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Major at the State University of
New York: An Interim Report
Catherine Porter Lewis

\ifllLE rlic.oD.cpt r.d facrj.e of.ssr\smcnr iD ed!-
.ation ntrat b! as r..$abl. h cduraion usell the
tt.m dsc5jmcn. h.s in rc.cnt ycars b!.om.som$hjlg
ot . .  a.ademi.  bu;av. .J.  ln ,nrny inst i rur ional .on-
tcx(s todal i  to asscss mcans ro.ondu.r  a.omprehrn
sive cvrluarion .f. b.oadlv dcfincd ol,jccr or tdlln
grour Linlikc.lasrooDr in$ucto.s, \vho t.nd to he

f.im..ily .on.crncd Nirl discrdc mcasurcs (such as
ic$ gnlics) tor ersluarins thc pcrfonronce of rn.
Ji!iilu!l srudcnts, a$c$ors seek ro a..umularc nul-
r ip le mea\u.cs ( induding, but not l ,mncd .o,  exi$i ,L!
"r . .h ival"  dar i ,  n iDddrJi :cd r .sts,  sp.c ia l lv.on,
nru{rcd r .n i is t .umens, ard inre.v i r$s and qu.}

'  i .  , ' ,  h,  l^Lror. 'e Lr
grouFs of s.ud.Dts for c\amplc, dranees in cosni,ve
knosledge, skills, .tritudcs and elues, or bcha!k,.
(E\ell). ln a N.ll'dcsigned dsscssmcnr Frojecr, d,. a!
scsus dctcflniDe p.€.isrlr uhrL rhey rrc scckrng to
clalu,tc ard thcn adopr or dcvise a set ofin{runen-,
,  - .  .b" ' . . ,  d, .  . l  .  J ,  o r . .

rnd rcpor rheir iDdlrss (Adclnan).
lfdrere is sone cc,scnsus uone p.ofrssionals rhour

rhe utrat rnd thc hor .fa
wht .r. morc vdricd. Asscsm.nr for whose bencitl
i.r uliat pu.pos.(s)l 'li ,,nftuvc nrstituo.nrl effe.
tiveness F r. oir.D.eferted ansvcr thar m.\ hcrclr-
brg thc quc*ron .i \h.r obj..o!.s .re to b. m.t
thu,eh improycJ cffcd,rcness Yrho scs these ob-
je.tiyes, r{ho lvrluatcs .h.m, and wh. d.termjnes ho*
n,..css in meerins rheh is to bc nc,surcdl Ho$ arc
rhc dara thar a.e gencrtrcd ro be lsedl Nill rhc rcsulrs
!1.n asc$mcn. Droje.t trrflucn.c tu.dingor prson,
ncldc.Fionsr F. .uhy mcmbcr asked tu p, tu i . i r . re
rn an ,$essDedr proltct righrlr .aisc such qu.srions
efd ineritabl! $.nd.r about hiddcn aecndas.

In O.tob.r 193i, wh.. drc frr Narionrl Corfc,,
.ncc o! A$lssmcnr nr Hieher Edu.ation rvas held m
Columbi! ,  Soudr ala.ol ina,  somc,nf lucnr i ! l  ! .o
rlarmin.e n3.ion.l r.porrs on hish.. cdu.ation and trs

sho.t.omings had hegun rofocus facultv ancntior on
student out.omes and hor thcv wcrc (or Berc nd but
might bc) measu.€d (A$ociadoniSrudv Cr\4t. The
' 's  

'  . f  \ ' ,d ,  . .a(o r 'dn" \ ,
Io. fa.ultt' rcsFnse bur inncad to rush ro ihposc r.!-
d rn n . .  t  e nt 'h.  t , l '  o,  

' " .  
.n.1

rltrlons of highcr .ducation (Md.hs. l). lt $ds nd
dilicult to detect an underhins s.llprotcctivc agedda
,n some of thc dFc.use .r rhe .onfcrcnce (and Ln
oth€r a.ademil  dF.u$ioDs ot .ssc$ncni) ,  aD un.
spoken rppealrh^t niehr be fornulatcd reductncly
,s lollo\!s: "hls ngurcour Nhat ase$mcni is and.lo
it, bclore 'rhe_v' $eF ,n and ds.ovc. that w*€ nor

