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PROFICIENCY-BASED FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHER
CERTIFICATION: THE TEXAS PRO.JECT

PROFICIENCY-BASED forci8t lansuase .du{( ion ha5
received a 1or o1 atknrion dorins rhe fas( te$ ycars. for
examplc,  ar  rhe No\enrbcr 1981 aniual  nrcelrng o1 lhe
Aneri.ar Councilon rhcTeachiig of forcigr ti.gu.gcs
(A( l l  l  l .  l  . l , l  Jo . r l \  r ,  |  |  \ r r ' r : . "n q .  i
of Tcachels or Cennan (AdTal) ir Sar Francjsco, the

rlosran ljsred no lt$c' lhai (weh. scssidx deali'rs \!nh
proii.iency rcsrins and se\eral prc.onlerence $orkshoP\
on rhc samc lotic. ACTFL, abl! a$nted by [ducltional
l ( .  1\" . , . . r1 1. . .  1. .o.  d i l l  .  o. ,h,  i ,s
.  ,1-  u."  . ,  ,  \  \ ' r1 rr  '  .drw, I  .  h.  torc ien
lansuagc ptul ic iency cuidel ine projecl  and the rcner
rraini .g {orkshops jn Fre.dr,  G.man, and Spanrh.
As a direcr rcsulr oJ the\e t{o proicds and of rhc cur
rcnr nal ionalc l imale lor  gr .arer a. .oor labihy in edu
car ion,  the rhrec ycar Teras l ) lo iecr was born.  ln rhe
rol lo\v ing pa8es 1 shaLl  d i \cus rhc nalutu end of lstns
ofrhc Tcras Prcjecr, identit) and comment on irs 8oals,
and repor l  on i ls  currcnt  (a lus.

Thc li\a5 Prujs.t *a! si\cn jrs natu br ACTIL sho'
n appl jcd ro the u.S. Depar lmenr ol  Educat ion l i .
iunds. sneci f ical l ,v,  Ihe lhrec Jear projccf5 purpose rs
ro rai l  a.adrc of  lharbased col lesere\el  teachcrs ol
Ffcnih,  German, ard Spanjsh so thel  $ i l lbc qual i l 'ed

ro scrve a5 orafproficienc] inlcrlie\re6 and nrc6 S,nce,
probabl !  begi ln jng in iv la!  1986, al l  appl i .anls lor  a
Srar. of txas Teachi.s Coriricarc in foreign lansuages
*i l l  bc required by iaq lo neer speci f ic  tcachire l je ld
proiicien.)_ requircnrenr\, ACTFL Iraincd inrerviewcts
and ralc^ a.r ndeded alnosl rmnedlalel,r

l r . , .  1"  ' '  Lo 
'  

r '  I  le\ '  i .  I  J
mcan rast , .onsidcr ins (he eeoeraphic dinc. l ioDs o1
the naler 26r,l19 square nilcs. Thal larye ar arca coul(i
acconnodate comlorlablt lhe ledenl Republc ol cer

D(1." , .R(PLo A.r . -  nJ
S*irzenand, { i th eioueh space lef t  o ler  to indudctht
srarcs ol Nebraska, Dclarvare, and Rhodc I5land Anv
lognr ical  d i f f icul t ic5 in!olved jn !dmini5Ledrs Ihe lcsr
10 r 'o er . . r . )  .  o r l  . /e Th.
one rcason ACTIL chose Tc\a\ to .onducl rls Proje.l

The rhree ,vear grant iron lhe U S Deparlmorl oi
E.tucarion $a\ a\earded Io 

^CTFI 
ir 1983, and rhe

projecl  beran on I  Septenbe. 1981.

Origins of the Texas Proje(l

I l . .  l ! ' Io ie

cern! in rhe narc, orc d.rlinr Nirh srudcnts and the orher

$Ih rh. i r  t . r the6. hr us (hink i i l \ t  aboui  thc nudents.

