iansuage is bcn fonered by

thc ut i l izar ion of  le ls and marer iak suirabte for
boLh cxtersive and iDrensire rcadii-E. Exrcnsiveand
lntens've lypes ol rcading havc been prcscrred by
NIurby in his article "Teachins Intensive Readire
Ski l ts."  N ID conira5t to i r iensivc.eadine, whjch
is usually condudcd nr class under ctcarly defincd
condirions, exLensive readile can rake place
anywhe.e. This rlp€ oireading prodprs ihclearne.
to read e\lensively for iDfoinarion and plca$re

'n 
a war similaf to rvhich peoptercad iD rhcir narive

language. 11 aims al devclopiig not onl! rhe habir
of  reading, bul  aho thc abi l i ty  to read quickly.
Tcxrs fo. cxrensile rcadjng could inchdc area
backeround iliormarion, canoons, play\j and con
Iedporary shor l  sro. ics rhaL rcquire l i f i le

As lor nriensive rypes ol rcading, tcxl sele.rioD
is an imporranr srep in Lhcprepararion for reading
insl.uctioD. Fi.st of all, a tcxt has 1o bc adjusted
to the lcamer 's abi l i r ies.  rhc learner wi l lnor pro
fir irom a text which is roo casy o. roo difticutt
of not ruircd to her or his age. N,Ioreove., rexrs hare
to bcsele.t€d $ilhasFcific purposcin min.l. Sonie
texrs, l ikc bus s.hcdules o.  neivspa|er ads, haybe
scanned tor sne.i Jlc information, whitc oihers,like
cdilorials or poliric!l anicles, rende. rhcmsehes ro
!kimnrinc. A selecred rexr shoutd atso be jn-
lcrestlng. C. Hafison and L Dolan $arn agaiisl

. . t 'a !
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unsuirable texls:  " . . . i l  a picce n bland and bo. ing,
or too complex or technicalfo. a grouD of rcadcB,
they will not learn lrom ir." , Inrcresring texts are
found Dost ohen among authentic natcriah.
Aulhenticity Drakes Lhc tcxts rel€vaDi and a.cessi
ble Io human cxperienccs and rhus facilitares
rcadnre comprehension. Authenric texrs are usually
cohclle and coherent. Although somerines rhey
requlre sone cditing, usuall) rhe! lrrc belrer rhan
the tcxls Nrillen erclusrvcly for training pu.poscs
by noD proltssional $rire.s. Thereforc, $henever
l!a!iblc, teachers should u!itizc aurherric texrs.

Apracrl.alsuidcro lext scle.rion is ACTFI_.sprr-
risk tal Cera.ic DesLriptjorr-Red.trs. The iutl
Ie\r ofrhe desc.iplions is pro\ id.d in rhe bcsiturine
ol rhjs issuc. The P/o!blo, ul GekenL Des.riptioas
art araDeed according ro dre lcvch oipe.tbmancc.
lo.cach le\c lappropr iare rypcs ot texrs are recon
mended, suiLable l tchniqrts are idenr i i ied,  end
sieci l ic  reading eorh nr c su!sr \ tcd.

Reading actiri!ics presenred betorv nay susgesl
ne* Bays ofusing authentic rnatcriah in a second
languase da$roon. The acLiviljes are ar.aneed a.-
cording to the levels irom Novice Mid, throuCh
No!ice-High. lnte.mcdiate Low, IDlermediate
Mid, l termcdiare-High, Ad!anced, Advanced
Plus, to Superior. Thcfe is one acriviry ibr each

Fo. rhe Novicc \4kl Levct reachers mat'. selecr
second laDguagc malerials containing names, ad-
dressesj daresj buildire Dames, streer signs, and
other inlormative liens. The cxcrcise prescnted
bclov aims al delelopbcnt of tbe abiliry lo under
nand highly conrexrualizcd v ten language.

To scan for required info.narion.

.:l I

Dirccliors: Ansver Lhe following qucsrions pcr
ra'nrnc ro rhc posrer.
. what clals is offered?
. When docs ir sra.r?
. Wherc will Lhe insrrucrion take

. What danccs are oilcfed?