On. .ntc.prning ..sfonse to the tall for local ur
itirtir$ cahe |Ionr E. Tbomar NIoran, vi.c prcsidenr
for ,.!demi. affai.s at rhc Srare Universit! of Ncu
YrL (SUNYI, Plattsbu.sh.In rhe springof 198?, Mo-
mn suhmined r g nt prcFosal c.tirlcd 'Compr.hc.-
snc A*c$nenr in Discipl incr ' ro rhe Fund for thc
lnpocmenr oi fost-Se.oodary Edu..rion. The pror,
e.t .,ll.d aor s1o representrtircs ton each of ftrc
.lcridrtnrcns ar fnc SLINY c.mFus.s to meer r\yo o.
rh.ee tim$ a fcar for rhree yean, in ordcr to develop
assessnenr $mr.gics aod ir$t.umcnts rhar louu o.
coNpatibl. sirh rhc curi.ular rims of cach deprrt,
mcn.. The projc.t $.s mad..ollcdivr in ,n arremrl
to strike a brlancc bc6veen narional norm-rcferencrd
tcsti..s at onc.xrrcmc 

^nd 
idiosvn.nti. loc,l neasu.es

rt the orher Th. proFsal nas fund.d, a.d .he five
dis.,flines rhat Ncrc sele-ed (esscntirlly on a volu,"
rccr Lrasis) id.ludcd foreieD langu,scs.

hr Apr i l  19S8, !  hc in i r ia l t . , in ing Norkshop.on-

T[e dril.r i{ Ci!]r 4 th. D,tpdtun,. t ,i ltrrnto.iondl
(loDrnnni.d.irrr dn/ C-xlrrr.,. n,. srdr. U,iiilf Cojtelle
Dl N.tr Yorl Cifui.nd llijdni.l. & |di.d on idttuj!tr.nnon
dr,ADFL Scnnd il{., I J i{n. l!8!. i ArJnr, C.o4,"
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.icted unJcr thc grenr, the nattirran* beomc a'vrre

rfat c tlfon to sci:e thc assc$mcnL initirtire $'s

n reJ onc rptcr of thc pnrlc.fs .gcnd3' (As r 
"l_

lca.r!. dr.slitcJ nris Daff.f the m.sise hrcr, "lf t'

dnrior rhc hu!, \v.!. not so litclv ro g.t run ovcr h'

i r  " )  In his.hare.  to n.rksholr  f i .o. ipaDls,  hotrever,

Iftrran pl..c.l mu.h grcar$ cmphasit on rhc gorls

reromnrcnLld it dre Jnl.lronolt in L.!flug rePoff

(Studv Cour): t. in...ds. stuJcnr r.slmsibiiitr L'

'  i  i  r ,  ' { r ' ' r , l  ' l  '  
; '

.DD,.r,.iir! r\pNtrno.s for lc.rni.qi to prc! e u*'

fuL rnl on,tlv feCl.mk; t. suFFla . tuanrc"uk irr

oneonrs luluirnrn ard rnprovcncni 
't 

advr{'rs

Lrachrng, rnJ runicula

\4ourJs inrodudorr rtmarks thus sct r sftongll

NNitn t toDc an.l Lros.d r d.unring chall.ne' Thc Jr3r

ilcipans frorn cach liel,l reri' invit.J to ron$dcr dll

isf'c(s ofthcn o\fn.li!.i'rlinc, nr roieN ts basi"s

surn*iors rbout knorlc,l.r. rn.l lerfnnls' ro 
'l'lin-

. . its d..rnrulal.d L'orlr of hnoNlcdgc rnd to

Jctnninc tl)ci. olvr ltFfc.tiv. on its laluc, il.xn_

ine, and infonanccrriter t,.hidg rcn\cDsus 
'n 

the{

i\su.s, rhrv n{. o ilcnsc dnd inPtem.nt i co'nD't-

hrnsne r*csnrcrt plao con'isnnt Nith thc dis.iFlin'