( :onern $i lh Siudents

ln l9El ,  a l (er  yea6 of  runloi l  in Ur i ied Stares edu'

ADIL UrLrL, , \ .  16 \o l ,  Jr \ r rRr l93i

Clors Res.hke

. io. durine which .u icLrla in \t.ordarr schools had
bee! cnhlnced" $irh abour elerylhins inaginable,
from bi.d-satchirc and bnd nestins ro cro.hetiis and
Cmg education,lhe Texas lcgrslaLure, promplcd by var
ious cirizcni grcdps, rold the State Board ol Educarlon
rhar "enough is cnough."  Pcople boLh iD and our or
e.lucarion hrd called o. rlrc lcsi\laLure 1o prune an o\er
gro$n cutr iculud Ihal  conLaiDed more dessens than
basic intellectual farc. Thcy $a.led Io narL arew, uantcd
to { ipe rh.  s la le c lean ot  a l1 Iho5e nonesent 'a l .ouses
Thcy askcd rhe 1a$mar{s ro te l l rhcm \rhal ,  nnnrmal lv,
a basic, standard, stare*ide curiculum should look like

In lhe pan the Te\as leeislatu.e had prcscribed, b! bns
and picccs, \pecific elcreits thal had to be added Io
exi\riis .ourscs: for eramplc, lhe hunane Ireahenl ol
rhe environment, both animalc and iranimate; the hu
nranc educal ion oi  s ludenG in sci .ncei  or  lhe naturc ol
educarion. What the legislalure had previouny Ia,led to
do, ho$e!er, Na5 to define clea.lt a corc cu.riculum ar
the seconda.y le le l .

This rask rhe lcgjslatoA acceplcd in 19lll. They tdcn
rified Iqellc curicular arcas tha( corsrituled lhe core
and frs.ribed Ihat the! be offered Io nudenls in elcry
school disrricl rn the srate. Fror the fiBt tnne ir TcxrJs
educalional hilrory', ioreien languaS* $erc included
amons rhele r\!elve curicular areas, although tith Ihe
add.d proliso to thc cxlcnt possiblc."

The lesis larurc Ihen a5ked lhe State Board ofEduca-
. l  nen'  or  J(  12 u i . .

lum in each cutricular area. Thc Shte Boafd in lurn
a5ted rhe Curjculun DelelopmtnL Section ofthc Texas
lo,r .1.ror \ ;  1.)  ' lFq'  o r l
Lunr $ilh spdcilic.ou6. requiremenls. Asined by nanv
forcrgn languaee experts in lhe sate, this group drafted
r proli.ienc,v bard to.eign languagccurrjculu.r that \ras
' '  b (q. ,cr  r  .  Jn 'o eo b,  r l ,c  c 

"  .  BJa,d o fJ dr ' ,
The reconmendation becane la$ nr Scptedber 1981,
and rhus rhe forcisn lan-luase curiculum proposcd bl
' fEA !rusr Dos beof lered ine\er!  schooldis l r ic t  $, th

Th. atrhar 6 A\s..de Pta|isar aJAet"tuh at the t'n|!er

si!! ol Haunan. tt. 
^ 

u Dt."tber oJ the lcllL lntk Fot.c

ar Prafiten.\ Icsrisard the ALattlrnltCaardnratnl! Ca"t

nuo| al AC i:FL\ Te\us Ptut.tt. Ihr papet )sd r.rts?.!r.r

ean afa ptesehtoltar ttadc dt the Ml A .orwnlian n ttPw

Ya.k, 27 3A D.r.nber l98J
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In l9El ,  t \o !ears at icr  (he le\ar legis latur.  had lack
'T cd | \dr  i

kno$Das "rhe r . .n(r ip l  laN. '  Ih is las jpeci l ies rhal

hish scho. l  \Ludenrs harc a choice oi  carnn'g one or

t{r  "d i l r . rd( ia l .d l ra. \ . r iprs at  gradual jon,  on.

cal led reular '  and the olher "advdn.ed."  To be el ,gL

bl .  for  an.dlanc.d l . rn lcnpt,  the s l ldenl  musl  .o$
plere rhc rd\an.ed hjgh scho. l  program since ihc

l .g isLatrre did nor dci ine the advanced trogranr,  rh,r

rask also ic l l  ro rhe lFA.
l  he asen.y l isrc ied to ad\ ice f tod \ar ious c i r i renl

and cducalntrxl cr oups, inclu.lins thc t\a\ Senare Conr_

dir(c. on [ducation, hcadcd b! laxas bil]ionane H Ros

PeroI,  n lnch ( !d icd a ho5L of  e. lucar ional  issues and

nradc rc(,mddrdarbns lir a.rion ro rhe legislalu'c and

rhr. !o!e ior .  Final l ! ,  rhe TE,\  
'ccohdrended 

thar an

'o. '  
J d, . .p cq r '  