Novicc,Uid

SOURCE: Aurh€nr ic schoot posler
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SOCIAL DANCE
CLASS

INTERMEDIATE
CLASSES BEGIN:

Thursday 8 March
1730

STEPS TAUGHT:
Disco, Rumba,
Swing, Polka,
Waltz, Foxtrot,
Samba, Tango,

ChaCha

I  10-5 Lessons
No partners Required

Presidio Recreation Center

Forthe Novice-Hish Lcvel , leache6 may ur i l iTc
signs irdicatine hous ofoleration, menus, caralog
price lists, bus/plane/fain schedulcs, radio/TV
programs, maps, and traffic regulaliors. An ac
ti!i!ypromoline the de!elotnenr oi scannine skilh
al this level is prcscnled below.

To scan tbr rcqujred inionnarion.

Scan lhe menu belos, rhen answer the
qucstions thai follow.

Novice Hieh

LA ROTT-{

Bee.,  draucht. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ l .25
Borr led,  Grorsch.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.25
Donest ic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . .  1.25
lmporled.. . , , . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.50

Ice cream (Drrer ' t . . . . . . . . $l.25
1.00

Soup and Salad.. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4.50

Ccl lar 's Cheese Cakc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.25

l What is rhe price range for a ncal?
2. Whar rype ol food is serled in a rcsrauranr?
3. How nuch is a piece of  cake?
4. Ho; much is a bonle ol lorcisn beer?

SOURCE: Aulhentic .estau.anl menu

1 50 t,renne,liate-to,"

:1 ] :  Mcssages, sreerinss, sraremenrs of sociar
- ' -  aneni t ics,  announcements of  publ i .  evenis,
' '' biographical nole!, conmon descriprions of pc.
- ': son!, phes, and rhins!, advertisnre dogans. nar
' - '  rat ion otevents,  tour ist  b lochures,  and sidplcnar
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ratives of routine behavior may t'€ used for the
Inaerm€diate-Low L€vel. An activity aiming at
developm€nt of skimming skills on the
Intermediate-Low level is presented below.

Actirity 3

Goal: To read for required infornation.

Directions: Given a page of job openings atrtl
employment want ads, ary ao maich
uremploycd p.rsons with jobs
announced.

T€chnique: Scannins

Level: Intermediate-Low

SITUATIONS
WANTED

HELP WANTED

0asl4
FOREICN LANGUAGE ANNALS

SOURCE: Rob€rt C. Lafayette. The Cuttwat
Revolution in Forcign Lansuase Teaching (Skohe,
IL: National Textbook Co., 1975), p. 100.

Such natedals as annoucements of public
ev€nts, popular advenising, notes conraidry
biographical information, or naffation of events
may be prepared for the learners on rhe
Int€rmediat€-Mid Lev€I. An acrivity foculing on
skimming skins is pres€nt€d below.

AcaiYity 4

Coal: To develop ability io skim a Eitten
t€xt quickly ard effectively.

Directions: R€ad &e te"rt below and r€srar€ the
main idea in th€ folm of a titl€.

Technique: Skinning

l-evel: Intcrmediate-Mid

For th€ lirst tlme, household lelevislon watch-
ing in lhe ljnited Slat€s surpass€d ssven houls
a day in 1983, the Telovision Bu€au of Adver.
tising sald W€dnesday.

T€levision-walching lims r€ach€d an avgrage
of 7 hourc and 2 minules laal year, comparsd with
lhe previous high ot 6 hours, zl€ minutes in 1982.

SOURCE: 
"re 

Ch stian Science Monitor.
F€bruary 23. 1984

Social notes, lett€rs and invitatioDs, shorr
bioS.aphies, fdiliar news, and nctional narratives
nay be us€d in preparation of th€ Inremediare-
High Lev€l of rcading acriviri€s. An activity in
u/hich leam€Is have to exract rel€vant information
from a selected article is presented b€lolr.

Activlty 5

To extract rel€vant infomation from

Directions: Read the sporrs nevs and pr€pare a
writt€n condensarion of it.

Technique: Thoroush Conprehension/cist

Lev€l: Itrtermediate-High

coal:
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RLS Girls Move
Closer to Second

Robert Lou s Slevenson Schoo movedwilhin a hali
gameolsecond place in MissionTra Alh el ic League
glrls' vafsry baskeiba wth a 53 31 romp over Gon
zales H gh asl  n ghlatSlevenson.

RLSlumped oul loa30-13lead nlhej  rsthaLl .  'We
lr ed 10 iast break and ger rhe ball down the iloor as
quicky as poss bl6,  sad PnaleCoach ai l lHanklson.