ro.1 rhcir otrr nrstinrional fnne{.rk

In the forcrgr langurge rvo.kine en)up, Ic de'idcd

as a prclimira.v movc 10 rc{.icL oLr s.op' nr th'

lih.mlrrts hnsurse n.io., d.luJnr.e rchtc.lII erans

such rs those lca,J lLg ro sccond.rv.e( i i i . r 'od or nl

r dclrcc in ncrDrnondl stLrdits \\'c also tulcd our

nrh .on.oennir. ..nLerns as {ud.nrs' ,tle.rivc bc-

hlrid rnd rhcn rbilit n, nalc c icrldccisions and

, l ,  ,  ro.  i  \ , .  - r  d l .  I  i  ,  ,

rl,propnrtelv cran,iD.d nr rn rsesntnt of qo-"1

edlcand, o. of th. ovcrall ,:ollcgo 
'\pcrien" 

We

dcct lcd t ,  r ,c lLrdc c i t lcal- th iDking ski l ls  $ i th ln 
'ur

pur cr, hu'vcrtr, on thr gdnrds rhfu a. ln'rcrsc n

' ' .  !  \ "  r  '  
1, '  n l -  i

tLc ascenJingscrlc drat rroulcl he ustd for ascssment

rrd. !ah, ! r ion in t . .h r .s. .

Th. s.alc h qucnnn is thc familidr invcrted fti

rmid (lrleJlcr' 13r scc acLomfanlnrsrlhsrra.i'nl, rrp-

rescnting 3 (nrtiruun trom rhc .l$olutc dovi.c to

thc nrvrh,Lxl '.du.a'ed n't,ve s.eaLci (o. rhc h!po-

th- i . r l  ' rmincd dNf l inarr  spccial l* , '  rberc the

focus u, or contcnn; rr agrccrl o n-r o ur thc

A(jTFL-E_I5 p.oin irl.! s.alcs rs rhr organi:ing orn'

Lide ihrt 
'!o!l,l 

mfdn dle.nrne a$cssmlnt cftfi'

\\ith .hc,{CTFL onhrciiLieocv int.lL.tr as ou n

irunr.nr ir .$$!ng slrakiog slrlls' o!r task {'s

rh.n t, ddoft, aJlfr, or.roa(f tumP.nblt scalc""'

rmrmcn* ior cntrv- ar,l c\i'-l.!cl assc.sncrts of

er,:h ol rhc othcr skill rLers Lste.ing, rcading, rnd

\rinr!: .s r.ll .s .a tht t\o primarv .onttD. r'crs

Nc J(iJlJ tu .dJ.t$ lnhall!, lir(rrft itd .ulture

C-ptrl. 
-p**"o,i"".fth. 

ACIFL ratins scal€

\\rho, re nrnd our collectne attcntio. b litcd-

turc, 
"e 

founclouLscLrcs focu'i..q intiall! not so dr I h

d t., hrlc I restcd inicrcst

in r paiti.uir. \'isn!r or rlision ol dle can.n as on

tle skills our stu<ler ts brtrs rvth thcm as rcader and

or rhcskr l ls .vc hopt rhcrN, l la.quic dur jnctheir  ur '

dcrgrrduatc 
-vcac 

lirc chose n) JetiDc th. Doli'c noL

as r pele.dv bl.nk sl.tc |)!r as rcollcgc freshman rvith

ds mLch mnring in Inc.atlrc as iJ .ffc.ed iD rhf

*anLlard high school Erglish curncuhrm Fnrn that

st.rring p!ni. S-\lvie Dcbele. Hcnnirc P.oduc.d i

profnien.! s.rlc io draft form th.t lfas rviscd 
'nd 

re-

fided .5 s-ur ncnbcr u:cd i . isslgr holiniL: n'