'o1lo ' \ " )  
to i

ior 
-e.aduarioD 

(or lbrly-fodr seDresle' unrt, and lhar

nudcnr\  rNsr orh{ rxke lhrcc !s lek of  a Ptol i . iencv
ro . r"1 .  n .n I  I ,F.o . i \

i lenl  locign largraee prof i . ienc).  Since lhen,Ihe Stale

Bo i  I r  . , r 'or ' l .  . . . .  f  or l  r .  ^ ,  
neJrr '  l

rn !rin.itle. serljjng lor a l$o l.vcl foreign language re
qundncnl for rn xd\ancc(l lranscripl, ellective for lll

Dinth gradcrs id rhc ia l l  of  1981 (Reyet

The i r rndardj  ior  a mnridal  Ic\el2 er i r  prol ic iencv,

alorg $iIh thc pft)iici.ncl lrandards for level I, hav.

bcr rhc subjecr oi sercral nedinss and proficicncv-

or ien(ed tunietnc$ conducled uDdcr the ausprce! ol

rhcTL^. l i r r ig!  hnELaee educato.s f .onr al lareas of

the (ale har. ofLrcd nrgg.slions ard hclped *rile pdl_

. i .ncj_ srare.renrs for  rcading, $r j l ing,  sp.aking,,rd

l is leningi  lor . ! l l ! rc:  rnd lbr  an addi l ionalarea, labelcd

' '  - - . . ' .  .  l  r  ' r "  l r r '  r iJ .  Jnr '  " 'o 
i*

ric codponcnls reLated to lamsoagclcarning, m.h as cor

l rasl i !c ly locLscd slruclunl  and stntacl ic conrpansoDs

beLreen lh.  Da( ivc and Ih. lareel  language ard Don\eF

bal conrnn,nicarioD (lacialand body noventnlt ac.oi)

Fr.tids and suptortine lingunri. b.lra!nn i! Ihc ra.ger

lan.oacc. The rcsulr ins do.rmenr,  of  *hich ofdl  lor

eisn laDguagr prof ic icncy is verJ much a pat l i  i \  
's  ' t

lh j5 r . i tnrg nr tnald. . f t  tornr '  The (andards derelop.d

usc as rhen blsis Lhe ACTI-1.-ETS pro'iliona1 lorog!

lareuaee proll.ie.cy descritliorsr ho\!erer, thcv have rot

! .1 Dc.n cr l r  m con.rcte
During Ihe onnrg doDlhs,  the SIaIc l loard ol  Fr iL l

carion \rilldcci.ie e\a.tl,v {haI (andards arc ro be used
'ode.r ' ( , . .  . r i .  . r . .  j . . l -nIL .e\rn| . r ' . .cr

cies lbr high s.hool \tudenls lnd ho\r th€v are Io be

(l,n(rn $ith tcatlrers

So nruch lor Ih. rcqundrefr5 ior high schoolstrdcnls

rhar undcrlie rhe Tc\.\ l}oj.ct The Texas legislanrrc has

al$ been decp\ cor.erncd about leachcr!, bolh p.esenl

i 'til" ' z
tsa.k in 1919, sher lhc fn) i i . jency issuc lnn began

gairing monierrum Inrcughoul Ih. Unned Slales, m.m'

be.!  of  ihe l .g is la lure reasoncd that studcnts general lv

do no( ad\ancc bt\ond lhc lcvel ol then lcache(, espe

r.  \  i r  l r  Jp. 'oT..r  .o " . .  he.r 'e '1
*hich forcign laneuaec $u.\es, panicularl! at rh.lose.

t \ " t  i l . . \ . .  q i . . rh( lu. l ;s i . l  . . . - r red .um.

mission on Sranda.d\ lor rhcTcachine Ilrolc$'on, cont
posed oi sixicen memben. among ihenr rePtesenlati!cs

| lom . l  ' .  . i .d.ol l . i  l ' r r .  r ' r .J he on r i  on

o Jlc,  "  d lool  r '  a F\ ' .  | .  '  e^ ler  cJL .r :or

p'og'ads nr Tcxa5 and ro describe rhe corccoua* rhar

nun be oiiered ar eadr institLLrion for c!.h of thc !l-

read,! cnablished nlclvc tca.hirg arcas. Fbrtt scvc...l-

lcgcs in the n.rc o, lcr  teacher educal ion,  . l though onlv

fifieer otlhcn accounl fo. rboul Dinety percent of the
gnduating foreign !!nguage Ieachcrs. ofdral grcup onlv