Christiar Monlson made some s!perpasses and set
!p Chandra Thompson She aso made a coupe of

''They (Gon2ales) were delermined to shlt Anya
(Hankison) dowi, Farkison sald She was double
andlrpleleamed That efi some others open ike Kerl
(N sson), and she d d a rea sood job. she had e ghl
poinls n the lirsl hall lt also meant Anya was iouled
a ol  and she madesrx oJ l l  cha.ty losses in lhesec

''It was good 10 get ba anced scoring, Hankison
sa d Cam Walkins (who a ternates at poinl guad) was
lhfeeol threelromthel loorforacareerhighsxpoir ls '

Stevensor a so won the tun or varslty game,31.23,
behlnd 10 po nts by Kim Huggins. The Pnar6sare 8.6
overall a.d 5-5 n the league.

BLS 53, Gonza es 31

SOURCE: Manterc! Penntsula Herul.l, Jauaty
2?, r984

New\ item! describins frequently occurrins
e!ents, sjmple biographical information, social
lol1ces, and slandard business letters may beuiiliz
cd lor the advarced reades. In rhe acrili!y
presenred belo{. lean'ers have the olporluniry 10
develop their  comprchcnsion and skimnrine

5l i

so many hmdrcds ofdrm....Yet. I have neve. bccn
ablc 1o think of  a subst i tute and hav€ yet 1o nreet
anyore dse who has.

(A) Hundrcds ofcxamirarions have beo snen jn

(B) Wri t ren quesr ions l rc rhc besr ryDe or ' . r !mir

(C) IL is obvious that thc c la$ has rot  srudied i rs

(D) Tests are horible, bur no one hls lbund a

(E) Sh'denh musl be prodded to
queslions o! a lest.

SOURCE: A. C. Omaggio a?rrr,8
Corlrr l  (DLl l :LC, l9El) ,  p.41.

Readings on specialt,! topics as ilell as re\L! cor
laining faclual inlormation ir non,technical prosc
can be used lor ihc Advarced Plus leancro. The
acl iv i ty preserted bclow requjres rhe abi l i ly  ro in
terpret main ideas and solre .onLextual gucssing.

Actirilt 7

Direcr jons:  Read the srory and rr i r€ thrcc ques
rions thal will unveil rhe ftrori\es ol thc
occurrjng e!erts.

Technique: Thoroush Comprchcnsion/'Skinnning

To understand the main idea of a

Read lhe paraeraph and th€n choose
rhe stateDent tbat besr expresses rbe

And ha| drt jhf p..tJtie"d, aho \d\ a r?1hutL,
,uniul!, rotn. a.fj tlier three wo^ ol hd.kbreaki"t:
tabo/ und little pa! tn this !1a/ion\ Stute al cdlt.lomit:)
Di.t he uc.uinulat? a snnlt Jnttune to btirB hd.]i ro ht
Jatni\ bcla|| rhe Rb Gnu t? Irtl h. !d\. atutlh ul
tean, ta renit h,nsctJt Db,lh's halilat rith his k^!.t

H(krtrnetl, as hefa"le, \ith a trn \tri tnl a ]a..c.t
raat, h6 po(ke( eDtdr, h6 sha.r braerl, h^ \ln1 k,t

"etl 
u lttlle d.eperr.hl e\ta:urc la \tnd and ao), hit

spnit rnqreh(huble brt bruised, E nelul, Qr ur audb.
dsune, Jat ltt NarJaad hc hdd hed' hu.nd a"d.foi
the lousr naltress he hud been pr^ilq.n 1.\l.eron H.
ha.l one t.aete |hith hecaulrl pia.luert er e"<. of
th. te$ur.ts af svat an.t 1ai|: u ({tifn.utejd a @,earr
plot \rhichsoheenut ah.k hu.Jk)t.! hi,. Llo\ lt. \otr|rl
retun to o.ttpr rhit plat. dt !h.tpp.ih1.t !iDre, nobott.l
ha.l exphnEd b hrr. i\obadr toul.l Itt ritt nevr o(
crp!it, tre\tha sold n b hirt kn.v. Hi! plke, lttt t|tut
he 6. 6 not in the Manter.f cc"1clrt! btl in thc ben .l
d fe,ere.l rivr, h tlte n,,soIun ua(io! tiilt.an.h, th
thc rdste aIa r.ot.hed eadh.