i,igs to Lvrting san,plcs rv. .ollc.ted du.llg l98E 89

- l ,  r ' . ,o ' l l '  ' '  
i

for an asscsmcnt cxcrcise admnristrcd ro .sroup\ of

tnrr'lcrcl(that rs, lilLlr+cmeser) and norc adQnced

freD.h {ud.ns. Ci'cn thc te{r to Frerrarc o\er.ight,

eanJidrtcs are asLcrl to corrc brch drc ne:t da-r ano

|  " , .  '1,
| .  l I  ng l r '  ' , " r" t  l l i ' | I

s'nh trhat${ rncrnnre tho arach to that phrase Our

fltinss of $mt 1!o il.zcn samples tuLnctl out t' he

qrirc (msistcDt, rlthoueh ther lcd us to flv'sc somc

as8:ns oi (hc .rin.e s.alc iticli
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Our apln,ach t .  cuf ture ind.ni l , :at i .n is based
.n r  s imi lar  s.alc,  rdaprcd bv Gisal .  Fir l . '  l - lke
thconl-fFf[ ien.v su,Jcl, n$, fhe . u]rurc-ctr ili:..or
g.id rcflc.rs, prcsrc\sn,n fron die No\lce l.kl, \'hcre
rudenrs know mcm.r i : .d marcr ia land i -<r larcd (""
.rctc fa(s hut har.c virr.ll! no yr.irl rompdcnlt.
to dr. tuf of thc Supcrnr l.vcl, r'hcrc drcr have rht
krox'lcdge, underranriing, rnd social .onprtcn.c of
a bicuhuril ndtive. Ou. tooh for craluarirg cultural
()nrp$cn..  as a ski l l tcntatn. ly inclL,d.  a combinr,

.  r  ' r  1 . , .  
-  ' . r . l  rg

n{t$ (\\1th x .f.i.e of foll.N-up bchrviors), an.l
sclf-r$cssmcnr ddi.cs. Fo. ascssins.ultuel kno\l-
edre, in.luding lino\l€dee rbout lircnturc rnd lirc.
'_ l , r  . .  \ r ' , . , ,1,  I l . .  i .

fonnrts bcforc t.nt.riv.l! aJoptins a gfid,.ompletion
.re..ise ba-.cd on. model .leveloplll for CcmaD and
conlributcJ br lrjrccn Kleisr. In r r.lfucd proj...,
sone of  us r t  Conland arc lnJcfuking a sune! 1n
f-on.e to fttcmf o idenrifv rhc dcncnrs ofF.rdrh
lrror! that cJu.atcJ nar \e slierkeb vicN .s indis-
pcnsrble componcnts of drci. orr, (uhural lit.r,, J.

' '  j  
" .+ l  .  

" l ' ' .prrt t sr that blrrc\s hcalilr ftom ! go'ernn.nt sc.rc
d$.ribed b! Mdrhd Hc.arg ofdrc Dcfcnsc Languag.
ln$iri.e (1;5) .nd from a model r.orostd bv Sauv
Magnan (111). Thr tcd {,s rdmiDsrereJ on scvcnl
.amrurs i i  rhr  h l l  of  19. !9,  lnd.hc. .n, l ts t r i l l  L- .c
cvrLrat.d at . subsrqucnr mc.rine. The D.xt rask on
oLf.ol lccrnr ascnda is r)  dcrdop rc ld i ig.nd l is .n,
inc rc5ls alorg snrilar l,ncs.

In a drcusioo ofassessmtnr, Monn s'idrs agrus
rsscssins oDlr \hrt is cas./ nr m.asurc. Allhoush s.
havc not e.rirelv.voi.Ld rhn Firfall, !. arr In).lins
thrt thc profi.,cn.r' rale po ides . .on.crru. I frinie
tr.rk rhar t .iliratcs and l.eiti,.i:.s holisti( judsincns.
_lir 