a ronion (aboul 220)aDplj lb! certificalion each vcar'

fhe Texas leenlarurc a\o marda(cd rhar, aft.r l\'1ay

I984, al l  nudenls plannjn.  Io enlcr  a leacher cducalron

progran in lilas nun rakc a Prepro lesion al slills T$t

(P PST), gencrally ar rhe cnd of their sophonore vear.
to e\aluatc rheir  prol ic icncy in rcadine, *r i I ing,  and

conputar ion Pi lor  rens *de conduded in l98l ;  rhe f i6 l

sLate\cide manda(or) 1en5 sere admjninered in llla.ch

1984. Thc r .suhs of  lhc pi lor  resl  indicare Ihat lboul

l5oh of  r l rc Hi lFar ic,  l6q'0 of  the black,  and ?0q0 of
' ' .  

"  
eJr 'J. ' \e L\ .1A eLJr. . \a '  "ATer icr ' .

er..l applicants for admn\ion Io a tc:cher educalron rro
gram *ould pass rhc P-PSl The 19l i4IesI  rcsulrs {de

c l - .  .  e\ t  . . r .  r  40io or t1.  . i i  DJnic

26q0 of lhe bla.k, ard 190'b of lhe rYhile and othe. ap

r" .  n nd..  ,  \ "  . .h.mpo'"r '  " .  
\  d l  r i r r

r$o of  rhe lhree areas lcn.d. l

Sfbjc. t
l9ril 1984

62.0

65.0

7.t .1
70.5
6l . l

In addi l ion to daDdat ine Ihc P PST for studcnt\  be

gin!iDc leacher cducation, lhc Tc\as legislllurc .€qumd

lhal  a l ie ld spcci l ic  f rof ic iency test  be administercd to

crer! (udcnt *ho graduates from a lexas lcacher

.JU r  ior .  p r  .  n.  l r ' r rJ J ' rage I  leg ' lc  r^ i

pecisc: candidales mu\t be lcsrcd in rheir choser te..h

ing field lnd NNt dcdonnratc F.oficiencf lherein Thcv

musr iiho be g.aduar.s o1 a teachcreducalion p.oeradr

thlr  rea.hes rhenr how to (eadr Ihe aPpl i .ablc c lemenrs

ol  Lhe l i  12 Nr iculL,n { i Ih in rrre ear l icr  meit ioncd

I\ !e lvc curr .uLa! are.s.

IE



For thc lirrcign laDguaee cur.icula, rhc Connnisror
on Srandards lor the liraching Profc$ior, (hrough the
TEA, hld lo iuestle NiLh t\vo quenions: how io ad-
minine. thc tcsts and !vhar ro resr ior, ro cnsurc thar a!
areas ol the candjdalcj foreier language prolicicncy
would ir facr be a\sessed. A rhird qlesrion and nor
an unimporiant one-also nccded an an$\el  whar
nininal lcvelof  f ie ld sneci l i .  prol lc icncics musr aD an-
plicanr denonst.aie to qualify ior a ioreign langua8c
teachin8 ccrlificate in Texas. shethcr thc applicanr r!
nolins to Teras fron anoLhe. narc, rccnlcrins rhe job
nrarket, or jusl graduaring fton a Te\a5 teachcr

An advisor,! commirree oi languagc cducatos, ap
poinied brr thc coDrmission on srandards lb.ihc Tcach
ire Profesion, has .eccnrly reconmended ro rhr
comdission lhal Ihe mininal proficicncy \tanda.ds for
a secondary teachinc ccrtificare in foreien languages bc
sct rt lhe Advan.ed PIU\" lelcl, as specified by rhe
ACTFL ETS Proficien.r (luidelin$, o' rhc 2' hlelon
Ihe ISI- lLR (Forcign Service l rs l i tu le In lerr \gcncv
Lancuage Roundrablc) ralc. For rhe eledenrary sradcs,
the advisory conmiuee 

'ccommcndcd 
drar rhe niiinal

proiiciency slandard for areaching ce.lificarc in forelen
languascs be set at rhe "Advanccd ' lcv.l of rh. AC] t L-
ErS \calc or ar level  2 of  rhe FSI- ILR rale.