Thc obvious nrethod ofdiicovern'g whelher the
class has studicd ns work,  and of  prodding rhed
on tu study iD drc fulure, is ro ask quesdons. Wrlt-
Len queslions \hh writlen answers are '1ests,"
"quizzes,"  or  "examinat ions.  '  Hor ib le *ords.
l \ ' ly  souls ickens aI  their  very so!nd. I  sat  through
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SOURCE: HenryMiller. riS Sw and the Oranges
of HiercAynus Bosch lNew York: New Directions
Publications, 1957), pp. I l9-20.

Standard newspaper items, routire cor-
respondence reports, and rechnical material in a
field of interest can be used for designing reading
activities on the Superior Levd, In the cloze activity
presented below,Iearners may develop their abili-
1y to comprehend a text thoroughly,

Aclivity E

Coa| To develop reading competence in a
second lanSuage.

Directions: Read the entire palsage. Prepare the
answers in subgroups of the€. Discus
your responses with the entire 8roup.

Technique: Thoroueh Compreh€nsion/Croup
Cloze

Level: Superior

4 Soldiers Killed
in Honduran Crash

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (AP)-A U.S. Army
helicoprer taking pan in war gam€s crashod in
bad wealher in the rugged mountains of north-
easlern Honduras n€arlhe Nicaraguan boarder,
killing lourAmerican soldiers and iniuring six, the
LJ.S. Embassy said Friday.

"Thers was no indicalion of any hoslile ac-
tion," an ___..1L_ communique said.

Th€ accidsni __..1q_ Thurcday aft€hoon as
tho uH-60 Blackhawk _--lL_ was en route
lrom El Aguacalo 5 base, 130 mil€s
norlheast oJ Tegucigalpa, 6 San Loren-
zo on the _Z_ ol Fonseca on lhe Pacific
_____.1L, lhe communique aaid.

"Adverse ----g_ kept rescuers and sur-
vivofs lrapped overnighl inthe ____10__ moun-
lains,lhe embassy communique 11 . The
victims were not evacuated -_12_ Friday
morning.

The survivors _____ljl_ laken to the
Palmerola __llL base,60 miles norlhw€sl
of 15 capilal. Three were in ___ltE_
condition and the 17 thrse in slabls bul
guarded condition, ths 1a said.

The names ol the __19_- were being
wilhhsld -j?9_ r€latives could b6 notili€d
and __L Maj. Bob Shields. prsss __:e?_

Oert '3
FOREIGN LANGUAGE ANNALS

officer at the Penlagon, said 
-jlil- 

nightlhat
they probably 

-___j4L 
not be svallable unlil

today.

SOURCE. Monterct Peninsulo Hqald, JaNary
29,1984.

In summary, a psycholinguistic approach to
reading provides insights into what goes on in the
mind *hen a person reads and in this way suppliB
a base for the design of effective reading instruc-
tion. It is now more evident than ever, ahat reading
skill in a second language requires specific train-
ing. In order to achieve th€ reading goals and to
utilize a variely of lechniques, aexts should b!
selected from a variety of sources, ed exercisa
should be carefully planned and sequenced accord-
ing to studenl proficiency levels.
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FREE LANGUAGE LAB CONSULTATION
at the 1984 ACTFL ANNUAL MEETING

November i7 and lE, 19E4
The Idterdational Association for Leaming Laboratories (formerly NALLD) wil be offering
free language lab or mealia equipment consultation services again at the next ACTFL Annual
Meeting for those pla[ni[g to install new language labs or to redesign their old installation.
Experienced consultants will be available to speak with you and to give you some ideas on
beginning to write specifications for your lab, You must, however, make an sdvance reserya-
tion by filling out the form below.

Home Address
School Name
School Address

Time

Time

Date

Date

Time Date

(Please list more than one time and date
as we will have a fimited number of consultants available)

Please write a concise statement (50-100 words) describing the type of assistance you desire.
A few possible topics might be: l. systems design; 2. equipment selection; 3. writing specifica-
tions; and 4. hiring lab staff/writing job descriptions. Send your statement along with this
form to: Cha es P. Richardson, Executive Director, IALL, Department of Modern Languages,
Ohio University, Bllis Hall, Athens, OH 4J701.