bc !re, ou. Norki.g croup has rrkrn grcat carc
in ih. scl.ction and d.sig,r of test inst.umcnFi 5rill,
there is.  lcnsc n lvhi .h lvc kDo\ that  anv choi(c
rrll be a.bitr.r_v, d.)',pfro.ch remrrilc, an_v rcsulrs
approaimr.. This asarene$ is oilJlv.ca$uriDci $e
oced not watr for .h. pdf.ct dss$smcnr fa.k!.se 1n
orde. to p(rc.d.  Thc fro.css i tsel f is  ofF. inmr!  im-
po*an., rs rvc havc alrcady begun to recognuc rn
our home dcparmcna. \Vc harr conc osuspcct drat
thc ass.$nent p.ojc..vill lr.!e "succee.leJ" not lvhcr
lR harc lillcd in all drc bl.rll spa.es on our list or
insnumenc or dcn \t.n N. havc..nlc.rcd and,r,.,
.  l  a -  .  . .  r .  |  , r  -

c.r pfuNtrcs a r,b$in.rl .hift in Liepdncntrr
thiiknrs, {r rh,fth. aoreign lansu.g. nmjtr is !iN.d
rs !,nrcrhins .rhcr drin . set of courscs to bc "co,
!.!d, ' , nuinb.r of cr.Jits o hc tarncd.

thc handbook and thc poftfolio, mav be .ru.ial frc,
nrs in brln.eiog abo!r n,.h a shift A handbooL {or

drjors,,n v.rsioDs railo.rli to cach hrguage ard earh
i .$ i rutn,n,  $, l lbc dlsf t ibutcclo *udcnrs as soor 

-rh.y. lc. larc t l r . . r . jor .  The handLrook \ ! i l l

L Explain rlre eoils ofihc major prcgnhi p.cscDt thc
.on.cpt ot  a l .a i , r ine cont innum: oudine.he ski l l
.nd .ontent rrcrs b Nhi .h rhc. ! rc!Ft  ot  a. .n-
rlnuum $ill hc ,pflicdi sfte$ ongonrg rsc$mcnt
ar,l sclf-asscssmcnt

L S!mmr.i;r lo.al rcqurcmcnrs ad.lprcs.nt srmfle

1,r . . (  n. . , r . '  ,d. . -"  I , r  .7r  r . r .
lornation rbour nudr'abroad po$ibilitics, oprional

io," ,  " .  1 _ 
'

t r .Ls $irhi .  rhe major i  f r . \ ide i  ur(knrs fo.n
on Nhi.h a...od of..cdits, eFdcs, and .omplctc.l
..ufe! ..n bc cnrcrcd

L Prcscnr rhe ACTFL-ETS su,d.l,n.s for oful profi,
cicncy,nd comF.abl. suidclincs f.r rl€.rhrr skill
.nd conrenr rreas

'1. Dcscrlbc the enc* aml trrlcrcl r*e$meDt nNru-
mcns rb!r rill b. adhn,isrcrcd

5 l.rs.nr a rcidins .heckll$ a .omprchcnsi,.,
Lhn,.ol.gi.allr o.ga.i:€J lisr of ruthors anrl
ritl.s rldr nrdi..rions lbout h.u it is ro bc usell

6. Desr.ibc drc Jrurriolios purlnx.s rrd anri.4rdtcJ
.ortcn6i Frolidc a .he.kli:t fo. porfolio uems

Thc ra.k,ng forms and .hc.k l ,ss i r .1!dcd !r  thr
hrodbook, r .gular l ruFdated, Ni l lbcthc.orne.srone
ot rhe studcnfs porfolio. This portfrrln,, r. be m.rn-
rained l , !  rh.  rud.nr .nd rer ic\cd p. .n,J i . . l l !  $nh
drc ad!iic., is i.trndcil r,Irovide baselhc mcri,res
as rcfcrence pc,rts, al{)ng Nirh rangiblc cridcn.c .f
pr.e..$ over tim€. Th. f.llorviig ire rcqunld coF
poncnts of thc portfoln:

l. lir.kine fo.ms a..l .h..klrc |lon rlie hanllbool
L Non.onfidcntial cnrvlcrl.\amniatiLn, matculs,

alons \rirh a s,mnrart, of all lsscssmcnt rcsults
L At lca{ one examplc of . r.r.r.h p.!cr *riftcn

in thc raccL languagc
'i. Eramples of tht studcncs bcsi sork f.om a vrn,

ctv of .ouF$ .akeD i .  the ta.sf t  I ' rE! .ee ( i fpo'
s ib le,  includine cours$ rakcn .bhad)