<om.I  nFdL.n;  l  r , . \ , rc{ . ro h. ,  h"r ,  T. .
. iu on srJ ld.  d f^r  I  lc : . r rnf  P ore.  on {  lL i \ .
to the Slatc Board ol Education its finalrecomnrnda-
tlons lbr Ihe p.oficiencies ro be denonstrared in .ach
teachinc field and rhe hininll nandards required lor
teache. cenilication. Thes. sranda.ds \riil b€come cf
fectile pe.haps as cany as May I986, rrobabl! in \iay
1987.

Golls ol ilc T.r.s Proje.l

The Te\as Projecr has lour es\enrial soals. The ritri
is informarionll: to lamiliarize loreign languree rcachc$
and sludenls with the upconing stare mandated.ha.ges
lhal $ill aflect rhen .hrnges in ibreign langrage
reacher cerrilicarion, g.aduarion .equirencnl\ liom
tea.her education programs, and high sdrool gd.lua-
tron requiremenls Jo. nudenls rvho *anr to eam ar ad
ranced lraDscripr and plan to enroll in collegc.r

The second coal  is  ro rrain an adequarc number ol
o -  

.p,ot . . ic .RJ i Ie \ i ' . i ,  
"n l  drd. In lc, .h,L,( l

dan, and Spanish, rhe rlree laneuager on shich ihe
ACTILerant focuscs. The Irainnrg nusr be doie *iLhin
Lh.ee yeas so rhat qualiJiccl pcople will be in place
lhrouehout lhe state, acco.ding Io a scnsible geogmph ic
dislribution bascd on arca ncedsj beiore rhe nare-
nandatcd proficienq requircnr.nts for teacher educa
Iion becode larv, posibly as eady as l9E6

The rhnd loal  rs ro pi lor  resr.  on a lo lu.r€e. bars,
. r .d-n,  pnre inpa J;r"J 

" ' ins 
i ron reai / r /dr ,dr io

f \  ,1 : .
L tt' L'

prograns in French, C.nnan, and Spanish ard lo es
tabl inr  rhci f  o 'a l  prof i . ier . !  1evel5 ar borh poinrs.  Pi lor
tesls began in nlay 198.1 and si l l  be repeated al  leasl
oncc, probably rNice, cach yea.

I  he lounh Coal is lo prol ide nedbe* of  rhe natc
legis la lLr€,  the Srare Board of lducal ion,  and rhe Con-
hission on Slandards ior  rhe' lea.hins Prol ission wjth
jnlornal ion and rccomnreldat ioDs on {hi .h rhey cln
base lhcir dccisions abour profichn{ rqunenenr5, due
soo! lor srudents graduating ftom forcign laDguage
teacher educalion proerans irr rhe srare. ln acconrplish

'ng 
r hjs soa1, dre ltxas Irroje.r \!anls ro demonsrrarc 1o

lhtse lh.ce groups the \ iabi l i ly  and i ia! ib i l i ry of  inctud-
n'e in thc prcljci.ncj_ ra.kage a lalid. reliable oral-
prc,iciorcy len, snrce projecr dembe.s hopc rhar oral
ski l l  anc$nrcnt \ r i11 becode a.orne.srone an,on8 rhe
prol ic iencics rcquircd oi  ar  appl i .anr for  a fdcign lan
guage teachrng cerlifrcatc in Texas.

Implenent. t ion

I $ould no$ Iikc Io conmenl on each of rhese ,our
goals ard to iderlify Lhe procedures enployed to reach
rhem, rhcr.byprolidjrg a sralus reporL oi rhe Lhree-vc!r

Thc ijN(, iDfoirnarional soal oi rh. projeci has a
barel)  { Iseuird hidden aeeDda: $ nake known
throughout Tc\as among the loreign language rcachrng

f.oJcssion, Ihe lbreign language rcachcr cducat ion
p.oJlssion, and menrbeA of  lh€ la. ious 5tr lc boards,
.onrhi55ion5, and comnrirrees on edu.ation lhar rhc tbr
ejen language teachcrs !r lhc slare \!el.one demon
slnted. Iuncrionalproficienr|- and. i! pani.ularj !uppon

, i r  r  .F.  .  Lnnh" .  or  dn oi . l  .  ro rr .  , .a r '  qI | !
nent for ce.tilication.

ln pursui t  o l  th is goal ,  a growing number ol  rhose
jnvolvcd in lhe Texas hojecl a'e willing rogo anyuhcrc
in lhe \tar. !o talk Io any group ol sruderrsj lea.he6j
collcge adminisrraro.s, state legislators, and slate offi
cials. to nrake $re all these groups clea'ly undc6tand
rhat $e rre tllkinC aboul lun.rional loreign languagc
proficieDc), lor a number ofcouEes finished wirh. par
I'cularGPA, and IhaI allfuru.e forcisn lansuase tcachers
n Texasnust dcmonstrare ihar rhey can lunct jon in thc
ioreign laneuase th.1 tcach.

To,lluslrat lheneed lor proli.ienq'based rbreign lan-

cuage e.iucalion morc lividlx allow lre amnror dicres'
sion. On behalf oi Ihe Southlcst Confcrcncc, lhc lexas
Educat ion Agency conducred in the l i l l  o l  l9E3 a na
Ion*.Llc\u, !eJ or je r i .Cpo 04 i \e, . . .h"  ro, , r r
tral 5tate cerriiication. ODIy ren of the fifry natcs

f  c en' l )  re i ' r .  e T o.  r ,  |  \e rP3.h< .  | ,  I  tc Jn e\ . r  n i
nation in thcn spccific tcachitrs ijelds belore thcy bc
come.er l i f ied.  rhese sLates are Al l tbama, Arkansas,
Calilonria, Ceorcja, Nla$a.husers, Mi$issippi, Okla
hona, Soulh Carolina, Tenneseei an.l vrsinia. Four
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!:'ir i t "1

othe r srarcs, connecricu,. Kc*,:k' lt"::.ilLltl,.li'. il.dT::T1"";*TJil":i",ii:fi:'.,TT:J'::T:;
sinia, curenlly have stale nandates to eshblrsn' r'

ii", i*..-i.i.'" ,n" **ilic teachine ficlds io' $hich inreNie{e6 and rates available {irhin rlrc n're ibr each

."'iiii.*i"" i, u"i"g 
"q*""a. 

of Ihe thrce lansuascs

Thistypeofsur levisnothingnes bur r I  provroes us Al  l  he Apr i l  fo l low_up $orkshoP lhe part ic ipants i rho

wilh the mosr recelr informarion on the subje.t. Lnthis becamc laniiliar*ith rhc logislics lo! inplernenring the

;;;i, ;; 
';i;;.;',".," "ote 

rhai onrv tso ot the fiftv third soarof the reras.Proj":':il"-l*::T" oi"'"u'

slaies surleltd, Georgia and Ma$achusctts, require iig ol gradualing teacher educaijon msjos Thal Dro

nrosDective foreign lansuage teachers Io o"tonti'urt g'"t mnt place in Mav and tcsled fourhundred collese

i,"io."i.i""cy ii,l. r*"iaee tor which th!! leek 
'* 

studenrs (iuniors ro sraduaret

rification. Thus lhe pulh inTexaslo empnasze nrnimal Those;miliar {ilh the size otour slale ma} wonder

i,'"ii""' .,r"i"ui. t *al proticien;v and Io esrab- ho* Ihc Academic coordinatins comnillee deart wrih

ioi. 
"iii'r'","l0., 

o.ntL and Ers, aworkable svs the roeistics oJ this tcsline enT.'l:::.1"1,1il 
- -'**

i". .r 
"o.i"""ii"g " 

*r;4, reliable tcsi seems to meel ro ha\€ qualilied imerliesers ralers avarlable wnc'e Inev

a natjonrvide necd. $ere needed That rvas indccd onc ol the 
'ommltlees

Foreign laneuage educalos rn lexas arc nor naive major concerns Howeler' wilh lhe hclp of couea8ues

-.""r. 
t Ua"*il* 

-v 
leeislarion can be 

'cplicared 
fron TEA' the commiltee has delised whar seems ro

;;:;;;;;;il;;i6 kno$, however' ihal lhev be a *orkabre sorution' Becasc of the s;r oi re*s

car, bolh l€sislarivelv and professionallv se've as a twenrv ResionalEdu'arion Scrvice center alreadv cx_

,rJ.ii"l 
"i-L"i '*"1 -a 

professional grcups Io rol- ist' sprinkled tbroushoul tlre statc !o serve eacn areas

i;:;;t;;i;;;il;; r'"el,tution 
-a "'tuuti'r'ine 

need;' rhsv were estabrished )€ars aso and are fu'v

rheif own reacher certificarion requuemcns, oased oi operarional. TheTexas P.oject madesood useoflhem'

rheir own needs and special .ncumstances To slart sith' the Academic Coordinating Comdittce
'''ii'" 

u,i.tr i" 1".r.-r"xas and the sccond soal of dilide'l the stale into six laree area5 ealh encodpass

lheTexas Projed:ro lrain arrdplace througnourrnc state ins scleral Reeional Educal io n Serlicc Cenred (Fi8 i)'

an adeouate number ot oEl_proficiency ntcrllervers and One tening lilc vas cstablished at d srvice-ants n och