: ,q '  , . .L ' t  1. ,  . r
*anplc, a rcadjng of . poem)

The .€miin,ne .ompoDenrs a.. oprnrnrl:

6. Exdmplcs ofc...r vc \ritiD.! in thc taqct langu.sr
7. A Fs.n.ljo!rnal \r.rtcn rn the mrgct langurgt
8. l{rlatcd rvok tron other courses (trr Enelish if

!. Vidcotafcd na(eri.l (for cxrhple, r slir in \hi.h
rhe iudrnt has parti.iFarcd or aD fte.riov $iih
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V'e cnlision rskine (hc studert to desisn an exitlcltl

plan for continunrg dcvclopmenr as a culmiDatine cx'

ercise fo. the portfolio.

Exccpt for dre matcrirl pertaining directlv to a$cs-

ment in{rumenrs, most of thc handboot\ compo-

nents al.edd! exGt, ard man-r tcns desoncd for tre

p.rfolio arc alreidv lik.lt to be gcnttuted in thc

ourcr"1 1, , . "n '  '  
| ' r , ' '

rscsnent Flan lics ir the d.erce ofexplictrness Nirh

whrch wt shall no* be abl. to ouditc .ur cxpecta-

rors for each student and in the concrcte t\ideDcc

.fprog.e$ re inrend to clthcr. The collc-tre ro.k

$t have uDdctaken ro .lariiy our own an$rers lo a

quesioD likc 'Wh!t n a frcncb naiorl" h.s m.dc u:

much 
-"." 

a."a- 
"f "ur 

responsibility to dclinedte

the disripline lor our su.lens.

Whilc the proccs undeniablv mcanstxaa rvorl tor

facuhr menben, cspcciall! in thc edrlt stag.s, it cn-
' . l r ' '  I l l  lL

of collcagues fron dlffcrenr .ampuses to .srec on .

.har".tc.i:ation ofthe n.jor thalve can o11 more or

lcs cornfonably cndorse on lchalfofour inrtutional

..lkxsues has p..vtrled us \fth helptulfccdba.k about

thc.oherencc of oui dis.iplne and drt aPproptiatc_

ncss ofour exI]edations. Thc oral_!roftiencv testine

molement had alrcad! taught us rhat nudv asunp'

tions held Lry thc public at large and by thc tcachrng

pioae$ion tsell ebout tcaching fo. 'Iluen.t" anrl

"rna*crv" havt becn in pa.t un.ealisdc end inapPro

pnarci bl desgning and impLemcntnrg our own dr

se$mcnt !rce6n tr..ad.espond confidentlv to those

.usi.lers or adm,nisrmtors or.olleaeues sh. fauh us

for not producing "fluency" rn t*o -rcars 
and full'

fledged "cultural litcrac!" in fou. Ilv foolins our

' ' r , -  11.  r  -  
"  

b,  _ 
' .  -  

n "  ' :  
_ or 

' :d 
ror l r

nddce ovcr timei we cxFc.t to tailor our .urricular

g" l"nd r  'n u. :  ,  l i  L n r" ' i

cty o{wavs (although not ncccsarilr in thc samc 
'vavs

|lod camfus to .d$pu, to pro\ide a b.tte. ft Thc

ddtaCencratcd br- our.scssrtent in$ruhenls srll h.

uscd to calculatc norns and to make scncri. comFa.

isons, not t. foste. int€rcanpus rivalriesi locallv, the

r. '  r lb .  r ,n,rd '

so,l strting, not for g.ading ,ndividual studtits o.

evalu.ong individual facthy mcmbets.