:#;*;..J;,;;;, 
"'"Jso"niir 

*r'ri' 
'r'" 

ni*' of the six;eosraphi' areas rbe six testins siles are in

"1.':T'"., ,e8,1. ,sen,v-four co,,ege ,eachcs ", ;lilli'fll::Jl'ii:ii'l'l:'i'i;i";illll"AliXi]:
.;;.;;;,;'.;in rnet in 'qistin, rexas to rndrawingthe bouldarics for the six major lcsl'ne

"",,-n"" 
a 

"" 
fi.s1 oralproiiciency lester-lfaining areas and decidinc on the localion lor each tesl'ns $le'

workshoD conduded under rheUS Deparimenr oi Edu: the conmittee was suided bv lro sets.or mtenai rhe

;;;;;;;;;;. ir.e.qcaiemic coorainat' rocation oi lhe tifteen !nilecrlies wilh.rar'e lcrcner

;;;il;; rtJ#i ," 
"ecember 

re83 in Ausiin ro education proerans lnd rhe proximit)r oi thesc 
'nstlu-

lelecr. lrom a larqc poolol appllcants, Ine workshop tions ro the proposed tesling sies ln sel4xns the twmLy

l,'"'i,il"""ii 'r- "iirJti 
t""*ers'or rrencr', ri'e o i cei rour panicipants ror lhe iniliar orar pro 1 icrcncv tcsrer

ffi,:ff';.;;;;;,* ;,lteli:1::.1'.,:.T; liXtl'l,iJj,jiiii;,jli"TTH[:;::j]::1,1'!'j#
shot. rhey learned how lo conducl ano (

oral proficiencv interview a**o-t to *" **tl" it_ ish leaches \Yh;' durine thepast feq vcsrs hate applied

i"i.JJit oCi.i n-,t 
"nd 

lhe lLR on conplerion lor then initial rcacliins ce'lificares in each seographtc

.flhal \rorkshop, the parli.ipants *ent nome to prac areai second' bv rhe leeds lor leachcB of speciiic lan-

, ." iL"rir""rt itq'r'"a 
'till; 

bv conducting ren taped suase! in the a!ea: and rhird bv rhe prcsercc m lnat

iir"." . 
""*,r'--;*" 

tierliews usine hieh lchool area ot trained oralprofici{cv intervrdssraters m

an.tcoucgestudentsassubj* , , . 'n. , ' - " . .u." '1.*echlanguase.Folexample'Alql . locatedinl lEmosl
,"*O i,ttE,"t"*, 

-a -",rihem 
Nirh rheir raling ro an southcrn part oi rhc srare, has hardlv anv nced lor

."-i"r".""i I'i."i"*" ,""r for analvsis and co-nstruc interlie$en rates in French or German spani\h rs the

l i lcc l i l ic ism.Laler,af terrccei ! inc"" . ' . ' ,oyi"e. l ' .pr imarylanguagelaughtandspokenlhqe.$rhrccoI
,,"i"i,i ."ln.*" * *. rnn barch of inrerviews,-cach ihe thirtem availableslors foJ 

-spanisli.\*nt 
to apprl

*o.kshop prticipanr produ-a riit"* tu*tlo""it"otl cants irom Area t Tbe same criteria {erc applied lo

inrer!icws. These, asain, $-" *"t*"o 
""o "-t"'"t_ 

ihe needs of' and applicalions from' theolherareas and

lilely criricized bv thc experr' la'suases'

Ar rhe end of April 198,1, the wo.ksnop parucipams Blv rhe rime lieldxpecitic-prciiciencv lesring becomes

leturne. l loAust in|oralwo.daylol lowupwolkshop' lawi!Tcxas,p.obably in l986,rhecolmlt tehopesro
At thar session they evaluareo tt ei, *orr, ,r"*s,"a aiy have in place an adequale nun-ber o.f faned oml-

i."ili"t ini'."ii'" *nn 
'he 

inlerviewins technicues profhienc-v intervie$€rsrarcrs tor each lansuaee rn eacn

o! rbe.arine procels, and c-rta*ro,n" p.""il"ii".- ot tl'",o e"oe-pLoa'*'. Thev-will.be qualified' filst

r icular imDl ical ions ot  rhe p ' l ' "  t " ' * ' * ' i i ' " i "  ofal l '  ro mnducl  inter l iess at  leasr rwice a vcar (spr ins
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and la l l )  ar  rbc rc( ine \ i re\  io.al lwho seek a Te\as lcach
Ins.err i l icare in l : rcnch, Gf lman, o.  Sprnjsh.  Se.ond,
thc conrnr l l .c  hopr\  rhal  thc l ra iDed n' le^ ieseft  rarA
crn conl inue rhe oral  proJic jcDcr r .n ins ofnudcnrs *ho
ar begrnnrng thcir  teache.-cducarron prograd in thejc
rhree languages, not only to derernine thc srudeiL!
or(D le\c l  oral  prol ic 'cnc!  bur al5o to lsnr rhen and
rhcrr .dvisers i i  prcpa, ine lo ! reer (hr l$elof  iuDcr ional
lo.eign laDguaSe prol i . i rncy nlndated by rhc 5rale ror
a Ica.hirg cert i f icale

Thc Texas l,roj€c( has comphred ir5 fjrn ycar Those
nollcd halt rno more yea.s to con\iD.e rhen collcaeues
Icachxrr Jorcrgn lansuaCes h rexas s colleees and hjgh
5chools rhar il niales scnsc lo require demonnnred f!rc-
r ional  lbreisnlanguaEeprof ic ienc! ,  indudingonl  proJi-
.e.r . , .  r , .  . r l ( r . . . . i . .d lJn p. .po.p. .  r^\ ,n\ . I \e
1. .  Te\J.  l  f ,  c "r  . ,no |  . .  \ ' . , r .  R oro or F l - .  d. ,ur

' l -1 r  r '  le. ,  ib e r^ . " i ,  dr  Jo(q, . : . r ,

top.r ly t ra incd s.oLp ol  oral  prof ic iency rntcNie{ers
a.d ratc6, located trhere rhcy are needed; and lo con

e. re n r . l .  or  er . le.  edr.d run
proeram! 1i  thc s late lhal  lhei .  cu( icula musl  in.oi

torarc adequare opportunir ics ibr  rheir  srudcnrs ro de
velon n rhc targct laDguaCe rhosc ]cleh oi proiicienc)
in a ' l rure aid in al i  lbur skiu areas rhar are requned

Tht 
'c5ponsc 

Io Ihe Te\a\ P'ojccr has been favoraorc
liolr allquan{i. lnrcrcsr nr rle ropic oiproficienr- resl-

'ng 
and prof ic icncr srandards for Iu lu.e reachers run5

hish in dre nare. Thc.c is |nrle.loubL rhar, wirh rhcTexas
I'roject, educatos will \ucceed in nrakine ioreisn tan
guaee leacher ccrt i l icar lor  in Texas prof ic icnct  based,
wi lh 5pccjal  emnla! is on dcmonnrared fundionaloral

NOTES

I hc TL\a\ EducarioD Aeci.), r\ Drde rp ol rho Commis.
ione. ofrdL.atL.n,  rhe Stale Bold oi  En0txr ion.  and the
srarc DrDarln. . r  ot  Edu!ar ion.

rA brcaldo\n oi rhc 193;l lis,tres bl subjc.r a.er xnd cdi
Di .  sd, t  t i . lds Ih!  ln l loBine da[:

R.d./i?i!r N reled = 2,r22i triled, ?l.t{:!
cr.ur N r5r..? pased

Blrck 121

L:'i /a; ' t

tldrl.drri(1 :.1 rencd = :.iar?t pasrd. i0 50i!

Gtoup N tele.l
H,!p!nic .126

7,125

r r ' . i i i l r8 N re{eLl  = : , -  r f  l r . t rJ b.  r0

OLl,Lr J l
rAlL oajor col tcs. i  aod univeisnics id Texns arc rcnnr iLul

rng a tur.,lr hnsuagc cDaaoce rnd,ror ern tqui.eoenr, orc
rlE( mry bc !r.licienqv based rarher thln redn h.D. bnrd.

\toRK ajT[t)

Rcys, Raul Backro Ba\i.l La$ ro Br t.npt.meDrcd n Fall
St\r\cst.t Houiot C^/.nil tl Nlx. t98,1, scc I 25.
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