Thus, even in ns embryonic state, the ascssmeDt
plan outlined hcre 6 beginnins to d€vcloP I noi so

hiddcn agenda ofns orvr' Studcnts who knorv clearlr

uhat s erpected of thcn can trke mo.e .€sFonsihrr

itv for setting then oqn acadcmic goah and tor as-

se$ing thcn osd prog.c$. The ascsment ptoccs

btrgs about a shifr in focus ftom rvhat reachcrs
''want" ofstud.nts to wh.t studenc sant lor them'

sclves. eo..unging a sensc ot emposc.ment 1n snl

rients. Tht conceptual anrl pedacoei.al usefulnc$ oi

rhe ACTFL'ETS scale as an orga.i:ins FnnLiPle is hc'

comins lr.r€a$nglv.lea n thc.ontcxl of ass.ssmenr'

As *udents and faculr-v mcmbcs.like comc to see

hou thc l t r ro ing proces forms a.or( inuumi *c aD-

iicip.tc thar a numb.r of subdc bu1 critical changes
qillcomc about iD !tttu.les and .xPe.rations. Civcn

the modcl of thr asccnding, erf.ndi..P. opcn'.naRl

scalc, t Ls obvious that no L,nd.rg.dduat. should ex_

lfcr ro .ea.h the'\or" b-v .ommcncement dal In-

deed, t -.hould bccomc obrrous and acceptahlc to

student5 that most fa.uht men\bc6 arc aho $r

progressins uDevenl-! nrvard unanalnablc ltleals Ju*
rs no Jtaiti,lg roiDr is una.c.ptrbly lorv (N€ are

dcllehtcJ ro havc majors rvhom Ne hsvcnuiturcd frcnl

thr rbsolutc Novice st.tc), no a.bitnry cnd loint F

cstablishcd as a soal to achitve or a hurdle to ltmp
Thc use ofpanllcl s.dles ro ncasure direrc slills anct

content areas should heb.o cn.ourage sclt'asscssmen.

,n relatlon to drc stude.Cs oNn $rrtinc fo,nr.nd ob-

l.ctivcsradrer rhan u ielaiion n) the prosrcss ofpcea,

as ca.h $udenr is bounJ ro havc an i.liosvnc.ati. jiat_

rcrn of sffencths dnd.veakncsses. Finallv, the asc*'

m.Dt proccs-. helps uslccF nr fo.us.ur onl mult4rlc

respoosibihti€s as fa.ultv ncnb.si it is up ro us, ai_

ter all, rc tnsure drc ordtrlv evolution ofour cunr-

ula, to cnable our studcnts to set an,l mc.t rhcir oNn

gocls rrithin our dn.iplindr)' contcrt, .nd ro moa.l

the conccpt of connnurng sro* al,ng dte vanous

dis.iFlina( piths !c hare chosen.
Thc rcsults ofthc SUNY a$esmcnt proje* in nr-

cign hnsuages arc not likelv to bc (mvenicnrly quaD-

rifiablc or traDsf€nLrlc. Aithouch wc \Lill rcadily shr.e

our lvorkinc tool\ and princiPlcs, Ne do not exDect

er produce ! pa.kage of instrumena, 0roccdurts, or

dld o! norms that can hc adoptcd as su.h by .ol-

l€rgues elsevhcrc. The focus on the proc.ss oi a$esv

ncnt rathcr thd on drc produ(s implics that an-v

gioup embarknrg on a.omparable Proiect has to dc'

fine 1ts orvn objtctires, cha.t its o{n .ousc, and me3-

sure irs o*n pogre$ according to locll cn.umstan.cs

Our o$n interin r.port, already tht drird in , sc

ries,r qill nr.e$arilr bc superseded by other attemprs

to a*css uhere ascsment is takine us The nosffcll'

ing outcome of an asscssmenl piorecti theni is pcF

haps nor a final .epo.t but an ongoiDg .ommnmcnt

to ditical scrutinr fron shich drc p.oti.icDcy "move

nenf' and drc a$essment F.o.css themschcs mun

Notes

I

'The .rsn,rl v.rliing srot!, .h3if.d br CoLs Srnrrl.

tFren!h, flnndrurs), in.lu,lrJ,,,r Frcn.h,Ruth AtnnL (Ff.d.-

nia) Hr:fl alnmfl {CortlnDd), John CDssltutsJdr), Cn.leFenl
(Bufft.), Srlvie D.b!!c. llcnning {flrtt"b!qh), rnJ Crl)c.

ii)t P.ird Gsis (Coiil. ) 3nd, in C{mrn, V.ii.rn Sonn.t
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feld (FEdonia) ad Alq rvrchsld (bbd.6). Vackle! h6 sinr
Lft th€ pFjd; J'iaeb Kleilt (Glm.n, PhttlbuEh), Rob€n po!.
tsio (FEnch, cdland), ald Imsald %ylor (GfMn, cort-

'?At ihe Nwic. Hish lMl on this slq for qample, a .tu-
dent would b. ablc b summaii,e a plot, d*libe a *riDs, and
dGtinguish najo. Fon Dino! chaade$, among orher rhinss,
Afthe Advanc.d PIus ldel, the sudcdt rculd b. able b de
s.ribe (he work! relarion @ various.onr* (lsokal,socie
political, lieErv philcophiel), dfrosnaE undGhnding of
th. tunction ofrh.bricl6guE, chaEcdize namtive poinr

rThn is a complq scaL with rwo major s<iions, ,€ul,

tuE/Behaviol'and €iviliation/Knowlds.,"achturhqsuE
divided inb "Conred" and'SkilL," HeE ar. th. desclipors
ror the Advanred lelel:

Ctltud!/Behatiot: Cdtdr. Etiqude; bbes and *nsitiv-
ityrpolite Equ6ts! invitatiosi gifBi apologieq i.roduc-
tioE ae oftelephoDq pfthaing aDd barsainingi ourine

Cdkall8.lzuim Sltlb Dhotutacs limied ecial conr
peEnc€i en deal with ourjne $cial siruarioDsi cohpe
h.bds common $.ial lules; dG not o6€nd but dB
mi.conmuni€tei ir aqF of additio@l seial parters

Ci! ll izatid / K'@l2ds. : Chzn| cssaphic, hi$oriel, d-
tistic cobcEe lac6 ib linited condti smeal oftnt
ev€n$ an l policisi n€ld of peEonal intei

Cirilizarim/KntuLn&: Skilk, Decdh€ bsic @ncdc his.
toliel, ati6tic, sid phmm! mpaG .nd @frrl:
dirus a f€w aspd. of hme and fodg. cou*ry

asiuden6 aE sim a lir ofnamB and 4ted to indi@E fo!
each nane rh. @cponding hisbic.l p.dod, th€ individurlt
fi€ld o! pbf€sion, .nd an mhievment d a.ha@tcistic for
which tb. individ$l k well tnom. A similai gnd csn b. pe
paEd for dab, seosEphic locadona and s or

5 In rhc 6rst phe of this surry, Fdch citians at the ba!
calauue levelor above ar eiwn .li.t of nd6, dat6, and
hntoricrl e6tsi crDndenk ac 6tcd b Ee on a sal€ of I
b 5 th. inpo&nc€ of each ih a! a @npon nt of a cuEicu-
lum ddisncd b pepaE Am.lietu ro Emh FEnch, A foloy.
tp sody usins the g.id-conplaion ehniqle dffiihd in nob

4 wil alhpt b s6s how w.llth. !6poldenft a€ infoned

oThe ff$t wldnc hion of a handbek ha3 b€e! pEpaed
fo! G.man by Marion sonnenr€H ofFEdonia; a FEnch vd_
sion G in pEpaErion at Conlard.

t Haz.l C€nq dEtu the goups ffsr intcih Fpor in JDn
1988. I drd h.avily 6! h.r M.t for an dnic lmion of n,^
papd, pMr.d ar th. 1989 ADFL Summft SemiM. in Athh,
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